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CHAPTER I. 

BOUT three hundred members of the Loyal 

Standard Association, North Shields, preceded 

wmns&wmummnu \yy a band of music, flags, &c, attended Divine 

m „ 1 ^KBH service, on the 1st of January, 1829, when an 

impressive discourse was delivered by the rev. 

//BOH William Mark, B. A., from Galatians, vi. 9. 
This association for the mutual relief of sailors 
belonging to North Shields and its vicinity, and 
their families in case of shipwreck, sickness, 
&c, was formed in October, 1824, and at the above period consisted 
of upwards of 2,000 members* who contributed to their fund upwards 
of <£150 per month. Its beneficial influence may be judged of from 
the following statement : — 

Paid to Sick Members from 1st January, to 31st 

December, 1828 ^506 8 

on Account of Shipwreck, 208 4 

on Account of Death, 217 

Total in 1828, 931 12 

— Local Papers. 

VOL. iv. b 
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1829 (Jan. 1.) — About two o'clock in the afternoon, a small cot- 
tage, at Sunnyside, in the county of Durham, belonging to Mr. 
Grainger, was completely burnt. The fire it was supposed was owing 
to three children having been playing with the fire while in the house 
by themselves. The furniture was saved ; but it was only owing to 
the greatest exertions that a large stack of hay nearly adjoining was 
preserved from the flames. — Local Papers. 

January 1. — The Brothers, of Sunderland, a small vessel laden 
with bricks for the new town of Seaham, entered that harbour and 
discharged her cargo ; on which occasion, she being the first arrival, 
colours were displayed in every direction.— Ibid. 

January 2. — The Northumberland hounds started a fox at Horton 
Whin, and after a run of above two hours, lost him at Elswick. He was 
soon after observed attempting to take shelter in a garden in Thornton 
street, Newcastle, but stuck fast in the paling. A boy pulled him out 
by the tail, and then he ran down the street and into another garden, 
and thence into a yard, where he was killed by the dogs, which had 
regained the scent, and the hunters having by this time come up. — 
Ibid. 

January 3. — The foundation stone of a new and extensive mansion- 
house, to be executed in the Gothic style, for Henry John William 
Collingwood, esq., at Lilburn tower, near Wooler, in Northumberland, 
was laid with much ceremony. About one o'clock, Mr. Collingwood 
accompanied by several gentlemen and a large body of peasantry 
arrived, when Mr. 0. with an elegant silver trowel, proceeded to 
perform the ceremony, under the direction of Mr. John Dobson, the 
architect, who exhibited several highly-finished drawings of the inten- 
ded structure. Under the stone were deposited two glass vessels, one 
containing the different coins of the reign of George IV., the other a 
newspaper of the 3rd of January, together with a MS. containing the 
following names : — u Robert Hall, Alnwick, mason ; Thomas Wallace 
and Sons, Newcastle, carpenters and joiners ; Ralph Dodds, Newcas- 
tle, plasterer; Robert Wallace, clerk of the works." Both vessels 
were sealed with the arms of Collingwood. A glass plate was also 
inclosed of very curious workmanship, done by Pellat and Green, 
London, patentees of incrustation, bearing the following inscription :— 
" The foundation stone of this building, Lilburn Tower, was laid by 
Henry John William Collingwood, esq., on the 3rd of January, 1829, 
being the anniversary of his marriage with Frances Carnaby Hagger- 
ston. — John Dobson, esq., architect, Newcastle." After the ceremony 
the whole of the party joined in three times three cheers ; after which, 
" Prosperity to the house of Collingwood and success to the building," 
was drank on the spot. Mr. Collingwood and his friends then retired 
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to a dinner provided on the occasion. The workmen and the neigh- 
bouring people were plentifully regaled with bread and cheese, and 
strong ale, &c. — Local Papers. 

1829 (Jan. 6). — At a monthly meeting of the Literary and Philoso- 
phical Society of Newcastle, a motion was made, pursuant to a notice 
at the previous meeting, that the cast of Lough's colossal statue of 
Milo, presented by him, and which had been placed in the large room 
of the institution, should be removed to some more private situation 
(the committee-room was suggested) until the intended arcade behind 
the building could be erected. The reasons assigned for this motion 
were, that it was against the original intention of the society to accu- 
mulate such works, and that it was offensive to good taste. After 
some discussion the motion was negatived by a very large majority. 
— Ibid. 

January 7- — Brunswick-place chapel, Newcastle, was re-opened, 
after being closed for several weeks, undergoing new painting and 
other improvements. The rev. Mr. Lessey, preached, after which a 
collection was made in aid of the improvements. A splendid new 
organ of 18 stops, built by Messrs. Wood, Small, and Bruce, of 
Edinburgh, was put up, the former one having been found too small 
for so large a building. What is called the great organ, consists of 
12 stops, being the same number as that of St. Nicholas' church in 
that town ; the double diapason, clarion, trumpet, and stopped diapa- 
son, are particularly fine. The instrument is also supplied with com- 
position pedals, by which the stops can be worked without withdraw- 
ing the hands from the keys. The front is an unique and elegant 
specimen of the Gothic style, after a design of Mr. T. M. Richardson, 
artist, of Newcastle. — Ibid. 

January. — This month, one of those rare and beautiful gold coins, 
a rose-noble of Edward I., was found on the estate of William Paw- 
son, esq., of Shawdon, in Northumberland. On the impress is a figure 
of the monarch seated in an ancient ship, bearing on his shoulder a 
shield containing the arms of England, France, and Ireland, with the 
the legend, " Sic ib at per undas" — Ibid. 

January 10. — The Slaley hounds put out a fox near the ancient 
remains of Dilston castle. Reynard took a westerly direction 
through the low part of Hexhamshire, by West Dipton to Haydon 
Bridge, where he crossed " coaly Tyile," went north to Sewingshiel 
crags, and thence west to Barkham ; but, being turned southward, 
he again crossed the same river at Bardon mill, and after a fine run 
of not less than fifty miles, was killed near Coanwood. A number of 
sportsmen were in the field, who were highly delighted with the hunt. 
— Ibid. 
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1829 (Jan. 16). — Being the anniversary- of the birth of the hon. 
Charles William Lambton, son of the late earl of Durham, the union 
society of change ringers, belonging to Newcastle and Gateshead, rang 
4536 changes of grandsire triples upon the bells of St. Mary's church, 
Gateshead, in two hours and fifty-eight minutes. This was a feat 
which had never been performed on these bells on any similar occasion 
before. The bells of the several churches in Durham were rang on 
the same occasion. — Local Papers. 

January 25. — Died, in London, at a very advanced age, upwards 
of 80 years, Mr. William Shield, the eminent composer. — Mr. Shield 
was bom at Whiokham, in the county of Durham, and was first taught 
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to modulate his voice and practice the violin, when he was only six 
years old, by his father, and subsequently received a few lessons of 
thorough-bass in his juvenile years, from the celebrated Avison, of 
Newcastle. At the death of his father he was bound apprentice to 
Edward Davison, boat-builder, in South Shields; and, during his 
servitude, led the Newcastle subscription concerts, where he repeatedly 
played the solo parts of GeminianTs and Giordini's concertos. Hav- 
ing produced an admired specimen of sacred music, when the new 
chapel was to be consecrated at Sunderland, he was requested to 
compose the anthem, which was performed by the then excellent 
Durham choir, to an immense congregation, in the year 1769. At 
Scarborough, in the fashionable spa season, he was the occasional 
leader of the concerts, and the constant one in the orchestra of the 
theatre, for which he composed many songs written by Cunningham, 
the pastoral poet, who was an actor in Bates 1 company at that period. 
At this time he accepted an oner to fill a vacant seat in the orchestra 
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of the Italian Opera-house, London, and after being there many 
years, he became the musical director of Covent-garden theatre, and 
was also appointed one of the musicians in ordinary to his majesty. 
At the death of sir William Parsons, his majesty George IV., most 
graciously appointed him master of his musicians in ordinary. His 
works are very numerous ; perhaps no writer is so remarkable for 
songs containing so much that is strictly national ; and, after Purcell, 
Shield was considered to be the finest and most perfect example of 
really English writers. — Gmfs Mag.> <$rc. 

January 26. — The bachelors of Durham gave a brilliant ball at 
the assembly-rooms, in that city, and, notwithstanding the unfavour- 
ble state of the weather, there were 216 persons present, comprising 
nearly all the rank and fashion of the county, besides several families 
of rank and consequence from Newcastle and its neighbourhood. 
The dresses of the ladies were very splendid. Dancing commenced 
at ten o'clock ; and the ball was led off by the marchioness of London- 
derry and William Russell, esq., M. P., of Brancepath castle. At 
half-past twelve o'clock the company sat down to a splendid supper, at 
which John Allan, esq., of Blackwell, presided, and William Mills, esq., 
of Willington, officiated as vice-president. The chairman proposed the 
health of the ladies and gentlemen who had honoured the bachelors with 
their presence. The marquis of Londonderry, after acknowledging 
the compliment, proposed the health of the bachelors. Mr. Allan, in 
a very humourous speech, returned thanks, and expressed great confi- 
dence that the fascinations of the ladies present would have the happy 
effect of speedily reducing the number of his unfortunate brethren who, 
he was instructed to say, were heartily tired of their " single blessed- 
ness," and concluded by proposing the healths of the single ladies. 
Mr. Shafto, of Whitworth park, proposed the health of Mr. Allan, 
which was drunk with the greatest enthusiasm. The healths of the 
committee of management were then proposed, and a high compliment 
paid for their excellent arrangements. Mr. Robert Henry Allan 
returned thanks on behalf of the committee. The healths of the 
marquis of Cleveland, Mr. Russell, and Mr. Ralph Lambton, were 
proposed in appropriate speeches. Dancing was resumed at half past 
two o'clock, and kept up with great spirit till six o'clock on the morn- 
ing. The following are the names of the bachelors, the donors of 
the splendid entertainment, viz.: — 1. * John Fawcett, esq., Newton 
hall ; 2. * Rev. 0. Fawcett, Durham ; 3. * Henry Stapylton, esq., 
Durham ; 4. * W. E. Wooler, esq,, Durham ; 5. J. D. Lambton, 
esq., Durham ; 6. Thomas Griffith, esq., Durham ; 7. Ctebrge Apple- 

* Those marked with an asterick, formed the committee of management. 
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by, esq., Durham; 8. George Wilkinson, esq., Durham; 9. G-. P. 
Hutchinson, esq., Chilton ; 10. Robert BurreU, jun., esq., Durham ; 
11. * Robert Henry Allan, esq., Durham; 12. William Mills, esq., 
Willington; 13. A. W. Hutchinson, esq., Durham; 14. T. C. 
Grainger, esq., Durham; 15. G. D. Wooler, esq., Fawnlees; 16. 
William Russell, esq., M. P., Brancepath castle ; 17. H. J. Spear- 
man, esq., Durham; 18. A. Wilkinson, esq., Coxhoehall; 19. Wil- 
liam Allan, esq., Blackwell grange ; 20. Thomas Maude, esq., Selaby ; 
21 . Gerard Salvin, esq., Croxdale ; 22. John Allan, esq., Blackwell ; 
23. W. R. C. Chaytor, esq., Witton castle; 24. Rev. S. Gamlen, 
Heighington; 25. Rev. T. Ebdon, Durham; 26. Edward Shipperd- 
son, esq., Durham ; 27. Hutton Chaytor, esq., Witton castle ; 28. 
Rowland Burdon, jun., esq., Castle Eden ; 29. 0. Raine, esq., Gain- 
ford; 30. Thomas Pen wick, esq., South hill; 31. John Chaytor, esq., 
Witton castle ; 32. R. D. Shafto, esq., Whitworth park ; 33. Rev. 
O. J. Cresswell, Seaham ; 34. William Williamson, esq., Whitburn ; 
25. Richard Wright, esq., Sands; 36. A. Story, esq., Chester-le- 
Street ; 37. John Hutchinson, esq., Durham ; 38. William Trotter, 
esq., Bishop Auckland; 39. F. D. Johnson, esq., Aykley Heads; 
40. H. F. Mills, esq., Willington, — Local Papers. 

1829 (Jan. 29). — A grand ball was given by William Russell, esq., 
M. P., at Brancepath castle, to the gentry of the county of Durham, 
&c, when the honourable gentleman was honoured by the presence of 
an assemblage of visitors, as conspicuous, perhaps, for rank, wealth, 
youth and beauty, as ever was witnessed in that neighbourhood ; and 
it may be truly said, that an entertainment more princely in it nature, 
or one that imparted more perfect satisfaction to those who were pre- 
sent, was never given in the north on any previous occasion. The whole 
of the external arrangements of the castle had a fine appearance ; 
but, striking as these were, they were but trifling in comparison with 
the matchless brilliancy of the preparations made for the receptiop 
of the company within — preparations alike extensive and splendid, 
and on a scale of truly baronial magnificence. The great dining-room 
was fitted up for dancing, and in the retiring-rooms adjoining, refresh- 
ments of every kind were set out for the use of the company. The 
guests after passing through the entrance-hall (in which Mr. Russell's 
private band was stationed), the baron's hall, and the break-fast 
room, were received by their honourable host in the drawing-room, 
from whence they proceeded to the ball room. The appearance of 
this was beautiful in the extreme. The rich and elegant dresses 
of the ladies, and the blaze of beauty, far eclipsing the extrinsic 
decorations by which the company were surrounded, presented a 
scene of the most dazzling splendour, grace, and loveliness. The 
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ball opened with a country dance, led off by the marchioness of 
Londonderry and Mr. Russell, which was followed by quadrilles and 
waltzes, which continued till two o'clock, when supper was announced, 
and the party were ushered to a collation of the most sumptuous and 
costly description, in the armour-gallery and the octagon-room, 
where upwards of two hundred sat down to the banquet. — Mr. Rus- 
sel presided at the centre, with the hon. captain Cochrane opposite to 
him, and colonel Mills at the upper end, and Mr. Allan, of Black- 
well, at the lower end of the table. On the conclusion of the supper 
Mr. Russell said, that this being the anniversary of the king's acces- 
sion to the throne, he would take the opportunity of proposing his 
majesty's health, which was drunk with acclamation. The health 
of Mr. Russell was next drunk with great enthusiasm, and the fol- 
lowing toasts were drunk in succession: — "The Ladies," "The 
marquis of Londonderry," "Mr. Bell and Northumberland," and 
" Mrs. Russell " After supper the ladies returned to the ball-room, 
where dancing was resumed a little before four o'clock with great 
spirit, and maintained by the gay and happy throng until a much 
later hour. — Local Papers. 

1829 (Jan. 29). — Being the anniversary of his majesty's accession to 
the throne, the union society of change ringers belonging to Newcastle, 
rang a peal of Holt's gransire triples, consisting of 5040 changes, on the 
bells of Gateshead church, in three hours and seventeen minutes. This 
peal had not been rung upon these bells since the year 1794. — Ibid. 

January 30. — In compliance with a requisition, very respectably 
signed, the chamberlains of the borough of Alnwick convened a 
meeting of the inhabitants at the town-hall, to take into considera- 
tion " the propriety of presenting an address to his grace the duke 
of Northumberland, previous to his grace's departure from Alnwick 
castle, to enter upon his official duties as lord-lieutenant of Ireland." 
The meeting, composed of the principal inhabitants, was numerously 
attended, and John Lambert, esq., (under sheriff of Northumberland) 
was called to the chair. After some preliminary observations, expres- 
sive of the beneficence and amiable qualities of the noble duke, an 
address was proposed and unanimously agreed to, and a deputation 
appointed to present it. His grace having named the next day, 
at 12 o'clock, to receive the address, the deputation, consisting of 
Jno. Lambert, J. Liethhead, G. Selby, Jos. Hardy, William Stro- 
ther, W. F. Bow, M. D., P. Dennis, and Wm. Dixon, esqtiires, the 
rev. W. Proctor, the rev. Thomas Ingham, and Messrs. J. Lindsay, 
Joseph Graham, E. Gattanach, W. Hindmarsh, and M. Smith, pro- 
ceeded to the castle, and were received by his grace in the grand 
saloon. After the address had been read by Mr. Lambert, that 
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gentleman passed a very high encomium on his grace's good qualities, 
to which his grace made a suitable reply. The deputation, after par- 
taking of refreshments provided for them in an adjoining room, left 
the castle much pleased with the urbanity of his grace, and the re- 
ception he had given them. — Local Papers. 

1829 (Jan. 31). — Died, at his house in Saville row, Newcastle, after 
a long and painful illness, Mr. Henry Atkinson, schoolmaster, aged 
47 years. As a mathematician, he had few equals, and his knowledge 
of various subjects was both comprehensive and accurate. He was 
born on the 28th of June, 1781, at West Harle, Northumberland, 
and was the son of Mr. Guthbert Atkinson, afterwards a schoolmas- 
ter at great Bavington. He commenced teaching in his 13th year, 
in the neighbourhood where he was born, but removed to Newcastle 
in the year 1808. In the following year he became a member of the 
Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle, from which time, 
until his death, he was one of its most distinguished members. He 
was chosen one of the committee of that body in the year 1817, and 
was re-elected every succeeding year, until the anniversary preceding 
his death, when he declined on account of bad health. Mr. A. was the 
author of many valuable mathematical and other papers, many of which 
were read at the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. He 
was also a valuable contributor to the ladies' and gentlemen's diaries, 
and obtained the prizes in the former in the years 1811, 1816, and 
1823, and in the latter in 1819. In the year 1827, Mr. Atkinson 
delivered a course of lectures on Astronomy in the lecture-room of 
the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. — Ibid. 

February 2. — At the court of Windsor, present the king's most 
excellent majesty in council, his majesty was pleased to declare, Hugh 
duke of Northumberland, knight of the most noble order of the garter, 
lieutenant-general and general-governor of that part of the united 
kingdom called Ireland. His grace left Alnwick castle for London 
on the 4th February. Her grace the duchess passed through New- 
castle on the preceding day. — Ibid. 

February 6. — The Newcastle newspapers published this day, 
(Friday) contained an advertisement offering i?100 reward for the 
apprehension of a man named Jonathan Martin, charged with having 
set fire to York minster, which was discovered in flames on the morn- 
ing of the 2nd of February. As soon as the papers reached Hexham, 
no time was lost in commencing a search for Martin, whose person 
and haunts were well known, and by eleven o'clock on the forenoon 
he was in the custody of Mr. Stainthorpe, the sheriff's officer. 
Stainthorpe, on reading the advertisement, instantly set off on horse- 
back northwards, called at Wall Barns, the residence of Mr. Thomp- 
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son, a relation of Martin, where he learnt hie retreat, and proceeding 
to Oodlaw-hill, about four miles from Hexham, he found the delin- 
quent in the house of Mr. E. Kell ; the latter ignorant of the enor- 
mities with which his guest was charged, accompanied the officer with 
his prisoner to Hexham, where, without the least resistance, he was 
lodged in the house of correction. Martin, who had long laboured 
under aberration of mind, seemed to have no consciousness of guOt 
for the crime he had committed ; he was visited by several gentlemen 
on Friday afternoon, to whom he was remarkably communicative, 
not only acknowledging the deed, but defending bis conduct, and even 
expressing his satisfaction at his plan having been so effective. On 
Sunday the 8th, Mr. Newstead of York, arrived in Newcastle, and pro- 
ceeded to Hexham, from whence he returned with the prisoner in a post 
chaise, accompanied by Mr. Stainthorpe and Mr. Richard Nicholson, in 
whose custody at a lunatic asylum on Gateshead Fell, Martin had 
formerly been. The prisoner was lodged in the gaol at Newcastle, 



from one o'clock till three o'clock in the afternoon, during which a 
large concourse of people collected in the streets adjoining the prison. 
One of the rooms in the entrance building had been prepared for him, 
and while there, Mr. Sopwith, the governor of the gaol, repressed 
all attempts to obtain information from the prisoner. He sent him 
some dinner, which he ate with great relish, and drank a quantity of 



10 local historian's [a. D. 1829. 

water. He wore the double breasted blue coat, with yellow buttons, 
blue trowsers, and half boots, described in the advertisement ; and 
though rather jaded with fatigue, he seemed in perfectly good spirits, 
and quite rational and innocent in his behaviour. The pockets of his 
drab great coat contained some pieces of candles, and Mr. Stain- 
thorpe had in his possession the black leather case in which he car- 
ried the tinder to the cathedral, and in which were small fragments 
of stained glass. He had also a white hafted razor, hacked on the 
back, with which he struck the fatal spark, and some curtains and 
tassels which he had abstracted from the cathedral. The prisoner 
and his conductors arrived at York about three o'clock on Monday 
morning in a post chaise. The magistrates, &c, having been assem- 
bled for his examination, the whole of the proceedings were over 
soon after six o'clock, and he was committed to the city gaol. Few 
persons knew of his arrival, consequently all mobing was avoided. 
Martin's trial came on at York on the 31st of March, and after a 
trial of upwards of ten hours, the jury found a verdict of not guilty, on 
the ground of insanity. He was removed on the 28th of April to the 
criminal lunatic asylum, St. George's fields, London, to be confined 
for life. This unfortunate maniac was born in the year 1782, at 
Highside house, near Hexham, of humble parents, who apprenticed 
him to a tanner. In his 22nd year he went to London, where he 
was impressed and sent to sea on board the Hercules, a 74 gun ship. 
While on board this vessel he was engaged in the bombardment of 
Copenhagen. He was afterwards engaged in the blockade of the 
Bussian ships in the Tagus, and from thence sailed to Gorunna, 
where the wreck of sir John Moore's army was embarked. Subse- 
quently he sailed to Egypt, being then " under strong religious im- 
pressions," and was " filled with delight on beholding the place where 
our Blessed Lord took refuge from the rage of Herod." He travelled 
the northern counties selling copies of a pamphlet, entitled, " The Life 
of Jonathan Martin, of Darlington, tanner, written by himself, &c. 
Barnard-castle, printed for, and sold by the author, by Thomas 
Clifton, 1826, price 8d." 8vo. This very curious pamphlet is em- 
bellished with equally curious engravings by his brother, William 
Martin, the Natural Philosopher and Poet. The subjects are, — 1. 
The Colosses at Rhodes. 2. His providential escape from a watery 
grave in the Bay of Biscay four different times; and, 3. His 
providential escape from the Asylum House, on Gateshead fell. 
He was at this period, dressed in a very eccentric manner, having 
on a pair of trowsers and a waistcoat made of seals' skin, with 
the hair outwards ; this he said was for the purpose of resisting any 
wet weather which he might encounter in his travels to sell his 
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pamphlets which were contained in a pair of saddle bags thrown 
across his shoulders. — Genfs. Mag., S?c. 

1829 (Feb. 6). — A. grand subterranean ball was given to the work- 
men and others employed at Gosforth colliery, on account of the coal 
having been won on the Saturday (January 31st) previous. The ball 
room, which was situated at the depth of nearly 1,100 feet below the 
surface of the earth, was in the shape of an L, whose width was fifteen 
feet, base twenty-two feet, and perpendicular forty-eight feet. Seats 
were placed on the sides of the room, the floor was flagged, and the 
whole place was brilliantly illuminated with lamps and candles. The 
company began to assemble and descend about half-past nine on the 
morning, and continued to do so till one in the afternoon. Immedi- 
ately on their arrival at the bottom of the shaft, they proceeded to 
the face, that is the extremity of the drift, where each person hewed 
a piece of coal as a remembrance of the descent, and returned to 
enjoy the pleasures of the ball-room. As soon as the guests had 
descended, dancing commenced, and was continued without intermis- 
sion till three o'clock in the afternoon, when all ascended once more 
to the upper regions in safety, much pleased and gratified with the 
amusements in which they had partaken. The Coxlodge band was in 
attendance, cold punch, malt liquor, and biscuits of all kinds were in 
abundance. There were present between 200 and 300 persons, nearly 
one-half of whom were females. — Local Papers. 

February 7. — A Swan was shot, near Haydon Bridge, in Northum- 
berland, which came into the possession of the Literary and Philoso- 
phical Society of Newcastle, and on being sent to Mr. B. R. Wingate, 
to be preserved for the Museum, was by him discovered to be a new 
species, perfectly distinct from the common Wild Swan. Mr. Win- 
gate's notice and description of this bird was read before the Natural 
History Society of Northumberland, Durham, and Newcastle, on the 
20th of October 1 829, and in a paper entitled " Observations on the 
new Species of Swan," &c. by P. J. Selby, esq. read before the same 
Society, on the 16th of February 1830, the accuracy of Mr. Wingates 
views were fully confirmed ; and it was recommended that it ought, 
without further hesitation, to be added to the list of our native Fauna. 
To facilitate this it was happily suggested, that it should receive the 
specific appellation of Bewickii, as a mark of respect, justly due, 
to the memory of our late celebrated naturalist and engraver, 
Thomas Bewick, whose name must for ever remain associated, in 
the minds of all lovers of Natural History, with British Ornithology. — 
Nat. Hist. Soc. Trans. 

February 19. — A policy of insurance was introduced into Lloyd's 
which attracted much attention. It was for £ 90,000. on the plate 
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and jewels of the duke of Northumberland, from London to Dublin, 
for aU risks for one year. The premium was charged 25s. per cent. 
February 27th, the William Fauci t steam vessel arrived in the river 
Liffey from London, laden principally with the baggage and plate of 
his grace the duke of Northumberland. She had on board four of 
his grace's carriages, and about two hundred packages of various 
kinds, including the plate. March 2nd, the duke and duchess left 
London for Ireland ; they proceeded in the first instance to the seat 
of earl Powis, the father of the duchess. March 6th, their graces 
arrived at Dublin, where they were received by upwards of twenty 
thousand spectators with the most joyous cheering. — Local Papers. 

1829 (Feb). — A complete gangway or draw jetty, which could be 
elevated and depressed at pleasure, was erected on the Quay at New- 
castle, at the expense of the corporation of that town, for the conveni- 
ence of passengers to and from the Bteam packets. Hitherto the lives 
of the passengers were in imminent danger. A similar erection 
has since been put up on the New Quay at North Shields. — Ibid. 

March 1. — Died, in Howard-streeet, South Shields, Alice Gibson, 
widow of William Gibson, town-crier, aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

March 5. — The foundation stone of a new Independant chapel was 
laid in KingVstreet, Morpeth, and on Sunday the 15th a dis- 
course was delivered by the rev. Thomas Wood, A.B., on the 
principles of congregational dissent. Viscount Morpeth, M.P., and 
William Ord, esq,, M.P., each presented £5., towards the erection. 
September 20th, this chapel was opened for divine service. Sermons 
were preached by the rev. Thomas Wood, and the rev. W. H. 
Stowell, of North Shields, and collections were made, amounting to 
upwards of ^30. — Ibid. 

March 7. — The building of the Leazes-terrace and the Leazes- 
crescent were commenced by Mr. Richard Grainger. — Ibid. 

Same day, Jane Jameson was executed on the town-moor, New- 
castle, for the murder of her mother, Margaret Jameson, an inmate of 
the Keelmetfs hospital, by stabbing her to the heart with a red hot 
poker. After her condemnation on the 5th, she was frequently 
visited in her cell by the rev. Robert Green, chaplain of the prison, 
who gave her all the religious consolation in his power. When 
exhorted by the chaplain to unburden her mind and confess the 
justice of the sentence under which she was about to suffer, she 
replied, " 1 might as well say that I had done it, as that I had not 
done it, for I was so drunk that I knew nothing at all about it. 11 
She said that she was resigned to her fate, but lamented being 
hanged like a dog. At seven o'clock on the Saturday morning she 
was visited by the rev. R. Green, who continued in prayer with her 
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for some time. The sacrament was administered at eight o'clock, 
when, besides the chaplain, there were present the rev. W. A. Smile, 
and the rev. F. A. West, Wesleyan minister. A quarter before 
nine she was pinioned, and in a few minutes the cart arrived at the 
gaol which was to convey her to the place of execution. Mr. Turner, 
the turnkey, got into it with her in order to support her, but she sat 
amazingly firm all the way. About nine o'clock the procession 
moved at a very slow pace, in the following order: — The town 
Serjeants on horseback in black, with cooked hats and swords ; the 
town marshal] also on horseback in his official costume ; the cart 
with the prisoner sitting on her coffin, guarded on each side by 
eight free porters with javelins, and ten constables with their staves ; 
then came a mourning coach containing the rev. R. Green, Mr. 
Adamson, under sheriff, Mr. Sopwith, gaoler, and Mr. Scott, clerk of 
St. Andrews. The unhappy woman kept her eyes shut all the way, 
as she had been desired, that her thoughts might not be disturbed by 
the sight of the crowd. Having arrived at the gallows, which was 
erected on the town-moor, a little N.W. of the barracks, at a few 
minutes before ton o'clock, the rev. B. Green prayed with her, and a 
psalm was sung; the rev. gentleman recommended her to continue in 
prayer till the last momont, which she appeared to do, then shook 
hands with her, and bidding her farewell, said, " May Almighty God 
have mercy on your soul." She was uncommonly firm, and when the 
cap was placed over her face, she got on a stool upon the platform in 
the cart, and when the cord was adjusted about her neck, she said in 
a steady tone of voice, " I am ready," then stooping as if to meet her 
fate, she was launched into eternity almost without a struggle. She 
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was suspended at exactly ten o'clock, and was cut down at five 
minutes before eleven. The body was then conveyed to the Surgeon's 
hall, where, in the piazza or ground floor of that building, the body 
was exhibited (not dissected, but with the clothes on as cut down) to 
the public until near six o'clock in the evening. Anatomical lectures 
were delivered upon the body for several days by Mr. John Fife, 
surgeon. It was given in evidence on the trial, that her mother had 
charged her with destroying her two illegitimate children, and it waa 
currently reported, that in one of her mad drunken fits she had 
attempted to cut the throat of her father. She hawked fish and 
other commodities, and was a most disgusting and abandoned female, 
of most masculine appearance, generally in a state of half nudity. 
She perhaps never was so decently dressed as when upon her trial, 
having on at that time a black gown, black hat, and green shawl. 
While standing at the bar a sketch of her was made, and afterwards 
executed in lithography. Public curiosity was excited to an uncommon 
degree, as there had not been a female hanged in Newcastle for 71 
years. There were not less, it was supposed, than 20,000 spectators 
at the execution of Jameson, more than one-half of whom were 
females, besides every window in the line of the procession was 
crowded with spectators. In the dense crowd near the gallows, 
several pockets were picked during the awful ceremony. As the 
expenses attending the execution of this unfortunate female may be 
considered a curiosity, they are subjoined from "A statement of 
the corporation and steward's accounts for one year, commencing 
Michaelmas 1828, ending Michaelmas 1829." 

"Expenses attending the Execution of J. Jameson? 

" To seven Serjeants, 5s. each, £ 1 15 

To twenty constables, 3s. 6d. each, 3 10 

To sixteen free porters, 5s. each, 4 

To tolling St. Andrew's great bell, 2 6 

To executioner, 3 3 

To halter and cord, 3 

To cart and driver, 15 

To mourning coach, 15 6 

To nine horses for officers, 5s. each, -. 2 5 

To summoning twenty constables, 6d. each, 10 

To allowance for free porters, Serjeants, constables, &c 2 18 

To a person attending the prisoner to the place of execution, ..050 

To joiner's bill, 8 5 3 

To allowance to joiners," 6 

£28 13 3 
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The joiners' bill, was for erecting the temporary gallows, making the 
coffin, &c. &c. — Local Bee., $c. 

1829 (March 10). — Mr. Peel having announced his intention of 
bringing before parliament a bill to remove certain civil disabilites 
from his majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, making them eligible to 
every office in the state, excepting those of lord chancellor, lord keeper 
of the seal, and lord lieutenant of Ireland, two very inveterate parties 
arose in Newcastle, which were strongly opposed to each other, inso- 
much that the town for some weeks was inundated with party papers. 
At length the liberals, as those in favour of the Catholics styled them- 
selves, sent a requisition to the mayor, to call a public meeting " to 
consider the expediency of petitioning parliament for a removal of the 
civil disabilities which affect his majesty's Roman Catholic subjects." 
This his worship agreed to, and appointed the above day in the 
Guildhall. The anti-catholic party apprehending that their opponents 
would pre-occupy this place, and that they would be outvoted, ad- 
dressed a requisition to the mayor, to change the place of meeting 
" to the Spital, Forth, or any other place which will give an opportu- 
nity for a fair and decisive expression of public opinion." In accord- 
ance with this, a public meeting was held in the Spital-field on the 
above day. The mayor, in order to allow sufficient space for all who 
might be desirous of attending and expressing their sentiments, ap- 
pointed this spacious area which would hold above twenty thousand 
persons, for the discussion of the question. Very extensive hustings 
were erected on the north side of the green, and at one o'clock (the 
time appointed) the right worshipful Robert Bell, esq., mayor, took 
the chair. The friends of the Catholic claims took the right, with a 
board affixed to the adjoining building, inscribed " The Hustings of 
the Liberal Protestants," while those anxious to " prevent a breach 
into the constitution of 1688," occupied the opposite side. Both 
parties mustered strong ; the " Liberals " marched from the Turk's 
head inn to the hustings in a body, headed by James Losh, esq., Dr. 
Headlam, and W. H. Ord, esq., of Whitfield. On the mayor taking 
the chair, he was welcomed with hearty cheers from both parties, and 
he rose and addressed the meeting. His worship said he wished to 
occupy the time of his auditors for a short period, in order to exoner- 
ate himself from the charge of partiality, which he understood had 
been brought against him, for refusing, on the application of the vicar 
of Newcastle, to convene a meeting in the Guildhall for the purpose of 
opposing the Catholic claims, and to oppose the measures intended to 
be introduced to parliament by his majesty's ministers. It was his 
wish that the clergy should not interfere in a question wherein he 
thought his majesty's ministers were quite capable of acting for us ; 
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but he soon heard that they had nevertheless got up a petition against 
the Catholic claims, and thus rendered it necessary to make an effort 
on the contrary side. A second request had consequently been made 
by that party to him, and in compliance with their requisition, he had 
convened a meeting in the Guildhall for that purpose, when another 
requisition had been presented by the former party, requesting a more 
ample space, and in order that all so inclined might deliver their 
sentiments, he had changed the place to where they were at present 
assembled, but still he thought interference unnecessary, as he was con- 
fident that ministers were best enabled to take care of the measures 
they had introduced under the sanction of the highest authority. 
The principal speakers in favour of the Catholics were, James Losh, 
esq., Dr. Headlam, and W. H. Ord, esq. — against granting conces- 
sions to the Catholics, William Chapman, esq., Mr. Joseph Clark, the 
rev. F. A. West, Wesleyan minister, Mr. J. F. Grant, and Mr. J. 
E. Featherstone. With the exception of some little squabbling 
among the speakers, the greatest order prevailed, indeed the mayor 
took every means to avoid mischief, having ordered, by a handbill, 
that no banners should be exhibited. The mayor having desired a 
shew of hands for and against the petition, he said, " gentlemen, the 
petition in favour of the Catholics is rejected. 1 '* Immense cheering 
followed the decision. Dr. Headlam appearing not satisfied with the 
result, demanded that the parties should separate into two bodies, 
which was instantly done, and the great majority of the opponents of 
the petition was evident beyond doubt. The Mayor then said, u I 
cannot dismiss this meeting without declaring my satisfaction at your 
peaceable conduct this day." His worship then left the hustings. — 
Local Papers^ fyc. 

1829 (March 11). — The vestry petitions against concession to the 
Roman Catholics were transmitted from Newcastle to London for 
presentation to parliament. The total number of signatures was 7,724, 
viz : — In the parish of St. Nicholas, 1,095 ; All Saints', 3,445 ; St. 
Andrew's, 1,694 ; St. John's, 1,490.— Ibid. 

March 14. — In the night, a fire took place in St. John's church, 
Gateshead-fell, in consequence of some wood-work being placed too 
near the stove flues for heating the church. Fortunately it was 
discovered so early, that by prompt assistance and great exertions it 
was got under with the destruction of one pew. — Ibid. 

March 19. — Died, at Brandling place, near Newcastle, Mr. Ben- 
jamin Thompson, aged 51 years. Mr. Thompson was a native of 
Jesmond, near Newcastle, and at an early age was bound an appren- 
tice to Mr. Thompson, breadbaker, (no relation) in the Close, New- 
castle. On the death of his master, he commenced business in the 
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same shop, and made a peculiar sort of household bread, which had 
an unprecedented sale, being used by many genteel families whom he 
furnished with it daily himself, carrying a heavy load of it in a basket 
upon his shoulders.* Although Mr. Thompson was particularly in- 
dustrious and attentive to business, yet he devoted much of his time 
to the merits of paintings, and had visited nearly all the private col- 
lections in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. His judgment was 
frequently consulted by gentlemen in the purchase of paintings, prints, 
&c. When called upon by visitors, he was generally to be found toiling 
at his daily labour in the bakehouse, or, without his coat, in the front 
shop, in the midst of his smoking bread, which had just been drawn 
from the oven. He was without pride or ostentation, and his man- 
ners and costume were of the plainest kind. By attention to business 
he had acquired a handsome sum, the bulk of which he expended in 
the purchase of paintings, prints, books, china, swords, coins, &c. 
Thompson was particularly attached to local books and prints, so 
much so, that he was a patron of almost every thing which issued 
from the local press or burin. He also regularly visited the old furni- 
ture brokers, and by this means collected many valuable curiosities. For 
many years before his death he made it a rule at the breaking up of a 
house, which had belonged to any family of consequence, to purchase 
something as a memorial Mr. Thompson was very charitable, and 
had several pensioners to whom he gave bread, &c, weekly ; indeed 
his philanthropy was such, that to him the wretched never appealed 
in vain. Mr. Thompson was never married, consequently his furniture 
and every thing which he had collected, was sold by auction, on the 
premises in the Side, which he had occupied for several years previ- 
ously, and the proceeds of the sale divided according to the tenor of 
his will. — Local Bee, §c. 

1829 (March 19). — A numerous and respectable meeting of the 
parishioners of Tynemouth, took place to consider of an order that 
had been received from the board of ordnance, forbidding any inter- 
ments in future in the castle yard. The vicar was in the chair. 
Thomas Wright, esq., of Whitley-park, and other gentlemen, shewed 
they had received grants from the governors of Tynemouth castle, for 
the burial of their families there. J. Tinley, esq., pointed out the im- 
policy of going to law on this occasion, and it was ultimately agreed 

• Mr. Joseph Bell, painter, of Newcastle, at whose shop window Mr. Thompson fre- 
quently stopped, painted (unknown to Mr. T.) a portrait of him with the basket upon 
his shoulder. This, after the death of Mr. Bell, came into the possession of Mr. 
Thompson. It is quite a juvenile likeness. There is likewise an engraved portrait of 
Mr, Thompson from an original painting, made a few years before his death, and which is 
an excellent likeness. 

VOL. IV. D 
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to petition the board of ordnance to take off the prohibition, and if 
that should be unsuccessful, it was resolved to petition the king. June 
18th, another meeting was held in the vestry-room, and adjourned to 
the body of the church, the rev. John Housby in the chair, to consider 
the propriety of accepting or refusing an offer made by the board of 
ordnance, of a portion of ground in lieu of an old parochial burial 
place, within the walls of Tynemouth priory. The meeting, after 
being addressed by several gentlemen, resolved, with only five dissen- 
tient voices, to refuse that offer, and unanimously agreed to present a 
memorial to his majesty, for a restoration of those rights of which 
they considered they had been unjustly and unnecessarily deprived by 
the board of ordnance. October 15th, a third meeting was held in 
the vestry-room of Tynemouth church, at which a letter from the 
secretory of state addressed to the vicar, was read in reply to a 
memorial to the king, respecting the right of the parishioners to bury 
within the walls of Tynemouth castle, in which it was stated, that in 
consequence of the board of ordnance not recognising the right, he 
declined advising the king, to give any commands on the subject. — 
Local Papers. 

1829 (March 22).— Died, William Stevenson, esq., of the Record 
office in the Treasury, a gentleman of considerable eminence in the lit- 
erary and scientific world. Mr. Stevenson, was born at Beswick, on the 
26th of November, 1772, was the author of an elaborate and useful 
work, entitled an " Historical Sketch of the Progress of Discovery, 
Navigation and Commerce." Having devoted much of his time to 
agricultural pursuits, he wrote the agricultural survey of Surrey. 
He was also the author of the article on chivalry, in Dr. Brewster's 
encyclopedia, the life of Caxton, published by the Society for the 
diffusion of useful knowledge, and several papers published in various 
reviews. During the latter part of his life, until the commencement 
of a severe indisposition, he was occupied, on the suggestion of Mr. 
Brougham (now lord Brougham), and under the auspices of the 
above society, in preparing for the press a series of treatises, intended 
for the edification of the agricultural classes. Mr. Stevenson had 
for some time laboured under repeated attacks of illness. On the 
20th of March, however, he was apparently so much recovered, that 
his friends entertained the hope of his speedy restoration ; but two 
days afterwards, when sitting at tea with his family, he suddenly 
became unable to raise the cup to his mouth, sunk back in his chair, 
and soon after expired. He was a man of profound research, of ex- 
tensive knowledge, of scrupulous integrity ; and he was universally 
respected. — Ibid. 

March 24. — The foundation stone of the new butchers', fish, poul- 
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try, fruit and vegetable market at Sunderland, was laid by the town- 
surveyor, Mr. Richard Dowell, in the presence of the commissioners 
and a great number of the inhabitants. Several coins of the reign of 
George IV. were deposited beneath the stone. The bells were rung 
on the occasion. — Local Papers. 

1829 (March 26). — Lanton-house, in Northumberland, was robbed 
of every article which could be conveniently carried away, and the 
mansion was afterwards set on fire, and entirely consumed. Alexander 
Davison, esq., of Swarland, the proprietor, offered one hundred pounds 
for the apprehension of the incendiaries. — Ibid. 

March 27. — Died, in Providence-row, in the city of Durham, Mr. 
Robert Davidson aged 103 years. — Ibid. 

March. — Mr. John Martin, a native of Northumberland, the cele- 
brated painter to his majesty, was presented with a large and hand- 
some gold medal, on the part of the king of France, in acknowledg- 
ment of a copy of Mr. Martin's engravings, which his most christian 
majesty had been graciously pleased to accept. The medal bore a 
bust of the king on one side, and on the other (in French) " Presented 
to Mr. John Martin, by the king of France." The value of the 
gold was estimated at twenty guineas. — Ibid. 

April 10. — As the brig Lion, of Sunderland, was going under the 
iron bridge, at that port, a boy, who had been striking the top-gallant 
mast, finding there was not room for him, had the presence of mind 
to get up amongst the iron work, where the ship left him, and he 
remained there until he was observed by the person who had the care 
of the bridge when he was got safely out.— Ibid. 

April 11. — The bells of the several churches in Newcastle and 
Gateshead, were rung in honour of the marriage of lord Stormont to 
Miss Ellison, daughter of Cuthbert Ellison, esq., of Hebburn. — Ibid. 

April 13. — The bells of Newcastle were rung to celebrate the birth 
of an heir to the house of Beaumont. The event was also similarly 
celebrated at Hexham, and other places. — Ibid. 

Same day, " An act for building a bridge over the river Tyne, at 
or near a place called Scotswood, in the county of Northumberland, 
and for making convenient roads, avenues, and approaches thereto, 
with branches thereout," received the royal assent. — Ibid. 

April 23. — St. George's day being the day on which the anniver- 
sary of the birth of his majesty was celebrated, was observed in New- 
castle with the customary honours. Shortly after 12 o'clock, a party 
of the dismounted troop of the Northumberland and Newcastle yeo- 
manry marched to the Sandhill and fired a feu-de-joie, the guns from 
the castle firing a royal salute. The chief magistrate, attended by 
several aldermen, then drank his majesty ? s health, followed by the 
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cheering of the troop, &c. Previous to the dismissal of the yeomanry 
they were addressed by their commander, M. de Gardonnel Lawson, 
esq. who complimented them on the manner in which they had ac- 
quitted themselves on the occasion, and presented them with a sum. 
of money to regale themselves in honour of the day. The 7th Dra- 
goon guards also fired a feu-de-joie on the town moor. The mayor 
entertained a numerous party to dinner on the occasion. The day 
was similarly observed at Durham, Sunderland, Alnwick, &c. — Local 
Papers. 

1829 (April 23). — The foundation stone of the asylum for the 
members of the loyal standard association, at North Shields, was laid 
by John Tinley, esq., in the presence of a numerous assemblage of the 
members, their friends and patrons.— Ibid. 

April 27. — Died, at his seat at Frogmore, near Hampstead, in 
consequence of a rupture of the septum of the heart, Thomas Wil- 
liam Carr, esq., of Eshot, in Northumberland, F.R.S. He was born 
about the year 1770, at Charlestown, South Carolina, of which place 
his mother was a native, and his father at that time collector of 
customs. He served his clerkship as an attorney to Mr. George 
Brown, an eminent solicitor in Newcastle, and was entered a student 
at Gray's Inn. Having practised for several years as a special 
pleader, he was called to the bar about the year 1800, and in 1805, 
was made solicitor of excise. He inherited the estate of Eshot- 
Heugh, pursuant to the will of an uncle. He married Frances, third 
daughter of Andrew Morton, esq., of St. Anthony's, near Newcastle, 
by whom he had three sons and four daughters. His eldest son 
is solicitor of excise in Scotland ; the second is in holy orders ; and 
the third is a barrister in London. His eldest daughter married Dr. 
Lushington.— -76w£. 

April 28. — Sunderland and its neighbourhood were visited by an 
awful storm of thunder and lightning, accompanied with a high wind. 
Part of the gable end of a house in the High street, belonging to 
Mr. Michael Reed, was blown down with a tremendous crash, on 
the roof of a public house occupied by Mrs. Thompson, which it 
stove in and did considerable damage. The sloop Bee, of Blyth, 
laden with limestone, from Sunderland to Blyth, was obliged to put 
back for Sunderland, (which place she left in the morning), having 
lost the whole of her canvas at sea, in a most tremendous gale of 
wind at N. E. and E. On returning she struck upon the bar, drove 
amongst the frame work, and soon after went to pieces. Great 
praise was due to Mr. Martin Douglas, coal-fitter, and others, for 
their exertions in saving the crew. The schooner George and Hen- 
rys, of Sunderland, laden with lime, for Scotland, went to sea the 
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same time as the Bee, and was obliged to put back. She made for 
the harbour, when there not being sufficient water for her, she struck 
upon the bar and sprung a leak ; the water then getting to the lime, 
she took fire, and afterwards drove up into the harbour mouth, 
where she sunk. — Local Papers. 

1829 (May 4). — The foundation stone of the new gas works at South 
Shields, was laid. On May 14th, the royal assent was given to " An 
act for lighting, watching, cleansing, regulating, and improving the 
town of South Shields, in the county palatine of Durham.'" — Ibid. 

May 7. — The large silver medal was awarded by the Society of 
Arts, London, to Mr. John Reed, of No. 6, Charlotte-street, Blooms- 
bury-square, second son of Archibald Reed, esq., alderman, of New- 
castle, for a drawing in chalk from a bust. — Ibid. 



VILLAGE Of KlLLINGWOHTH (184(1). 

May 11. — The races and sports at Killingworth, near Newcastle, 
were revived on this and the following day, after a lapse of thirty-five 
years. — Ibid, 

May 13. — About twelve o'clock at night, an explosion took place at 
Killingworth West Moor pit, which did considerable damage to the 
shaft. One boy was so severely burnt that he died in a day or two 
after. Had the misfortune happened two hours later, the loss of life 
would have been very considerable as the men would then have been 
in the mine. — Ibid. 

May 17. — Died, at Hexham, aged 88, Mr. Michael Bell, an old- 
established glove manufacturer, and a substantial "statesman.'" 
Being lame from his infancy, he was precluded from taking part 
in those recreations generally indulged in by people of his rank. 
His spirits, however, were good, and his natural vivacity, without 
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the aid of literary acquirements, rendered him an interesting com- 
panion, and his house the frequent resort both of town and country 
gentlemen. His habits were uniformly temperate, and his frugality, 
which arose less from parsimony than a regard to health, occasioned 
his fortune (mainly acquired in agriculture) to augment rapidly. 
He was very accommodating to those whose integrity he had proved. 
He generally gave his name and donation to public charities, and 
sometimes jnade others the almoners of his honesty. — J. B. in Tyne 
Mercury. 

182.9 (May 22). — The steam-saw mill at Monkwearmouth-shore, the 
property of Messrs. Storey and Co., was almost entirely destroyed by 
fire. It was supposed to have been the work of incendiaries. Two 
of the workmen were taken up on suspicion. — Local Papers. 

The same day " An act for making and maintaining a railway or 
tramroad from the town of Newcastle upon Tyne, in the county of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, to the city of Carlisle, in the county of Cum- 
berland, with a branch thereout," received the royal assent. — Ibid. 

May 26. — Between two and three o'clock on the morning, an 
alarming and destructive fire broke out in a steam flour mill, situated 
at the foot of Pandon bank, near the Stockbridge, Newcastle, oc- 
cupied by Mr. Joseph Hopper. So rapid was the progress of the 
conflagration, that within an hour from its discovery, the roof and 
part of the walls fell in, exhibiting the interior of the building in one 
common blaze. The machinery was either totally destroyed, or ren- 
dered unfit for further use, and the quantity of corn, flour, &c, 
destroyed, was very great. As the wind was high, the fire threat- 
ened destruction to all around, and one of the sheds of Messrs. 
Shadforth and Todd, were insured, but the stock, &c, of Mr. Hop- 
per, valued at near £ 1,000 was only insured to the amount of about 
one-half. — Ibid. 

May 26. — In the afternoon an alarming fire occurred at the farm- 
house at High Warden, near Hexham, but happily it was got under 
before much damage was done to the house. A blacksmith's shop 
(from which the fire originated) and a small cottage adjoining were 
totally consumed. Great praise was due to the firemen of Hexham, 
who hastened with the engine in time to stop the ravages of the 
flames. — Ibid. 

May 26. — The name of the street in Newcastle, called "the Flesh 
Market," and, after the building of the " New Butchers' Market." 
"the Old Flesh market," was changed by the corporation to that 
of " the Cloth Market .—Ibid. 

May 31. — A very melancholy occurrence took place at Scremerston, 
near Berwick. Mr. George Carr, of Berwick, and Mr. William Carr, 
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of Ford, with their sisters, Miss Eliza and Miss Mary Oarr, having 
been on a visit to their brother-in-law, major Johnson, of Seremerston, 
accompanied by Miss Jane Donkin (youngest daughter of the late 
Joshua Donkin, esq., of North Shields), being about to return to 
Berwick from Seremerston, situated close to the sea, about three 
miles south from Berwick, procured a stout boat with two able men, 
one of whom was well accustomed to the sea. The tide being low, 
they had some difficulty in getting out of the creek, and when they 
had just cleared the outermost rock, a more than usually heavy wave 
upset the boat. One of the boatmen, who was a good swimmer, twice 
gained the rock with Miss Oarr, but they were both times washed off 
and she was drowned. Miss Donkin disappeared at the moment off 
the accident, but Miss Mary Oarr and her two brothers, and the two 
boatmen ultimately succeeded in gaining a firm footing on a low ledge 
of the rock, which in some degree protected them from the force of 
the sea, although every wave dashed over them. Though within 150 
yards of safety, the deep water being filled with tangle or sea weed, 
13 or 14 feet long, prevented any of the people who were soon assem-> 
bled from the Spital, and the neighbourhood, from venturing to swim 
to the rock with any prospect of doing good. The boatman, however, 
with great difficulty, swam to an adjoining rock for the purpose of 
taking off a rope, in which he succeeded, but it was found much too 
short to be of use. In another attempt he was with much difficulty 
saved from drowning. A man on horseback was instantly dispatched 
to Spital, and two boats were immediately shoved off, and one of 
them succeeded in rescuing Miss Mary Oarr, her two brothers, and 
the remaining boatman from a watery grave, after having been 
exposed to the violence of every wave for nearly an hour. Medical 
assistance being at hand, every attention was paid to the survivors, 
who all recovered, although much doubt was for some time enter- 
tained as to the recovery of the young lady. The body of Miss 
Donkin was found the same evening floating at sea, but the body 
of Miss Eliza Oarr was not found until June 4th, when it was dis- 
covered amongst the tangle or sea weed near the place where the 
accident happened. Miss Donkin was about 20 years of age, and 
Miss Oarr 25 years of age. To add to the anguish of the moment 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were spectators of the heart-rending scene 
from the beach. — Local Papers, 

1829 (May.) — Three sets of grappling irons were purchased by 
subscriptions of one shilling each, and placed for the use of the public 
at the Watch-house, Bridge-end, the Glass works, west end of 
Pipewell-gate, and at Mr. A. M'Loud's yard, foot of Hillgate, 
Gateshead. — Gateshead Intel. 
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1829 (May.) — This month, on pulling down an old house on the 
Quayside, Newcastle, a fine gothio window was discovered in the east 
side of what is supposed to be the chapel of St. John of Jerusalem. 
This building, which is of stone, with buttresses on the west aide in 
Orindon chare, is used as a corn loft ; the crypt is used as a warehouse. 
Human bones have been dug up about it. There was anciently in 
the town's hutch a writing, indorsed " The agreement made betwixt 
the Prior of St. John, and the towno of Newcastle, touching a water 
gate. 1 ' There is now no longer any doubt that this was the chapel 
of that order, and that the gate alluded to was a contiguous gate 
in the town wall, which extended along the Quay. There was also 
a chapel below the Ouseburn, in the parish of All Saints, dedicated 
to St. Lawrence, and founded by one of the Percies, which is said to 
have been dependent on the priory of St. John of Jerusalem. This 
chapel and its possessions were granted in 1594 to the corporation of 
Newcastle. The remains of St. Lawrence's chapel form part of the 
glass house belonging to Messrs. Robert Todd and Oo. — LocalBec., $c. 



St. John's Chapel, East Side (18Z9). 



CHAPTER II. 





HE royal assent was given on the 1st of 
June, 1829, to " An act for establishing 
a ferry across the river Tyne, between 
North Shields in the county of Northum- 
berland, and South Shields, in the county 
of Durham, and for opening and making 
proper roads, avenues, ways and passages 
to communicate therewith.*" The roads 
and gangways being completed the ferry 
was opened by two large steam boats in 
July 1830. Previous to this time, many lives had been lost in con- 
sequence of the upsetting of the small sculler boats. A suspension 
bridge across the river Tyne, between North Shields and South 
Shields, had been projected. — Local Papers. 

The same day the Clarence railway bill received the royal assent. — 
Ibid. 

The royal assent was given to " An Act for building a bridge over 
the river Wansbeck, at the town of Morpeth, in the county of North- 
umberland." In sinking for the foundations of the new bridge, seve- 
ral foreign coins, especially of France, and belonging to the time of 
the civil wars in England in the seventeenth century, were found con- 
siderably below the bed of the river, into which they were probably 
thrown in some struggle between the Scotch and Royal armies. One 
plack, also of Charles the first, some large brass needles, and immense 
quantities of pins, oxidized into solid masses, as well as pieces of 
swords, and other implements, were also found at the same time and 
place. — Hodgson's Northd. 

June 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mr. Joseph Dawson, aged 101 years. 
He went about till within a short period of his death. — Local Papers. 

VOL. IV. b 
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1829 (June 9). — The foundation stone of an intended bridge over 
the river Tees, at Whorlton, was laid by Miss Headlam, daughter of 
the venerable the archdeacon of Richmondshire. The Barnardcastle 
subscription band attended on the occasion. This building was entire- 
ly carried away by a flood on the 13th of October, 1829. -Local Papers. 

The same day a small neat Methodist chapel was opened at 
Aycliffe, near Darlington. — Ibid. 

June 14. — About twelve o'clock, three boys who had bathed op- 
posite to the last breakwater, next to Tynemouth, on the Low Light 
shore, North Shields, and had just got on their clothes again, heard 
a crackling noise above their heads. Two of them went to one side, 
the third unfortunately ran forward into the sea, but was overtaken 
by a large mass of clay which fell from the top of the bank and buried 
him under it. Two hours elapsed before he was dug out, when he 
was quite dead and his body dreadfully mangled. A man who was 
swimming in front of the spot had a narrow escape* as part of the 
mass of clay fell within three or four yards of him. — Ibid. 

June 16. — A young man named William Taylor, apprentice to Mr. 
John Forsyth, of Durham, slater, having been sent to assist in making, 
certain repairs in the roof of the cathedral, fell from a height of 78 
feet upon the flags, in the chapel of the Nine Altars, and wonderful to 
relate, received only trifling injury. — Ibid. 

June 17. — During a thunder storm that passed over Newcastle, a 
new unoccupied house at the Westgate, belonging to Mr. Burnup, 
was struck by the lightning, and a part of the roof fronting the turn- 
pike, and one of the chimneys were thrown down. The whole of the 
floors in the house were also injured, and other damage done. Such 
was the force of the electric fluid that the slates were carried aloft ; 
happily no person was injured. — Ibid. 

June 18. — Died, at Easington-lane, in the county of Durham, 
Rosetta Goats, aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

June 25. — A new Catholic chapel in Berwick was opened. The 
rev. Mr. Birdsall, pastor of the congregation, assisted by the rev. Mr # 
Gillow, of North Shields, performed the service. The musical depart- 
ment was most efficiently sustained by several professional vocalists 
from Newcastle. Mrs. Hammond presiding at the organ. The public 
were admitted by ticket, at 5s. each. — Ibid. 

June 25. — Sunderland was visited by a very heavy thunder storm, 
the peals were tremendously loud, and the lightning remarkably 
frequent and vivid. The storm visited Chester-le-street, where 
a hay stack, the property of the owners of Chester brewery, was 
struck by the electric fluid, which entered at the roof and passed 
through the stack to the ground, setting it on fire. The flames were 
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speedily extinguished, when it was found that a hole about three 
inches in diameter, extended from the top to the bottom of the stack. 
A man who had just crossed the river Wear, near Gocken, was 
knocked down by the lightning the same day, but he fortunately 
received no material injury. At Hurworth-upon-Tees, the electric 
fluid descended upon the house occupied by Mr. Charles Gascoigne, 
grocer, splitting the shop door, and knocking down his infant child 
who was near the same. The servant, who, at the time, was engaged 
up stairs in making a bed, was thrown on the floor, taken up insensi- 
ble, and completely blackened by the action of the lightning. Medi- 
cal aid was promptly obtained, and, after two hours of unwearied 
perseverance on the part of Mr. Walker, surgeon, of Hurworth, she 
was restored to life. Three houses at Lay Gate, near South Shields, 
were also struck by the lightning ; one of them inhabited by Mr. 
Gledstone, sustained considerable damage, and Mrs. G. was thrown 
down and much burnt, from the effects of which she continued some 
time dangerously ill. — Local Papers. 

1829 (June 25.) — An explosion of inflammable air took place in 
•the Dorothea pit, Newbottle colliery, the property of lord Durham, 
whereby Robert Gardner lost his life. One other man was in the mine 
at the time the accident happened, who escaped with very little injury. 
After the first alarm had subsided, Mr. John Harrison, the head 
resident viewer for the colliery, accompanied by five or six assistants, 
descended the shaft in order to search for Gardner ; but when they 
had proceeded some distance into the workings, another explosion 
occurred. Mr. H. had his head cut in several places, and his hands 
were severely burnt, but the rest of the men were very little in- 
jured. No particular account can be given of the cause which led 
to this unfortunate accident, as the party with whom it originated 
paid the forfeit of his life. Gardner's body, it was thought probable 
might never be found, as during the first twenty- four hours, explosions 
took place every one or two hours, which convinced the most scienti- 
fic viewers in the neighbourhood, that the mine was on fire, and in 
consequence the pit was closed up so as to exclude the air. It was 
also found necessary to cease working another pit called the Mar- 
garet, which communicated with the Dorothea. — Ibid. 

June 29. — The foundation stone of a bridge of one arch, over a 
dangerous ford in the river Darwent, between Greenhead and Ed- 
mond-byers, was laid by Nicholas Burnett, esq., of Black Hedley, to 
whom the residents in the more immediate neighbourhood, as well as 
the public generally, were much indebted for accomplishing by his 
praiseworthy exertions so desirable an improvement. — Ibid. 

Same day, a little before twelve o'clock at night, flames were ob- 
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served to issue from the work shop of Mr. Swanson, glass cutter, 
HSlgate, Gateshead. By strenuous exertions, and a fortunate access 
to water, the fire was speedily got under, otherwise the consequences 
might have been truly awful, as the premises were immediately ad- 
joining the oil mill of Messrs. John Raine and company, some machin- 
ery belonging to which passed through the wall into the place where 
the fire originated, and produced the motion by which the glass- 
cutters worked their lathes. The fire was supposed to be the work 
of incendiaries, as no fire had been used by Mr. Swanson for upwards 
of two months before, and all was safe when he left that evening. 
The loss of glass, &c, was very considerable. — Local Papers. 

1829 (June). — In the course of some operations carrying on in the 
grounds at Tynemouth castle, some curious remains of antiquity were 
found. In digging a tank near the old guard house, between the gov- 
ernor's house and the store house, a brown group of grotesque figures 
were found, of very great antiquity. And in making a drain under the 
foot-path, on the south side of the abbey yard, and near to the wall, 
a number of paving bricks and some coins were found. The bricks 
were of different colours, as brown, yellow, &c, and mostly of a square* 
form, though some were that of a rectangular triangle. One of the 
coins was a modern one of Charles I., in copper. — Ibid. 

July 2. — At a meeting of the mayor, aldermen, and common coun- 
cil of Newcastle, it was resolved unanimously to subscribe twenty 
pounds towards the Eldon Testimonial (that being the highest sum 
allowed by the advertisement) " to manifest the deep and grateful 
sense they entertain of the eminent services of John earl of Eldon, 
throughout a long and laborious public life." A committee of noble- 
men and gentlemen had been nominated to conduct a subscription 
for the purpose of presenting to lord Eldon, a lasting testimonial for 
his eminent services during his long and laborious public life. It was 
understood to be the wish of his lordship that the money subscribed 
for the Eldon Testimonial should be applied to the establishment of 
six scholarships in University college, Oxford, to be called u The 
Eldon Scholarships." — Ibid. 

July 7. — Died, in the poorhouse at Sunderland, Thomas Thompson, 
aged 102 years. — Ibid. 

July 23. — As the brewer of Mr. William Bobson, Bee Hive, Head 
of the Side, opposite the west end of St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, 
was standing at the door of the brew- house, the ground suddenly gave 
way beneath him, and but for the timely aid of his assistant, he 
would have been precipitated into a well thirty-two feet in depth, of 
the previous existence of which no person had the least knowledge.— ? 
Ibid. 
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1829 (July 24). — The neighbourhood of Haydon bridge was visited 
by a tremendous storm. The lightning was awfully vivid, and contin- 
ued without intermission from three o'clock in the afternoon till near 
eight o'clock. The rain descended in torrents for upwards of three 
hours. Langley-burn rose to a fearful height. The new bridges at 
Langley castle and Gee's Wood, (near Haydon-bridge) over which the 
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new Alston road passed, were entirely swept away, with the new wall 
or quay erected at a great expence, for widening the road in the Eep 
Hill Gleagh. The bridge at the east end of Haydon-bridge was cov- 
ered with water to a great depth, the battlements were thrown down, 
and the turnpike road on the west side much damaged. The post-office 
and several cottages near it were completely inundated, and the poor 
inhabitants sustained a severe loss. The lightning struck the wooden 
ventilator on the top of the highest chimney of Langley-smelt mills, 
and tore off several of the planks. At Hexham the storm continued 
from about five o'clock until a late hour at night. The rain fell in 
torrents, and the lightning and thunder were awful and terrific. 
Much injury was done by the rivulet called Cockshaw-burn, swelling 
to a tremendous height, and completely inundating the houses within 
its vicinity, carrying away a bridge and doing much other damage. 
The same night the rain fell in torrents at Newcastle, accompanied 
with lightning, and the next morning the river Tyne presented an 
awful appearance ; quantities of hay and wood were brought down by 
the fresh, and so powerful was the current, that all the steam boats 
then lying on the south side of the Tyne, and several ships broke from 



30 local historian's |a. d. 1829. 

their moorings, and were with difficulty secured again. The storm 
was very general throughout the county of Northumberland. — Local 
Papers. 

1829 (July 26). — His royal highness the duke de Chartres and suite 
arrived at Newcastle on the evening of this day (Sunday) from Edin- 
burgh. His royal highness descended one of the coal pits in the 
neighbourhood, the interior of which he examined with much atten- 
tion. The steam engine, being one of 220 horses 1 power, particularly 
arrested the attention of his royal highness. At Sunderland he min- 
utely examined the bridge, the pier, &c. — Ibid. 

July 30. — The gates leading from the street of Tynemouth, to the 
Prior's Haven, were for some days closed against the public, in con- 
sequence of the owners of the common bathing machines and boats 
having declined to pay the acknowledgment, or rent, demanded by the 
board of ordnance. The passage was re-opened on their agreeing to 
the terms demanded, which were ten shillings and sixpence. — Ibid. 

July 3 1 . — Died, at Abingdon, sir John Hullock, knt., one of the 
barons of the exchequer. This distinguished lawyer was born in the 
year 1 764, at Barnardcastle, in the county of Durham. In early life 
Mr. Hullock entered of Gray's inn, and was in due time called to the 
bar, at which he practised upwards of twenty years, with the reputa- 
tion of being one of the soundest lawyers of Westminster hall. He 
does not appear to have had much practice, until after the publication 
of his work on the Law of Costs ; this brought him into notice, and 
he rose by degrees to fill the second place amongst the counsel on the 
northern circuit. In the year 1816, Mr. Hullock was promoted to the 
rank of sergeant at law. On the resignation of Mr. Baron Wood in 
the year 1823, Mr. Sergeant Hullock was promoted to the office of 
one of the barons of the court of exchequer. Mr. Baron Hullock had 
arrived at Abingdon, as one of the judges of assize on the Oxford 
circuit, on Saturday 25th of July. On the following day he attended 
divine service at St. Helen's church in that town, in apparently good 
health; but in the course of that night he experienced a violent 
attack of cholera morbus, of which he died. Mr. Hullock was recor- 
der of Berwick, which he resigned, and was succeeded in the year 1810 
by Christopher Cookson, esq., who was also recorder of Newcastle. 
Mr. Hullock published " The Law of Costs," 8vo. 1792 ; also " The 
Law of Costs in Civil Actions and Proceedings," 8vo. 1796; and 
another edition in 2 vols. 1810. His lordship had been many years 
married. His lady survived him. — Ibid. 

August 2. — A fire broke out in the premises occupied by Mrs. 
Margaret Buhner, pawnbroker, Bank top, South Shields. The 
flames had reached the top of the house before they were discovered, 
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and burnt with alarming fury, but the speedy arrival of the North 
and South Shields fire engines, and a good supply of water kept the 
fire from extending to the adjoining premises. The whole of the 
upper parts of the house which were filled with feather beds and other 
pledged articles were entirely consumed. The stock and furniture 
were insured for «£1,400, but the premises were not insured. — Local 
Papers. 

1829 (Aug. 9). — The church of Belford, after having undergone 
considerable enlargement, was re-opened for divine service. — Ibid. 

August 10. — The foundation stone of a bridge over the river 
Wansbeck, at High Ford, near Mitford, was laid by B. Mitford, esq., 
lord of the manor, in the presence of a large concourse of spectators, 
with due form, amidst music, the firing of cannon and the ringing 
of bells. Mr. Moor, of High house, as representative of William 
Ord, esq., lord of the manor on the opposite side of the river, assisted 
in the ceremony. The High Ford bridge was built by subscription, 
and under the inspection of the county surveyors. It was finished in 
1830, and is a handsome structure of two arches. — Ibid. 

August 19. — A meeting was held in the lecture-room of the Liter- 
ary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing a society to be called u The Natural History Society of 
Northumberland, Durham, and Newcastle upon Tyne." The meeting 
was attended by sir John Trevelyan, bart., Walter Calverley Trevel- 
yan, William Orde, Prideaux John Selby, William Burrell, Dixon 
Dixon, George Townsend Fox, and John Adamson, esqrs.; rev 
William Turner, Mr. Emerson Charnley, Mr. Winch, Mr. William 
Hewitson, &c, &c. The chair was taken by Dixon Dixon, esq., and 
. Mr. Adamson announced that he had received a letter from the ven- 
erable archdeacon Singleton, stating that his grace the duke of North- 
umberland would be very happy to join the gentlemen of the country 
in so laudable a purpose. Mr. G. T. Fox made a similar announce- 
ment on the part of the lord bishop of Durham, and intimated his 
lordship's intention to have, been present at the meeting, had he not 
been prevented by attending on his majesty's justices of assize. His 
lordship would give directions to his several agents to furnish speci- 
mens in their various departments. The establishment of the society 
was then proposed by sir John Trevelyan, bart., and seconded by P. 
J. Selby, esq. It was resolved to solicit his grace the duke of North- 
umberland to become the patron of the society, and the lord bishop 
of Durham to accept the office of president. The society to have 
eight vice-presidents and a committee, and its meetings to take place 
on the first Tuesday of each month. William Orde, esq., proposed 
the thanks of the meeting to Dixon Dixon, esq., for his conduct in 
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the chair, and begged to express his great satisfaction at the estab- 
lishment of the society, and his conviction of the beneficial effects 
which would result from it to the country. The thanks of the meet- 
iug were also given to John A damson, esq., for his valuable exertions 
in the formation of the society. The first meeting of the society took 
place on the 15th of September, when an excellent introductory 
address was delivered by the rev. William Turner. — Local Papers. 

1829 (Aug. 20). — As the marquis and marchioness of Londonderry 
were driving, in a curricle, two high-spirited horses down a hill close 
to Wynyard park, the pole of the carriage broke, and the curricle fell, 
when the horses feeling the splinter-bars on their hind legs, began to 
kick out most furiously against the splash board of the carriage, 
which pressed on their hind quarters. The carriage was dragged some 
distance in this way. The marquis, by singular good fortune, guided 
and pulled the near horse into a ditch, when he fell on his side under 
the carriage, and broke his hind leg. The off horse became so en- 
tangled, that he also fell while kicking out. Lady Londonderry sat 
upon the seat of the curricle, during the frightful kicking of the 
horses, and when the near horse fell, she leapt out into the ditch. 
Her husband, seeing her ladyship safe, sprung out on the other side. 
The noble pair suffered several severe bruises. The horse was shot 
on the spot. — Ibid. 

August 22. — Mr. Justice Bayley and Mr. Justice Littledale, judges 
of assize left Newcastle for Carlisle on the morning of the above day 
(Saturday) and, in consequence, no assize Sunday was observed at 
Newcastle, a circumstance which had not occurred there, it was 
believed, since the year 1745, when the ceremony was first observed. 
— Ibid. 

August 27. — Died, in Carpenter street, South Shields, Ann Mus- 
grave, spinster, aged 100 years. — Ibid. 

August 30. — A large whale was seen floating near the Farn 
islands, on the coast of Northumberland. Some boats sailed out 
and towed it ashore. It measured in length 58 feet, and was sold 
for £4*5. When found it was quite dead. — Ibid. 

August 31. — At a meeting of the coal trade at Newcastle, it was 
determined to re-establish the vends, or regulations for apportioning 
each colliery's sale on the rivers Tyne and Wear, and they com- 
menced accordingly on the following morning. — Ibid. 

September 15. — There was launched from the building-yard of 
Messrs. Straker and Co., at South Shields, a very beautiful new ship 
called the Isabella, of nearly 300 tons. There was a most numerous 
and respectable assemblage of persons from Newcastle, North Shields, 
and the neighbourhood, not only for the purpose of seeing the launch, 
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but to witness the operation and power of Mr. George Straker's 
newly invented patent windlass, which not only equalled, but sur- 
passed the most sanguine expectations that had been formed of it. 
Its relative powers were tried by putting six men at the windlass to 
heave an anchor of 13 cwt. in the ordinary way, which they performed 
with some difficulty. It was then lowered down and hove up again 
with the improved windlass by the power of one man and a boy with 
comparative ease. The anchor was again lowered down and an addi- 
tional weight was suspended, which was equal to 26 cwt., when eight 
men and boys were again put to the windlass in the ordinary way, 
who were not able to get a single square; two of the men were then 
put to the improved purchase, and immediately hove up the weight of 
two anchors without difficulty. — Local Papers. 



1829 (Sep. 19). — A whale was thrown on shore about two miles 
north of Berwick. When viewed from the bank under which it lay, 
the resemblance to a boat, with the keel upwards, was so exact and 
striking that the comparison was made by every one of its numerous 
visitors ; and sir David Wilkie, the celebrated painter, who was one 
of them, is said to have remarked that a boat-builder might read to 
himself a good lesson from this mighty monster of the deep. It lay 
upon its back with its belly upwards, was of an oval shape, swollen 
and thickest near the head, whence it tapered gradually to the tail. 
The extreme length was between 35 and 36 feet ; the greatest cir- 
cumference 24 feet. The back, so far as could be seen, was black, 
smooth, and somewhat glossy. The blow-holes were separate, about 
6 feet from the snout, and each was furnished with a valve, which, 
in texture and shape, was compared to a moistened bladder. The 
head was obtusely pointed ; the upper jaw considerably smaller and 
more acute than the under. The gape was ten feet in length, and 
the mouth was filled with the whalebone, arranged in a beautifully 
pectinate manner. The eyes, situated above the angles of the gape, 
protruded slightly, and though small, compared to the bulk of the 
body, were still greatly larger than those of an ox or horse. The 
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belly was furrowed with great regularity; the furrows, deep and 
broad, commenced just below the chin, and were continued till within 
14 feet of the tail, when they terminated abruptly, the posterior 
portion being even and smooth. The whole under surface was mar- 
bled with black and white, the latter colour being the most predom- 
inant. The fins were one on each side, oblong, flattened, white ; 
nine feet in length, and 30 inches in breadth, and were articulated to 
the body about 11 or 12 feet from the anterior end. The tail was 
semi-lunar, and nine feet in breadth. On opening the stomach six 
cormorants were found in it, and another in the throat, so that it 
was presumed this whale had been choked in the attempt to swallow 
the bird. It was claimed by the corporation of Berwick, and sold for 
c£17. 2s. 6d.— Nat. Hist. Soc. Trans. 

1829 (Sep. 29). — Robert Hopper Williamson, esq., resigned the 
recordership of Newcastle, which he had held with the highest honour 
for a period of thirty years. On the 5th of October, being the first 
Monday after the feast of St. Michael the archangel, at the election 
of the mayor and other officers of the corporation of Newcastle, 
Christopher Gookson, esq., barrister at law, was elected recorder of 
that town. — Local Papers. 

October 1. — At a meeting of the trustees of the Ponteland road, 
Matthew Bell, esq., M. P., in the chair, the report of Mr. Thomas 
Sopwith, of Newcastle, surveyor, on a proposed new line of road from 
Newcastle to Otterburn, was resolved to be acted upon in preference 
to the line surveyed under the direction of Mr. M'Adam. An act 
was afterwards obtained, and the road made under the direction of 
Mr. Luke Pearson, of Newcastle. — Ibid. 

October 10. — A petrified or fossil tree was found in the stone 
quarry at Wideopen, near Gosforth, about five miles from Newcastle, 
at the depth of 43 feet from the surface, and 6 feet from the bed of 
the stone. It was 72 feet in length, and 4 feet 9 inches in girth at 
the lower extremity. Its horizontal exceeded its vertical diameter 
in the proportion of 17 to 10. Its position was nearly horizontal, the 
knots, &c, retained their original appearance ; it was partially hollow 
and crystalized ; its longitudinal seperations were precisely those of 
wood rent by powerful external pressure. The fossil stem of a tree 
was found at the depth of 48 fathoms, above the coal in the workings 
of Killingworth colliery, near Newcastle, in September 1830. A 
representation of this tree is given in the first volume of the " Tran- 
sactions of the Natural History Society of Northumberland, Durham, 
and Newcastle." Another fossil tree was found in a quarry at 
Heworth, near Newcastle. Other fine specimens of similar fossil 
remains have been found in the quarries on the sea coast at Cresswell, 



k. D. 1829.] TABLE BOOK. 35 

in Northumberland ; one of which is preserved in the conservatory 
at Gresswell House. Its dimensions are, viz : — 5 feet in height, girth 
at the top 4 feet 10 inches, at the middle 5 feet 10£ inches, near the 
bottom 5 feet 7 inches, and at the bottom 7 feet 6 inches. This was 
drawn and etched by Mr. Thomas Sopwith, of Newcastle, for the rev. 
John Hodgson's history of Northumberland. — Local Rec., fyc. 

1829 (Oct. 13).— During the night, there was a strong gale accompa- 
nied by heavy and long-continued rain. The river Tees was swollen 
to a height not exceeded within the memory of the oldest inhabitant 
of Barnardcastle. The river Tyne was alarmingly swollen on the 
following morning, overflowing all the low lands in its vicinity and 
penetrating the cellars on the Quayside, and in the Close, Newcastle, 
occasioning considerable loss of goods and liquors. A great many 
sheep and a few cattle were on the island called the King's-meadows, 
in the river Tyne, at the commencement, on the Tuesday evening, but 
were fortunately got off during the night and the next morning. 
About four o'clock in the the afternoon of Wednesday, a valuable 
horse belonging to Messrs. Robert and William Wheatley, cart- 
owners, Newcastle, was lost by falling over the Quay, opposite to the 
custom-house, while attached to a cart. The tide at this time had 
extended considerably over the Quay, and to keep some iron (in 
progress of delivery) dry, the cart had been backed close to the vessel, 
which, either from the force of the current, or the pressure of the cart, 
(containing 22 bundles of hoop iron) sheered off from the Quay, and 
the cart and the horse were precipitated into the river between the 
Quay and the vessel, where the poor animal struggled about ten 
minutes, during which time every effort was made for his release, but 
without success. The whole of the scaffolding put up for the landing 
of stones to be used in erecting the south abutments of Scotswood 
bridge, over the Tyne, was carried away, and the timber dispersed 
over the adjacent fields. Some pieces reached Swallwell, Dunston, 
&c, and they even got as far inland as the turnpike road on that 
side of the water. The communicating gangway from the north pier 
to the piling scaffold, was also entirely driven down, and the scaffold- 
ing itself was so materially damaged and shifted from its level, that 
the whole was obliged to be taken down. The men employed in the 
erection of the bridge, had some very narrow escapes whilst engaged 
in picking up the floating rafters. The flood made a breach in every 
part of the line of road reaching from the south pier to Blaydon, 
being all embankment and not finished, which in that early state of 
the work was very considerable. Several sheep and one or two asses, 
were said to have floated down the Darwent, a tributary stream 
running through Swallwell, but which on this occasion, rushed down 
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with astonishing strength and rapidity. By this alarming visitation, 
Mr. Thomas Potts, a fanner, of Newburn, lost a bay mare and a fine 
young horse. He was attempting to ford the river with a cart, 
a short way from his own residence, but the rush of water increas- 
ing at the moment, the animals were carried off their feet, and Mr. 
Potts thrown into the stream ; his progress was fortunately stopped 
by the whirling of an eddy round a quay near his farm, from whence 
his barnman succeeded in rescuing him, though in a very exhausted 
condition. Some cattle belonging to Mr. Ramsay, on Darwent- 
haugh, were in great danger during the Wednesday — a danger 
that became no less imminent to the men employed to turn them off, 
before they could be brought to swim for that purpose. A keel that 
was taking the turn of the river, between Stella and Lcmington, 
was driven with great force on the eastern bank ; and most of the 
houses on both sides of the river, had their lower apartments flooded, 
and part of their furniture either damaged on destroyed : a desk-bed 
was picked up by a keelman named Gurry, at Blaydon. An old woman 
was said to have been drowned at Wylam. The low grounds near 
Corbridge were completely inundated, and at Hexham, the whole of 



Tyne green was overflown, and the lower rooms of many bouses were 
under water. There had not been so high a flood in the Tyne since 
December 30th, 1815, though its effect* were comparatively trifling. 
As stated before, the river Tees rose to an unusual height ; at Bar- 
nardcastle it flooded many of the houses, particularly at Bridgegate, 
where, during the night, it swept away furniture, clothes, &c, from the 
inhabitants. The new bridge, building across the river at Whorlton, 
was intirely carried away, to the ruin of the unfortunate builders, 
But deplorable as the effects of the storm were inland, they were 
trivial as compared with the devastation on the coast. During the 
Tuesday, above one hundred and fifty light colliers had arrived safely 
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in Sunderland harbour, and several sailed again laden, with a fine 
north west wind and a smooth sea ; but during the night, the wind 
haying shifted to the north east, a most tremendous sea came on, and 
morning presented one of the most awful spectacles witnessed there for 
many years. Day-light discovered four vessels lying on their broad- 
sides on the south rocks, and by three o'clock p. m., there were fifteen 
vessels on shore and wrecked between the south pier and Hendon. 
About four o'clock, the Eleanor, of Monkwearmouth, which had sailed 
the day before, for the northward, in putting back, sunk off the mouth 
of the harbour, and all on board perished, consisting of a father and 
son, named Hills, and two seamen, in sight of some thousands of 
spectators, unable to render the slightest assistance. The brig Thomas 
Fenwick, of Shields, sunk in deep water off Sunderland, after having 
been abandoned by her crew. The William and Clio, of Sunderland, 
with four other vessels, went on shore at Stranton sands, near Hartle- 
pool. The sea was heavier at Blyth, than had been known for up- 
wards of twenty years ; it did but partial damage however, although 
at one time, the houses at Cowpen quay were nearly inundated by the 
dyke giving way. A small vessel laden with corn, &c, struck on the 
rocks near Marsden, between Shields and Sunderland ; she went to 
pieces, and all on board consisting of eight persons perished. They 
were seen to suffer by some pilots, who were not able to render them 
any assistance. — Local Papers, 

1829 (Oct. 14). — The new church in St. John street, Bishop wear- 
mouth, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, with the 
usual formalities. Immediately after the above ceremony, the bishop 
consecrated a plot of ground that had been added to the burial 
ground adjoining the national school, Bishopwearmouth. — Ibid. 

October 16. — The commissioners for enquiring concerning public 
charities arrived in Newcastle, and commenced their labours at the 
Queen's head inn, in Pilgrim-street. Invitation by public advertise- 
ment had been previously given to all persons who could communicate 
information on the subjects of their enquiry. — Ibid. 

October 16. — About four o'clock on the morning, an alarming fire 
broke out in the stack-yard of Low Angerton east farm, near Mor- 
peth, occupied by Mr. William Lumsden, which in a short time com- 
pletely destroyed ten stacks of wheat, eight of oats, one of barley, 
and three of hay, the whole crop of the farm ! This calamity was 
supposed to have originated in a stack of old-land hay which appeared 
to be much heated, and was observed smoking very much on the pre- 
ceding day. The fire was discovered by people at a distance, who 
hastened to the spot and found the family asleep. Within an hour 
every stack in the yard was in flames, together with the horse-house 
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and outside works of the thrashing machine, and the dreadful appear- 
ance of the fire at this time threatened the destruction of the whole 
of the premises ; but by the great exertions of the neighbours, the 
dwelling-house and other buildings were preserved. No part of the 
property was insured. The alarm created in the neighbourhood was 
very great, and people came to assist from all quarters, many of 
whom continued carrying water and otherwise assisting, from five 
o'clock on the morning till eight o'clock at night. — Local Paper. 

1829 (Oct. 17).— The foundation of the Music-hall in Blackett- 
street, Newcastle, was laid. It is the property of Mr. Richard 
Grainger. Since the erection of Grey-street and the new Music-hall 
in Nelson-street, the room (which was much curtailed) has been 
used as an auction mart. — Ibid, <$*<?. 

October 18. — This day (Sunday) the first interment took place at 
the "Westgate Hill General Cemetery." The grave which was 
about ten feet deep, was for the mortal remains of Elizabeth, wife of 
Mr. Joseph Angus, who died on the 18th at Forth- terrace, in New- 
castle. The rev. Richard Pengilly, (minister of the Baptist chapel, 
on the Tuthill-stairs, Newcastle,) addressed the numerous spectators 
on the solemn occasion of their having been brought together, and 
also on the necessity of purchasing this piece of ground as a public 
depository for the dead. On the conclusion of Mr. Pengilly's address, 
the rev. G. Sample closed the service with prayer. The ground 
which had been purchased of John Hodgson, esq., of Elswick, upon 
very liberal terms, consists of three acres of land at the Westgate, 
being the angle formed by the Carlisle road, and Elswick-lane. This 
cemetery is laid out in an ornamental manner after the models of the 
celebrated Cimetifere du pere la Chaise, at Paris, and the lately 
formed cemeteries at Manchester and Liverpool. In this place of 
interment, there are no restrictions as to rites and ceremonies, these 
are left entirely to the pleasure of surviving friends. — Local Bee. 

October 19. — The new chapel at Ferryhill, in the county of Dur- 
ham, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, and called St. 
Luke's chapel. It is a neat plain structure, from a design by 
Bonomi. — Ibid. 

October 24. — The elegant new church at the Barras-bridge, New- 
castle, having been brought to its height, the last corner stone was 
laid by John Clayton, esq., accompanied by Mr. John Dobson, the 
architect, and some friends, on which occasion the bells of St. 
Andrew's church, rang several merry peals. The foundation stone of 
this chapel was laid on the 27th of May, 1828, without a public 
ceremony. — Ibid. 

October 25 and 26. — The skeleton remains of two human bodies 
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were found in a part of the premises in Low Friar street, Newcastle, 
occupied by Mr. Jonathan Priestman, tanner, by the workmen 
employed in forming recesses for some new pits in the back part of 
his tan-yard. They were imbedded in a stratum of clay, which had 
the usual loamy covering, about four and a half feet from the surface. 
When discovered all their parts were connected, but on exposure to 
the air a considerable portion crumbled and fell to dust. Not 
a vestige of any thing like a coffin was found. Vulgar opinion 
immediately declared them to be the bodies of murdered persons, but 
this is extremely unlikely, for they both lay east and west in the 
manner of the present mode of interment, and in the same straight 
position. The contiguity of this place to the monastery of the Black- 
friars, confirms the supposition that it had been a burial place in 
monastic times. — Local Papers. 

1829 (Oct. 27). — The Stockton and Darlington railway company, 
opened the new branch of the railroad, from Darlington to Croft. 
The procession was truly interesting.— Ibid. 

November 4. — A fire broke out at the Bed-house farm, near Monk- 
wearmouth, occupied by Mr. Bennison, which in a short time consu- 
med the whole of the outbuildings, and a great quantity of corn. — 
Ibid. 

November 9. — The new road formed by the marquis of Londonderry, 
from Seaham harbour, was opened. It is nearly a mile and a half in 
length, and joins the Sunderland and Stockton turnpike road immedi- 
ately opposite the Mill inn, near to Seaham -lodge. It affords an easy 
access to the new town and harbour. — Ibid. 

November 18. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Ann Drybourgh, 
aged 100 years. — Ibid. 

November 19. — A meeting of a number of the principal merchants, 
&c, of Newcastle, was held in the Turk's head inn, Geo. Shadforth, 
esq., mayor, in the chair, to consider of the necessary preliminary 
arrangements best calculated to promote the formation of an East 
India Association in that town. The meeting was addressed by Mr. 
Buckingham, at considerable length, who concluded by recommending 
that a requisition signed by the company present, should be presented 
to the mayor, requesting him to call a public meeting at his conveni- 
ence, in order to consider the propriety of forming an association, 
which might report the sense of this part of the country on the impor- 
tant question of renewing the East India Company's charter, when it 
came to be agitated in the ensuing session of parliament. A requisi- 
tion to that effect, on the motion of James Losh, esq., seconded by 
George Forster, esq., was then adopted and most respectably signed. 
The mayor appointed the meeting to be held in the Guildhall, on Tues- 
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day the first of December. A meeting took place accordingly, which 
was attended by a numerous body of the most respectable merchants 
of the town and neighbourhood, George Shadforth, esq., mayor, in the 
chair, when various resolutions were proposed and seconded, and an 
association was formed under the title of " The Newcastle East India 
Association. — Local Papers. 

1829 (Nov. 21 ). — A meeting of the inhabitants of North and South 
Shields, was held at the George Tavern, North Shields, Robert 
Spence, esq., in the chair, when an association was formed to be 
called, " The Shields East India Association," for the purpose of 
opposing the renewal of the East India Company's charter. — Ibid. 

November 22. — Died, at his house on the New-road, Newcastle, Mr. 
Thomas Coulthard, brewer, aged 50 years. He was unquestionably 
the heaviest man in the district, and his coffin was in all probability 
the largest ever seen in Newcastle. It was made in the workshop of 
Mr. Thomas Sopwith, and its stupendous dimensions excited great 
astonishment in the numerous persons who were attracted by curiosity 
to see it. It contained upwards of 100 square feet of oak, and in 
bulk amounted to about 40 cubic feet. The external dimensions were 
the more extraordinary, as not including space for any inner shell or 
leaden coffin, but barely for the body, they were as follows : — Length 
6 feet 7£ inches, breadth at the head 2 feet 11 inches, ditto at the 
shoulders 3 feet 5 inches, ditto at the feet, 2 feet 8 inches, depth 2 
feet 4£ inches. He was interred in the burial ground of St. Ann's 
chapel, on the 24th of November ; an immense concourse of people 
assembled to witness the ceremony. — Ibid. 

November 26. — A meeting of the principal gentry of Newcastle, 
and Northumberland, Durham, &o. was held in the Assembly-rooms, 
Newcastle, when it was determined to establish a club on the plan 
of the club houses in London, to be called " The Northern Counties 
Club."— Ibid. 

December 2. — A public meeting, to form an East India Association, 
was held in the Assembly-rooms, Sunderland, in pursuance of a requi- 
sion to the magistrates, signed by sixty-five ship-owners and merchants 
of that town. — Ibid. 

December 3. — At Willington colliery, near Newcastle, four men 
lost their lives by an explosion, accompanied by a rush of water from 
some old workings. — Ibid. 

December 3. — A numerous and highly respectable meeting of the 
subscribers and friends to the " Westgate Hill Cemetery," was held 
at the Crown and Thistle inn, Newcastle, James Losh, esq., in the 
chair. A report of the proceedings of the building committee was 
read by the secretary, the rev. R. Pengilly, by which it appeared that 
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sufficient progress had been made in the work to enable the trustees 
to open the ground as a place of interment. Mr. Bruce moved a 
resolution approving of the conduct of the building committee, which 
being seconded by Mr. Beaumont, was carried unanimously. Mr. 
John Fen wick, in moving the appointment of an additional trustee, 
took occasion to congratulate the meeting on Newcastle now possess- 
ing a cemetery, which was not only highly creditable to the town, but 
which would have a most humanizing effect on the population. He 
thought that the remainder of the purchase money of the ground 
should be immediately paid, that the place should be lighted with 
gas — it was admirably capable of this sort of defence, which he con- 
sidered as being more secure and moTo to be relied on than the ample 
walls and formidable railing that already surrounded the ground, that 
the chapel and sexton's house should be erected, and that the land tax 
should be redeemed. He remarked that this was important, as many 
gentlemen had been induced to increase their shares with a view to 
their having the power to express an opinion of the fitness or unfitness 
of any candidate to represent the county of Northumberland in par- 
liament, and it was desirable that the voters in right of this ground 
should have the stumbling block of the land schedule taken out of 
their way, whenever they should come to the poll. He thought that 
■£'1,000. more would fully accomplish all those purposes, and as many 
of the friends of the measure had objected to the trustees borrowing 
money, if any gentlemen would increase the number of their shares 
the money might at once be raised without resorting to that expedient. 
He concluded by urging on the gentlemen present to enlarge the 
number of the shares taken by them. J?400. was subscribed in the 
room, to which a considerable sum was afterwards added. — Local 
Paqmt. 
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HE clock dial on the north side of St. Nicholas 1 
church, facing the wheat market, Newcastle, 
was, at five o'clock in the evening of December 
5th, 1829, first lighted with gas. By a simplo 
but ingenious piece of mechanism, a semi-trans- 
parent plate of glass, forming the dial, is illumi- 
nated at any given time. The wheel used for 
this purpose runs in the hour wheel of the 
clock, but having twice the number of teeth that the latter has, it by 
that means acquires the necessary revolution of once only in twenty- 
four hours; then, having as many pins attached to it (for their Dum- 
ber is regulated at pleasure) as there are hours to elapse between the 
times of putting out and relighting the dial, they bear up a lever, as 
they revolve from hour to hour, which keeps the cock of the gas-pipe 
closed ; until all of them getting past, and the point of the lever 
having no more pins to strike upon, it of course descends, turns the 
cock, and (a little gas being left ignited throughout the day, by means 
of a pin-hole bored through the atop cock for the purpose), there 
immediately becomes a full flame at any period previously calculated 
on. Mr. Paine, of London, is the patentee of this useful and inter- 
esting contrivance. It was executed at the expense of the corporation 
of Newcastle, on the public spirited conduct of whioh body it reflects 
considerable credit. The dial, is eight feet in diameter ; the nume- 
rals are fifteen inches in length, and may be distinctly seen at a 
great distance. — Local Papers. 

December 8. — During the night, as Ralph Haswell, engineman, was 
guarding the rope at Winter's-lane engine, on the Hetton Company's 
railway, he by some means slipt his foot, and came in contact with 
the drum on which the rope is wound, when the first turn of the rope 
passed over his right arm, and the next turn over his right foot. In 
this awful situation he had to remain a considerable time, till at 
length another workman came to his assistance and stopped the 
engine, but not before nearly 400 fathoms of rope were wound over 
his arm and legs ! Fortunately the rope never passed over his head, 
or he must have been crushed to death. Upwards of an hour elapsed 
before he could be extricated, and what was astonishing he was not 
much hurt, excepting his right arm, which was a good deal crushed. — 
Ibid. 

December 9. — Isaac Milburn, gamekeeper to sir John Trevelyan, 
bart., of Wallington, fell in with a flight of 23 wild swans, of which, 
by a discharge of his double barrelled gun, he killed six. Two others 
fell, but escaped under favour of darkness. The largest weighed 1 7Ibs. 
—Ibid. 



A. D. 1829.] TABLE BOOK. 43 

1829 (Dec. 19). — About nine o'clock at night, a pitman named 
Joseph Gardner, was found in the centre of a large water wheel 
attached to the mustard manufactory, in Pandon dean, Newcastle, 
in a very perilous situation. Mrs. Hedley, who resided on the 
premises, thinking she heard a noise in the mill, took a light and 
proceeded to the spot ; on asking if any one was there, a faint voice 
replied, " Yes, I'm in the wheel." Assistance was immediately 
procured, and the poor fellow was dragged out with great difficulty, 
through the machinery, dripping with wet, and leaving his hat and 
one of his shoes in the dam, which were got out the next morning. 
His situation was truly dangerous ; for had the wheel once turned 
round, which the weight of his body on either side would have effected, 
he must have fallen into the dam beneath, containing five or six feet 
depth of water, or had he remained much longer exposed to the wet 
and cold, it was likely he would have perished, as he was very much 
exhausted when found. — Local Papers. 

December. 20. — Died, in the city of Durham, Elizabeth Maugham, 
aged 100 years. — Ibid. 

Decern. 26. — An excellently finished and beautiful vessel called the 
"George Green,' 1 was launched from the dock-yard of Messrs. W. 
Smith and Co., of St. Peter's, North-shore, near Newcastle, intended 
for the East India trade, and principally for passengers, her interior 
being fitted up with unusual neatness and elegance. She was built in 
the frigate style, and for the convenience of her passengers, the ports, 
which were thirteen in number on each side, had each a patent light 
in the centre, which hauled up for the admission of air into the cabins 
and lower deck ; she was also fitted with a double tier of windows in 
the stern and quarter galleries. Her extreme length was 135 feet, and 
admeasured 586 register tons. Some beautifully carved work on the 
stern, represented the armorial bearings of the gentleman whose name 
she bore ; her cutwater was also surmounted by a bust of the same 
individual. She was the finest merchantman ever constructed in that 
port, and was considered by scientific men to equal any London-built 
vessel. The ceremony of naming having been performed by Freder- 
ick Green, esq., at four o'clock the vessel was launched in the most 
imposing style, amidst the loud cheers of the assembled spectators, 
and a salute of cannon. Notwithstanding the inclement season, 
numbers went from a considerable distance to witness the launch. 
This beautiful vessel was totally lost on the 30th of January, 1830, on 
Hasbro' sand, on her passage from the Tyne to London. — Ibid. 

December. — Eight new bells arrived at Sunderland from London, 
for Sunderland church, two of them were a present from the rector, 
Dr. Wellesley. They were rune for +b^ ?W, tune on New Year's eve, 
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by Hie Uateshead union society of change ringers. The bells were 
justly admired for their beautiful tone. The tenor bell weighed 
14 cwt. — Local Papers. 



1829. — The patent slip-way, at Jarrow on the banks of the Tyne, 
erected by Messrs. Brown, was opened this year. The slip is capable 
of drawing up vessels of 500 tons burthen, and of containing three 
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ships at one time ; and there is a sufficiency of water to enable ships 
to get on and off at neap tides. — Mackenzie 8c Boss* Dur. 

1 829 .— The custom-house, Newcastle, which, previously, had been 
leased to government, was, this year, purchased by the lords of the 
treasury, and was ornamented with a handsome stone front. It also 
received considerable alterations in its interior in order to render 
it more eligible for the extent of its business. — MS. Col. 

The chief part of the abbey church-yard, in Durham, on the north 
side, was levelled, and the rubbish which had accumulated near the 
walls removed. During the operation many ancient coffin lids of 
stone were found. One which covered the remains of a child in a 
stone coffin below, appeared to belong to the Norman period, and 
was curiously ornamented. It was at this time discovered that the 
effigy near the north door, said to represent a man who leapt from 
one of the towers for a purse of gold, and was killed by the fall, was 
in reality the effigy of a lady Lumley who had been buried below. 
Bishop Matthew's license authorized John lord Lumley to remove the 
bones of his male ancestors only, and it proves their place of sepul- 
ture to have been near the north door of the church, the very place 
in question. — Local Bee. 

Primitive methodists chapel, Berwick upon Tweed, founded. — The 
register of births and baptisms extending from 1824 to 1837. — Bep. 
of Pari. Com. 

King street chapel (Independent), Morpeth, founded. The register 
of births and baptisms extending from 1829 to 1837. — Ibid. 

Died, this year, Thomas Richard Beaumont, esq. He was born 
about the year 1758. Early in life he entered the army as cornet, 
and ultimately attained the rank of lieutenant colonel of the 21st 
light dragoons, which he had raised as a fencible corps amongst his 
northern tenantry, but which was transferred to the line about the 
year 1795. The circumstance attending this transfer caused great 
sensation in the north, and for a considerable time rendered Mr. 
Beaumont very unpopular. He married Diana, daughter of sir 
Thomas Wentworth Blackett, bart., of Bretton hall, Yorkshire, who, 
upon the deatH of her father in 1792, succeeded, by will, to the 
magnificent manor of Bretton park, the abbey of Hexham, and 
extensive property in entails, and lead mines in the counties of North- 
umberland and Durham. Colonel Beaumont represented the county 
of Northumberland in five successive parliaments. He was first 
elected on the death of sir William Middleton, in 1795; in 1796, 
1802, 1806, 1807, and 1812; and retired in 1818 in favour of his son 
Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, esq. Colonel Beaumont died at 
Bretton hall after a protracted illness, on the 31st of July, and was 
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interred in the family vault there on the 11th of August. His kind 
and gentlemanly manners, joined to the most friendly disposition, had 
obtained for him the sincere esteem of a wide circle of acquaintances. 
— Local Papers. 

1830 (January 15). — A large party of the magistrates of the 
county of Northumberland, the high and under sheriff, several gen- 
tlemen of the bar, officers of the court, and other professional gentle- 
men, dined together at the Assembly rooms in Newcastle, for the 
purpose of presenting to Thomas Clennell, esq., the late chairman of 
the county, a splendid and richly ornamented silver candelabrum, 
on a triangular pedestal, supported on three highly ornamented feet 
of the Roman character. On one side was the following inscrip- 
tion : — " To Thomas Clennell, of Harbottle castle, esq., from the 
Oustos rotulorum, and the Justices of the Peace, the Officers and 
Legal Practitioners of the Court of Quarter Sessions of the County 
of Northumberland, in Memorial of his long, zealous, and efficient 
Services as Chairman, 1829." On another side was Mr. ClennelTs 
arms, and on the third side the arms of the county of Northum- 
berland, with the motto, " Libertas et Natale Solum." The pillar 
was highly enriched in the same style of ornament as the pedestal, 
terminating in six bracket branches and a centre light. It was 
presented by Charles William Bigge, esq., who had been elected 
January 15th 1829, to succeed Mr. Clennell as chairman of the 
county. The value of it was said to be 250 guineas. It was manu- 
factured by Messrs. Eundell and Bridge, of London. — Ibid. 

January 28. — Between ten and eleven o'clock at night, a most 
destructive fire broke out in the extensive coach manufactory of Mr. 
J. L. Angas, in Angas' court, Bigg market, Newcastle, which entirely 
destroyed the same, with the greatest part of the contents, even before 
the fire engines could arrive. The fire, which was first seen to issue 
from above Mr. Angas' counting-house, was not got under till near 
four o'clock on the following morning (Friday). The fire soon ex- 
tended to the houses in the court, on the side next to St. John's lane, 
and three of them, to the bare walls, were destroyed, and also several 
workshops in the Fighting Cocks' yard, on the opposite side of the 
court. The immense floor cloth manufactory of Mr. Hardcastle, 
which towers above the houses on the west side of St. John's lane, 
also soon caught fire in the roof, but fortunately, by the exertions of 
the firemen and others, it was extinguished without extending down- 
wards, or the whole square of buildings from the Nunsgate to the 
Assembly rooms must have shared its fate. The windows of the 
houses on the west side of St. John's lane caught fire by the heat 
from the burning mass on the opposite side, but by driving out the 
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frames, and the playing of the engines upon them, they were saved 
from total destruction. As most of the neighbours were in bed 
when the fire was discovered, much distress occurred in their escape ; 
several were in their night clothes only, though the frost was very 
severe. The whole of Mr. Angas^ stock, with the exception of a few 
carriages, got out of the yard, was destroyed. His workmen lost 
tools to the value of 100 guineas. Mr. Samuel Stokoe, who had a 
wine and spirit cellar in St. John's lane, received damage to the 
extent of nearly i?300., but fortunately he was insured. A house at 
the back of the buildings on the east side of St. John's lane, near the 
church, was almost wholly demolished. Another house about the 
centre of the lane on the east side, which had portions of Mr. Angas' 
manufactory at either end, and at the back, suffered severely, and 
being a numerously-tenanted dwelling, the confusion and dismay were 
proportionably great. It was owing to the intrepidity of Abraham 
Wilson, a paviour, that the pipe of one of the engines reached the 
roof of Mr. Hardcastle's floor cloth manufactory. Wilson broke 
through the roof of a dwelling house on the west side of St. John's 
lane, and succeeded in placing a fireman upon it, so that the latter 
was enabled to play on the building ; but the preservation of that 
stupendous building was mainly attributable to the unwearied exer- 
tions of Thomas Falcus and William Mills, two of Mr. Hardcastle's 
workmen, who succeeded, in reaching the roof from the interior of the 
manufactory, and aided by a number of their friends, and a plentiful 
supply of water from a large reservoir on the premises, they succeeded 
in checking and eventually extinguishing the flames, without any 
serious injury having been sustained, except in the partial destruc- 
tion of that part of the roof which was actually on fire. A confla- 
gration so direful in its consequences, had, it was supposed, never 
before occurred in Newcastle. The lofty and beautiful steeple of St. 
Nicholas'' church being illuminated by the flames, had a most remark- 
able appearance. Plunder to a most disgraceful extent was effected 
during this dreadful calamity, in consequence of which, the houses 
of various suspicious characters were afterwards searched, and much 
stolen property found. At the spring assizes in March, Elizabeth 
Smith, aged 29 years, Jane Oraggs, and Richard Beecher, aged 21 
years; were each sentenced to be transported for 14 years, for steal- 
ing bedding, clothes, &c, during this fire. — Local Papers. 

1830 (Feb. 23). — An inquest was held before Edward Hemsley, esq., 
coroner for Newcastle, on the body of a female child about five 
months old, name unknown. It appeared that the child had been 
left about eight o'clock the preceding evening, on the outer step of a 
house in the Salt entry, in the Close, near the Bridge-end, fully 
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dressed, and having also on a lilac speckled cloak and brown beaver 
hat, nearly new, with a bundle containing an abundance of excellent 
child's clothing, worth not less than £4. on one side of it, and a 
basket containing food and a child's tin pot with the name Ann upon 
it, on the other. There was also a letter found in the bundle, of 
which the following is a copy, viz: — "When you get this little girl 
its unfurtnate mother will be no more deserted by an it inhuame 
father I had nothing to support it with oh do not forsak it and may 
the blessing of the alimighy showr down his choicest bleasings upon 
you is the Preaer of its unfurntate Mother.'" It was a remarkably 
fine child, and when found, was suffering under violent convulsive fits, 
brought on by being exposed to the weather. Mr. Hosegood, sur- 
geon, was called in, and gave it every assistance : it lingered until six 
o'clock the following morning, and then died. The jury returned a 
verdict of " Natural Death under violent convulsive fits." The child's 
name was supposed to be Ann Wilkinson. — Local Papers. 
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CHAPTER III. 



7 IED, at Snow Hall, near Darlington, on 
the 28th of February, 1830, in his 60th 
t year, Thomas Sherwood, esq., M. D. For 
1 thirty years Dr. Sherwood engaged him- 
I self in the active duties of his profession 
I with zeal and ability rarely surpassed 
/ even at this day, when liberal feeling, 
enlarged understanding, and cultivated 
taste form so general and so prominent 
features in the character of an English 
medical practitioner. Not content with the ordinary routine of 
professional education, he had, during the early years of his active 
life, applied himself with ardour to the study of Oullen, Gregory, 
and other eminent authors, until his theory and his practice thus 
combining and lending mutual aid to each other, he gradually 
acquired that confidence in himself which was ever after so fine 
a trait in bis character, and by which he was enabled instinctively, 
as it were, to recognize latent disease, and to adminster promptly 
either to its prevention or its cure. In oases of fracture of the 
skull, or other accidental or natural derangement of the head he 
was eminently successful. Une of these, in particular, deserves 
to be recorded. During his residence at Bishop Auckland, a boy 
fell from a high wall, and beat upon his head. Dr. Sherwood 
though altogether in despair of saving him, trepanned the boy, pro- 
longed his life to this day, and was consulted on the extraordinary 
operation he had performed by almost every eminent practitioner in 
the kingdom. His classical education had been from circumstances 
limited, but he gave signal proof, when in the society of those who 
had approached nearer to the " entegros fontes " than himself, that 
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he had afterwards traced them to their scource, had tasted, and had 
drunk deeply too, of the thousand delightful rills which fall into the 
grand stream of poetry. Amid his other active employments, he 
stole many an hour which he consecrated to history, the poetry, the 
biography of his own country. Thence he informed his understand- 
ing and cultivated his taste : thence too, he drew those stores, which, 
ever beaming as they did within the breast of their possessor, shed 
too their benign and delightful influence on his companions and his 
friends. Whoever heard him give, with that distinct and manly 
intonation, that energetical expression, so peculiar to himself, Gray's 
ode to adversity, or Johnson's critique on Milton's plan of initiating 
his pupils into Latin, without being awakened to the most lively sense 
of the stern simplicity of the one, or the comprehensive and grasping 
vigour of the other? But troubles came thick and throng upon him. 
The first shaft waa aimed at him by the perfidiousness of friends ; 
the next by a higher and more awful power. His daughter and his 
favourite son were taken from him within a few weeks of each other. 
His eldest daughter on the 25th of October 1829, aged 22. Elizabeth 
Sarah Sherwood was kind and affectionate upon the truest principle 
of filial duty, and those who witnessed her many and painful days 
upon her death-bed, can well answer for those intense feelings of 
unfeigned religion, which awed and at the same time cheered her 
sinking mind. The history of Ralph Sherwood, who died a few 
weeks after his sister, is soon told. He was destined for the medical 
profession, and with this view he studied for a while in London, and 
was afterwards removed to Edinburgh, where his quickness and talent, 
his great attention to anatomical and surgical pursuits, and the 
accuracy of his pencil and pen in sketching off-hand, in the hospitals 
to which he had access, those various morbid, or other appearances 
produced by nature or the hand of the operator, soon gained for him 
the notice and approbation of men whose veriest word was praise. 
During his abode in Edinburgh, Mr. Sherwood became possessed of 
five very amusing Letters written by Mr. Eitson to Mr Laing, which, 
with a portrait of their eccentric author etched by himself, he com- 
municated to Mr. Nichols, who inserted them in the third volume of 
" Literary Illustrations of the 18th century," p. 775, &c. But here 
begins the sad tale ; that under a mistaken idea of the high theatrical 
powers, which men into whose company it was his misfortune to fall 
(Mr. Eean among the number) persuaded him that he possessed, and 
in connexion with the fact that his expensive habits had made him 
afraid of meeting his justly irritated father, he at once quitted the 
profession in which he was so well qualified to excel and betook him- 
self to the stage. He had, however, the grace to drop his paternal 
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sirname — but the name of Ralph Shermn will not soon be forgotten, 
not only in most of the provincial theatres, but even at Drury-lane, 
where, in Dandie Dinmont^ and similar characters which require a man 
well read in provincial phraseology, he most particularly excelled. 
To follow this misguided youth through the various chances and 
changes of his subsequent history is unnecessary if even it were 
possible. It may suffice to state, in general, that for many a year he 
drank deep of that bitter cup which is prepared for those who have 
exchanged their home, under such circumstances, for so degraded an 
occupation. He was at length, however, freely forgiven by his offen- 
ded father, and without one single murmur of displeasure was wel- 
9 corned to his home ; but, after a very short time, without any apparent 
reason, he abruptly quitted his father's house, attached himself to the 
stage once more, slept in a damp bed in Cambridge, early in the 
year 1830, and came home to die. The full and free condonation of 
what was past, and the pleasurable intercourse and conversation be- 
tween father and son, so far as the grief of the former for the death 
of his daughter, and the deeply-rooted disease of the latter, would per- 
mit, will not be soon forgotten by those who witnessed them both. 
Amid the gloom which, from all sides, lowered around him, the father 
recognized not the arm which, in chastening, was correcting and puri- 
fying his heart : he would talk incoherently of his lost daughter from 
morning till night, and he would sit gazing, with a vacant, glassy eye, 
upon a picture of his son in one of his characters. He was forlorn 
and blighted — reason ruled on her seat — she received not from him that 
" sweet oblivious antidote " so often adminstered to others — the con- 
flict was over, and he hurried into eternity. His body was found in 
the Tees, at the distance of a field from his house, and was afterwards 
buried with his father and mother and children in Staindrop church- 
yard. — Gents. Mag. 

1830 (March 8). — The developement of an Egyptian mummy took 
place at the lecture room of the Literary and Philosophical Society of 
Newcastle. The mummy, a female, brought from Egypt by baron 
Denon, was presented to the society by John Bowes Wright, esq., who 
purchased it at the baron's sale in Paris. It was opened by Messrs. 
Greenhow, Baird, and Fife, surgeons. The quantity of nankeen 
coloured cloth in which it was enveloped weighed no less than 501bs. 
6oz. It took two hours to denude the body, which, when exposed 
and dissected, was found in a remarkably perfect state ; the hair 
upon the head was long and perfect, of a reddish tinge, but become 
grey, the teeth were white and perfect, the breasts were large 
and pendulous, reaching almost to the spurious ribs. The colour 
of the mummy was a sepia brown, it was contained in two cases, 



62 tocAL historian's [a. d. 1880. 

apparently of sycamore wood, above two inches thick, divided into 
equal portions, and in a state of considerable preservation. This 
mummy, in its denuded state, is now in a glass case, and placed in 
one of the apartments of the Natural History Society, Newcastle. — 
Local Papers. 

l&lO (March 9).— The rev. R. Wasney, A.M., preached his last 
sermon at St. Thomas* chapel, north end of Tyne bridge, Newcastle, 
previous to the removal of that ancient structure. The corporation of 
the Trinity house accommodated the congregation with their chapel, 
until the new church at the Barras bridge was completed. — Ibid. 



Chapel or thb Tamiii boose (isai> 

March 15. — An alarming fire took place in a thatched two story 
dwelling house, situated at the west end of Tweedmouth, which 
occasioned the loss of two lives. One of the sufferers was AnnAitchin- 
son, 93 years of age, a rag woman, and in whose house the fire origi- 
nated ; the other was Alexander Tindil, 80 years of age, who resided 
alone in a room above that of Aitchmson's ; he could not be roused, 
and was very soon enveloped in the flames. The other occupants, 
twelve in number, escaped with their lives, but lost every thing they 
possessed. A subscription was entered into for their relief, having 
been reduced to a most deplorable state of destitution. — Ibid. 

March 19. — Died, at Chester-le-street, Mrs. Ann Watson, widow, 
aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

March 25, or according to a Family Register, 26th. — Died, James 
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Ellis, esq., of Otterburne hall, Northumberland. He was the 
son of William Ellis of Hexham, glover, who carried on his business 
in Priestpopple, but at the period of his son's birth, held the 
office of town-sergeant, and had his residence at the prison. James 
Ellis was born about January, 1763; he entered as a clerk, first 
in the office of William Hunter, solicitor, of Hexham. On the 
death of that gentleman, he became associated with Thomas "Bed- 
ingfield and George Pickering, in the office of Messrs. Davidson of 
Newcastle, the successors of their deceased father ; — this was in the 
beginning of 1783. On commencing business, he practised some little 
time in Hexham, having his office in what was then called the Black 
and the Grey yard, how the Nag's head, opposite the Meal-market. 
He soon settled at Newcastle, and some time after, in conjunction with 
Mr. Davidson, bought Otterburne estate, which they divided: the 
mansion fell to Mr. Ellis' lot, and this was his residence the remain- 
der of his life. Here he indulged those literary pursuits for which 
he had an elegant taste ; and sometimes was honoured with having 
sir Walter Scott for his guest. His death is thus recorded in the 
Newcastle Chronicle, of April 3rd, 1830. — Died, "At Otterburne 
hall, on the 25th ult., James Ellis, esq. A few years ago, he edited 
the Poems of Bedingfield and Pickering ; and added to the volume 
some pieces of his own, which evince correctness of taste and sensi- 
bility of feeling. His knowledge of Border History was extensive ; 
and from the materials which he communicated to sir Walter Scott, 
the latter bestowed on him the appellation of an " ingenious corres- 
pondent, and a learned antiquary/' He died at the age of 67. 
Ellis's volume was published in 1815, entitled — " Poetry, Fugitive and 
Original, by the late Thomas Bedingfield, esq., and Mr. George 
Pickering : with notes, and some additional pieces by a Friend." The 
shares which the two former gentlemen respectively had in the pro- 
duction of this volume, have been considered in other parts of this 
work. Ellis calls his portion — ' Trifles. 1 To some of the pieces the ap- 
pellation is not inappropriate. The rhyming letter to T. D., esq., 
with a key, is neither creditable to the writer, his correspondent, nor 
his travelling companion. But though not powerful, his poems are gen- 
erally polished, some of them elegant, reminding one of Logan, from 
whom he has unconsciously borrowed sometimes a line, — vide ' The 
Dream. 9 The c Ode to Morpheus' was first published in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine, for August 1792. His choice of subjects indicates 
a high admiration of the fair sex. His own copy of the Poetry con- 
tains some MS. notes. Appended to an ( Epitaph on a young 
Lady, 1 is the following — ' Eleanor Ord, whose father was some time 
my tenant at Grisonsfield.' And attached to the unfinished poem 
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entitled * the Rights of Woman,' is this note—' It is a remarkable 
fact, not much adverted to, that at the time of Columbus's second 
voyage, the island of Guadaloupe was inhabited by a nation of Ama- 
zons.' Whether our author, who married a Miss Gallon, found in his 
Bachael a full measure of connubial bliss, we cannot tell ; but they 
were long spared to each other, her death preceding his but ten 
weeks; their only child, a daughter, having died many years pre- 
viously. — Jos. Ridley's MS8. 

1830 (April 18.) — Died, at Bishopwearmouth Pans, Francis Don- 
kin, keelman, aged upwards of 104 years. — Local Papers. 

April 20. — A new fish-market, at Alnwick, erected at the expence 
of his grace the duke of Northumberland, was opened on the above 
day, it being the anniversary of his grace's birth. — Ibid. 

April 26.r— The old chapel of St. Thomas & Becket, at the north 
end of Tyne-bridge, Newcastle, was commenced being pulled down. 
A range of handsome stone buildings have been erected on its site. 
These erections, which are placed 17£ feet back from the line of the 
front of the old chapel, have made a great improvement in the turn 
from the bridge to the Sandhill, which, before, was inconveniently 
narrow and extremely dangerous to passengers. — Ibid. 

April 28. — A petition to the king from Mr. Thomas Drummond, 
collier, of Painsher, claiming the titles and dignities of earl of Perth, 
in Scotland, which were forfeited by the attainder of his grandfather, 
James Drummond, commonly called the " duke of Perth," for having 
joined in the rebellion in Scotland in the year 1745, was by virtue of 
his majesty's order of reference, presented to the house of lords, and 
was referred by their lordships to a committee of privileges. The 
circumstances attending the claim of Drummond were said to be of 
a nature more interesting than any hitherto brought before the 
public. — Ibid. 

April 2. — A person of the name of Cleghorn did penance in St. 
Mary's church, Gateshead, as punishment for the defamation of the 
character of Miss Anne Bishop Thompson Nicholson. — MS. Col. 

May 1. — A large party of gentlemen including a portion of the 
committee of management of the Stockton and Darlington railway 
company, a number of proprietors, the chief clerk, secretary, and other 
officers of the company, with numerous other individuals, set off 
from Darlington, in several railway coaches, to open the Haggar 
Leazes branch, which diverges from the trunk of the railway at West 
Auckland, and extends westward to Cockfield Fell, and thence in 
the direction of Butterknowl colliery, in all a distance of five miles. 
The party were met at the foot of the inclined plane, near to West 
Auckland, a little before eleven o'clock, by Mr. Storey, the chief 
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engineer of the company, and a considerable body of spectators, who 
had assembled to greet them on their arrival. The West Auckland 
band of music, seated in waggons provided for their convenience, 
having joined them, and a procession having been formed, it moved 
forward at a brisk rate. On entering the branch, the band struck 
up "God save the King," and the populace, at that time still 
further augmented, gave three hearty cheers. Several ladies having 
after a short delay, joined the procession, the word to advance was 
again given, and the whole body of carriages and people proceeded 
up the railway to the point of destination. The weather being 
extremely favourable, the number of spectators continued gradually 
to increase until they amounted to between 2,000 and 3,000. This 
branch was finally completed and opened with great eclat, October 
the 3rd, 1830. — Local Papers. 

1830 (May 14). — The foundation stone of a Unitarian chapel was 
laid in Bridge street, Bishopwearmouth, by the rev. William Turner, 
of Hanover square chapel, Newcastle. Mr. Turner delivered an 
address on the occasion to the persons assembled to witness the 
ceremony. — Ibid. 

Same day, died, in South street, in the city of Durham, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hodgson, aged 102 years. — Ibid. 

May 19. — This day (Wednesday), and the two following, there 
were horse races on the island called the King's Meadows, in the 
river Tyne, a little west of Newcastle. Tents were erected on the 
island, and various shows, &c, on the north shore of the river, which 
drew together a vast number of people. There was also a regatta 
upon the river. — Ibid. 

May 24. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at Win- 
laton, in the county of Durham, by the rev. J. Curtis, of the Metho- 
dist new connexion. — Ibid. 

June 28. — The intelligence of the death of his majesty king George 
IV. was received in Newcastle on the morning of the above day 
(Monday), and as early as six o'clock the bells of the several churches 
began to toll minute-time, and continued to do so at alternate hours 
throughout the day. The flag on the castle was hoisted half staff 
high, as were the colours of the several vessels in the river ; most of 
the shops were closed, or partially so, and the performances at the 
theatre were discontinued on that and the following evening. The 
flag on the castle retained its mournful position till after the inter- 
ment of his majesty took place. At Sunderland, the flags were 
hoisted half staff high upon the steeples of the churches of that town, 
Bishopwearmouth, and Monkwearmouth, and the bells were tolled 
without intermission until sunset. The vessels in the harbour also 
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displayed their odours half mast high on this mournful ■ 
and the theatre waa closed. The colours continued in that state 
till the period of his majesty's interment. At the various other towns 
in Northumberland and Durham, every token of respect was shewn 
on this melancholy occasion. — Local Papers. 

1830 (June 28.)— Died, in the Friars, Newcastle, Mrs. Sarah 
Clark, aged 101 years.— Ibid. 



June 30. — Being the day appointed by George Shadforth, esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, for the proclamation of his majesty, William the 
Fourth, a troop of the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer 
oavalry, and a company of the dismounted yeomanry, proceeded to 
the Sandhill shortly after eleven o'clock, where they formed into two 
lines for the purpose of escorting the civil authorities in the procession. 
At twelve o'clock a royal salute was fired from the castle, the bells of 
the several churches ringing merrily. A detatchment of the artillery, 
and a troop of the 3rd light dragoons, stationed at the barracks, then 
arrived, and formed in front of the local corps. At this period the 
scene was one of unusual animation, the day was uncommonly fine, 
and every window and house-top which commanded a view of the spot 
were crowded to excess, and the Sandhill, outside the military lines, 
was one dense mass of spectators. The firing of the castle guns 
having ceased, the right worshipful the mayor, accompanied by the 
recorder, sheriff, under sheriff, several of the clergy, and a number of 
the gentlemen of the common council came down from the guildhall 
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to the Sandhill, preceded by the flag, mace, and sword of the corpora- 
tion. The trumpet having sounded, the proclamation was read by 
Mr. Thomas Forsyth, the town-marshal, at the conclusion of which 
the band played " God Save the King/ 1 and the populace joined in 
three times three cheers. The procession then moved slowly up the 
Side in the following order : — 

Dragoons in double files. 

Royal Artillery. 

Dismounted Volunteers in double files. 

Constables. 

^ Free Porters with halberts. <3 

<B g iuusic g: p. 

j» ^ Sergeants at Mace. B §- 

9 c -S Corporation Flag. g 5 

.9 | • Tw0 Trumpeters. n g, d 

"« "S 3 Town-marshal with Proclamation. § <3 d§ 

o 



8 'o -S Regaha. £? g- g 

f> § 2nd Officer i w r Officer g- 2- " 

■SU . ^ VMayoM J2 „ - S B 



Q £ in command, f ^ r, \ commanding. * S m 

$ g Aldermen. Recorder. £' B' 

g | Aldermen. Aldermen. & ^ 

o S Sheriff. § 2 

^ Under Sheriff. Town Clerk. ? 

Clergy. 

Common Councilmen, &c. 

Dismounted Volunteers in double files. 

Volunteer Dragoons in double files. 

On arriving at St. Nicholas' square, the proclamation was repeated, 
as it was afterwards at the White cross. The retinue then returned 
to the Guildhall by Blackett street, Pilgrim street, &c, and the civil 
authorities having withdrawn, the military returned to their stations. 
The bells continued to ring throughout the remainder of the day, and 
shortly after seven o'clock in the evening, another royal salute was 
fired from the castle. A royal salute was also fired from the ord- 
nance stationed at the barracks. — Local Papers. 

1830 (June 30). — His majesty, king William IV. was proclaimed in 
the barrack-yard, at Sunderland, by the officers of the depot of the 
80th regiment, and a feu de joie was fired by the soldiery. — Ibid. 

July 3. — His majesty was proclaimed at Sunderland on the above 
day (Saturday), at noon by the magistrates. — Ibid. 

July 5. — The ceremony of proclaiming bis majesty took place at 
Durham, under the centre of the Piazza in the market place, at one 
o'clock, by T. Griffith, esq., the under sheriff, accompanied by the 
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mayor and aldermen in their robes, with the different trades^ banners, 
halberdiers, constables, sheriff's officers, trumpeters, &c. ; there were 
also present the bishop of Bristol, rev. W. S. Gilly, rev. 0. Thorp, 
prebendaries of Durham, and a great concourse of citizens and inhab- 
itants. The proclamation was afterwards read at the high side of 
the market, the procession then moved to the front of the ^county 
courts, at the head of Old Elvet, where the proclamation was 
repeated. Similar proceedings took place at all the other towns 
in Northumberland and Durham. — Local Papers. 

1830 (July 6). — Between four and five o'clock on the morning, a fire 
broke out in the candle manufactory of Messrs. Greene, and son, 
Gateshead. At first the progress of the flames was very alarming, 
but by speedy assistance they were fortunately subdued, after doing 
damage to the amount of between i?200. and i?300. The fire 
originated from a beam which had a communication with the flue 
of a furnace. A quantity of spirits were in the adjoining premises, 
separated, however, from the fire, by a massy stone wall. Had the 
flames got an entrance there, the destruction must have been immense, 
and the danger of the houses in the neighbourhood proportionably 
increased. The property was fully insured. — Ibid. 

July 15. — The day appointed for the interment of his Majesty king 
George IV., at Windsor, Newcastle presented an appearance of 
solemnity in strict accordance to the wishes of the chief magistrate. 
The magistracy went in solemn procession to St. Nicholas* church, 
preceded by the regalia, covered with black crape. The freemasons 
and the orangemen went also in procession to the same edifice, the 
former according to the order in their circular, " Costume— Black, 
with black gloves, and regulation aprons," and the latter with orange 
rosettes in their breasts. St. Nicholas'' church, on this occassion, was 
crowded to excess, many persons having to retire for want of accom- 
modation. The pulpit was covered with black cloth, as were also 
the pews occupied by the magistrates. Various muffled peals were 
rung during the day, the artillery stationed at the barracks fired 
minute guns during one hour in the evening, and minute guns were 
fired from the castle for one hour before sunset, when the solemnities 
of the day terminated. Suitable observances of this day took place 
in all the towns and many of the villages in Northumberland and 
Durham. — Ibid. 

July 27. — A live cattle market was held for the first time, on a 
piece of ground on the west side of the Forth, Newcastle, There 
was a large and choice supply of cattle, and a considerable supply of 
sheep and lambs. The number of the former about 130, and of the 
latter 900. Nearly the whole were sold. This market, which is 
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held on the Tuesday in every week, was established by the corpora- 
tion of that town, who very generously announced that no charges 
would be made for pens, &c. — Local Papers. 

1830 (July 31). — Died, at his residence in Elvet, 
Durham, Robert Henry M' Donald, esq., aged 80. 
He was the eldest and only surviving son of the 
late William M' Donald, esq., M.D., a native of 
l the town of Perth, N. B., and subsequently a resi- 
dent in the island of Jamaica, and in the city of 
Bristol, where he died. The late R. H. M' Don- 
ald, esq., in early life, studied for the medical pro- 
fession, and took his degree of M.D., but he never 
practised, and for many years previous to his 
Xyj) decease, had discontinued the title of " Doctor ." 
y\- He married Mary, the daughter of the late Mr. 
Chilton of Fishburn, in the county of Durham, and 
whom he survived but a short period. Dying without issue, his 
property and estates passed by devise, to the old Yorkshire family 
of Dixon, of Beeston. Mr. M' Donald was lineally descended 
from a branch of the ancient Scotch family of M 4 Donald of Clan 
Ronald. — Ibid. 

August 3. — A dreadful explosion of hydrogen gas took place in 
Jarrow colliery, at about twenty minutes before six o'clock on the 
morning, when forty two men and boys were deprived of life. Twen- 
ty-one of the men were married, leaving widows and sixty -six child- 
ren. There were one hundred and twenty men in the mine, of whom 
seventy were in the Bensham seam where the blast took place. Ten 
more were much injured, and two horses were killed. It appeared on 
the inquest that the miners had broken into a crack or fissure in the 
coal, whence the inflammable gas suddenly issued, and was ignited by 
some negligence in the use of the Davy lamp, as the mine was well 
ventilated just before. — Ibid. 

August 17.— Died, at Sunderland, in the Minories, Mrs. Ann 
Erskine, aged 104 years. — Ibid. 

August 21. — The new market at Sunderland, was opened this day 
(Saturday) to the public, for the sale of butchers'* meat, fish, poultry, 
vegetables, &c. &c. The commissioners under the paving and light- 
ing act, walked in procession from the commission room to the mar- 
ket-place, at six o'clock on the morning, when Mr. Caleb Wilson 
briefly addressed the spectators, declaring the market open for the 
sale of the above articles. About forty gentlemen, commissioners and 
others, dined together in celebration of the event, at the Golden 
Lion inn, on Tuesday the 24th, Sir C. Sharp in the chair. — Ibid. 
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1830 (Aug. 22). — The new gallery and organ in the Catholic chapel, 
at North Shields, erected at the expence of the pastor, were opened, 
on which occasion several pieces of sacred music, by eminent com- 
posers, were performed on the organ. The chapel was crowded to 
excess. At the same time was uncovered, at the altar, a large pic- 
ture of the crucifixion, painted by Ramsay, a composition of several 
figures larger than life, painted with great truth and brilliancy of 
effect. The cost of this picture was defrayed by subscription. — Local 
Papers. 

August 25. — This day (Wednesday) between twelve and one 
o'clock, arrived in Newcastle, the extraordinary stage performer, 
Miss D'Jeok, the Siamese elephant. Mr. Nicholson, the manager of 
the theatre royal in that town, having entered into engagements with 
Mr. Yates, for the performance of this animal upon the stage, it was 
intended to bring her from Edinburgh, where she had been perform- 
ing, by the Ardincaple steam vessel sailing between Leith and New- 
castle, but the high sea preventing the vessel from sailing in time, 
the elephant set out from Edinburgh in the evening of the 21st on 
foot, and walked the whole of the way from that city to Newcastle, a 
distance of about 120 miles. An immense concourse of people had 
assembled at the Barras-bridge, &c, Newcastle, to witness her entry. 
She had excited great curiosity on the road. The animal, which was 
about ten feet in height, was escorted by thousands of curious atten- 
dants, among whom she gravely kept her way, preceded by her keeper, 
without rope or chain, and with perfect indifference. She proceeded 
by Pilgrim-street and Mosley-street, to the theatre (the stage door 
way of which had been enlarged for her ingress), and exhibited her 
wonderful performances the same evening, without shewing any signs 
of fatigue. The following was said to be her daily consumption, 
viz : — 761bs. of potatoes, 601bs. of hay, 601bs. of straw, 11 quartern 
loaves, a bushel of bran, and a bushel of oats, and water in proportion. 
This noble animal was of a light colour and very fat. She had such 
an aversion to a carriage, that nothing could induce her to enter one. 
Whilst at Morpeth, on her road to Newcastle, she killed one of her 
attendants, an Italian, named Baptiste Bernard. This man, in a 
state of intoxication, three years before, had stabbed the trunk of 
this noble animal with a fork, and otherwise ill used her, in conse- 
quence of which, she ever after regarded him with aversion. At 
Morpeth, when he happening to be alone with her, she grasped him 
round the waist with her trunk, broke his ribs, and otherwise crushed 
him so much, that he died two days afterwards. On the expiration of 
her engagement at Newcastle, she was shipped from thence in the 
London steam-vessel, for the metropolis. — Ibid. 
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380. — The rubbish was partially removed from 

>om close to the outside of the wall of the 

lan station of Boreovicus (Housesteads), and 

he right of the southern gateway (see A. D. 

I), and which seemed to have had an upper 

-. It measured 24 feet by 15, and communi- 

d by a dark passage through the wall of the 

ion with a circular kiln, formed of masonry 

without lime, within a strong square tower, and having, 2 feet above 

the level of its upper floor, an oven of sandstone, which had been much 

used. The lower floor and eye of the kiln also exhibited strong marks 

of fire : and a quantity of strong broken freestone slates, coated with 

a stratum of lime mixed with broken pottery and brick, shewed that 

the upper floor had been made of such materials. Mr. Hodgson is of 

opinion that these apartments formed a true Roman pistrina, or place 

for drying and grinding corn, and making it into bread. — (HodgitnCs 

Northd.) The accompanying illustrations represent a portion of the 

Roman wall, west of Housesteads, as it now appears ; and a pedestal 

found at this station in the above year. 



September 9. — Died, at Clapham-rise, Surrey, William Bulmer, 
esq., aged 73 years, a native of Newcastle. The name of Bulmer is 
associated with all that is correct and beautiful in typography, And all 
that celebrity which for so many years belonged to the Shakspeare 
press. In him it may be truly said, that the art of printing has been 
deprived of one of its brightest ornaments ; as a proof it is only 
necessary to enumerate the beautiful edition of Goldsmith, and Par- 
nelTs poems, .and SomerviuVs Chase, with wood cuts by Messrs. 
Thomas and John Bewick. — Local Bee. 

September 9. — Died, at Greenfield, near Alnwick, Mr. John Hen- 
derson, aged 101 years. — Local Papers. 
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1830. — Independent chapel, Felling, near Gateshead, founded. 
The register of births and baptisms, 44 entries, extends from 1831 
to 1837.— Rep. of Pari. Com. 

The Presbyterian chapel, Bishopwearmouth, founded. The regis- 
ter of births and baptisms, 35 entries, extends from 1831 to 1837. — 
Ibid. 

The Primitive Methodist chapel (Bethesda) at Hexham, was built 
this year. It has afforded little satisfaction to the people worshipping 
in it ; having from the first shewn indications of insufficiency in the 
workmanship; and being all along encumbered with debt. This 
denomination established themselves in Hexham, in 1822, and first 
met for worship in a long room, at the Old Golden Lion, but 
soon removed to the Malt kiln lane, Battle-hill; which was their 
meeting place till 1830. William Suthard was their first preacher, 
and William Brining, senr., has been superintendent during the 
last two years, (1843). — Jos. Ridley's MSB. 

September 10. — A very serious accident happened at Morpeth. 
There were some mountebanks who had been performing on the 
south side of the river on what is called the High-stanners, and after 
the performances were over, as the crowd was returning by the chain 
bridge at the foot of Aldgate, it came down with a tremendous crash, 
and from two to three hundred persons upon it at the time, were 
precipitated into the river. The scene of confusion that ensued 
baffles description. One boy had his leg broken, another boy his 
thigh, and several persons were seriously injured, but happily no 
lives were lost. The accident was occasioned by some idle fellows 
jumping upon the bridge when much crowded. — Local Papers. 

September 19. — The Roman Catholic chapel, in Pilgrim-street, 
Newcastle, was re-opcned for divine worship, after having undergone 
a thorough painting, gilding, &c, and with the addition of side gal- 
leries. Two finely relieved representations of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
(executed by J. Ewbank,) were painted, one on each side of the 
altar ; they are imitations of statues standing in niches in the wall, 
and from the judicious distribution of light and shade, have an impos- 
ing effect. Selections of vocal and instrumental music were perfor- 
med, and collections made towards defraying the -expences, amounting 
to nearly i?50. — Ibid. 

September 22. — The new Roman Catholic chapel at Hexham was 
opened ; having been founded in 1828, and built under the direction 
and management of the rev. Michael Singleton, an ingenious artist, as 
well as a zealous priest, under whom a flourishing congregation wor- 
ship beneath the roof of a splendid edifice, which is constantly being 
embellished with new decorations ; and to which is attached a con- 
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venient burying ground. For many years previously, there had been 
two catholic chapels in Hexham, one in Cockshaw, which long was 
the scene of the labours of the rev. Matthew Sharpe, the other in 
Hencotes, on the premises now forming the minister's house, adjoin- 
ing the new chapel, which was served during a lengthened period by 
the rev. Jasper Leadbitter, the sixth Leadbitter, of the order of St. 
Dominick, as is stated in his epitaph in the Campy-hill. Mr. Sharpe 
was buried in the old school, now called the Ladye chapel. Recurring 
to a period antecedent to the building of the two older Catholic cha- 
pels, we find, in more intolerant times, the people met for worship in 
a house, the second from the foot of the Holy Island ; and at a still 
remoter era, they worshipped in a little thatched cottage, near the 
Ladle- well, in Cockshaw loaning, belonging a branch of the Leadbitter 
family, now Eirsopp, long dilapidated and recently demolished. — Jos. 
Ridley's MS8. 

1830 (Sep). — Some workmen employed in levelling a part of the 
Newcastle road, about a mile and a half east of Hexham, found, a 
little beneath the surface of the ground, the skeleton of a man, which 
had apparently lain there a long time, and had been deposited with 
much care, a grave having been formed of large stones set up in such 
a manner as to prevent the earth from coming in immediate contact 
with the body. — Local Papers. 

September. — At this time Hexham church was undergoing very 
important alterations in its interior, in being re-pewed and fitted up 
with stoves and flues for heating it. The workmen, in clearing a 
piece of ground lying between the south transept and the side en- 
trance to the choir, where the boiler was to be placed, uncovered a 
number of ancient tomb stones of a description exactly similar to 
that of John Malerbe, described and engraved in Wright's History 
of Hexham. They were very uniform in size and figure, being coffin- 
shaped and presenting no inscription but the name, which ran length- 
ways along the centre of the stone in old characters, but perfectly 
legible. The masons used part of them in carrying on the repairs of 
the church. — Ibid. 

This month, in digging a grave near the north wall of Tynemouth 
abbey, a rude stone coffin was discovered, in which two human bodies 
had been deposited. One of the skeletons, on the air being admitted, 
immediately crumbled to dust, whilst the other who had been a person 
of superior magnitude, remained perfect a considerable time. — Ibid. 

October 6. — A bazaar for the benefit of the infant schools in 
Newcastle, was opened at the new Music-hall, near the east end of 
Blackett-street, built by Mr. Richard Grainger, who generously gave 
the use of it for the occasion. The stalls (twelve in number) were 
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arranged up each side of the room and across the ends, on which 
were placed fancy articles of every description, many of them most 
tastefully and superbly got up, and furnished by the ladies and friends 
of the institution. The stalls were attended by ladies of the first 
distinction and respectability of the town and neighbourhood. This 
being the first bazaar ever got up in that town, and for such a noble 
purpose, it excited very great interest, and long before the time of 
opening the room, the front was crowded with company anxious to 
gain admittance. During the whole of the time the bazaar was open, 
the room was crowded with visitors, and many could not get admission. 
The receipts were £7\2. 15s. — Local Papers 



1830 (Oct. 14).— The lord bishop of Carlisle, consecrated a piece of 
ground which had been liberally given to the parish of Alnwick, by 
his grace the duke of Northumberland, for the enlargement of the 
church yard, it being in an excessively crowded state, — Ibid. 

October 19. — The hon. and right rev. Dr. Percy, lord bishop of 
Carlisle, consecrated the new chapel of the hospital of St. Mary 
Magdalen, at the Barras-bridge, Newcastle. On the entrance of the 
bishop, to the chapel, the members of the Newcastle and Gateshead 
choral society sung the chorus " Lift up your heads," accompanied by 
Mr. Ingham on the piano forte, and by a small band of music led by 
Mr. Bagnall. The deed of consecration was read by the rev. James 
Raine, of Durham, as the representative of the chancellor, and the 
bishop having signed it ordered it to be duly registered. The rev 
Mr. Wasney, read the morning service, and the proper psalms and 
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lessons, the bishop reading the communion service. The rev. Richd. 
Clayton, master of the hospital, 
then preached a very appropriate 
sermon, from Revelations, chap. 
21st. verse 3rd. On its conclu- 
sion, the Choral Society sung the 
Hallelujah chorus. This elegant 
chapel, called St. Thomas's, was 
<• not quite finished, but the east 

window of stained glass, manufac- 
tured by Mr. John Gibson, of 
Newcastle, excited much admira- 
tion. The window is in three 
divisions, at the top of the centre 
one, are the arms of the corpora- 
tion, whilst the division on the 
north displays the arms of the 
present master of the hospital, 
and that on the south those of 
George Anderson, esq., a liberal 
contributor to the building fund. 
The chapel was first opened for 
divine service on the 7th of Nov- 
ember, 1830. — Local Papers. 

1830.— While the rev. Anthony 
Hedley was collecting some loose 
stones from the Roman station of 
Vindolana, for the purpose of 
erecting his cottage of Chester- 
holme, he found (with others) 
the two inscriptions here figured 
(1. 2.) The first is a fragment 
of an altar dedicated to Veterinus, 
a local deity of frequent mention, 
in inscriptions in the north of 
England ; and the second, a mural 
stone set up by the Century of 
Valerianus. The others are 
funeral inscriptions found in the 
same station, at about the some 
period, and preserved with others 
in the arcade of Chester-holme. — 
MS. Col. 
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1830. — The rubbish of numerous rooms, remains of the great Roman 
station of Caervorran, in the manor of Blenkinsopp, Northumberland, 
was cleared out quits to their floors. The largest bulling opened is 
just within the south wall, and near the south-west corner of the 
station. It had a large hypocaust and several rooms floored with 
bath cement, laid on large flat stones, and supported by pillars, many 
of the stones of which, by the lines 
and mouldings upon them, had been 
evidently used in former buildings. 
The mouth of the furnace of the 
hypocaust was deeply reddened and 
corroded by fire, and one of its flues 
covered with a firm arch, secured by 
a regular key-stone. The walls of 
one of these rooms, when first expos- 
ed, were so strongly and beautifully 
painted, that their colours glittered 
in the sun like stained glass. The 
outer walls of the building were 
about 26 inches thick, the inner 
ones 22, and the whole in the firm 
style of ashlar masonry now com- 
monly used in farm-houses where 
good sand-stone abounds. Numer- 
ous remains have been turned up 
here at various times. The accomp- 
anying illustration represents an 
inscription found near the station about this period, and presented 
to the Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle, by colonel Coulson of 
Blenkinsopp. It is a funeral monument to Aurelia Faia, the wife 
of Aurelius Marcus, a centurion. She was a native of Salina, 
and died at the age of thirty eight, " sine ulla Macula." — Hodgson. 
MS. Col. 

October 25. — The first horse and cattle fair was held at Morpeth. 
It was to be held half yearly ; the second fair, was held on the 24th 
of March, 1831.— Local Papers. 

November. — This month, the John pit, Low Felling colliery, was 
discovered to be on fire, near to a steam engine placed down the pit. 
Three weeks were spent in vigorous exertions by means of a fire 
engine ; yet this became so expensive, that in the end the pit was 
closed up with deals resting on strong beams. On these was placed 
clay to a great thickness, strongly pressed down, and above all, water 
to the depth of two fathoms ; so that there is no doubt that the 
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fire was soon extinguished. The pits have since been re-opened, and 
the regular operations of the colliery resumed. — Mackenzie 4r Boss* 
Dur. 

1830 (Nov. 2). — Died, at the house of his friend Richard Wilson, 
esq., at Bildeston, Suffolk, aged 77, Edward Rotheram, esq., a captain 
in the royal navy, and G. B. Captain Rotheram was a son of the 
late John Rotheram, M.D., of Newcastle upon Tyne, a gentleman 
of high estimation both as a medical practitioner, and a person of 
general science. He was born at Hexham, where his father lived 
many years senior physician of the Infirmary. His elder brother 
John studied physic, &c. under the celebrated Linnaeus, at Upsal, 
and died professor of natural philosophy in the University of St. 
Andrews, about the year 1805. Mr. Edward Rotheram was early 
instructed in mathematical learning by his father and the late Dr. 
Hutton. He acquired practical navigation in the same school which 
bred our immortal circumnavigator Cook. Leaving the coal trade, 
and entering the Navy, he served during the whole of the American 
war, chiefly in the squadron commanded by admiral Barrington ; 
obtained a lieutenant's commission April 19, 1783, and was the 
senior officer of that rank on board the Culloden 74, in the battle 
of June 1, 1794; an event that led to his further promotion. In 
1795 we find him commanding the Camel store-ship, on the Medi- 
terranean station; and subsequently the Hawk sloop of war, and 
Lapwing frigate, at the Leeward Islands. His post commission bore 
date August 27, 1800. In the unparalleled battle of Trafalgar, 
vice-admiral Collingwood's gallantry was most ably seconded by cap- 
tain Rotheram, who commanded the Royal Sovereign, a first-rate, 
bearing the flag of that excellent officer, by whom he was subsequently 
appointed to the Bellerophon 74, as successor to captain John Cooke, 
who had fallen in the conflict. The severe loss sustained by the Royal 
Sovereign is the beet proof of the share she had in the defeat of the 
combined fleets. Her loss was 47 killed and 94 wounded ; and at 
the close of the battle, not a spar was left standing except the tot- 
ering foremast, which went overboard in the ensuing gale. A heavy 
shower of musquetry had nearly swept the quarter deck, when some 
of his officers requested captain Rotheram not to expose himself so 
much to the enemy's small-arm men by wearing his epaulettes and a 
gold-lace hat. " Let me alone, (he replied) I have always fought in 
a cocked hat, and always will.'" Captain Rotheram bore lord Nel- 
son's banner as a K.B. at the funeral of that great chieftain ; and 
was himself nominated a C. B. in 1815. Fifteen months previous 
to his death, on the recommendation of his late majesty William IV., 
when lord high admiral, he was appointed to an extra captaincy of 
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Greenwich hospital. He was a brave officer, and universally respec- 
ted. — Gnft. Mag. 

1830 (Nov. S). — Mr. William Woodman, of Morpeth, caused some 
excavations to be made on the Ha'- Hill, near the castle of Morpeth, 
when some carved stones were dug up. These were capitals of 
columns and some of the ornamented stones of a Norman arch, 
similar to some now built up in a door-way of the gate-house ; all 
of them, probably, belonging to some building finally destroyed during 
the siege in 1644. On the 23rd of December following, Mr. Wood- 
man made some further search on this hill. At the western extrem- 
ity of which he found the remains of a cairn. It consisted of a 
quantity of stones piled together ; and appeared to have been one 
of the rudest description. On the soil beneath the stones, was a 
thin layer of very fine black earth ; and, amongst it, a few small 
fragments of bones. — Hodgson's Norihd. 



November 11. — Darlington was first lighted with gas. — Local 
Papers. 

November 12. — Died, in the parish of Bywell, St. Peter, Northum- 
berland, Mr. George Stobart, aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

November 28. — About six o'clock in the evening of this day (Sun- 
day), some wicked incendiaries set fire to a barn, in the occupation 
of Mr. Hodgson, butcher, at Sw&llwell, in the county of Durham, by 
which it was entirely destroyed. The magistrates of the county 
offered a reward of 300 guineas for the apprehension of the offender 
or offenders. — Ibid. 



. d. 1831.1 



TABLE BOOK. 



1831 (Jan. 1). — An elegant chain bridge thrown across the Teea 
about a furlong above Stockton, by the Stockton and Darlington 
railway company, to form a continuation of the line down to Middles- 
borough, was opened. This bridge was erected by captain Brown, 
R. N. The foundation stone was laid on the 18th July, 1829. The 
bridge is two hundred and seventy four feet long, twenty five broad, 
and sixty in height, and is calculated to sustain a weight of 150 tons. 
On the day of opening an immense entire coal, weighing upwards of 
two tons, was sent down by this railway, to Middlesborough, from the 
Black boy colliery, to be shipped for the London market ; and which, 
when broken, was calculated to make two Loudon chaldrons. The 
main line was completed as a double railway in the year 1832. — 
Guide to Croft, fyc. 

Jan. 3. — Died, at the High Felling, near Newcastle, Ruth, widow of 
Mr. William Hays, of that place, cooper, aged 108 years. She re- 
tained her faculties until within two days of her death, and lived 
and died in the same house in which she was born. — Local Papers. 

January 5. — There was pre- 
sented to the Society of Anti- 
quaries, of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, an inscribed Roman 
stone (1) set up by the " sixth 
legion, victorious, pious and 
happy," and a mutilated Roman figure. 
At another period was given to the same 
Society, the flooring brick (2) repre- 
sented in the margin, hearing the num- 
ber of the legion at the station of 
CoRBTOPiTVM, or Corbridge, where all of 
2 these were found. — Arch. jUMtana, tyc. 

January 9. — The beautiful church of Warkworth, in Northum- 
berland, was discovered to be on fire, and its destruction was pro- 
videntially prevented by the combined and prompt exertions of the 
inhabitants. The flues had been heated three days previously, which 
rendered some wood near them exceedingly susceptible of ignition, 
and it was discovered that a pew, under which one of the flues passed, 
was in flames. — GenCs Mag. 

January 10. — The right hon. lord Ossulston, attained his 21st 
year, on which occasion, instead of the usual general festivities, his 
lordship decided upon distributing charity to the necessitous poor, 
on the extensive estates of the earl of Tankerville, which was done 
munificently. Blankets, clothing, coals, and a donation in money, 
were distributed to each necessitous family. Thus, at that inclement 
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season of the year, the poor at Chillingham, Wooler and Doddington, 
in various ways received a kind and liberal benefaction, as did also 
the poor of Embleton and Wark, in donations of money. His lord- 
ship's numerous labourers at Chillingham, were, upon the occasion, 
regaled with beef and ale, for which purpose, three of the wild cattle 
were shot, a portion of which, as well as furnishing the labourers 9 
dinner, was distributed to every poor family in the parish. There 
was also a dinner provided for the domestics of Chillingham castle 
on the occasion, at which hilarity and satisfaction prevailed. — Local 
Papers. 

1831 (Jan. 22). — A melancholy accident happened at Messrs. Ste- 
phenson and co's. steam engine manufactory, in South-street, New- 
castle. Some of the workman had been employed in weighing the 
materials of an engine about to be sent away, and on taking down 
the scales from a pair of sheer legs, the latter fell over, and struck 
Mr. John Stephenson (brother to the celebrated engineer) with such 
force against a vice, that his head was fractured, and he died instantly. 
Verdict, accidental death. The deceased was 42 years of age, and 
left a widow and four children. Nearly 200 of his friends and the 
workmen of the manufactory attended his funeral. — Ibid. 

January 28. — A very intense frost set in at Newcastle and the 
neighbourhood, which continued until Tuesday, February the first, 
when a heavy snow storm commenced, accompanied by a tremendous 
gale of wind from the S. E., which covered the country with snow 
to the mean depth of three feet. The mail coach from London to 
Edinburgh could get no further than Morpeth on the following mor- 
ning, the road north of that place being completely blocked up, and 
in many places from four to six yards deep, but the bags were for- 
warded on horseback. The coaches from Newcastle to Morpeth 
had great difficulty in reaching their destination on the Tuesday 
evening. The Alnwick coaches did not set off from Newcastle on 
the Wednesday, owing to the drifted state of the roads. The 
coaches from the south and the west, although considerably delayed, 
were able, with the aid of additional horses, to get through. Many 
of the carriers from the country could not roach Newcastle, Early 
on the Wednesday morning, the Young Husband, London trader, 
of Newcastle, captain Walker,* was totally lost with all her crew, 
off Seaton rocks, about a mile north of Alnmouth. A considerable 
quantity of goods and spirits were washed on shore. February the 

* Captain "Walker's body, together with two of the crew, were cast on shore near to 
where the vessel was wrecked, and interred at Lesbury, attended by his friends. He was 
a native of Newcastle, in his 37th year, and very highly respected. 
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4th, as Richard Watson and James Walton, two miners, were return- 
ing from work on the Teesdale side of the mountains to Chapel, 
on reaching the first house Watson urged his companion to go no 
further, but the latter persisted in going forward to the next house 
at any rate, which was about a mile farther. ' Before however they 
had got half that distance, Walton was quite exhausted, and Watson 
struggled with him, carrying him at last upon his back, until he came 
near the house, when fearing they would both be lost, he was under 
the necessity of leaving him in the snow whilst he endeavoured to 
reach the house. Having procured assistance, he returned to his 
comrade, who was still alive, but they had scarcely carried him into 
the house before he expired. The Union coach from Newcastle to 
Edinburgh, was unable to get further than Haggerston, the hospi- 
table mansion of lady Haggerston, who most kindly sent to inform 
the passengers and guard, that her house and table were at their 
service till the storm abated, and they were able to proceed on 
their journey. The Wellington coach from Newcastle to Edinburgh 
was buried in a snow wreath for several days in the vicinity of Mill- 
field, and the Chevy chase post coach was detained for eight days 
near Jedburgh. Thomas Simpson, gamekeeper to sir Edward 
Blackett, bart., was lost in the storm on Tuesday, February the first. 
He left Hexham in the afternoon for Matfen, and had got near to 
Stagshaw Bank, where his body was found on Wednesday the 9th. 
Adam Biddell, a shepherd of Elsdon, also lost his life during the 
storm. February the 4th, snow, sleet, and hail, fell with little 
intermission during the whole day, accompanied by a very high 
wind, and the frost continued with great intensity till Monday the 
7th, when a thaw succeeded. The sudden melting of the snow, 
aided by a strong south west wind, caused the Tyne and its tribu- 
tary streams to rise to an unusual height. On the 9th the whole 
of the low ground in the vicinity of Dunston was under water ; the 
houses of the poor inhabitants were completely innundated, many 
of them up to the roofs, and the loss sustained was very great. Mr. 
Ramsay, of Darwent-haugh, lost about 50 casks of salamoniac, and a 
kiln of fire bricks, which was just fired, and other property to a con- 
siderable amount. . The whole of the houses on the flats from New- 
burn downwards, were under water, and much damage done ; large 
quantities of hay, household furniture, &c, were seen floating down 
the river. The Quay and many other of the lower parts of New- 
castle, were overflowed, and almost all the cellars on the Quay and in 
the Close were filled with water. Mr. Jabez Hood's cellars were 
filled with water which reached within a few feet of the Close. At 
Messrs. Cookson's foundry in this street, the men were laid off work 
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in consequence, and the works of other manufactories were more or 
less impeded. Great destruction was done among the vessels at 
Shields, about 50 vessels were driven from their moorings, and a 
ballast keel, with an old man on board, was carried out to sea and 
was fallen in with on the following day, upwards of twenty miles from 
the land, by a vessel belonging to Sunderland, when the poor man 
was rescued from his perilous situation and brought into Sunderland. 
On the 9th, Mr. Thomas Thompson, of Newcastle, organist, had a 
very narrow escape from being drowned, as he was proceeding from 
the Sandhill to the Quay in a Shield's vehicle. The horse being 
blind, on getting amongst the water which extended across the Quay, 
took fright, and began to plunge, and the driver lost his command 
over him ; luckily a bolt gave way, and detached the carriage from 
the shafts, by which the lives of both were saved, as the horse ran 
forward, plunged into the river, and was immediately out of sight. 
During this snow storm, upwards of twenty ships were wrecked 
between Shields and Blyth, on the coast of Northumberland. — Local 
Papers. 

1831 (Jan. 29). — The first number of a newspaper entitled the 
" Sunderland and Durham General Shipping Gazette and Mercantile 
Advertiser," was published at Sunderland by William Gracie. It 
was discontinued after an existence of a few months. — Ibid. 

The same day, the petitions agreed to at a public meeting of* the 
inhabitants of South Shields, praying the legislator to include, in a 
measure of parliamentary reform, a grant to that town of the impor- 
tant privilege of returning its own representatives, having received 
2,300 signatures, a deputation waited on sir M. W. Eidley, bart., 
and John Hodgson, esq., the members for Newcastle, on the above 
day, with a petition to the House of Commons, for presentation by 
them, agreeably to the resolutions of the meeting ; the petition to the 
House of Lords was presented by the marquis of Cleveland. — Ibid. 

This month, the town of Hexham was first lighted and watched, — 
Ibid. 

A fire was discovered in the church at Wallsend, in Northumber- 
land, but by timely assistance it wa3 extinguished after one pew was 
burnt. This fire had originated in the flue. — Ibid. 

February 10. — The cut which had been some time in progress to 
improve the navigation of the river Tees was opened in due form. 
About two o'clock a large party of the Tees navigation company, 
accompanied by a numerous body of friends, proceeded down the 
river in a steam boat, when the brig Arno was towed through the 
cut, preceded by a number of steam boats, &c, amidst loud rejoicings, 
and in the presence of a great concourse of spectators, who lined the 
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banks of the river. On quitting the vessels, the company went in 
procession to the town-hall, preceded by a band of music, and in the 
evening a party of upwards of 100 gentlemen celebrated the event 
by a dinner at the Assembly rooms. Leonard Baisbeck, esq., pre- 
sided, supported on his right by lord Falkland, M. Fowler, esq., 
colonel Grey, sir Cuthbert Sharp, and W. W. Jackson, esq., and on 
his left by Thomas Meynell, esq., W. T. Salvin, esq., rev. John 
Brewster, John Cartwright, esq., the vicar of Norton, J. Favell, esq., 
and William Skinner, jun., esq., G. W. Todd, esq., officiating as vice 
chairman. This new cut formed a new channel for the river, commen- 
cing near Blue house Point (about a mile from Stockton) on the west, 
and terminating near Newport on £he east, being in length about three 
quarters of a mile, its depth sixteen feet, and its breadth 250 feet, 
and by it vessels are enabled to sail up to Stockton, which could not 
navigate the old channel. — Local Papers. 

1831 (Feb. 22). — At a general meeting of the coal owners, ship- 
owners, merchants, and other persons interested in the trade of the 
port of Newcastle, held in the Guildhall of that town on the above 
day, the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., in the chair, it was 
resolved to petition both houses of Parliament for the abolition of 
the duty on coals exported coastwise from the river Tyne, called the 
duke of Richmond's shilling. In consequence of this petition, aided 
by the strenuous exertions of the local members of parliament, this 
odious and oppressive tax was repealed. It has not been levied on 
any vessel from the river Tyne since March 1831 . — Ibid. 

February 26. — As Mr. John Heweson and Mr. John Branford, 
two Primitive Methodist preachers, accompanied by a female, were 
passing from Bishopwearmouth along the Hetton coal company's 
railway, near Warden law, to escape the danger on the inclined plane, 
they unfortunately rushed in between the light and laden waggons 
by which Mr. Heweson was killed on the spot, and Mr. Branford sur- 
vived a very short time. The young woman fortunately escaped 
unhurt. They were men of exemplary zeal and piety ; one left a 
widow with five children, the other a widow with six children. Their 
funeral, which took place at Sunderland, excited great interest and 
sympathy, and their remains were followed to the grave by some 
thousands of persons. — Ibid. 

February 26. — There was a meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and Wear, amounting to about 8,000 or 10,000, on the Black Fell, 
near Chester-le-street, when they entered into resolutions to demand 
higher wages.— Ibid. 

February 28. — A very handsome vessel of 600 tons burthen, called 
the "Duke of Northumberland," was launched from Mr. Smith's 
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dock, at St. Peters, near Newcastle. She was to supply the place 
of the " George Green," which had been built in the same yard in 
1829, for the same company of London gentlemen, but which was 
lost on her passage from the Tyne to London. — Local Papers. 

1831 (Feb. 28). — On this day (Monday), Thomas Clarke was execut- 
ed on the New Drop in front of the county courts at Durham, for the 
murder of Mary Ann Westhorpe, his fellow servant, at Hallgarth 
water-mill, near Durham, on the afternoon of Sunday the 8th of 
August, 1830, while their master and mistress were from home. His 
trial commenced at the city of Durham before Mr. Justice Littledale 
on the 25th of February, and before eight o'clock on the morning, 
such was the extraordinary excitement of the inhabitants of that city 
and neighbourhood, that the court was immediately filled almost to 
suffocation. The examination of the witnesses did not conclude until 
nearly ten o'clock at night, when the judge observed, that at that late 
hour he should not sum up the evidence unless the jury particularly 
wished it. The jury said they did not wish it. His lordship then 
intimated, that they must be all kept together till the next morning, 
and hold no conversation with any on the subject of this trial. The 
court was then adjourned till nine o'clock on the following morning. 
The jury were attended by the under sheriff and an officer to Mrs. 
Best's, the Half Moon inn, where they had a room set apart for them- 
selves. A little after nine o'clock the next morning, Mr. Justice 
Littledale entered the court, and almost immediately afterwards pro- 
ceeded to sum up the evidence with great minuteness and impartiality. 
The jury retired at a quarter past twelve o'clock; and after an 
absence of twenty-five minutes, returned with a verdict of Guilty. 
The judge then placed the black cap on his head, and on the prisoner 
being asked what he had to say why sentence of death should not be 
passed upon him, he simply replied — " I am innocent of the crime." 
His lordship then addressed the prisoner, and afterwards passed sen- 
tence of death upon him in the usual terms ordering him to be executed 
on the Monday, and his body to be afterwards given to the surgeons for 
dissection. On the Monday morning an immense concourse of people 
had assembled in front of the county courts to witness the execution 
of this unfortunate young man. The rev. Mr. Wheeler attended him 
during the greatest part of the forenoon, and joined him in prayer. 
The prisoner, at intervals, was much agitated and wept bitterly, but 
made no confession of his guilt. At a quarter past twelve o'clock, 
the criminal was brought out to the scaffold, dressed in a black coat, 
light, waistcoat and brown trowsers, and held a white handkerchief in his 
hand. He was supported by the rev. Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. A. 
Hopton, and was attended by the under sheriff and some of his officers 



A. d. 1831.1 



TABLE BOOK. 



«7 



and the governor of the gaol. When he ascended the drop, he stood 
very firm and addressed the assembled multitude in the following 
words : — Gentlemen, I am innocent — / am going to suffer for another 
man's crime ! " The cap was immediately afterwards drawn over his 
f ace — the drop fell — and this world closed upon him for ever. After 
the body had been suspended for nearly an hour, it was taken down, 
and conveyed in a shell to the Durham Infirmary for dissection. His 
age was stated in the calendar at 19 years. His victim was about 
the same age. — Local Bee. 

1831 (Feb). — Died, in the higher part of Gateshead, from the bite 
of a mad dog, John Henry Johnson, aged 14. During the Friday 
night succeeding his interment, the relatives of the deceased, who it 
appears had watched his grave, in the chapel burying ground, since 
he was buried, saw a man come over the yard- wall from the fields, 
and go towards the grave. One of them went up to him, and the 
resurrectionist immediately fired a pistol at him and ran off. The 
ball grazed his breast, but he was no worse. There were two men in 
company, but one of them remained in the field. — Gatesh. Intel. 

March 12. — An immense number of pitmen, belonging to the 
collieries on the Tyne and Wear, assembled together on the Black 
Fell, in the county of Durham, for the purpose of entering into reso- 
lutions, and considering the means of obtaining from their employers 
an increase of wages. — Local Papers. 

HE under-ground workmen of forty-seven collieries 
on the Tyne and Wear, held a meeting on the 
town-moor, Newcastle, on the 27th of the same 
month, to take measures for obtaining some im- 
provement in their condition. During the fore- 
noon, great numbers passed through the town in 
procession, apparently without exciting the least 
uneasiness or alarm among the inhabitants ; and 
it was calculated that nearly 20,000 were assembled by one o'clock 
at the place of rendezvous. Several persons addressed the meeting, 
and detailed in homely but energetic language, the grievances under 
which they considered themselves to labour. These did not appear 
to be so much connected with the prices* of work, as with some 
objectionable parts of the bond of service, the chief of which were 
the power of the owners to lay the men idle on the occurrence of the 
most trifling accident to the pits, to the engines, or even to the 
waggon rail-roads, after which their wages are discontinued for three 
days ; their subjection to the caprice of the viewers and agents, not 
only for a continuance of work, but even for shelter for their wives 
and families, as they are liable to be turned out of their houses, either 
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on , the completion, or on the non-fulfilment of the articles of the bond, 
arising from mutual disagreement ; the obligation they are under to 
remain idle at Christmas, without any compensation ; and the length 
of time boys are immured in the collieries, to the destruction of 
health, and of almost every chance of education or moral improve- 
ment. During the course of the proceedings, it was resolved to 
petition parliament ; to subscribe sixpence each to send deputies to 
London with the petitions; to continue to work, unbound, after 
their period of service had expired, if the owners would allow them 
— otherwise to cease working, and claim parish relief or magisterial 
interference, until their remonstrances were attended to, and the 
bond altered accordingly ; that the men of every colliery should 
meet twice a week ; that each pit should send a delegate to form a 
general committee for carrying the resolutions into effect; that no 
man should in future, buy meat, drink, or candles, from any one 
connected with the collieries ; and that the thanks of the meeting 
should be given to the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, 
of Newcastle, (who appeared in the midst of the assembly for a few 
minutes, and advised the leaders to inculcate order and peace as the 
surest means of obtaining justice), for the friendly advice he had 
given them, and for kindly offering to be the medium of communica- 
tion between them and their employers, as far as he could conveni- 
ently. These resolutions were severally put and carried unanimously, 
by a show of hands, which, from the immense number Held up, had a 
very great effect. The whole proceedings were conducted without 
the least disturbance, and the parties returned to their homes in the 
afternoon in good order. — Local Papers. 

1831 (March). — The foundation stone of a chapel belonging to the 
established church was laid at Seaton Oarew, in the county of Dur- 
ham. — Ibid. x 

April 4. — Monday, another large meeting of pitmen was held at 
Shaden's hill, Black Fell, on which occasion immense numbers of 
them marched through Gateshead in military order, with banners 
flying, inscribed with appropriate mottos. This meeting ended, like 
those preceding it, without coming to any determination. The fol- 
lowing are the heads of .what they demanded: — 1. Not to be turned 
out of their houses at the expiration of their hiring, according to 
their bond, but to let the law have its regular process. 2, To have 
eleven days per fortnight, at three shillings per day, which would 
leave about twenty nine shillings, after every deduction. 3, The 
time of working to be henceforth twelve hours per day. 4. Fines for 
laid-out corves to be only the loss of the price of the corf; and corves 
deficient in measure to be sent out at the crane. 5, Corves to be 
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adjusted when thought to be too large. 6, The annual binding to be 
at the usual time. The annual period of servitude of the colliers of 
the Tyne and the Wear having expired on the 5th of April, most of 
them refused to enter into fresh engagements with their employers 
until the differences between them were adjusted. The latter it was 
said, had agreed that the boys should in future work only twelve 
hours a day, and that the workmen should be paid their wages in 
money, and have power to buy goods where they pleased ; but the 
men continued to insist upon other conditions. On the following day 
(Wednesday), great numbers of them met at the Black-fell, with a 
hope that some further arrangement would be proposed by the coal- 
owners ; but as none were forthcoming, tbey dispersed, with a resolu- 
tion not to return to work on the former terms. In the meantime 
parties of military had been placed in readiness to assist the civil 
power in preserving the peace, and several Northumberland magis- 
trates, wholly unconnected with the collieries, offered themselves as 
mediators between the coal-owners and the pitmen. The magistrates 
announced that they would "be ready to meet the parties at the 
Moot-hall, in Newcastle, on Monday the 11th of April, 11 which was 
accordingly done, but, unfortunately, they failed in their well-inten- 
tioned efforts. — Local Papers. 

1831 (April 5). — A very handsome silver cup was presented to Mr. 
Henry Ingledew, solicitor, by a body of the parishioners of St. Nicholas, 
in Newcastle. On one side of the cup a beautiful representation of 
the steeple of St Nicholas' church is engraved, and on the other the 
following inscription, viz : — " Presented to Henry Ingledew, esquire, 
scrivener and solicitor, one of the church-wardens of the parish of St. 
Nicholas, in the town and county, of Newcastle upon Tyne, by a 
portion of the parishioners, in testimony of the sense entertained of 
his assiduous and indefatigable attention to, and faithful discharge of, 
the various duties of the office ; for the efficient and excellent manner 
in which he has mainly contributed to ascertain the privileges, and 
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establish, on a firm basis, the rights and immunities of the church ; 
and for his uniform attention to all matters connected with its 
interests. Easter Tuesday, 5th April, 1831." The cup was present- 
ed on behalf of the subscribers, by Mr. John Bawling Wilson, who 
was the senior member of the " Four and Twenty," of St. Nicholas' 
parish.— Local Papers. 

1831 (April 11). — A mendicity society commenced its operations in 
Newcastle. This charity was established as a check to the systematic 
imposture practised by the idle and dissolute upon the indiscriminately 
benevolent ; it is of no less service as a public institution in affording 
relief to the really destitute. The office of the society is situate in 
Castle-street ; and the arduous duties to be performed have been so 
efficiently executed, that the thanks of the authorities of the town 
have been given to those employed. The number of distressed indivi- 
duals who have been relieved with food and lodgings, to the present 
time (1844), averages about 4,000 annually. — Soc. Rep. 

April 12. — Being the day appointed for the opening of the sus- 
pension bridge over the river Tyne, at Scotswood, about four miles 
west of Newcastle, the morning was ushered in by peals of bells from 
the churches of that town. At twelve o'clock Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor, and John Hodgson, esq., M. P., for Newcastle, met the com- 
mittee of management, the proprietors and various other friends of 
the undertaking at the Assembly-rooms, from whence, after a short 
time, on a signal being given from the guns of the castle, the pro- 
cession set forward in the following manner, viz : — full band of music ; 
banners ; banner of the bridge with the motto " Ooelo pendit iter, 
ripas vinxere catenae ; " town marshal on horseback ; sword bearer* 
on horseback ; the architect' of the bridge, (Mr. Green) on horse- 
back ; the carriage and four of the mayor of Newcastle ; the carriage 
and four of the sheriff of Northumberland (George Silvertop, esq.) ; 
the carriage and four of John Hodgson, esq., M. P., the carriage of 
Mrs. Hodgson ; four carriages and four, containing the committee of 
management, viz : — Humble Lamb, Matthew Wheatley, George 
Hepple Ramsay, Matthias W. Dunn, Matthew Wheatley, jun., 
John Mulcaster, George Thomas Dunn, Joseph C. Lamb, esquires, 
and Mr. Thomas Grieveson, the honorary secretary ; the carriage 
and four of lord Decies ; the carriage and four of Humble Lamb, 
esq.; the royal mail-coach with a flag flying; a long train of 
carriages followed (between 80 and 90), and the rear was closed by 

* Mr. John Mowbray, merchant-adventurer, and boothman, had this day, previous to 
the procession, been elected sword-bearer of the corporation of Newcastle, in the room of 
Mr. John Bradshaw, who died very suddenly on the morning of the 4th of April, 1831. 
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a great number of gentlemen on horseback. On the procession 
entering on the bridge, by a precaution which was afterwards proved 
to have been unnecessary, the carriages passed over at ^ considerable 
distance asunder ; and when the carriage of the rector of By ton (the 
rev. Charles Thorp), approached the centre, it was stopped, and the 
blessing of Heaven on that bold and important work of man was most 
reverently and feelingly invoked by that reverend and respected 
individual. Previous to its entrance on the bridge, the procession 
w£s joined by Charles J. Clavering, esq., the high sheriff of the 
county of Durha^m, who escorted and accompanied it on horseback 
during its progress through his county. From the bridge the pro- 
cession moved up the road to Blaydon, about a mile distance, then 
returned by the old turnpike road to Swalwell, from whence it again 
returned to the suspension bridge, which it again passed over in 
closer order than before. But the strength of the bridge was soon 
after put to a much severer test, for as soon as the procession had 
passed over (no person being allowed to go on until the procession 
had returned) the gates being opened, the crowds of people who had 
been previously assembled at each end, rushed, with impetuosity, on 
to the bridge, in the centre of which they were soon collected into so 
dense a mass as to be incapable of moving, and putting the bridge to 
a severe trial. No fewer then 3,000 persons were collected between 
the points of suspension, making, with those on the ends, a crowd of 
between 5,000 and 6,000 persons. After repassing the bridge, the 
procession returned in the same order to the Assembly-rooms, where 
it arrived about four o'clock, amidst the ringing of bells and other 
demonstrations of rejoicing. Soon after five o'clock, the committee, 
subscribers, and other friends of the undertaking sat down to an 
elegant dinner, and spent the evening with the utmost coviviality. 
Many appropriate toasts were drunk. During the evening Mr. 
Hodgson, on behalf of the proprietors, presented the architect, Mr. 
Green, with an elegantly formed silver claret jug, on which was en- 
graven a view of the bridge, and an appropriate inscription. The 
bridge is 630 feet in length, the distance between the two points of 
suspension being 370 feet, with two half arcs of 230 feet each ; the 
road-way rises in the centre about eight feet, causing the bridge to 
assume a curved line of a grceaful and pleasing effect ; the road- way 
is above 20 feet, and the carriage-way seventeen and a half feet. 
July 21st, 1829, the first freight of stones for the masonry of this 

* " Presented to John Green, architect, by the Scotswood Bridge Company, in testi- 
mony of their sense of the talent and skill displayed by him in designing and executing 
the bridge oyer the Tyne, at Scotswood, April 12th, 1831." 
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bridge wa* conveyed from Lawson main quarry in a keel which was 
highly decorated with colours ; and immediately on being delivered, 
the first stone in the footings of the land abutments on the south side 
was placed on its bed, under the direction of the architect, and in the 
presence of Messrs. Grace and Ramsay, two of the committee of the 
undertaking, Messrs. Welsh and Son were the contractors for the 
mason work. The coffer dam of the north pier was commenced in 
September the same year, and the foundation stone was laid on the 
9th of February, 1830. The first chain was suspended across the 
river on the 23rd of February, 1831, and the last "(the fourth), on the 
fith of March. — Local Papers. 

1831 (April 14). — An elegant silver tripod candelabrum, value 150 
guineas, with branches for the lights, richly chased, was presented by 
the parishioners of Gateshead, to the rev. John Collinson, rector 
of that parish, " as a token of their sincere and affectionate regard, 
and of their sense of his virtue and benevolence ; and also as a 
testimonial of his conduct, by the zealous and assiduous discharge of 
his duties as their minister, for the period of 21 years," The pre- 
sentation took place at a public dinner. — Hid. 

April 15. — Died, at Killingworth, near Newcastle, in the 86th year 
of her age, Mrs. Elizabeth Gascoigne. Though the great north road 
ts not three miles distant from Killingworth, she never saw it in her 
life ; she was the youngest of a large family, and died in the same 
part of the house and in the same bed in which'ehe was born. She 
was the mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, to a numerous 
progeny. Upwards of one hundred years before, Mr. Nathaniel 
Punshon granted the use of the cottage to her mother for her life. — 
Ibid. 
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BODY of from 1,200 to 1,500 pitmen visited 
the collieries in the neighbourhood of Blyth 
and Bedlington, on the 18th of April, 1831, 
where they laid the pits off work, threatening 
to set fire to them if their orders were not 
complied with. At Bedlington Glebe pit they 
tore the corves to pieces, threw them into the 
shaft, and did considerable damage to the 
machinery, and at Netherton they were only 
prevented from committing similar acts of violence by being treated 
with a quantity of ale. They also emptied the larder and cellar of 
the manager of Gowpen colliery. On the following morning a large 
body of men went to Jesmond-dean colliery, near Newcastle, belonging 
to It. B. Sanderson, esq., where they did considerable injury to the 
machinery, throwing it down the pit, and endangering the lives of 
some workmen who were in the mine. On the Wear they had also 
been very violent, threatening to murder the horse-keepers if they 
went down the pit to attend the horses. A great number of special 
constables were swore in to protect property, and the deputy- 
lieutenant issued an order calling out the Northumberland and New- 
castle yeomanry. Part of the 82nd regiment of foot, stationed at 
Sunderland barracks, marched from thence to the neighbourhood of 
Hetton, to remain there during the unsettled state of the workmen 
belonging to the collieries of that district. A detachment of eighty 
marines and three subalterns, under the command of major Mitchell, 
sailed from Portsmouth for the Tyne, on account of the disturbances 
among the colliers. The vessel, towed by a steamer, sailed in less 
than an hour after the orders were received. — Local Papers. 
April 21. — A large meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and Wear 
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was held at Jarrow, which was attended by the men belonging to 
forty-nine collieries, each bearing a banner inscribed with the name of 
the colliery, and various mottoes. The meeting continued for a con- 
siderable time, and, after addresses from several speakers, who exhor- 
ted them all to conduct themselves orderly and keep the peace, they 
resolved unanimously to adhere to their former resolutions. The 
meeting then broke up, and the parties returned peaceably to their 
homes. — Local Papers. 

1831 (April.) — It was in contemplation to institute a college at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne to afford the sons of merchants and others of 
the middle class of society, suitable instruction in the higher depart- 
ments of a liberal education. — Genfs Mag. 

May. — This month, some workmen employed in taking down the 
premises in the High Bridge, Newcastle, formerly the poultry mar- 
ket, but latterly occupied as a soup kitchen, for the purpose of erect- 
ing a public house, in excavating the earth for the purpose of making 
a cellar, the remains of a Gothic arch was discovered, and amongst 
the rubbish some very large stones were found, and three fragments 
of dressed stone, which appeared to have formed part of a church or 
a chapel window. In corroboration of this, the workmen in the 
August following, whilst digging in order to form a conduit between 
the house and the common sewer, a part of a skull and several 
human bones were turned up, together with some pieces of wood, 
having the appearance of coffin-wood in decay. — Local Papers. 

May 4. — The right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor of 
Newcastle, gave an elegant entertainment at the mansion-house to 
sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., and John Hodgson, esq., the repre- 
sentatives of Newcastle, as a compliment to them, and commemora- 
tive of their successful efforts in obtaining the repeal of that very 
obnoxious tax on the coal of the river Tyne, known by the name of 
u The Richmond Shilling." Exclusive of the members of the common 
council, a large party of gentlemen were invited (between seventy and 
eighty were present) to celebrate the day. In the course of the even- 
ing several appropriate and interesting addresses were elicited by the 
toasts, particularly that which was made by sir M. W. Ridley, in which 
the hon. baronet described the unwearied devotedness of his late 
colleague (Mr. Ellison) and himself to obtain from all former admin- 
istrations, during the preceding twenty years, the repeal of that 
unjust and oppressive tax, the abolition of which they were that day 
met to celebrate, at a superb banquet. Nothing could exceed the 
hilarity and good humour which animated all parties; and shortly 
after ten o'clock the company separated, highly gratified with the 
splendid hospitality of the worthy chief magistrate. — 
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1831 (May 5). — A very large meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and 
the Wear, took place at the Black Fell, near Chester-le-street, in 
the county of Durham, where they were met by the marquis of Lon- 
donderry, accompanied by a military escort. His lordship addressed 
the men at considerable length, requesting them to disperse, and he 
would meet their delegates at Newcastle, which they immediately 
acceded to. A meeting in consequence took place at the Coal Trade 
office, Westgate street, in Newcastle, but without the desired effect. 
Another meeting took place on the following day, but they still held 
out against the terms offered them by the owners, and the collieries 
(with the exception of two or three which had been partially at work 
for a few days under the protection of the military), were laid com- 
pletely idle. From the long strike of the pitmen the want of coals 
at this time was very severely felt by the manufacturers and inhab- 
itants of the different towns. For some time detachments of regulars, 
horse and foot, assisted by parties of colonel Bell's cavalry and dis- 
mounted troop, were stationed in the neighbourhood of Wallsend ; 
sentries constantly patrolled at certain places for the protection of 
the engines and premises, and the men who were at work; during 
the night, squadrons of cavalry scoured the country in various direc- 
tions, as the idle men were at this time showing a very turbulent 
disposition, and rather than accede to the terms offered, many of 
them with their wives and children were wandering about Northum- 
berland and Durham begging. — Local Papers. 

There was likely to be a serious riot at South Shields colliery, 
in consequence of an attempt to prevent the bound men from going 
to their work, which was only put down by the timdy interference 
of Mr. Fairies, a magistrate of the place, and a party of marines. 
The next morning, an immense number of pitmen congregated at 
Hebburn colliery, and threw down the shaft all the corves, rolleys, 
and loose materials, to the great terror of the men below. Further 
damage was prevented by the appearance of the military. Four 
troops of colonel Bell's cavalry were dismissed, in consequence of the 
arrival at Newcastle of two troops of the 3d dragoons. About the 
middle of June, the pitmen generally resumed their labours. — Ibid. 

May 17. — Tradition having immemorially pointed out a plot of 
ground on the south side of Shaftoe-crags, Northumberland, as the 
site of the chapel-yard, and chapel of East Shaftoe; a party of 
workmen were employed by lady Decies, on the above day, to dig 
among its ruins, with the hope of finding on its floor some monu- 
mental device or inscription ; or in the earth below the floor some 
evidence of the interment of human bodies. At first they were 
directed to make a cast 6 feet broad, from south to north, in front 
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of the line in which it was supposed the rails before the altar might 
have run. At about 4 feet deep, and in the middle of the trench, 
a course of thick flag- 
stones with holes in 
them for fixing the 
posts of a wicket in, 
evidently marked the 
spot along which the 
rails had run; and 
within it, at the north- 
east corner of the 
building, and at about 
three feet from the 
surface, and about ten 
inches above the flag- 
ging for the altar-rails, 
the workmen came to 
a sandstone slab 6 feet 
3 inches long, 3 feet 
broad at the head, 2 
feet 5 inches at the 
foot, 6 inches thick, 
and bearing devices 
as represented in the 
wood-cut in the mar- 
gin. "These," says 
the rev. John Hodg- 
son (who was present 
during the explora- 
tion), " I apprehend 
are funeral symbols of 
a warrior and his wife— 
the shears and left 
hand cross being em- 
blematic of the lady ; 
and the sword, shield, and other cross, of the gentleman.'" — Arch. 
jEltana. 

1831 (May 20). — As a coble containing six pilots was going out of 
Sunderland harbour to a light vessel in the offing, it was struck by a 
heavy sea and upset, and five of the men, viz : — James Jones, Abra- 
ham Jones, John Wardle, William Brown, and Robert Appleby, 
were drowned. The individual saved, was washed near to the north 
pier, from whence a line was thrown, and he was hauled upon the 
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quay. Three of the bodies, with the father of James Jones's widow, 
who died on the same day, were interred on the Wednesday following. 
They were all carried in one funeral procession, which deeply affected 
the vast concourse of spectators. — Local Papers. 

1831. — This year, the south wall of the ancient castle of Thirlwall, 
Northumberland, fell into the river Tipalt, which passes below its 
elevated site. — Hodgson's Northd. 



May 24. — Died, at Jarrow, in the county of Durham in her 107th 
year, Margaret Fenwick. She retained her faculties unimpaired to 
the last. She was removed from Gateshead in 1774, and had received 
from the township of Westgate, during the period of fifty-seven years, 
no less a sum than £i50. — Gents. Mag. 

May 27. — Was opened the large tomb in the Galilee of Durham 
cathedral, in which such of the bones of the venerable Bede, as were 
in possession of the monks of Durham, were buried at the refor- 
mation. There were present, William Stephen Gilly, M. A., sub- 
dean ; Thomas Gisborne, M. A., residentiary ; James Baine, M. A., 
librarian ; William Jobling, mason ; Francis Bulmer ; Geo. Heron ; 
Ralph Stockley ; Robert Carr ; and Henry Carr. Two thin copper 
coins of the Hanseatic towns, (or, as they are generaly denominated, 
abbey- pieces,) were found in the soil near the surface ; and below, at 
the depth of about three feet, disposed in a grave of nearly six feet 
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in length, the following human bones, viz : — The palvarium, tolerably 
perfect, consisting of the os frontis and ossa parietalia; the ossa 
temporalia and portions of the bones of the basis of the skull ; the 
lower jaw bone, containing no teeth, their sockets ossified, affording 
the idea of an aged person; a portion of two malar bones; the 
heads of both the humeri ; the radius and ulna of one fore arm, the 
os humeri of the other ; eight bones of the tarsi of the feet ; a por- 
tion of the sternum ; the thigh bones. Each of these bones was 
found in the relative position, it would have occupied if the body had 
been entire. Some portions of decayed wood and moist soft dust 
appeared along the whole length of the grave, remains apparently of 
the coffin in which the bones had been placed. A large thumb ring 
of iron covered with a thick coating of gold was discovered in the 
place which the right hand would have occupied had it been there. 
It appeared, however, to have been placed upon a bone, for which as 
it was too large, the intervening space had been filled up with coarse 
woollen cloth, portions of which remained. The device is a cinque 
foil. The ring is deposited in the library, along with the relics of St. 
Outhbert, which were discovered May 17th, 1827. After a cast had 
been made of the skull, which was of a very strange formation, the 
bones were carefully deposited in a strong box of oak covered with 
lead, together with a record upon parchment of the above particu- 
lars, and were carefully re-interred, and the massive superincumbent 
altar tomb of blue marble was replaced on the following day. A while 
afterwards was cut in bold letters on the summit of the tomb, the old 
monkish verse : — 

"HAC SVNT IN FOSSA B^EDJE VENERABILIS OSSA." 

The cast of the skull is in the possession of the rev. James Raine, who 
has given to the public a detailed account of the discovery. — Maine's 
Dur. Cath. fyc. 

1831 (May 28).- — The first number of a newspaper, entitled the 
"Sunderland Herald, Shields and Stockton Observer, and General 
Advertiser," was published at Sunderland, by Thomas Marwood and 
Co. — Local Bee. 

June 2. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at Us- 
worth, intended as a chapel of ease to the parish church of Washing- 
ton, in the county of Durham. For this undertaking the public 
were indebted to the laudable exertions of the rector, the rev. H. 
Percival, and a few of the principal proprietors of that parish, and a 
piece of ground for the site of the church and church yard, was pre- 
sented by lord Ravensworth and partners. The style of architecture 
is that of the early pointed Gothic, and is from a design of Mr. Green, 
architect, of Newcastle, who conducted the work* — Local Papers. 
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1831 (June 13).— The rev. John Hodgson, author of the History of 

Northumberland, &o. &c., under the direction of the Antiquarian 

Society of Newcastle, on thiB 

and the three following days, 

had a considerable number of 

workmen employed in die-in- 
terring the remains of several 

curious Roman buildings at 

the famous ancient Roman city 

of Borcovicus or Housesteads 

on the lino of the Roman wall 

in Northumberland. Goorge 

Gibson, of Redesmouth, esq., 

owner of the place ; the rev. 

James Raine, of Durham; 

the rev. Anthony Hedley, of 

Whitfield; Mr. Jefferson, of 

Hexham ; Mr. Thomas Hodg- 
son (Newcastle), and Mr. R. 

W. Hodgson, were also present 

during part of the time the 

excavations were carrying on. 

These researches laid open the 

southern gate-way of the forti- 
fications of the place ; two 

granaries and kilns contiguous 

to each of them for drying 

corn ; and a very perfect Hy- 

pocaustum for heating the water of a tank, either for the purpose of 
a Sudatory or a kitchen. The accompanying illustration represents 
some of the tremendous precipices, near Borcovicus, over which the 
Roman wall may be seen running for miles together, bidding defiance 
to all but time. — Arch. JEliana, fyc. 

June 14. — The foundation stono of an addition to the parish church 
of Hurworth upon Tees, was laid by James N. Gollyer, esq., and also 
on the same day, the first stone was laid by Mrs. Hartley, of a 
National school for 150 female children, which ceremonies were 
accompanied by appropriate prayers by the rev. John Greenside, 
curate of Hurworth, and a suitable and feeling address to the chil- 
dren of the place, by Mr. Collyer. — Local Papers. 

June 20. — At the Cannongate Court-room, Edinburgh, Thomas 
Drummond, of Bid dick, in the county of Durham, grandson and 
heir male of the body of James, sixth earl of Perth, commonly called 
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the " duke of Perth," was, by a respectable jury, unanimously served 
nearest and lawful heir male of his deceased great grand uncle, lord 
Edward Drummond, who took upon him the title of earl of Perth, 
and who was the youngest and last surviving son, and last heir male 
of the body of James, the fourth earl of Perth. The circumstances 
connected with this claim was said to be of the most interesting 
nature. — Genfs Mag. 

1831 (June 22). — In the evening, the foundation stone of the new 
building of the Alnwick Scientific and Mechanical Institution was laid 
in the Green bat, in that town, with great ceremony. Upwards of sixty 
of the members and their friends assembled at the Star inn, at six 
o'clock, and marched in procession through the principal streets to the 
site of the building. Mr. George Tate, one of the members read 
a paper respecting the institution and its projected building, after 
which the paper, along with a few annual reports, and a catalogue of 
books then in the library, were deposited in the foundation stone. 
John Lambert, esq., who presented the society with the site for the 
building, laid the foundation stone ; after which Mr. Lambert addres- 
sed the assembly at considerable length, pointing out the advantages 
to be derived by the members individually, and the moral and political 
good resulting to the community from such institutions. The pro- 
cession then returned to the Star inn. The same evening the event 
was further celebrated by an economical public supper in the town- 
hall, John Carr, esq., of Bondgate-hall, in the chair. Upwards of 
ninety members and friends attended, when many loyal and appropri- 
ate healths were drunk. — Local Papers. 

June 23. — Died, at Edinburgh, whither he had gone for the bene- 
fit of his health, aged 63 years, Mr. Edward Walker, printer and 
proprietor of the Newcastle Gourant. Mr. Walker published his 
first paper, February the 20th 1796, — his successor and executor, Mr. 
Charles Henry Cook, published his first paper, No. 8163, on the 9th 
of July 1831.— Ibid. 

June. — The foundation stone of the Boyal Arcade in Pilgrim- 
street, Newcastle, was laid, and so rapidly and efficiently were the 
operations proceeded in, that is was opened in May the following 
year. The entire cost of the edifice amounts to nearly <£ ) 45,000. — 
Roses Typog. 

July 3. — The poor-house at Easington, in the county of Durham, 
was set on fire by lightning. A little girl was killed, and two other 
children were struck by the electric fluid, but were not seriously hurt. 
A man was so severely injured, that he was not expected to recover. 
The house received trifling damage, as the flames were speedily got 
under. — Local Papers. 
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1831 (July 4). — The first atone of a new chapel at Benwell High- 
cross, near Newcastle, was laid by the rev. John Dodd, vicar of New- 
castle, in the presence of the committee, and a considerable concourse 
of spectators. — Local Papers. 

July 7. — The new and elegant chain bridge over the river Tees, 
at "Whorl ton, about three miles below Barnardcastle, erected from 
the designs and under the direction of Mr. Green, architect, of New- 
castle, was opened for public use. Messrs. Welsh, of Gateshead, 
were the builders. The foundation of the north pier was laid August 
19th, 1830. The main chains were thrown over the piers, and safely 
moored into the rook on each side, April 1st, 1831. The span 
between the points of suspension is 183 feet. — Ibid. 



CHAIN BH1I10E AT WHOKLTO* (1631). 

July 9. — An explosion of hydrogen gas took place in the King 
pit, near Wreckington, belonging to the owners of Birtley iron works, 
by which two overmen, named John Dakers and John Boggon, and a 
boy, lost their lives. Happily the workmen had not all descended 
the pit at the time, or the loss would have been great. It was sup- 
posed to have been occasioned by a door having been left open in the 
mine. — Ibid. 

July 12. Dr. Bedalo, the celebrated swimmer, exhibited his 

powers on the Tyne, by swimming from the Ouseburn to Scotswood- 
bridge, a distance of about five miles, and displayed great skill both 
'n floating and swimming. On the 9th, he exhibited on the river 
Wear, at Durham, and on the 1+th, be displayed hie powers in a 
similar way at Sunderland. — Hid. 

July 22. — For some time the seamen of the port of Newcastle had 
demanded, and received in many instances, an advance of wages from 
£3. to £4. on the London voyage. This advance induced numbers 
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of men to leave their ships at London, Hull, and other places, to 
return home, thus causing an influx of hands to a much greater extent 
than could possibly be employed, and many consented to work for less 
than £4>. rather than be idle. The remainder, however, appeared to 
be determined that none should go under the increased rate, and 
adopted a system of unjustifiable intimidation. On the above day, 
two men were ill-treated at South Shields, for having sailed for under 
wages, and for some days vessels were boarded on their proceeding to 
sea, and their crews threatened with punishment if they did not leave 
their ships. July 26th, the Atlas was boarded by a number of men, 
who demanded the articles, and being refused, attempted to stop the 
vessel. Assistance was immediately sent from his H. M. S. Orestes, 
and sixteen of them were taken on board that vessel, and next day 
sent under guard to Newcastle, for examination, when they were held 
to bail for their appearance at the next sessions. — Local Papers. 

1831 (Jnly 25). — The first cargo of coals was shipped at Port Sea- 
ham, in a fine brig, the property of John Buddie, esq., called the Lord 
Seaham, which was towed out by two steam-boats, about four o'clock, 
amidst the firing of cannon and the cheering of about five thousand 
people. The marquis of Londonderry with Mr. Buddie and several 
other gentlemen, were on the pier to witness the ceremony, and the 
attendance of fifteen steam vessels from Newcastle, Sunderland, 
Stockton, &c, crowded with passengers, rendered it a very gay and 
interesting scene. — Ibid. 

July 27. — A boy named Butterworth, belonging the High-bridge, 
Newcastle, fell into the river from the Quakers-stairs, Gateshead, and 
was on the point of sinking, when Abraham Gun, a labourer with Mr. 
Charlton, grocer, Side, Newcastle, fearlessly plunged in, and rescued 
him from a watery grave. A subscription was immediately com- 
menced, and sixteen shillings were given to the individual who had 
so boldly risked his life in the cause of humanity. — Gates. IntelL 

This month, died, at Cantsmill, near Elsdon, in Northumberland, 
Mr. Robert Bolam, aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

July 29. — About half-past two o'clock on the morning, a bakehouse 
belonging to Mr. Scott, in Grindon chare, on the Quay, Newcastle, 
was discovered to be on fire by some pitmen going to work. In a 
few minutes after, the flames burst out in every part of the building. 
In a short time the engines of the Newcastle, Sun, and North British 
fire-offices, and the engines from the Barracks arrived, and by the 
skill with which they were applied under the direction of various 
individuals, the surrounding houses were preserved. The police 
officers and the military rendered most important assistance in extin- 
guishing the fire, and in preserving the goods from plunder and 
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devastation. The premises consumed were, a bakehouse, a barber's 
shop, the shop of Mr. Laing, hosier, the shop of Mr. Gisburne, 
stationer, Mr. Scott's fruit lofts, and Mr. Frost's office. The roof 
of Mr. Robert Oliver, the draper's house, part of his furniture and 
books, and the roof of Messrs. Mackey and Smith's house was also 
burnt, and their stock partly injured by the water; tho hosiery of 
Mr. Laing and the stationery of Mr. Gisburne also suffered in the 
removal. The public house of Mr. Teasdale sufferod by tho fire. 
The property of Messrs Oliver, Mackey and Smith, and Gisburne, 
were partly insured, as were the premises. The morning was for- 
tunately calm, or great havoc might have been caused among the 
shipping. This conflagration laid bare a part of tho ancient chapel 
of St. John of Jerusalem. — Local Papers. 

1 831 ( July 29). — The foundation stone of a new church was laid at 
North Sunderland, by one of lord Crowe's trusteos. Owing to the 
increase of the population, the accommodation given to the fisheries 
off that coast, the improvement of the harbour, and tho quantity of 
limo and corn sent from thence, North Sunderland has become of 
much consequence to the county. — Ibid. 

July 31. — Died, in St. John's poor house, in Nowcastle, aged 68 
years, William Scott, better known by the name of Cull Billy, one 
of the eccentric characters of that town, and though subject to 
general aberation of mind, yet ho often astonished persons by his 
shrewd answers to questions when put to him. — Ibid. 

August 1. — A new colliery at Waldridgo fell, belonging to Messrs. 
Sowerby and Co., was opened for the vend of coals. A great number 
of the inhabitants of Chcstor-le-street and the neighbourhood assem- 
bled on the occasion. Shortly after twelve o'clock, the first waggon 
load of coals was drawn off amid the loud cheers of the populace, 
accompanied by a full band of music. Tho extent of the railway 
from tho colliery to the river Tyne was nearly eleven miles. A party 
of gentlemen afterwards dined together at tho Lambton arms, in 
Chcster-le-street, in celebration of the event, and the workmen were 
also regaled with roast beef and plum pudding, ale, &c. — Ibid. 

August 4. — Tho first number of a weekly paper entitled " The 
Albion ; or Shields, Newcastle,- Sunderland, and Durham Weekly 
Advertiser," was printed and published at South Shields, by B. G. 
Sharp and Co., and given gratis. It contained nothing but advertise- 
ments. This was the only number that appeared. — Ibid. 

August 13. — The colliers of the Tyne and Wear, to the number of 
10,000 or 12,000, met at Boldcn Fell, in the county of Durham. 
During the forenoon the roads in the vicinity presented an unusual 
bustle, the men walked in procession from the different collieries, 
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bearing flags and banners, and in two or three instances attended 
by bands of music. The banners were numerous and of the gayest 
description, nearly all being embellished with a painted design, or with 
a motto more or less connected with the recent struggle of the pitmen 
and their employers. The object of the meeting was to get up an 
address to his majesty, thanking him for his beneficent attention to 
the wants of his people, for the reform bill, and for the support he 
had given to his ministers. About twelve o'clock, the speakers, who 
consisted of a few of the delegates from each colliery, mounted a cart, 
and proceeded to the business of the day. Thomas Hepburn first 
presented himself, and recommended order, sobriety, and attention 
to their religious duties, as the best means they could adopt to pre- 
serve the advantages they had gained, and to keep up in the public 
mind that favourable feeling which had been so generally elicited 
towards them during the strike. He was followed in a similar strain 
by Robert Arkle, Charles Parkinson, B. Pile, and R. Atkinson, the 
latter of whom recommended that Hepburn (one of the most active 
promoters and sustainers of the strike) should be appointed by the 
Union of the trade, and be maintained by the same body, to visit the 
different collieries, and to enforce the rules of the Union, the necessity 
of good conduct, and the duty of attention to the education of the 
younger branches of their families. The several addresses were 
patiently listened to, and loudly applauded ; they were delivered with 
peculiar fervour, and when touching on the results of the strike, and 
the steps necessary to be taken in consequence, they exhibited con- 
siderable acuteness as to the course of conduct which could alone 
preserve to them the advantages they had acquired, and render them 
deserving of them. The topic least commented on was that which 
they had met chiefly to discuss. They had no resolutions prepared 
respecting it — no address to his majesty to lay before the meeting. 
It was at length resolved, however, that the delegates should meet 
on that day week and prepare one ; and that, in the mean time, the 
signatures of the workmen at each colliery should be procured for the 
purpose of affixing them to it. Thanks having been voted to the 
public for their sympathy, and to the king and his ministers, parti- 
cularly to lords Grey, Brougham, and Durham, the bands were 
ordered to play the national anthem, which they did amidst tre- 
mendous cheering. The immense assemblage then dispersed in a 
similar order to that in which they arrived. — Local Papers. 

1831 (August 16). — On this day (Tuesday), the first number of a 
newspaper intitled " The Northumberland Advertiser, and Agricultural 
Shipping; and Commercial Journal," was printed and published at 
North Shields, by William Fordyce. — Ibid. 
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1831 (August 18). — Died, io Pandon, Newcastle, aged 106 years, 
Hugh Smith, commonly known by the appellation of Blue Breeks ,- 
he went about in his usual health till within a short time of his 
death. — Local Papers. 



In Pandon, Newcastle (18«> 

August 25. — The address agreed to at the meeting of pitmen on 
Boldon Fell, was dispatched on the evening of this day (Thursday) 
to lord Melbourne for presentation to his majesty, after having 
received 11,561 signatures from the workmen employed at 57 col- 
lieries on the rivers Tyne and Wear. — Ibid. 

August 30. — Died, at the house of her son-in-law, at Washington 
Mill House, Durham, Mrs. Isabella Smith, in her 100th year. — Ibid. 

August. — " The asylum for female Penitents, for Newcastle-upon 
Tyne and its vicinity," was established. A house was taken and 
entered upon in Villa-place, capable of receiving eight or ten inmates, 
and within six months it was full, and several applicants had been 
refused admission, very reluctantly, for want of room ; this induced 
the committee to call (by circular, dated February, 1832,) upon the 
benevolent and humane public, to enable them to obtain a larger 
house and an assistant matron. — Ibid. 
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1831 (Sep. 3). — In the evening a new Methodist chapel was opened 
in Park street, Darlington, by the rev. Jabez Bunting, M. A., the 
chapel previously in use, though very commodious, having proved too 
small for the great increase of the members of that society in Dar- 
lington and the neighbourhood. — Local Papers. 

September 5. — Whilst a man named Walker, banksman at Elvet 
colliery, near Durham, was laying hold of a corf of coals which had 
been drawn to the mouth of the shaft, he was nearly precipitated to 
the bottom, owing to the mismanagement of the individual who 
attended, inasmuch as ho lowerod the corf instead of raising it, which 
caused Walker to fall with his head downwards, and falling with his 
hands in the corf, whilst his feet was caught by some projection at 
the side of the shaft; he remained in this position until a person, 
not far from the spot, came and rescued him, by drawing him up by 
the feet. The poor follow when placed in safety, was so sensible of the 
dangerous situation he had been in, that he burst into tears. — Local 
Bee. 

September 6. — Died, at his house in Anderson place, Newcastle, 
George Anderson, esq., F.S.A., formerly major of the 34th regiment 
of foot, and a deputy-lioutenant and magistrate of the county of 
Northumberland, in tho 71st year of his age. Major Anderson was 
very liberal to various of the public institutions of Newcastle ; he pre- 
sented a valuable painting to tho church of St. Andrew, which is 
placed above tho altar table ; he also contributed liberally towards 
the building of the new chapel of St. Thomas, at the Barras-bridge, 
and by will left tho following bequests: — to the church of St. 
Andrew i?100, to repair and ornament the tower, and a further 
bequest of i?400, to erect a spiro, 100 feet high, if tho tower should be 
found capable of bearing it, his wish being, that it might be visible from 
Durham, and be an ornament to tho town. He also loft to St. John's 
church <s£200, to raise a spire 50 feet high on the tower thereof, with 
his arms engraven thereon ; and £o00, to St. Nicholas 1 church, for 
the purpose of obtaining a largo bell to strike tho hours upon, all 
of which bequests to be null and void if not complied with in the 
course of three years from his death. Ho was interred in St. Nicho- 
las 1 church ; his funeral was attended by a great number of gentry 
and a long train of carriages. — Local Papers. 

September 8. — Being tho day set apart for the celebration of the cor- 
onation of king William IV., and his illustrious consort, at Newcastle, 
the morning was ushered in with every mark of respect and joy. At 
an early hour the guns from tho castle fired a royal salute, and the 
bells of the various churches rung merrily, and the shops were very 
generally closed, all business being suspended. On the morning, the 
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corporate body of the town went in procession to St. Nicholas' church, 
and attended divine service. Dinners in honour of the coronation 
were held at various places in that town. The mayor and corpora- 
tion, and the brethren of the Trinity-house, gave «£20., to be con- 
tested for by six-oared boats on the river Tyne; the contest to 
commence from the high end of Sandgate, and tho boats were to 
proceed up the river, round the island called the King's Meadows* 
and back to the bridge. After a well-contested struggle, tho race 
was won by the William Clayton, 1st., receiving i?10., the Flying 
Fish, 2nd., recoiving £6. ; and the Robert Bell, 3rd., receiving £4*. 
Three other boats started. According to previous announcement, 
Mr. Green, the aeronaut, accompanied by major Callendor, ascended 
in his magnificent balloon from the Spital-field, amidst a great con- 
course of spectators. After remaining about half an hour in the air, 
the balloon descended upon the fine lawn in front of Closo house, 
about eight miles from Newcastle, the seat of Mrs. Bewicke, to whose 
kind hospitality tho aeronauts were much indebted for hor liberal 
supply of every sort of refreshment. The ball at the assembly-rooms, 
in the evening, was most brilliantly attonded ; nearly 160 of the ladies 
and gentlemen in the neighbourhood being present, and the dancing 
was was kept up with great spirit until a late hour. In the forenoon, 
the soldiers in the barracks, were reviewed by the commanding officer 
of the district, and fired a feu dejoie. The inmates of the Freemen's 
hospitals were presented with 2s. 6d. each, and the poor in tho differ- 
ent parish workhouses were regaled with roast beef, plum pudding, 
and ale. 

The Northern Political Union being determined on a public meeting 
this day, in order to move an address of thanks to his majesty for the 
reform bill, and also to adopt a petition to be presented to the house 
of lords, began to assemble about ten o'clock, and proceeded in a 
body to the town-moor, whither hustings, erected on waggons, were 
drawn for the accommodation of the speakers. The procession was 
headed by a band of music, and various emblematical flags. The 
weather was rather inauspicious, and immediately before the com- 
mencement of the business, the assemblage between 2,000 and 3,000, 
was visited by a heavy shower of rain. The preliminaries having 
been gone through, Mr. John Fife, (surgeon) moved that the chair 
be taken by Charles Attwood, esq. The motion was followed by loud 
cheers. ' The meeting was severally addressed by Mr. John Fife, 
Mr. A. L. Potter, Mr. T. H. Bell, of Alnwick, Mr. Joseph Watson, 
Mr. Charles Larkin, Mr. Eneas Mackenzie, senior, Mr. Weatherson, 
Mr. Wilson, of Hexham, &c, after which an address to his majesty 
and a petition to the house of lords for the passing of the reform bill 



96 local historian's [a. D. 1831. 

were read and adopted.* The members of the Union and their 
friends then left the ground and proceeded to the dinner, in a field 
behind Forth-street (formerly called Blackett's-field) and the town's 
wall, belonging to Mr. Featherston, and shortly after one o'clock, 
between 1,500 and 1,600 sat down, without the slightest incovenience 
Mr. Attwood again took the chair. The arrangements were very 
complete ; four large tents were erected, each containing two rows 
of tables, well stored with roast and boiled beef, ham, and bread. A 
separate table was provided for the chairman and the council of the 
union. On each side of the square, tents were placed for the purpose 
of supplying the company with ale or spirits at their own cost. 

This being the fiftieth year since B. Raikes, esq., devised the plan 
of Sunday-school instruction, the committee of the Newcastle Sunday- 
school union held a jubilee on the day of the coronation, in celebra- 
tion of the event. After various services in Brunswick chapel, nearly 
2,000 children, and 300 teachers took tea together in their respective 
school-rooms. In the evening a special general meeting of the union 
was held in St. James' chapel, Blackett street, which was most numer- 
ously attended. 

In Gateshead, the children and teachers attended service in the 
Wesleyan chapel ; and in the afternoon they partook of refreshments 
The day was also celebrated by dinners at the principal inns. 

The coronation day having been appointed for laying the founda- 
ation stone of a new Episcopal chapel, at Hetton, in the county of 
Durham, the ceremony took place at twelve o'clock on that day. 
The stone marked " Will. IV. Sep. 8, 1831," being lowered down, 
it was arranged and adjusted according to masonic rule, by G. T. 
Fox, esq., of Durham, in the presence of several of the subscribers 
and inhabitants of Hetton ; after which an appropriate address was 
delivered by the rev. E. S. Thurlow, rector of Houghton-le-Spring, 
in which parish the chapel is situated. 

At Stockton, the bells were rung merrily, and there was a display 
of flags from the custom-house, town-house, and numerous shipping 
in the harbour ; the shops were closed, and the day was observed as 
a holiday. At seven o'clock on the morning, the bellman summoned 
the poor in the town to attend at the shambles, where Robert Lamb, 
esq., mayor, at his own expense, caused about 100 stones of beef to be 
distributed, and which was done to between 400 and 500 families. 

At Darlington, the shops were all closed, the bells were rung 
during the whole of the day, a band of music paraded the streets, 

* The petition to the house of lords was despatched to London on the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1832, with 30,734 signatures appended. It measured in length 157 yards. 
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and three public dinners, most respectably attended, were held. 
The town was partially illuminated at night. 

A grand dinner party was held at the Londonderry-arms, Seaham 
harbour, to celebrate the coronation of their majesties. 

A very magnificent display of Chinese fire works took place at 
Barnardcastle, which continued from eight o'clock till half past eleven 
o'clock in the evening, and reflected great credit upon the ingenuity 
of Mr. T. Bell, the conductor of the exhibition. 

At Sunderland, the 82nd regiment, stationed at the barracks, fired 
a feu de Joie in honour of the day, flags were displayed in various 
parts of the town, all business was suspended, cannons were fired and 
bells were rung. A large party of gentlemen dined at Kay's, the 
Golden lion inn, sir Guthbert Sharp in the chair, and the poor in 
Sunderland workhouse were plenteously regaled with roast beef and 
plumb pudding, with a sufficiency of ale. In the evening, many of 
the inhabitants illuminated their houses. 

At South Shields, the festivities of the day was observed by the 
ringing of bells, firing of guns, &c. At eight o'clock on the morning, 
500 poor families were supplied with 41bs of beef, and a loaf of bread 
each. A fat sheep was also distributed to the poor by Mr. John 
Oyston. Flags were displayed from the ships in the harbour, as well 
as from many houses in the town ; parties dined at the principal inns, 
the poor were also regaled with a dinner and ale at the workhouse, 
the sailors had a procession, and there was a display of fireworks in 
the evening. 

At North Shields, the coronation was celebrated with every dem- 
onstration of joy. The bells rung many merry peals, guns were fired 
from Ch'fford's-fort, and the ships in the harbour displayed their flags. 
To make the poor comfortable on this memorable occasion, a liberal 
subscription was entered into by the inhabitants, from the proceeds of 
which, each poor family was supplied with bread, beef, and ale. i?50. 
were given by the managers of the seamen's relief fund to be distri- 
buted to the scullermen in beef and bread. 

At Ohester-le-street, the bells were rung merrily, and Mr. John 
Jackson, of South Shields, gave to twenty poor persons of the former 
place, one ounce of tea, one pound of sugar, and a cake each, to 
regale themselves on the occasion. 

On this auspicious day, great rejoicings took place at all the other 
towns and most of the villages in Northumberland and Durham, 
one universal feeling seeming to pervade the whole. — Local Papers. 

September 12. — Mr. Green and major Oallender ascended in the 
magnificent balloon of the former, a few minutes after three o'clock, 
from the yard of the gas company, in the Manors, Newcastle. The 
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balloon, after being about an hour in the air, descended at Low Gos- 
forth, nearly three miles from Newcastle. — Local Papers. 

1831 (Sep. 19). — Mr. Green made another ascent from the corpo- 
ration yard, near the gas works, in the Manors, Newcastle. On this 
occasion, he was accompanied by Miss Oyston, daughter of Mr. 
Ambrose Oyston, brick manufacturer, of South Shields. An im- 
mense concourse of spectators were assembled to witness the ascent, 
both in the yard which was fitted up for the reception of company, 
and on every house top and eminence which could command a sight 
of the balloon. The day was clear, but somewhat windy, which 
occasioned a little delay in the aeronauts commencing their journey, 
but the interval was agreeably filled up by letting off several pilot 
balloons. This was the first time that a female had ascended from 
Newcastle. The descent took place in a pasture field called Saltwick 
Hawes, in the parish of Stannington. — Ibid. 

September 20. — About nine o'clock on the morning, a dreadful 
explosion took place in the Wellington High pit, the property of 
Messrs. Bell and Co., by which three men and eight horses were 
killed, and fourteen men severely burnt. The whole complement of 
men were in the colliery at the time of the accident, and many more 
lives must have been lost, but from another outlet to the pit, by 
which the men were drawn up. The names of the sufferers were, 
Michael Martin, Thomas Nicholls. and Joseph Armstrong. — Ibid. 

October 10. — The common council of Newcastle, established a new 
corporate company entitled " The Company or fraternity of Grocers 
and Spicers of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Taylor Gibson, Henry 
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Jefferson, John Daglish, Thomas Atkinson, Robert Usher, William 
Alexander Bowes, Thomas Dobson, William Pearson, William Mow- 
bray Potts, John Mowbray, Septimus Mowbray, William Wailes, 
Richard Pringle Watson, the Younger, and Dawson Stephen Hum- 
ble, free burgesses of the said town, and carrying on the trades or 
crafts of a grocer and spicer, or the one of them, in the said town, 
were declared members, and they were consequently enabled to 
bestow the freedom of the town upon their apprentices. — Ordinance 
of the Company. 

1831 (Oct. 17). — This being the day appointed for the public meet- 
ing of the friends and associates of the Northern political union, to take 
into consideration the measures necessary to be adopted in conse- 
quence of the House of lords having rejected the reform bill, large 
parties of reformers arrived from the neighbourhood of Newcastle, 
during the forenoon, and proceeded to the places appointed for them, 
previous to walking in procession to the Town moor, where the meet- 
ing was held. A little before twelve o'clock, the procession started 
from Westgate street, preceded by the hustings, on which a board 
was placed with the words " The King, Grey, and Liberty," painted 
on it. The reformers followed walking four a-breast, with complete 
regularity and order, forming a line of such immense extent as to 
occupy nearly fifty minutes in passing any particular spot. About a 
dozen bands and upwards of thirty flags, variously inscribed and orna- 
mented were dispersed over the whole, and contributed much to enli- 
ven the scene. In the centre of the procession was the carriage of 
Charles Atwood, esq., of Whickham, from whence he had been drawn 
that morning by a party of his friends, who continued to pursue this 
method of evincing their respect towards him. The hustings were 
placed on the cow-hill, and were immediately filled and surrounded by 
people who continued to increase in number until after one o'clock, 
when the number present was computed at about 50,000 persons. At 
one o'clock Mr. Attwood was called to the chair, and that gentleman 
immediately addressed the meeting at considerable length. The 
multitude then gave three times three tremendous cheers each for 
the king and earl Grey, and left the Town-moor in the most perfect 
order. — Local Papers. 

October 22. — A fire broke out at Presson-farm, near Wark, be- 
longing to Mr. Taylor. The wind blew very high, and in a few 
minutes the flames increased to a fearful height, and consumed two 
large stacks of hay, five large stacks of straw, a stable, two sheds, two 
byers, and a hen house. With great exertions the fat cattle and 
horses were safely got out, and the fire prevented spreading to other 
parts of the building. Its origin could not be accounted for. — Ibid. 
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1831 (Oct. 22.) 
These fine altars, 
with another, were 
found on this day, 
on the outside of 
the semicircular 
projection of the 
hypocaust, near 
the eastern gate- 
way of the station 
of Vindolana. The first is 4 feet 9 
inches high, and finely carved. Its 
ninth and tenth lines have heen purpose- 
ly erased, probably for the correction 
of some error of the sculptor. Quintus 
Petronius, however, has contrived to 
leave us here, in a small compass, a 
goodly display of his names, family, 
rank, country and birth place. It is 
thus Anglified, " To Jupiter the Best 
and Greatest, and to the rest of the 
immortal Gods and the Genius of the 
Praatorium, Quintus Petronius, son of 
Quintus of the Fabian family, surnamed 
Urbicus, prtefect of the fourth cohort of 
the Gauls, from Italy, and of a house of 
Brixia, performed a vow for himself and 
family." The bottom of the other 
altar, has been so much fretted away by 
damp or weather as to be very dim, if 
not altogether illegible ; but the upper 
part is quite perfect. It is 26£ inches 
in height, has on its left side the sacri- 
ficing axe and knife, and an ox ; on the 
right, the prsefericulmn, and a patera 
with a human face carved on its centre. 
The focus on its top bears strong marks 
of fire. A domestic at the plaoe is said 
to have given the following explanation 
to one of her friends : — " That's an aud 
communion table; the hole i'the top's 
for the wine, and there's the knife they 
cut the bread with." It is sacred to 
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the Genius of the Pwetoriura by PituaniuB Secundus, prefect of the 
fourth cohort of the Gauls. At the same period was found a large 
pine cone, represented above, a neatly shaped copper pan, and other 
remains. — Hodgson. MS. Col. 

1831 (Oct. 25). — A public meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, 
was held in the Guildhall, to consider of and adopt the best means 
of supporting the exertions of his majesty's ministers, for still carrying 
the reform measure into effect, when it was resolved that two 
addresses should be transmitted for presentation to his majesty and 
earl Grey. — Local Papers. 

October 26. — The Cholera Morbus, made its first appearance 
at Sunderland, in the county of Durham, and so fatal were its 
effects, that between the above day and April 3rd, 1832, there 
were 538 persons attacked, of whom 205 died. On its first ap- 
pearance much alarm was excited in consequence of some medical 
practitioners having declared that it was contagious, whilst others 
contended for its non-contagion; in the mean time government 
having been apprised of the mortality existing at Sunderland, sent 
Doctors Daun and Barry (the former intimately acquainted with 
cholera from his long residence in India, and the latter had visited 
Russia to witness the progress of cholera there), to examine and 
report, and they, in opposition to the resident faculty, declared it to 
be the Asiatic cholera, of a highly malignant and contagious nature, 
and in consequence, the ships from that port were put under a quar- 
antine for fifteen days, causing great stagnation of business, which 
added much to the distress amongst the lower orders. Boards of 
health were established at that and the neighbouring towns. The 
large school house, built by Mr. White, at Coxon^s Green, near Sun- 
derland, was fitted up as an hospital for the reception of patients 
afflicted with cholera. The barrack gates were closed to prevent the 
garrison having any communication with the town, the magistrates 
caused the streets and lanes to be cleansed by the fire-engines, and a 
committee of gentlemen was formed, who divided the town into 
districts, and visited each daily, in order that all persons affected with 
cholera might have medical aid. Many meetings of the faculty and 
others took place for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the 
dreadful malady, and also to devise the best means of relieving the 
distressed inhabitants. The nobility and gentry of the county of 
Durham subscribed liberally towards the relief of the poor during this 
awful visitation. It raged principally amongst those of the lower 
orders whose dissolute habits and want of cleanliness rendered them 
speedy victims to its direful attacks, most of them only surviving a 
few hours. — Ibid., fyc. 



1 



102 loqal historian's [a. D. 1831. 

1831 (Oct. 27). — There was a great public meeting at Sunderland, 
to determine on presenting an address to the king on the subject of 
the rejection, by the house of lords, of the bill for a reform in the 
commons' house of parliament. — Local Papers. 

October 31. — The freeholders and other inhabitants of the county 
of Durham, met in the spacious area in front of the court-house at 
the city of Durham, to deliberate on the rejection of the reform bill, 
and to address his majesty and his ministers. The number present 
was between 8,000 and 10,000.— Ibid. 

November 17. — As George Lowerson, a boy about four years of 
age, was playing about his fathers door at the Felling, near Newcas- 
tle, the covering of an old pit unknown to any person, sunk with 
him, and he was drowned in the water at the bottom. — Ibid. 

November 19. — A meeting of the shipowners of Monkwearmouth, 
was holden to adopt measures for the construction of a wet dock, 
near the entrance of the port of Sunderland, and on the north side of 
the river. A series of resolutions, in favour of the measure, were put 
and carried unanimously. The meeting was addressed by sir H. 
Williamson, bart., M. P., and others. — Genfs. Mag. 

November 25. — The mayor of Berwick, John Langhorn, esq., with 
the magistrates and other officers, a deputation appointed by the 
corporation, waited on lord Edward Fitzclarence, at Etal House, in 
Northumberland, to present his lordship with the freedom of the 
borough. The deputation were hospitably entertained, and returned 
highly gratified. — Local Papers. 

Same day, died, at Colliery Row, near Houghton-le-Spring, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Robson, aged 100 years. — Ibid. 

December 7. — The cholera commenced its ravages in Newcastle, 
from which time to March the 12th, 1832, the number of persons at- 
tacked was 1039, of which 322 died.* From the constant intercourse 
between Newcastle and Sunderland, this visitation had been appre- 
hended for some time, therefore every means had been adopted by 
the local authorities to avert as much as possible the impending 
danger. Various meetings of the faculty, &c, took place, at one of 
which doctors Daun and Barry were present, lieut-col. Oreagh had 
formed a board of health by order of government, and Archibald 
Reed, esq., mayor, having received orders to send to government daily 
reports of the state of health in Sunderland, South Shields, North 
Shields, and Newcastle, obtained every information in his power for 



* On the 9th, when the first official report was issued, five cases had occurred, of whom 
two died and the three remaining were mild. All the reports were signed by "John 
Brown, Secretary.'* 
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that purpose. Letters were sent to the owners of property in Sand- 
gate, Pandon, the Close, Castle-garth, Queen-street, Bailiff-gate, 
Back-row, and other ill-ventilated and dirty places in the town, cal- 
culated to retain and spread the infection, earnestly recommending 
them to have the interior of their houses washed with hot lime, either 
at their own expense or that of their tenants. The magistrates, who 
were unceasing in their exertions to mitigate the evil, ordered the 
lanes in Sandgate to be washed with hot lime and thoroughly cleansed. 
Hospitals, to which patients might be removed on their first attack, 
from populous neighbourhoods, and where they could be more effici- 
ently attended to, were fitted up with requisite conveniences. The 
castle was appropriated to the parish of St. Nicholas ; for the parish 
of All Saints, a large house on the North Shore, behind Sandgate, 
was converted into an hospital ; the paupers were removed from St. 
John's poor-house, in the Bath-lane, without the Westgate, to other 
premises, and that building was fitted up for the reception of cholera 
patients in the parishes of St. John and St. Andrew. The mayor 
issued an order in pursuance of the powers delegated by the privy 
council, that the bodies of all persons who died of cholera, should 
be interred within twelve hours from the time of their decease, 
and an inspector was appointed to see that this order was complied 
with. Every precaution was taken with the dead ; they were buried 
in a part of the church-yards set aside for the purpose, their graves 
were not less than six feet deep, und quick lime was thrown in upon 
the coffins, the corpses were not allowed to enter the churches, but 
were taken forward to the graves, and the service read over them 
there. The corporation caused a carriage to be constructed to convey 
with more ease and less danger, patients to the various hospitals, and 
the same body were at the expense of building a hearse to convey the 
corpses to the grave. The barracks were closed, and the soldiers 
stationed there were not allowed to come into the town. In conse- 
quence of this visitation, the theatre was not opened as usual for the 
winter season, a quarantine was placed upon all ships from that port, 
by which business was most grievously stagnated, and the annual 
Christmas ball and supper given at the mansion-house were postponed 
until the 22nd of March, 1832. During the greatest fatality of this 
disorder the bells of the various churches tolled continually from 
morning to night, and the corpses passed through the streets in great 
numbers and in rapid succession, many of them without a single at- 
tendant, but the person who was appointed to lead the horse, which 
was attached to the hearse, and he holding the bridle at its utmost 
stretch. The greatest number of deaths which occurred in one day 
was on January 16, 1832, when twelve persons suffered, the inhabi- 
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tants in general were unremitting in relieving those who were in 
misery and want. A great number of keels of coals were given to 
the poor by the coal owners. A committee was appointed by a 
public meeting, held on the 30th November, to relieve the wants 
and add to the comforts of the poorer inhabitants, who distributed 
throughout the four parishes, clothing, bedding, and fuel to the 
amount of about thirteen hundred pounds. There were interred at 
St. Nicholas church, from December the 13th, 1831, to January 29th, 
1832, thirty-one persons who had died of this disease ; and at All 
Saints church, from December 9tb, 1831, to February 21st, 1832, 
eighty-seven persons who had fallen victims to the same disorder. 
The other churches also received a portion, but the generally crowded 
state of all the church-yards in Newcastle, precluded them admitting 
any more ; the bodies were, therefore, after this, interred at the 
Ballast-hills, St. Ann's chapel, and the Westgate-hill General Ceme- 
tery. As a proof of the sanatory condition of Newcastle, previously 
to its being visited by the cholera, it may be stated from a careful ex- 
amination of the several registers of burial that the deaths for the 
months of September, October, and November, 1830, were 538, and 
that for the corresponding months in 1831, the deaths were 432, 
being less by 106, than at the former period. — Local Papers. 

1831 (Dec. 10). — The cholera made its first appearance at North 
Shields, from which day to March 17th, 1832, the number of individ- 
uals attacked in North Shields, Tynemouth, and Ohirton, was 258, of 
whom died 91 persons. — Ibid. 



CHAPTER V. 




N the 21st of December, 1831, the friends 
and admirers of the rev. William Turner, 
of the Unitarian chapel, Hanover-square, 
Newcastle, gave him a very splendid en- 
tertainment at the Assembly-rooms in 
acknowledgment of bis great public use- 
fulness, and on the occasion of his en- 
trance into the fiftieth year of his resi- 
dence in that town, when upwards of one 
hundred gentlemen sat down to dinner. 
A few days after, 9th of January, 1832, he had another proof of 
attachment shewn to him, by his congregation, who presented him 
with an elegant silver salver, suitably inscribed, to mark their sense 
of his efficient services, and in commemoration of his entering upon 
the fiftieth year of his ministry. The subscription on this occasion, 
confined to members of the chapel, having accumulated to the amount 
of three hundred and twenty pounds, it was resolved to invest three 
hundred pounds of this sum in securities for Mr. Turner's benefit. 
The salver was presented by James Losh, esq. — Local Papers. 

December 23. — Early on the morning, the stables of Jacob Maude, 
esq., of Selaby-hall, near Staindrop, in the county of Durham, were 
set on fire, and four fine horses, two of them hunters, and two coach 
horses, worth from i?400. to J?500. were entirely destroyed. No 
doubt was entertained that this was the work of incendiaries, the 
stables having been partly set on fire the Sunday previous, December 
the 18th, but it had been got under. For the apprehension of the 
incendiaries, his majesty's government offered =£200., Mr. Maude 
.£100., and the marquis of Cleveland J'lOO.— JUd. 
December 24. — Upwards of 1,000 pitmen riotously assembled to- 
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gether at Waldridge colliery, near Chester-le-street, in the county of 
Durham, and while from twenty to thirty men were at work in the 
mine, stopped the engine, necessarily kept going in order to pump out 
the water, and then threw large iron tubs, wooden cisterns, corves, 
and other articles down the shaft, by which the workmen were placed 
in the utmost danger. For apprehending and bringing to justice the 
persons concerned in these outrages, bis majesty^ government offered 
a reward of 250 guineas, and a free pardon to accomplices, and the 
owners of Waldridge colliery also offered a reward of 250 guineas to 
any one but the real actors in the outrage. At the Durham spring 
assizes, March the 2nd, 1832, six men named James Becketts, Outh- 
bert Turnbull, John Middleton, John Rippon, Samuel Brown, David 
Kelly, and Thomas Moore, were put upon their trial for the above 
outrages, and after a patient investigation, the jury retired for about 
ten minutes, and returned with a verdict finding Brown, Rippon, 
Moore, Middleton, Kelly, and Becketts, guilty, and Turnbull, not 
guilty; the first three were then sentenced to 15 months 1 imprison- 
ment, Middleton and Kelly, to 12 months, and Becketts to 6 months'* 
imprisonment. It appeared upon the trial, that the pitmen employed 
at this colliery had refused to work, and in consequence the owners 
had employed some lead miners, who were down the pit at the time 
of the outrage. — Local Papers. 

1831 (Dec. 25). — The cholera made its appearance at Gateshead, 
and on the following day (Monday), forty cases had occurred. The 
number of persons attacked between this day and the 6th of March, 
1832, was 402, of which 144 died. On the Tuesday, the number of 
new cases was by far the largest that had occurred in the district in 
one day,* which excited considerable alarm. Within a space of twelve 
hours it spread itself over a diameter of two miles, and appeared to 
pay but very little distinction to altitude of situation, for the higher 
parts of the town were laid under its stroke in an equal degree, or 
nearly so, with the lower, ^ipewellgate, Hillgate, the banks above 
Pipewellgate, Oakwellgate, and the lanes leading from it, JacksonV 
chare, NunVlane, Wreckington, Gateshead Low-fell, Low-team, 
situations as different in their external characters as can well be 
conceived, were all indiscriminately exposed to its fury. Sunderland, 
Newcastle, North Shields, and Gateshead, were the towns in Durham 
and Northumberland, most devoted to the ravages of this pestilence, 
but a great number of colliery and other villages suffered in no ordi- 
nary degree. On the 3rd of Jan. 1832, at the village of Newburn, 

* A joiner in Gateshead, it is stated, made fifty coffins in one week, and from Decem- 
ber 25th to the January 13th, had made J 02 coffins for persons having died of this malady. 
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situated on the river Tyne, about five miles west of Newcastle, the 
cholera broke out and made dreadful devastion — out of a population 
of 550, occupying 131 houses, there were 424 persons attacked, of 
whom 57 died. Among the victims was the rev. James Edmonson, 
the vicar of that place. — Local Papers. 

1831 (Deo. 30). — Died, at Framlington, in Northumberland, Eliza- 
beth Headley, aged 107 years. — Ibid. 

December. — Died, in St. Gileses workhouse, London, Mr. John Mit- 
ford. He was born at Mitford-castle, in Northumberland, had served 
as a sub-officer in the fleets under Hood and Nelson, and was related 
to the noble family of Redesdale, but whose depraved and vicious 
habits had long rendered him an alien to his kindred, and an outcast 
of society. His name will be long remembered in connexion with 
lady Percival, in the Black-heath affair, for his share in which, he was 
tried but acquitted. For many years Mitford had lived by chance, 
and slept three nights out of the week in the open air, when his 
finances did not admit of his paying threepence for a den in St. Giles's. 
Though formerly a nautical fop, for fourteen years before his death, 
he was ragged and loathsome ; he never thought but for the necessi- 
ties of the moment, and having had once given to him an excellent 
pair of Wellington boots, sold them for a shilling; the fellow who 
bought them put them in pawn for fifteen shillings, and came back in 
triumph with the money. " Ah " said Jack, " but he went out in 
the cold air for it." He was the author of ** Johnny Newcome in the 
Navy." The publisher gave him a shilling a day till he finished it. 
Incredible as it may appear, he lived the whole of the time in Bays- 
water-fields, making a bed at night of grass and nettles. Two-penny 
worth of bread and cheese and an onion, was his daily food, the 
remainder of the shilling he expended in gin. He thus passed forty- 
three days, washing his shirt and stockings himself in a pond when he 
required clean linen. He was employed in the latter part of his life 
by publishers of a humble class, and of a certain description. Efforts 
had at various times been made to reclaim him, but without effect. 

A Mr. E , a printer and publisher, having an eye to business, 

took him into his house, and endeavoured to render him " decent ; " 
for a few days he was sober, and lord Redesdale, (through the instru- 
mentality of Mr. James Green, of Wills 1 Coffee-house, Portugal-street, 
who had been a brother officer of Mitford's, and fought with him at 
the battle of the Nile), enabled him to make a respectable appear- 
ance ; indeed his lordship had numberless times evinced a disposition 
to support Mitford in respectability, but the wretched man was too 
deeply plunged in vice and low habits to be reclaimed. Whilst 
editing a catchpenny publication, Mr. E , was obliged to keep 
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him in a place, half kitchen and half cellar, where, with a loose grate 
tolerably filled, a candle, and a bottle of gin, he passed his days ; 
and, with the covering of an old carpet, his nights; never issuing 
from his lair but when the bottle was empty. Sometimes he got 
furious with drink, and his shoes having been taken from him to pre- 
vent his emigrating ; he would then run out without them, and has 
taken off his coat in winter and sold it for half a pint of gin. A 
short time before his death, he wrote a song " The King is a true 
British Sailor," and sold it to seven different publishers. This miser- 
able man was buried by his friend ; he left a wife and family, who 
had always been, and after Mitford's death, were provided for by 
lord Redesdale. His remains were deposited in St. Gileses church- 
yard on the 30th of December. — Local Papers 

1831. — Providence chapel (Independent) Winlaton, founded. The 
register of births and baptisms 20, extending from 1830 to 1837. — 
Rep. of Pari. Com. 

Smyrna chapel (Presbyterian) Bishopwearmouth, founded. The 
register of births and baptisms, extending from 1831 to 1836. — Ibid. 

1831. — Population returns : — 

County of Durham 253,827 

Northumberland 222,912 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 55,922 

Gateshead (Parish of St. Mary) 15,177 

This year, St. John's church in Newcastle, underwent a complete 
repair by the exterior of the tower being pointed with cement, and 
nearly the whole of the crocketted pinnacles upon the tower and the 
body of the church, being in a very bad state, were replaced with new 
mason work, but preserving the original form. — 

An altar was this year found at the 
Soman station of Caervorran, near 
Blenkinsopp, Northumberland, and its 
FQRTVl/EAVG' ] ^^F inscription is translated thus: — Titus 
I PRO^ 41 V TF'IAf! f^K Flavius Seoundus prefect of the first co- 
rcciDK r\) i/irunR Hamian Archers, according 

kfciflKIl .X mV WSk to a vision, and in due and voluntary 
1-rLKM^ cCVtaDVwHjH performance of a vow [erected this 
PRJEF'GH-l'HAMfll altar] to divine Fortune for the safety 
I0RVA1 SACCIftRflB of Lucius uElius Caesar. The view on 
^W»<M -M* JhS ^ e folk^S P a S e represents the ex- 
cavated apartments in the station, and 
also the situation of the altar, when 
found. At present it is at Blenkinsopp- 
hall. — Hodgson's Northd. 
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1831. — The ruins of Benwell-ha.il, near Newcastle, were entirely 
removed, and a new atone building, in a castellated form, erected upon 
the old foundation, by Thomas Grawhall, esq. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Jan. 1). — Died, at Hastings, in his 
83rd year, William Surtees, esq., of Mon- 
tagu-square, London, sheriff of Newcastle 
1 1 780, and for some years receiver general 
of the taxes for the counties of Northum- 
berland and Durham. His widow, Elizabeth 
Catherine Surtees, daughter of the very 
rev. John Lewis, M. A., dean of Ossory, 
died, on the 6th of January in the follow- 
ing year, at the house of her son William 
Surtees, esq., in Devonshire place, London 
in the 88th year of her age. — Ibid. 

January 11. — Divine service was performed in the churches and 
various dissenting chapels in South Shields, prayers were offered up 
to God that the fearful disease (cholera) then prevailing in the neigh- 
bourhood might be stayed. The day was strictly kept as a holiday, 
all business being suspended, and all the shops closed. — Ibid. 

January 25. — This day, the Burns 
Club, of Newcastle, met to celebrate the 
anniversary of the birth of the immortal 
bard by their accustomed annual dinner, 
at the house of Mrs. Richardson, the sign 
of the Three Indian Kings inn, on the 
quay. On the removal of the cloth, after 
the usual loyal toasts, " The immortal 
memory of Robert Burns;" was drunk 
standing, followed by three times three 
enthusiatic cheers. The secretary of 
_ the club, Mr. W. G. Thompson, then 
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delivered a poetical address, (forming the eighth which he had pre- 
pared in succession, for these interesting commemorations of poetical 
genius,) which contained some allusions both to the serious and the 
humourous efforts of Burns, and was loudly applauded. In the course 
of the evening several of the poet's best pieces were sung and recited ; 
and on this occasion, the space behind the president (Mr. T. Small) 
was fitted up with several busts arranged in the following order : in 
the centre a bust of Burns, prepared expressly for the occasion by 
Mr. Dunbar, sculptor, a member of the club ; on the right of which 
stood busts of Byron and Milton, on the left those of Scott and 
Shakspere, and in a niche on the left of the chair was placed a fine 
bust of captain James Grlencairn Burns, modelled whilst that gentle- 
man was passing through Newcastle, a short time previously, on his 
way to visit his venerable parent. The arrangement did Mr. Dunbar 
great credit, and imparted a splendid and imposing appearance to 
the apartment. This society, which is strictly private, was founded 
in the year 1820, previous to which time a public society, under the 
title of the " Newcastle Burn's Club," held anniversary celebrations, 
which were announced by advertisement. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Jan. 25). — The rope house of Mr. Cameron, of Bishopwear- 
mouth, was burnt down. The workmen had left some hours before 
the discovery of the fire, and such was the violence of the flames, 
aided by the combustible materials of the place, that the whole was 
consumed in a short time. — Ibid. 

January 30. — The right worshipful Archibald Eeed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, had a select party to dinner at the mansion house, 
to meet the following scientific and distinguished foreigners, viz. : — 
The viscount Desfourneaux, from Paris ; professor and doctor Del- 
paches, from Montpelier; doctor Lewenhagen, from Moscow; and 
M. M. Laurisson, and Da Costa, from Switzerland. These gentle- 
men had visited Newcastle in order to make themselves acquainted 
with the phenomena which characterized the spasmodic cholera in 
England. — Ibid. 

January. — This month, a female penetentiary was established at 
Sunderland, and two individuals had taken shelter under its. roof, and 
several more applications had been made. — Ibid. 

February 3. — A fire broke out in the paint manufactory of Messrs. 
Gibson and Todd, South Shields, which, in an hour and a half, 
entirely destroyed the valuable stock and premises. As there was 
a large quantity of oil, turpentine, rosin, and other imflammables 
on the premises, great apprehensions \Vere entertained that it would 
spread to the property adjoining, but through the prompt exertions 
made to extinguish* the fire, and the speedy arrival and efficient oper- 
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ation of the engine from North Shields, this was happily prevented. 
The fire was occasioned by the boiling over of a copper of oil. — Local 
Papers. 

1832 (Feb. 5). — The old Roman catholic chapel, Gockshaw, Hex- 
ham, (a new one having been built), was opened as a place of worship, 
in connexion with the United Secession Church of Scotland, by the rev. 
D. 0. Browning, of Newcastle, who preached three times to crowded 
audiences ; after each service, liberal collections were made in aid of 
the funds. — Ibid. 

February 13. — Monday, at 12 o'clock at noon, the old bridge at 
Morpeth was rendered impassable for all except foot passengers; 
the new bridge was, at the same time, opened out for the use of the 
public on payment of toll. Mr. Telford chose, or approved of the 
site on which the bridge is built, at a short distance below the old 
one ; and the designs for it, were furnished by Mr. Dobson, architect, 
of Newcastle. It consists of three arches, the middle one of fifty feet, 
and the side ones of forty feet span. — Hodgson's Northd. 

February 18. — About one o'clock in the afternoon of this day 
(Saturday), the boiler of the steam engine attache 1 to Messrs. 
Wheatley and (Vs. forge, at the foot of the Swirle, in Sandgate, 
Newcastle, burst with tremendous violence. Such was the force of 
the explosion, that masses of brick, stone, wood, in fact, almost all the 
interior of the building was scattered in every direction. The top 
and sides of the boiler being torn from the bottom, were carried 
through the roof of the forge, and, after ascending to a great height 
in the air, came down on Messrs. Angas and Go's, bonding warehouse, 
which was three stories high, and situated on the opposite side of the 
street, breaking through the roof, and lodging on the second floor of 
the building, breaking some of the strong beams of that floor. The 
explosion was attended with a lamentable loss of life. Mary Temple, 
aged 1 1 years, who was near the spot at the moment of the accident, 
was wounded by the falling of the walls, and severely scalded, and 
died on the Monday following. William M'Nare, the forgeman, em- 
ployed at the works, aged 51 years, Matthew Seymour M'Nare, his 
son, aged 10 years, who happened to be on the premises, were so 
severely scalded, that they survived but a short time. George Charl- 
ton, aged 32 years, and a female, named Susan Handley, aged 10 
years, afterwards died in consequence. Robert Stewart, John Lowrey, 
and John Dawson, were also severely injured. Part of the sufferers 
were removed to the infirmary, where every attention was paid to 
them. Three or four others were scalded but not seriously. On the 
Monday an inquest was held on the five bodies, when the jury returned 
a verdict of accidental death ; but desired it to tie stated, that the 
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man entrusted with the care of the ongine was not equal to the duties 
of his situation. It was generally supposed that he had had the valve 
of the boiler tied down with a rope, for the purpose of having a good 
start on the forgeman recommencing work after dinner, and thus 
allowed the steam to attain an improper power. It was somewhat 
singular, that the engineman was sitting with his daughter close to 
the boiler when it blew up, and both escaped unhurt. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Feb. 21). — Died, at his house, in Eldon place, Newcastle, after 
a few hours'* illness, Mr. Eneas Mackenzie, printer and publisher, 
aged 54 years. Mr. Mackenzie was known to the public as the 
author of a History of Northumberland, a History of Newcastle, and 
of several other works, and at the time of his death he was engaged 
in compiling a history of Durham, about one half of which was pub- 
lished at the time of his demise. He was the proposer and active 
promoter of the Mechanics' institution, in Newcastle. He was born 
in Aberdeenshire, from whence his parents removed to Newcastle, 
when he was only three years old. When a young man he worked 
with his father as a shoemaker, and afterwards became a minister of 
the Baptist persuasion. He next commenced business as a broker 
in Sunderland, but this not answering his expectations, he returned 
to Newcastle and opened a school, which he abandoned for his final 
occupation, that of a printer and publisher in the number and period- 
ical way. As a public man he was conspicuous, being the chairman 
of the memorable political meeting held on the Town moor of Newcas- 
tle, on October the 11th, 1819, on the transactions at Manchester; 
and more recently as one of the secretaries of the Northern Political 
Union. There is an engraved portrait of Mr. Mackenzie, and a bust 
of him has been placed in the Mechanics' institution by a subscription 
of the members. Mr. M. fell a victim to the cholera, then raging 
in Newcastle and its vicinity. — Ibid. 

February 24. — Died, at Berwick, Mr. James Lee, aged 100 years. 
— Ibid. 

February 24. — This day (Saturday), the hon. sir Edward Hall 
Alderson, knt., and the hon. sir John Patteson, knt., judges of assize, 
arrived at Newcastle, from Carlisle. They were met about five o'clock 
in the evening by the high sheriff of Northumberland (George Silver- 
top, esq.), near the top of the bank leading to Denton-burn, on th< 
Carlisle road, about three miles from Newcastle. The prevalence of 
cholera morbus in the northern district, it was said had caused this 
alteration, as the judges of assize had not arrived at Newcastle from 
time immemorial. — Ibid. 

This month, the # complete enclosure of St. Nicholas church in New- 
castle by a lofty iron railing upon a stone parapet wall was perfected : 
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the old wooden paling, upon a brick wall, which had encircled the 
cemetery, having, from length of time, failed in different parts. — Local 
Papers. 



St. Nicholas's Church from the booth (1KW) 

1832 (March 3). — The bonds of the pitmen of the rivers Tyne and 
Wear being near a close, they had a general meeting, on the above day, 
at Boldon Fell, in the county of Durham. The men began to arrive 
from their respective collieries shortly after nine o'clock, and, by 
eleven o'clock, it was supposed that there were between 7,000 and 
8,000 on the ground. About fifty banners, with various mottoes and 
devices were displayed. This meeting was for the purpose of not 
agreeing with the coal owners for the next twelve months, unless they 
would bind the men belonging to the Union, and expunge the 2nd and 
7th articles from the bond, Sac. Mr. T. Hepburn, chairman, advo- 
cated the necessity of all their future proceedings being legal, and 
regretted the acts of several of the pitmen, some of whom were then 
being punished accordingly. The other speakers were Waddle, Park- 
inson, Arkle, and Atkinson, who all urged the necessity of supporting 
the Union for the maintenance of each other, as no less than d(?10,000. 
had been paid in the last twelve months from its funds. They also 
deprecated, in strong terms, the outrages which had been committed 
at Kenton, Waldridge, Sac. After a few personalities had been 
vented against certain individuals, and the thanks of the meeting 
given to others, they quietly dispersed. — Ibid. 

March 4. — The rev. J. Heed was presented to the vicarage of 
Newburn, near Newcastle, vacant by the death, of the rev. James 
Edmonson, who fell a victim to the Cholera morbus, whilst that 
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disease was raging in that village. No divine service having been 
performed there for some time, in consequence of Mr. Edmonson's 
death, on the above day (Sunday), the church was crowded to excess, 
and Mr. Reed, after concluding a very impressive sermon, gave notice 
that he was then going to read the funeral service over their late 
vicar, and, immediately proceeding to the church-yard, was followed 
by about six hundred people, first to the grave of the vicar, and then 
to that of those who had been buried under similar circumstances, 
without the rites of the church having been performed over them. 
This was a solemn and affecting scene to the inhabitants of Newburn, 
where the effects of the cholera had been so awful. — Local Papers. 

1832 (March 7). — A melancholy occurrence took place in Beamish 
colliery, in the county of Durham. In consequence of an unexpected 
rush of water, William Millar, the viewer, and Robert Moody were 
drowned ; a third man escaped with difficulty. March 23, after the 
water had been considerably drawn off, the bodies were found in a 
most shocking condition. On taking the shoes from Moody, his feet 
separated with them. He left a widow far advanced in pregnancy, 
and four children. The bodies were interred at Tanfield, on the 
following day. — Ibid. 

March 7. — In the evening, a young man, named George Henderson, 
a cabinet maker, in the Dog-bank, Newcastle, who, along with others, 
was in the habit of going to St. Nicholas" belfrey to practice the hand* 
bells, in consequence of the hatchway of the first floor of the tower 
having that afternoon been left open, unfortunately fell a height of 
upwards of seventy feet, on to the flagged floor of the church, and was 
almost instantly killed. The following evening an inquest was held 
before Richard Hill Gee, esq., one of the coroners for Newcastle, on 
the body, when a verdict of u Accidental Death,*" was returned, and 
the jury unanimously passed a vote of censure for the gross negligence 
of the parties who had left the hatchway open, without having given 
due notice thereof. In consequence of this steeple having alarmingly 
shrunk it had been plumbed, and the plumb-line left hanging down 
the hatchway .-~r-Ibid. 

March 8. — A report by Mr. John Dobson, architect, on the state 
of St. Nicholas"* church steeple in Newcastle, was submitted to a 
meeting of the committee of the common council, at which the 
churchwardens attended. It attributed the shrinking, which had 
excited so much alarm, to the injury which had been done to the 
foundations by interments in the interior of the church, and by a 
common sewer on the west side of it having been made too deep, and 
too near the building. The expence of efficiently securing the pillars 
of the steeple, by masonry and iron bars, was estimated at cPl^OO.* 
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to be defrayed partly by the corporation and partly by the parish. 
The foundations of the pillars of the tower were subsequently laid 
open in the interior of the church, and found to be in a very bad 
state ; several courses of very large stones were laid from pillar to 
pillar, immense bars of iron were passed through the tower, as binders, 
and screw-bolted on the outsides, and ever}- means adopted to secure 
the structure from falling. — Local Papers. 

1832 (March 10). — Between 8 and 9 o'clock at night a fire was dis- 
covered in the manufactory of Messrs. R. and W. Hawthorn, engineers, 
&c, at the foot of the Forth banks, Newcastle, which speedily assumed 
a very alarming appearance. The engines were immediately sent for, 
and, in the mean time, a number of persons endeavoured to arrest 
the progress of the fire, by throwing buckets of water upon it. After 
the arrival of the engines, some time elapsed before they could be 
got into efficient operation, owing to a bad supply of water, and they 
were a considerable time in full play before any visible effect was 
produced. About half-past nine o'clock, the roof fell in with a heavy 
crash, and the flames, which had before been partially confined, rose 
in a broad mass into the air. About one o'clock on the morning 
the fire was in a great measure subdued, and before four o'clock was 
quite extinguished, not, however, until the whole of the manufactory, 
with the exception of the offices, was reduced to a mass of ruins. 
A detachment of infantry, and the dragoons from the barracks, were 
soon on the spot, and a party of the Northumberland and Newcastle 
volunteer cavalry were also early in attendance. How the fire origi- 
nated could not be ascertained ; it broke out in a room immediately 
above the engine, and it was conjectured to have been occasioned 
by the heat. The damage was estimated at nearly i?5,000., of this 
the loss in patterns was about i?2,000., the remainder arose from 
the destruction of the building, the machinery in use and the articles 
in progress of manufacture. The stock and premises were insured 
for about <f ) 2,000. A loss, which operated very severely was that of 
the tools of the workmen, chiefly millwrights, which were consumed. — 
Ibid. 

March 21. — Being the day (Wednesday) appointed for a general 
fasting and humiliation, on account of the grievous plague wherewith 
it had pleased divine Providence to afflict this country, was observed 
in Newcastle with all the solemnity befitting the occasion. The day 
was religiously observed at Durham, Sunderland, South Shields and 
North Shields, Alnwick, and all the neighbouring towns. — Ibid. 

March 22. — Mrs. Mayoress gave a grand ball and supper at the 
mansion-house in Newcastle. From a laudable desire to serve the 
tradesmen who had all suffered in some degree from the previous 
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visitation (cholera), it was resolved that this should be a fancy, as 
well as a dress ball. The gaiety and splendour in which many of the 
guests appeared, shewed their readiness to meet the wish of the 
hostess. — Local Papers. 

1832 (March). — Died, the celebrated race horse XYZ, the winner 
of many gold cups, and the property of It. Bidden", esq., of Felton 
park, in Northumberland. — Ibid. 

April 6. — The first stone of a new chapel of ease was laid at Duddo, 
in the parish of Norham, by the rev. William Gilly, vicar, in the 
presence of a great number of the inhabitants. — Ibid. 



April 14. — The pitmen of the rivers Tyne and Wear held a general 
meeting of their body at the Black-fell, near Wreckenton, in the 
county of Durham, to the number of about 9,000. The greater part 
of them walked in procession, carrying banners, &c. About eleven 
o'clock Mr. T. Hepburn, as usual, was called to the chair. After the 
chairman had opened the proceedings, several other speakers in suc- 
cession addressed the pitmen, all of whom enforced the necessity of 
supporting the anion, which they said would eventually baffle the 
machinations of their employers. In conclusion, he urged them to 
part quietly, and let the world see their determination to support 
good order. The meeting then broke up, the men formed under 
their respective banners, and left the place of meeting in the most 
peaceable manner.— Ibid. 

April 19. — The sale of some detached portions of the Greenwich 
hospital estates in Cumberland and Northumberland which had been 
long advertised, took place in the great room of the auction mart, 
London, Mr. George Robins, auctioneer. In Northumberland, the 
manor of Meldon, five miles from Morpeth, rental at the time of the 
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sale £ 2,119 per annum, excited a most spirited competition, and was 
eventually sold for 56,900 guineas, to Isaac Oookson, esq., alderman 
of Newcastle. — Local Papers. 

1882 (April 21). — The works of those collieries where the men had 
made a stick, being at a stand, the owners had in many instances enga- 
ged other hands, and their late servants illegally retaining possession 
of their dwellings, there remained but one of two alternatives— either 
to submit to their late servants, or to put the newly engaged men into 
possession of the houses, &c, which are kept expressly for the occu- 
pancy of their workmen. On the above day (Saturday), the work of 
legal, but forcible ejection first commenced at Hetton colliery, in the 
county of Durham. Proper steps had been taken to prevent as much 
as possible any disturbance ; special constables were appointed, a 
strong force of London police, was in readiness, assisted by a detach- 
ment of the Queen's bays, and those who refused to join the combined 
workmen were furnished with arms for their protection. While fami- 
lies and furniture were handed to the door, in the presence of the 
authorities, no resistance was offered, but the evening gave " dreadful 
note of preparation." Many of the union men assembled in a group ; 
several were armed, occasional shots were fired, and, as if to intimidate 
the new hands, to prevent others from being induced to join, and to 
overawe the masters, a terrible vengeance was taken upon one of the 
bound men, named John Errington, who was found the next morning, 
barbarously murdered. On the Monday morning the coroner, T. G. 
Maynard, esq., arrived, and a jury having been summoned, immedi- 
ately proceeded with the inquest, when, after a long and tedious in- 
vestigation, which lasted about ten days, the jury returned a verdict 
of " wilful murder" against George Strong and Tumbull as principals, 
and against John Moore, and Luke Hutton, as accessories before the 
fact. These persons were committed under an escort of cavalry (it 
being apprehended that a rescue would be attempted by their com- 
rades, by whom they were loudly cheered), to Durham gaol to take 
their trials at the ensuing assizes. Errington was one of the few 
pitmen at Hetton colliery who had consented to be rebound, and had 
in consequence become obnoxious to the union men, of which body he 
had been a strenuous advocate, but had seceded from their councils. 
This sanguinary deed was perpetrated by firing two marbles into his 
body, and such was the savage joy of these demoniacs, that when the 
funeral of the murdered man was passing the doors of the pitmen, it 
was barbarously assailed with terrible yells and execrations. — Ibid. 

May 1. — In consequence of the pitmen not agreeing with the coal- 
owners, and at the same time persisting to occupy the houses be- 
onging to the latter, the work of ejection was still proceeding 
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at several of the collieries. On the above day (Tuesday), a san- 
guinary attack, was made upon the advanced party of forty-five 
lead miners (whom the owners had engaged), while on their way 
to Tyne main and Friars 1 Goose collieries, situated on the south side 
of the river Tyne, about two miles east of Newcastle. So violent 
was the assault, and so deadly the means resorted to, that two of 
the poor fellows were nearly killed, and the remainder were pelted 
with stones, and otherwise maltreated while at Gateshead. Measures 
were then taken to preserve the peace ; special constables were sworn 
in on the Wednesday, and on the day following, the work of ejection 
was commenced at Friars' Goose, the pitman having kept possession 
of their houses a fortnight longer than the stipulated time. Scarcely, 
however, had the proceedings begun, when several hundreds of pitmen, 
&c, commenced a furious assault with stones and other missiles, and 
the ejecting party were obliged to seek safety in flight. In the 
afternoon, on the information of the outrage reaching Archibald 
Reed, esq., mayor of Newcastle, an additional number of constables 
were sworn, who, at eight o'clock on Friday morning, provided with 
firearms and cutlasses, proceeded under the direction of Mr. Thomas 
Forsyth, the town-marshall, but without the aid of the military, 
to finish the work of ejection. On reaching Friars' Goose, a great 
number of pitmen were assembled, in whose presence, Mr. Forsyth 
delivered to his men two rounds of cartridge, containing swan shot, 
with strict orders not to fire till commanded. He then advanced, 
and the pitmen gave three cheers in defiance. Mr. Forsyth ex- 
horted the pitmen to commit no breach of the peace, but they lent 
a deaf ear to his advice, and were reinforced every moment with 
fresh arrivals. The police in the mean time proceeded in the exe- 
cution of their duty, and having entered the house of a pitman 
named Thomas Garr, his wife obstinately refused to go out, and 
was carried to the door by two men on a chair. She seized the 
hat of a policeman, flourished it over her head, and cheered on 
the mob; Garr then came forward, and begged that his furniture 
might be carted away to Gateshead. This request was complied 
with, and John Lough, sergeant at mace, with a small party 
of assistants, were deputed to guard the two carts. They were 
speedily met by upwards of 100 pitmen from the Felling, who at- 
tacked the guard, and wounded three of the men. Soon after, 
another body of the people attacked the premises appointed as a 
guard-house, overpowered the sentry, and carried of the guns. 
The noise and shouting brought Mr. Forsyth to the spot ; he drew 
his cutlass and endeavoured to make his way through the immense 
masses of men that interposed between himself and the police. 
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He was twice knocked down, and at length with great difficulty 
reached his companions, who were most unhappily stationed in a 
narrow lane, which was overlooked by a hill on each side, on which 
the pitmen stood, and threw brick bats, stones, &c, at them. The 
constables thus pressed, and considering their lives in danger, fired 
amongst the crowd, then making a rush, got out of their unfortunate 
position, and gained a rising ground to the east, near to Mr. Easton 
the viewer's house. Some of the pitmen fired at them as they re- 
treated. Five or six of the pitmen were wounded, one of them 
severely. Mr. Forsyth was wounded in the head and leg rather 
severely with stones ; one of the special constables was also severely 
cut about the head. The police, from the place of their retreat, 
sent off two men express to Newcastle, for the military, the pit- 
men suspecting their object, obstructed their passage as much as 
possible. About twelve o'clock, one of these messengers galloped 
through Newcastle, on his way to the barracks without a hat, and 
exhibiting a cut in his face, and had one of his ribs broken from the 
injuries he had received. The soldiers proceeded without delay 
to Friar's Goose, attended by the mayor of Newcastle, and the rev. 
Mr. Gollinson, rector of Gateshead. No further disturbances had 
taken place, and by the time of their arrival, the men had in a great 
measure dispersed. The police proceeded to search all the houses 
in the neighbourhood, and apprehended upwards of forty persons 
on a charge of being concerned in these outrages. These, with 
others, who were apprehended on the Saturday, were lodged in the 
gaol of Newcastle, and on the Monday, upwards of twenty, including 
three women, were committed for trial at the next Durham assizes, 
and were sent of to the county gaol under an escort of cavalry. The 
remainder were either bound over to keep the peace, or discharged. — 
Local Papers. 

1832 (May 10.)— Died, at his house in 
Northumberland-street, Newcastle, aged 54, 
Christopher Cookson, esq., B. A., barrister- 
at-law, recorder of Newcastle and Berwick- 
upon-Tweed. He was the fifth of the seven 
sons of the late Isaac Cookson, of WhitehiH, 
county of Durham, esq., who died at the 
advanced age of 89 years. He was educated 
under the rev. William Fleming, M. A., at 
the grammar-school of Houghton-le-spring, 
and thence went as a commoner to Christ 
church, Oxford, where he took the degree of B. A. Having been 
called to the bar at Lincoln's inn, he settled as a provincial counsellor 
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at Newcastle, where his family had influential connections ; and on 
the resignation of Robert Hopper Williamson, esq., was elected re- 
corder without opposition. Mr. Cookson was a sound lawyer, and had 
acquired a great local knowledge of men and manners ; he possessed 
a correct judgment, and a manner which made considerable impression 
on a jury. In private life, he was characterized by the strictest in- 
tegrity, and the most gentlemanly feeling. Mr. Cookson died suddenly 
of an attack of apoplexy. — Genfs. Mag. 

1832 (May 12). — The first number of a newspaper entitled "The 
Newcastle Journal," was printed and published in Newcastle, "by 
Hernaman and Perring, the proprietors, at 69, Pilgrim-street." 

May 15. — In consequence of the resignation of earl Grey, a public 
meeting was held in the Spital, Newcastle, " to take into consideration 
and adopt such measures as may be deemed expedient in the present 
eventful state of public affairs.'" Notwithstanding the unfavourable 
state of the weather numerous bodies of persons began to arrive at 
an early hour from the country, and from some of the neighbouring 
collieries, many of them accompanied by bands of music, banners, &c., 
and after parading through some of the principal streets, repaired to 
the place of meeting. Mr. Mayor not being present Dr. Headlam 
occupied the chair. The meeting was addressed by the chairman, 
James Losh, Thomas Doubleday, J. B. Wright, and John Fife, 
esqrs., and by Messrs. Larkin, Donkin, &c. &c. The chairman 
having read and put the resolutions to the meeting, they were carried 
by acclamation. An address to the king, and a petition to the 
House of Commons, were also carried unanimously. — Local Papers. 

Similar meetings took place at Durham, Darlington, Gateshead, 
Alnwick, North Shields, and at various other places in Northumber- 
land and Durham. — Ibid. 

Same day, about eleven o'clock at night, an alarming fire broke out 
in the premises occupied by Mr. George Heslop, currier, Mill-street, 
Sunderland. By the prompt assistance of the engines, the flames 
were got under in about three hours, after having destroyed the first 
and second floors, and the principal part of the roof. — Ibid. 

The early part of this month, the skeleton of a female, without a 
head, was discovered by a mason digging a well in Moor-gate-street, 
Sunderland. — Ibid. 

May 23. — A singular anonymous letter of this date was received 
by the Tyne Iron Company. The following is a copy : — " Fourteen 
years ago, I was a workmen in your Lemington works, and was in the 
habit of pilfering little trifling things, only a pennyworth at a time. 
I have got converted to God, through the Wesleyan ministry, and 
they teach that restitution is necessary to salvation. God has par- 
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doned me, and I hope you will do the same. My conscience telle me 
I must have taken at different times to the amount of 40a. ; and, I 
am told, money at interest doubles itself in fourteen years. I enclose 
you £5, hoping that you will never oppose the Wesleyan Methodists. 
May 23rd, 1832." The company presented the £5. to the Gateshead 
Dispensary. — Local Papon. 

1832 (May 25). — The foundation stone of a new church at Slaley, 
in Northumberland, was laid by the rev. Christopher Bird, vicar of 
Chollerton, in the presence of the clergy of the neighbourhood, the 
principal inhabitants, and a large concourse of people. The old 
church had become little better than a mass of ruins, and totally unfit 
for the celebration of divine service. — Ibid. 

May 26. — A general meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and Wear, 
was held on Boldon-fell. The meeting was addressed by Mr. T. Hep- 
burn and several others, who moved and seconded a series of resolu- 
tions, but their observations contained nothing that betokened a 
speedy arrangement of the differences with the coal-owners. — Ibid. 

May 30. — A man named Bobson, a workman at Heaton lime-kiln, 
near Newcastle, incautiously ventured on the top of the kiln, which 
gave way, and he sunk down into the burning lime. Several men 
immediately proceeded to the spot, and lost no time in rendering 
every assistance, but the unfortunate man was dead before they could 
get him out. He had been married only three days. — Ibid. 
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The same day a pit which had been sunk at Wooler, in North- 
umberland, for the parpose of obtaining water, fell in whilst Mr. 
S. Morton, was employed in making some alterations at the bottom 
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of it. The pit was about thirty six feet deep, and was built round 
entirely with bricks without lime. All the bricks, to within five or 
six feet of the bottom, gave way, and a great quantity of earth 
having fallen in along with them, the pit was in an instant filled up 
to within five or six feet of the surface. As soon as the alarm was 
given, a number of people immediately crowded to the spot, but on 
seeing the pit so completely choked up, every person despaired of 
rendering the unfortunate man any assistance. A number of men, 
however, commenced to clear out the pit ; and in order to accom- 
plish the work as expeditiously as possible, an express was sent to 
Doddington colliery to procure the assistance of some pitmen, they 
being well acquainted with work of that description. The men in 
a very short time arrived, and used their utmost exertions in get- 
ting the earth and bricks taken out of the pit. When they had pro- 
ceeded about fifteen feet below the surface, they were astonished 
on hearing Morton calling from the bottom. They of course re- 
plied to him, and thus stimulated, they continued, with increased 
exertions, till they at length got him safely drawn to the top. Mr. 
Morton was so situated all the while at the bottom, that he could 
neither move leg nor arm, he was so firmly enclosed with earth and 
bricks, that, after the workmen had got his head and arms cleared, 
it required a considerable time longer to disengage the rest of his 
body. As there were upwards of thirty cart load of bricks, besides a 
great quantity of earth taken out* of the pit, the miserable condition 
in which he was placed beneath the ground for the space of nine 
or ten hours, may be easily conceived. — Local Papers. 

1832 (May 30). — The Durham church estate bill, "for separating 
the Rectory of Easington, in the county of Durham, from the Arch- 
deaconry of Durham, and annexing in lieu thereof, a prebend or 
canonry in the cathedral church at Durham," was read a third time 
in the House of lords and passed. — Ibid. 

May. — There was at this time living at Ferryhill, in the county 
of Durham, a woman named Catherine Moralee, of the astonishing 
age of 112£ years. She was born at Leyburn, in Yorkshire, on 
the 22nd of November, 1719. After her marriage, she resided 
several years in Newcastle, and was the mother of ten children, all 
of whom are dead ; they afterwards removed to the village of Mid- 
dleton, near Merrington, in the county of Durham, and afterwards 
about thirty years ago, (being then a widow), she removed to Ferry- 
hill. A gentleman who saw her at this time, obtained from herself 
the above particulars. Her sight and hearing were a little impaired, 
but her memory was remarkably retentive. — Ibid. 

June 1. — The royal assent was given by commission to the Har- 
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tlepool docks and railway bill, and also to the Hartlepool pier bill. — 
Local Papers. 

1832 (June 1). — In the House of Commons, the Newcastle and 
Carlisle railway bill, was read a third time and passed. — Ibid. 

June 2. — The first market for swine (which before had been held 
in the High Bridge, Newcastle) was held in and upon a piece of 
ground belonging to the corporation of that town, westward of the 
Forth, and adjoining the live cattle market, on the above day (Satur- 
day), and to be continued on that day in every week. — Ibid. 

June 5. — Was laid, the foundation stone of a new bridge across 
the Tees at Blackwell-ford, designed by Mr. Green, architect, New- 
castle. It is constructed of freestone, principally from the quarries 
on Gatherley moor; and consists of three elliptical arches, the central 
one being seventy-eight feet, and the two side arches each sixty three 
feet span. It opens a much nearer line of communication with the 
north w r est of Yorkshire, Westmoreland, &c, and shortens the dis- 
tance to Richmond, several miles. — Ibid. 

June 7. — By the Reform Act 2 Will. IV. c. 45, which received the 
royal assent this day, a great extension of the elective franchise was 
established. By this act the counties of Northumberland and Dur- 
ham were respectively formed into two divisions, North and South, 
each division to return two Knights of the Shire. Sunderland was 
created a new Borough, with the privilege of returning two members. 
Gateshead, South Shields, and Tynemouth, were created new Bor- 
oughs, with the privilege of returning one member each. 

ELECTIONS. 

South Durham. — Joseph Pease, jun. esq. ; John Bowes, esq. 
Election 21st and 22nd December. 

North Durham. — Hedworth Lambton, esq. ; Sir Hedworth Wil- 
liamson, bart. Election 18th and 19th of December. Returning 
officer, — The high sheriff. 

South Northumberland. — Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, esq. ; 
Matthew Bell, esq. 

North Northumberland. — Lord vise. Howick, ; Lord Ossulston. 

Newcastle-upon-tyne. — Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart.; John 
Hodgson, esq. 

Tynemouth. — George Frederick Young, esq. 

Durham City. — William Charles Harland, esq. ; William Richard 
Carter Chaytor, esq. Election, 12th and 12th December. Returning 
officer, — The Mayor of Durham. 

Sunderland. — Sir William Chaytor, bart. ; Hon. George Barring- 
ton, R. N. Election, 12th and 13th December. Returning officer, — 
Addison Fenwick, esq. 
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South Shields. — Robert Ingham, esq. Election, 11th and 12th of 
December. Returning officer, — Richard Shortridge, esq. 

Gateshead. — Outhbert Rippon, esq. Election, 12th of December. 
Returning officer, — John Dobson, esq. — Local Papers. 

1832 (June 9). — In the evening a meeting was held in the town-hall 
of Darlington, Thomas Bowes, esq., bailiff of Darlington, in the chair, 
when it was unanimously resolved, to express their satisfaction on the 
occasion of the passing of the reform bill, by giving a public dinner 
to the operatives of the town. For carrying this purpose into effect, 
a committee was nominated, to whom the necessary arrangements 
were intrusted. The following Tuesday being a holiday, was fixed 
upon as a suitable day, the committee thinking it better not to take 
the people from their work. The members of the committee, and 
other gentlemen, as well as several ladies, purchased tickets for the 
dinner, which they distributed gratis. Three large oxen were bought, 
with a suitable proportion of bread, ale, and vegetables, besides a 
large supply of plum pudding, which was furnished by the liberality 
of private individuals and of the principal inn-keepers, the latter of 
whom undertook to cook the provisions. In order to ensure regu- 
larity in the proceedings, every department was allotted to com- 
mittees of three or four gentlemen, the benefit of which was evident, 
from the admirable arrangements that were made. On Monday 
evening, deputies from all the trades in the town met the committee 
at the town-hall, and received from them general directions, the exe- 
cution of which was committed to Mr. George Elwin, by whose very 
spirited and skilful exertions all the trades were marshalled under 
their respective banners. The order in which they were to march 
was fixed by ballot, and the numbers were ascertained that would 
join the procession on Tuesday morning. The Darlington and West 
Auckland bands volunteered their services, and were provided with 
tickets for the dinner. The procession marched round the town- 
boundaries and through the principal streets, the bands playing, bells 
ringing, guns firing in all directions, and colours waving from the 
windows, roofs, and chimneys in the whole town. Upwards of 3000 
men walked in the ranks, and so far as could be calculated, above 
12,000 people were congregated on the occasion, peace and good 
order were effectually maintained, not more by the judicious arrange- 
ments of the committee than by the good sense of the men them- 
seves. The men of one tan yard had previously agreed to fine any 
one of their number 5s. who should be in a state of intoxication on 
that day. After perambulating the town, which occupied nearly two 
hours, the whole body was drawn up round the market place. The 
bands which had continued playing during the march, then ceased, 
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and, with the music, terminated the acclamations of the people; 
for a minute there was a dead pause, all heads were uncovered, and 
at a given signal, three cheers, uttered from thousands of British 
bosoms, rose to the skies. The various companies, under their 
respective banners and leaders, then filed off in double columns to the 
tables that had been appointed for them, till all were stationed. This 
was done before dinner time, that every man might know his own 
place, without the confusion of seeking for a vacancy. The people 
were then dismissed for an hour to rest themselves, and to allow all 
the dinner orders to be forwarded. At three o'clock the trades 
arrived and took their assigned places at the tables, on which the 
attendants expeditiously placed the smoking viands. During dinner, 
the delegates and gentlemen of the committtee were engaged either 
in carving for, or waiting on, the people ; and at 4 o'clock they assem- 
bled at the workhouse, in a spacious room fitted up for the occasion, 
and dined together, thus concluding, in festive harmony, a day of 
rejoicing such as was never before witnessed in the North of England. 
Local Papers. 

1832 (June 11). — About five o'clock in the afternoon, as Nicholas 
Fairies, esq., of South Shields, a magistrate for the county of Durham, 
was riding to Jarrow colliery he was accosted by two pitmen, under the 
pretence of asking charity, when one of them took hold of his hand, 
and the other seized him and dragged him from his horse ; one of 
the men then gave him a violent blow on the head with a brick, when 
they fell upon him, and after kicking and beating him most unmerci- 
fully, left him on the road in an almost lifeless state. The transaction 
paving been observed from a house at a short distance, assistance was 
immediately sent to him. From the dreadful nature of the wounds 
which Mr. Fairies received on his skull, he lingered until June the 
21st, when he expired. One of the villains was apprehended, but the 
other escaped. His majesty's government offered a reward of three 
hundred pounds, and the vestry of St. Hilda, one hundred pounds, 
for the better apprehending and bringing to justice the persons con- 
cerned in this diabolical transaction. A coroner's inquest was held 
on the body, at South Shields, and a verdict of wilful murder returned 
against William Jobling and Ralph Armstrong, (the former of whom 
was in custody). It having been announced by a mourning placard 
that the funeral of the deceased would take place on Wednesday the 
27th, several gentlemen, holding high official situations in the town 
and neighbourhood, expressed their wish to take part in the pro- 
cession. On the morning, the flag on the church steeple, and those 
of the several ships in the harbour, were hoisted half-staff high, and 
most of the shops in the town were closed. At ten o'clock, the 
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mayor of Newcastle, accompanied by W. Surtees, esq., the sheriff, 
and Mr. Alderman Sorsbie, arrived at the town-hall, and soon after, 
the chairman of the quarter sessions, for Durham; the rev. Mr. 
Baker, rector of Whitburn ; the rev. Mr. Collinson, rector of Gates- 
, head ; and the rev. Mr. Hollingsworth, rector of Boldon ; Bryan 
Abbs, and William Loraine, esqrs., magistrates ; James Edgcome, 
esq., collector of the customs at Newcastle, and several other gentle- 
men of the neighbourhood, together with the churchwardens, vestry- 
men, and respectable householders, joined the family of the deceased 
in following his remains to the grave. The pall was borne by the 
rev. Robt. Green, of Newcastle, lieut. col. Craster, Cuthbert Young, 
Jeremiah Archer, Christopher Bainbridge, John Straker, Henry 
Major, and John Hedley, esqrs. The coffin was made out of a 
tree cut down for the purpose, which had been planted when Mr. 
Fairies came of age. It bore the following inscription, " Nicholas 
Fairies, died 21 June, 1832, aged 71 years." — Local Papers. 

1832 (June 15.) — Between six and seven o'clock on the morning, 
an awful calamity occurred at Philadelphia, Newbottle colliery, by the 
explosion of a steam engine boiler on lord Durham's railroad, where- 
by five individuals were killed and thirteen dreadfully bruised, three 
of whom aftrwards died. The workmen were in the act of repairing 
the boiler at the time of the explosion, which, together with large 
pieces of metal pipes, &c, were thrown to a great distance. The 
machine house was demolished, and stones, bricks, &c, scattered in 
all directions ; the dwelling house adjoining the machine was also 
blown down upon the family of Robert Sheldon, when three of his 
children, and his father, Joseph Sheldon, aged 87 years, were killed ; 
his wife had her arm broken while endeavouring to rescue her infant, 
and a little girl was much bruised. A boy and his grandmother 
were in the house, but escaped unhurt. — Ibid. 

June 16. — Another meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and Wear, 
took place on Boldon-fell ; but there was a great falling off in num- 
bers. At this meeting it was determined that the men unemployed 
should remain so for ten weeks, and then, if no agreement could be 
come to, a general strike would be a matter for their consideration. — 
Ibid. 

June 19. — The foundation stone of a new Independent chapel was 
laid in Dundas-street, Monkwearmouth. — Ibid. 

July 2. — In the evening, the opening of the new building of the 
Alnwick Scientific and Mechanical Institution, was celebrated by a 
public supper in the Town-hall, John Lambert, esq., in the chair. 
The members walked in procession from the Star inn, preceded by the 
Northumberland band of music and several flags. Mr. Lambert 
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delivered an introductory address on the advantages of ecienee, to the 
members and other auditors, in the lecture room belonging to the in- 
stitution. — Local Papers. 

1 832 (July 4) .-There was a public dinner at Sedgefield, in the county 
of Durham, in celebration of the passing of the reform bill, when 
nearly 100 persons partook of roast beef and plum pudding.— JUd. 

July 4. — The royal assent was given by commission to the Durham 
University bill. — Ibid. 

July 7- — Died of apoplexy, at Pendennis 
castle, of which he was lieutenant governor, 
lieutenant colonel William F on wick, C. B. 
and K. T. S. He was the youngest son of 
the late Thomas Fenwick, of Earsdon, in 
Northumberland, esq., at which place he 
was born in the year 1777. In 1792 he 
joined the 34th regiment of foot, in which 
he served at Walcheren, and in the West 
Indies. Lieut, col. Fenwick was present 
at the reduction of St. Vincents, and in 
several engagements with the enemy during that period. He subse- 
quently served at the Gape of Good Hope, in the East Indies, and in 
the Peninsula. He was severely wounded in the knee at the Maya 
Pass, in the Pyrenees, on the 25th of July, 1813, in consequence of 
which he suffered amputation very high up the right thigh, and on 
his arrival in England, was appointed lieutenant governor of Pen- 
dennis castle ; and soon after made a companion of the Bath. The 
gazette of April the 9th, 1816, contained the Prince Regent's (after- 
wards George IV.) permission to lieutenant colonel Fenwick, to accept 
the Portuguese order of the Tower and Sword, conferred upon him 
by the prince regent of Portugal, for his distinguished courage in the 
Peninsula. He had also the honour of wearing a medal for the battle 
of Albuera, and a clasp for that of Vittoria. — Hid. 

July 7. — The Newcastle Courant newspaper having been purchased 
by Messrs. John Blackwell and Co., their first paper " No. 8215," 
was dated as above. This journal has now (1844) been published 
one hundred and thirty-three years, and has only had during that 
time the following proprietors, viz: — Mr. John White, afterwards 
joined in partnership by Mr. Thomas Saint, who on Mr. White's 
death in 1769, became sole proprietor. After the death of Mr. Saint 
in 1788, it passed to Messrs. Hall and Elliot, and by the executors of 
Mr. Hall, was in the year 1796, sold to Mr. Edward Walker, by 
whose death in 1831, it became the property of Mr. Cook. Two of 
the above (Mr. White and Mr. Walker), had the proprietorship for 
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a period of ninety-three years. Besides being the first newspaper 
published north of the Trent, it has another peculiar feature, being 
the first paper in the kingdom which was printed on a Stanhope 
press, and that press, on improved principles, was made in Newcastle. 
— Local Bee., Sec. 

1832 (July 8). — In the evening of this day (Sunday), Cuthbert 
Skipsey, a pitman belonging to Percy Main colliery, was unfortunately 
shot at Ohirton, near North Shields, in an affray between some pitmen 
and special constables, the latter of whom were appointed to protect 
sueh of the workmen as were unconnected with the strike among the 
colliers. At the inquest, which was held on the Tuesday at the Rose 
inn, Wellington, before Stephen Reed, esq., coroner, much contra- 
dictory evidence was given — the police party stating that there was 
a general row, and that Skipsey struggled with a policeman named 
George Weddell, to get possession of his pistol, whilst the witnesses 
on the other side stated that the deceased went up to Weddell to 
endeavour to make peace, and that Weddell immediately pushed him 
back and shot him. The jury after an hour's consultation, returned 
a verdict of manslaughter against Weddell, who was admitted to 
bail to appear at the assizes. August 3rd, after a trial which con- 
tinued about twelve hours, Weddell was found guilty of manslaughter, 
and sentenced to sis months' imprisonment and hard labour. — Local 
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"In the nurses arms a week or two, and die." 
The mutilated state of the altar-tombs in this cathedral, with their 
superincumbent figures, is attributed to the Scotch prisoners impri- 
soned in the church after the battle of Dunbar, in 1650. It is said 
that they were at least 4500 in number, that " they miserably defaced 
the church within," and that " most of them perished and died there 
in a very short space, and were thrown into holes by great numbers 
together in a most lamentable manner."" — Bairn's Dw. Oath. 
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1832 (July 20). — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, in Newcastle, 
William Purvis, better known as Blind Wille. — Local Papers. 

August 1. — William Jobling was tried at the assizes at Durham, 
and found guilty of the murder of Nicholas Fairies, esq. He was 
sentenced to be hanged on Friday, August the 3rd, and his body to 
be afterwards hung in chains near the scene of the murder. Soon 
after twelve o'clock on that day, Jobling suffered the extreme penalty 
of the law, on the drop erected in front of the county courts at 
Durham. After his condemnation, he was very attentive to his 
religious duties, and he exhibited on his way to and upon the scaffold, 
the utmost resignation and fortitude. He acknowledged, while in 
prison, the justice of his sentence, though he denied having been the 
principal in the fatal transaction which led to his ignominious death ; 
he earnestly entreated a reverend gentleman, who attended him, to 
express to Mrs. Fairies and her family, his sorrow for what had 
taken place, and to assure her and them, that when he met Mr. 
Fairies, which was accidental, he had no intention to harm him. 
He hoped they would forgive him, as he sincerely forgave all man- 
kind who had at any time done him any injury. His step was firm 
as he entered upon the scaffold, but the power of articulation failed 
him, and he was in consequence unable to address the spectators, as 
he had stated it to be his intention to do. After hanging an hour, 
the body was cut down and conveyed into the gaol, where it remained 
until the gibbet was ready. It was a very wet day, consequently the 
crowd was not so numerous as was anticipated. Fifty of the 8th 
hussars mounted, and fifty of the 15th regiment of foot, were drawn 
up in front of the drop, where they remained until the body was cut 
down. A portion of these regiments had marched from Newcastle 
to Durham for the purpose, and also to escort the body to Jarrow 
Slake. After the body was conveyed into the gaol, the clothes were 
taken off, but no incision made, it was then covered over with pitch, 
and the clothes in which he was hanged were replaced. On Monday 
morning, August the 6th, at seven o'clock, the body was taken in a 
small four wheeled waggon drawn by two horses, from Durham, 
escorted by a troop of hussars, and two companies of infantry, T. 
Griffith, esq., the under sheriff, Mr. Frushard, the gaoler, officers of 
the gaol, bailiffs, &c, &c. They proceeded by way of Chester-le- 
Street, Picktree, Sludge-row, Porto Bello, over the Black Fell, to 
White mare Pool, and thence by the South Shields turnpike road, 
to Jarrow Slake, where they arrived at half past one o'clock. The 
spectators were not numerous, perhaps about 1,000, and not many 
pitmen amongst them, on account it was supposed, of a meeting being 
held by them that day on Boldon Fell. On the arrival of the caval- 
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cade at Jarrow Slake, it was joined by Bryan Abbs and William Lo- 
raine, esqrs., magistrates of the county ; the military were then drawn 
up, and formed two sides of a square, the cavalry on the right, and the 
infantry on the left. The body was then lifted from the waggon, and 
was cased in flat bars of iron of two and a half inches in breadth, the 
feet were placed in stirrups, from which a bar of iron went up each 
side of the head, and ended in a ring by which he was suspended ; a 
bar from the collar went down the breast, and another down the 
back ; there were also bars in the inside of the legs which communi- 
cated with the above ; and cross bars at the ankles, the knees, the 
thighs, the breast and shoulders ; the hands were hung by the sides, 
and covered with pitch ; the face was pitched and covered with a piece 
of white cloth. Being laid on a hand barrow, the body was conveyed to 
the gibbet, which was fixed nearly opposite the spot where the murder 
was committed, and about one hundred yards within the Slake from high 
water mark. The gibbet, which was fixed in a stone, one and a half 
ton weight sunk in the Slake, was formed of a square piece of timber 
twenty-one feet long, and a top projecting about three feet, with 
strong bars of iron up each side to prevent its being sawn down. At 
high water the tide covered the gibbet about four or five feet, leaving 
sixteen or seventeen feet visible. The body being hoisted up and se- 
cured, a police guard was placed near the spot, and remained there 
for some time. Jobling was the first person gibbeted under the new 
act of parliament, ordering the bodies of murderers to be hung in 
chains. The body, when gibbeted, had on the clothes in which the 
criminal appeared upon his trial : — his head was thrown quite back, 
so that his face appeared as if looking upwards. During the very 
dark night between the 31st of August and the 1st of September, 
Jobling's body was stolen from the gibbet and secretly disposed of by 
some persons unknown. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Aug. 1). — An inquisition, founded on a commission of escheat 
issued under the great seal, was taken at the Queen's Head inn, 
Newcastle, before William Wightman and James Losh, esqrs., bar- 
risters at law, and George Maule, esq., solicitor to the treasury 
and a respectable jury, when it was found that William Moulton, 
formerly of the Castle Garth in that town, skinner and glover, de- 
ceased, was at the time of his death seised of certain property, called 
the Ship Entry, in the Old Flesh Market in that town ; that he made 
a will devising the property for a charitable purpose, but which by 
the statute of mortmain was void, and that he died in December, 
1772, without an heir, that the property became vested in the crown, 
as an escheat, but it was understood that it was probable his majesty 
would be graciously pleased to direct that it should be applied ac- 
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Old VIlbh Market (now Cloth Market) at the Period. 

cording to William Moulton's intentions, as expressed in his will. 
This point was gained on a petition of the parish officers of St. 
Nicholas, by whose exertions and attention, the poor of the parish 
derived a considerable benefit, after a lapse of nearly sixty years. — 
Local Papers. 

1832 (August 8). — The passing of the reform bills was celebrated 
at Berwick, including Tweedmouth and Spital, which form but one 
united borough, the procession, dinners, &c, went off with great eclat. 
The illumination in the evening was beautiful and general, almost 
every house presenting a blaze of light. — Ibid. 

August 11. — A most dreadful murder was committed at Hornchff, 
npon the river Tweed, near Berwick. Two young men of the names 
of Paxton and Percy, had a dispute about a game cock, which led to 
frequent quarrels between them, and, on the day above-mentioned, 
they again came to high words, and eventually to blows. While this 
was going on, Percy's father, an old man, procured a large knife, and 
deliberately attacking his son's opponent, stabbed hira in the belly, 
cutting him across, so that his bowels, as he fell, protruded. He 
then turned upon Paxton's brother, and stabbed him in several places. 
The first victim lingered till the following morning (Sunday), in great 
agony, when death relieved him from his sufferings, the other young 
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man was in a hopeless state. Old Percy retired to a corn field and 
cut his own throat, but not effectually, as he was found bleeding 
shortly after, and the wound having been attended to, he was in a few 
days removed to Durham gaol. — Local Papers. 

1 832 (Aug. 1 4) . — The members of the Northern Political Union cele- 
brated the passing of the reform bills, by a public dinner in the Spital 
field, in Newcastle, the use of which had been readily granted by 
Archibald Reed, esq., mayor. A large canvas covering was erected, 
under which the tables, calculated to accommodate 1 ,000 persons, 
were fixed, but not half of that number were present. Charles 
Attwood, esq., of Whickham occupied the chair, and Messrs. 
Thomas Doubleday and Charles Larkin officiated as vice-chairmen. 
The meat which remained after this dinner, was on the following day 
distributed among upwards of 300 persons, and soup and rolls of 
bread to upwards of 400 persons. — Ibid. 

August 24. — The right honourable earl Grey, first lord of the 
treasury, having left London for his seat, Howick hall, in Northum- 
berland, was enthusiastically cheered at almost every town through 
which he passed. On the above day his lordship arrived at Lamb- 
ton castle, the seat of lord Durham, and on the following day 
(Saturday), passed through Newcastle on his way northward. The 
bells in the churches of Gateshead and Newcastle were rung on the 
occasion . — Ibid. 

August 25. — Barnardcastle and its neighbourhood were visited by 
a dreadful thunder-storm, accompanied by a whirlwind, which com- 
pletely unroofed a thatched house, and laid the inmates senseless on 
the floor, but without further injuring them ; a large stack of hay was 
thrown down, and a person, named Armstrong, who was breaking 
stones on the road, was lifted off his feet, and thrown to the ground 
without being much hurt. The whirlwind crossed the river Tees, 
tore up some large trees near Lartington hall, and killed a calf in a 
field belonging to Mr. George Dixon, of Cotherstone. The Tees 
rose to a great height, and the road between Barnardcastle and 
Bowes, was rendered almost impassable. — Ibid. 

August 26. — About four o'clock on the morning, one of the most 
dreadful showers of hail ever experienced, took place at Stockton. 
The demolition of glass alone amounted to upwards of £200. Great 
damage was also sustained in the gardens and orchards in the im- 
mediate vicinity of that town. — Ibid. 

August 27. — The members of the Sunderland political union, and 
other friends of reform, celebrated the passing of the reform bills 
by a public dinner in a large field near Waterloo-place. The tables 
were arranged under a spacious canvas covering, and were well sup- 
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plied with beef, ham, plum-puddings, &c. About 670 persons sat 
down to dinner. Near the conclusion, the pressure and uproarious 
conduct of the crowd which had carried all before it, and broke in 
upon the meeting, beggared all description, and rendered the scene 
truly ludicrous. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Aug. 27). — A fire broke out about nine o'clock at night, in 
the workshop of Mr. Thomas Scott, cart-wright, Orchard street, New- 
castle, which raged with great fury, and threatened the destruction 
of the adjoining buildings. The engines were speedily on the spot, 
but could not prevent the loss of the whole of the building. Mr. 
Scott's loss was estimated at <£>450 ; his stock of timber and tools 
being entirely destroyed. No part of it was insured. — Ibid. 

August 28. — The new chapel at Duddo, in the parish of Norham, 
was opened with the usual ceremonies. It is a neat specimen of 
Saxon architecture, from a design by Mr. Bonomi, of Durham, and 
affords accommodation (the sittings being all free) for about 250 
persons. — Ibid. 

August. — At this time the cholera morbus again raged in New- 
castle and various other towns of Northumberland and Durham, some 
of which had not been visited by the disease in the winter of this 
year. — Ibid. 

September 3. — The "Northern Academy of Arts" in Blackett- 
street, Newcastle, having been disposed of in shares of twenty-five 
pounds each, and its title changed to that of " The Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne Institution for the General Promotion of* the Fine Arts ; " the 
exhibition of pictures, sculpture, &c. was opened for the first season, 
on the above day. — Ibid. 

September 5. — Died, at his house at the Leazes-terrace, Newcastle, 
Thomas Trotter, M. D. He was a native of Roxburghshire, and 
received his classical and medical education at the college of Edin- 
burgh. In the year 1782, when very young, he was appointed 
surgeon in the royal navy, and having been a voyage in the African 
slave trade, he was called before a committee of the house of com- 
mons, to give evidence against that horrid traffic in human flesh. In 
1785, he settled at Wooler, in Northumberland, and having passed 
through the different examinations at the college of Edinburgh, he 
obtained the degree of M. D. in 1788 ; the following year he was 
appointed to the flag ship of his friend and neighbour admiral Bod- 
dam. In December 1793, he was appointed physician to the royal 
hospital at Portsmouth, and in the following April was nominated 
physician to the channel fleet, by earl Howe, without any previous 
application, but merely in compliment to his professional studies 
devoted to the health of seamen. The medical duty of the fleet was 
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an incessant and laborious task for nearly nine years. In June 1795, 
after the battle off Groa, the doctor received a severe personal injury 
in ascending a ship's side, during a tremendous swell of the sea, to 
visit a wounded officer (captain Grindall, of the Irresistable of 74 
guns), which incapacitated him for all active duty in boats, and from 
that period he was under the necessity of confining himself for some 
hours of every day, to a horizontal posture to relieve the painful 
effects of that misfortune, which daily increased. After his quitting 
the navy in 1802, he settled in Newcastle until the year 1827, when 
he retired to Roxburghshire, but had returned to Newcastle only 
a few months before his death. Doctor Trotter was the author of 
the following works, viz.: — "Medicina Nautica," 3 vols, ; " Observa- 
tions on Scurvy ; " " Medical and Chemical Essays ; " " Suspiria 
Oceani, a Monody on the death of Earl Howe ; " An Essay on 
Drunkenness ; " "A View of the Nervous Temperament ; " " The 
Noble Foundling, or, the Hermit of the Tweed ; " "A practical plan 
for manning the Royal Navy ; " &c. Various of his poetic pieces 
appeared in the journals of the day. In 1829 he published a vol- 
ume of poems entitled "Sea Weeds," with a portrait prefixed 
an. jet. 37." A portrait of the doctor was given in the European 
Magazine for May 1796. There is a beautiful epitaph on a stone 
in St. Andrew's churchyard, Newcastle, to the memory of his first 
wife, written by the doctor. — Genfs Afag, <§t. 

1832 (Sept. 6). — The passing of the reform bills was commemorated 
at Hexham, by a public procession and dinners at the respective club 
houses of each trade. — Local Papers. 

September 10. — The passing of the reform bills was celebrated at 
Gateshead by a public dinner, to which nearly one hundred gentle- 
men sat down. — Ibid. 

September 11. — Nearly two hundred gentlemen sat down to a 
public dinner at Mr. Fletcher's, the Turk's head inn, Newcastle to 
celebrate the passing of the reform bills. — Ibid. 

September 20. — At a general meeting of the shareholders of the 
" Northern Joint Stock Bank," then about to be established in New- 
castle, the following gentlemen were chosen directors : — Thomas Reed 
Batson, Nathaniel Grac?, Thomas Brown, James Lowndes, Anthony 
Glapham, James Oarr, Charles Attwood, George Burdis, John Scott, 
William Maude, esquires, and Lieutenant -General Austin. It was 
also determined, that Thomas Beed Batson, and Nathaniel Grace, 
esquires, should be managing directors. The business of the Bank, 
it was expected, would commence in a few weeks after, in apartments 
then being fitted up at the west end of the royal arcade, in Pilgrim 
street. — Ibid. 
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1832 (Sept. 25). — A whale was cast on shore at Coquet island, on 
the coast of Northumberland, which the keeper with the assistance 
of some Hauxley fishermen, succeeded in capturing, after firing 
several shots, and piercing it with a spear. It measured fifty feet. — 
Local Papers. 

September 27. — About seven o'clock on the morning, a duel took 
place in Offerton lane, near Herrington, Durham, between Mr. Bus- 
sell Bowlby, a candidate for South Shields, and Mr. Braddyll, a can- 
didate for the northern division of that county. The same day, soon 
after twelve o'clock, another hostile meeting took place, at the sign 
of the Hare and Hounds, on the Sedgefield-road, between sir Hed- 
worth Williamson, bart., and Mr. Braddyll, rival candidates for 
the northern division of the county. These duels arose out of ex- 
pressions purporting to have been used in the speeches of the par- 
ties against each other. — Ibid. 

September. — This month, part of the clergy of Northumberland 
and diocese of Durham, memorialized the right rev. William Van 
Mildert, lord bishop of Durham, and also his most gracious majesty 
king William IV., on a reform of the church. The memorial to their 
diocesan was signed by thirty-seven clergymen of the county of Nor- 
thumberland, and that to his majesty was signed by forty-three cler- 
gymen of the same county.-— Ibid. 

October 2. — Being Michaelmas Monday, the day for the election 
of the mayor and other officers of the corporation of Newcastle, the 
burgesses met at the Guildhall for the purpose of auditing the 
accounts, &c, of the preceding year, when much angry feeling and 
determination to opposition were displayed; so much so, that they 
formed two parties in proceeding to St. Mary's hospital, the place of 
election — the one headed by Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, the other 
by alderman Wright. As much previous excitement by placards had 
been made, an unusually large body of the burgesses and other inhab- 
itants attended the processions. On arriving at the place of election, 
some of the new electors, on their attempts to enter, having been 
opposed by the police, they withdrew and would not return, which 
occasioned a scene of violence and uproar, until about six o'clock, 
when the meeting was adjourned to nine o'clock, when they again 
met, and the same confusion took place, and continued till near 
twelve o'clock, when the meeting was again adjourned to ten o'clock 
the next morning, without proceeding one step in the election. 
Summonses were issued to the electors of the preceding year to at- 
tend at the appointed time, and a sufficient number of them having 
been procured, the business was quickly gone through, by electing 
John Brandling, esq., mayor, Henry Bell, esq., of Newbiggen, sheriff, 
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and the subordinate officers, which, it appears, was done with closed 
doors. The burgesses, who wished to bring in alderman Wright as 
chief magistrate, now finding their intentions frustrated, adjourned to 
the Spital-field, and having passed several resolutions, and votes of 
thanks to those individuals who had been most active in the cause of 
Mr. Wright, they determined to apply to his majesty, the house of 
lords, and the house of commons, for a revision of the charter. After 
the election of Mr. Brandling and the other officers, they proceeded 
to the mayor's chamber, in the Guildhall, where the common council 
of the preceding year were re-elected. Perhaps there never were 
before so much violence and delay in the election of the officers of 
Newcastle. It is on record, that upon a similar occasion, and on the 
same day of the month, violence had been used ; and on another 
occasion, that the parties sat up all night.— Local Papers. 

1832 (Oct. 3). — The passing of the reform bills was celebrated at 
Alnwick by a public dinner in the town-hall ; upon which occasion, 
the chair was taken by sir Francis Blake, bart. — Ibid. 

October 8. — The chapel of ease for the parish of St. John, New- 
castle, at Benwell High cross, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Bristol, officiating for the bishop of Durham. The ground for this 
chapel and cemetery was given by John Buddie, esq., and the stone 
by John Hodgson, esq., M. P. for Newcastle. The entire cost of the 
erection was ,£1668. 14a. 5d.— Treat. Accti. 
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1832 (Oct. 9). — In consequence of the inclined and dangerous state 
of the beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, it was 
found necessary to prop it with immense beams of timber, for the 
purpose of taking out the old foundation (which on examination 
was alarmingly bad), and putting in a new one of massive stone 
work, with strong abutments. On the above day, the workmen, 
whilst digging near the foundation of the tower, discovered two stone 
coffins, each about seven feet long, with a cavity for the head. They 
were found a little north of the west entrance, on the outside of the 
building, and at a very trifling depth below the pavement. When 
the stone covers were removed, the coffins were found to contain 
some human bones, and a large portion of earth. It was evident from 
the large quantity of human bones dug up, that this must have been a 
part of the ancient cemetery subsequently added to the street. The 
old entrance under the tower, called the south porch, was at this 
time taken down. — Local Papers. 

October 10. — A new Wesleyan Methodist chapel was opened at 
Newburn, near this town. Appropriate sermons were preached on 
the occasion, by the rev. Valentine Ward. — Ibid. 

October 15. — Considerable interest was excited among the sporting 
community in Newcastle, in consequence of the following match : — 
Capt. W. Lyons of the 8th Hussars, then lying in the barracks there, 
had undertaken for a wager of 1000 guineas, to ride 30 miles within 
the hour, on some day between the 17th and 26th of the month of 
October. On Monday the 13th, he rode twelve times round the race 
course, with apparent ease ; and on the above day (Wednesday), it 
having been understood that the actual race was to come off, there 
was a large concourse of spectators, of all descriptions, upon the com- 
mon, including several carriages of the neighbouring gentry. At 
half-past two, the captain started, and having ridden little more 
than five times round the course, during which he changed horses 
opposite the grand stand, six times, he desisted — opinions being va- 
rious as to the probability of his ultimately accomplishing the feat. 
The distance actually gone over was between 9 and 10 miles, (the 
length of the course being one mile, 6 furlongs, 132 yards), and the 
time taken, 1 7 minutes and a fraction : so that during the experi- 
mental ride of one third of the distance, he was sufficiently within 
time — and the horses used, although beautiful creatures, were not 
considered the fleetest of a valuable stud of 18 belonging to capt. 
Lyons. The instantaneity of the action, by means of which, with 
the assistance of a stout hussar, he transferred himself from one horse 
to another, was truly surprising — and this manoeuvre was greatly 
aided by the precision of training, which led each horse in a moment, 
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as it were, to make a full stop at the end of a round. Capt. Lyons 
was evidently a first rate equestrian ; his weight 9st. 101b. ^There 
were several amateur races, during the afternoon, in one of which 
six officers, in jockey colours, made a good appearance during a short 
run. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Oct. 15). — The capital mansion called Murton lodge, near 
Stockton-upon-Tees, the property and residence of the rev. T. M. 
Sudd, was entirely destroyed by fire. — Ibid. 

October 15. — The sexton of Hexham abbey, with an assistant were 
busied in constructing a grave of unusual dimensions, in the burying 
ground on the west side of the church, and near to the wall of the 
north transept, found, at the depth of eight feet, a great quantity of 
old coins enclosed in a metallic case, together with a crown, cap, or 
helmet, of peculiar construction, deposited in a stone coffin, either 
dilapidated or originally consisting of several stones. They are 
various in size, but generally very small, and formed of different 
metals. The workmanship is rude in the extreme, but on removing 
the mould from the surface of the coin, the letters were found quite 
legible. Such as were brought to Newcastle seem to belong to 
the period of Ethelred's reign, when the troublesome incursions of 
our northern neighbours, and the frequent levies of Dane-Geld 
would lead to various modes of secreting money. This bag was in a 
high state of preservation. — Arch. JEliana.) <§•<?. 

October 20. — The premises of Mr. John Turnbull, cabinet maker, 
situate in Clive street, on the Eopery bank, North Shields, were 
consumed by fire. The workmen retired from their labour a little 
after 5 o'clock and nothing was perceived till half past 7 o'clock, 
when the shop was discovered to be filled with flames and smoke. 
Immediate assistance was rendered and the fire engines were pre- 
sently on the spot. The fire was supposed to have been completely 
extinguished by twelve o'clock the same night ; but in consequence 
of some casks of oil, turpentine, &c, which were in the premises 
below the workshop, having burst from the excessive heat, and 
their contents having spread over the dying embers, occasioned by 
the falling of the roof and the floor, the devouring element again 
burst out, at about 5 o'clock on Sunday morning, when it became 
necessary once more for the engines to play. Happily no further 
damage was done. The premises and furniture wei^e only partially 
insured. Great apprehensions were entertained for the safety of the 
adjoining buildings. It was conjectured the fire must have originated 
by some soot having fallen from the chimney into the fire place, par- 
ticles of which, in a state of combustion, had communicated the flame 
to a quantity of shavings. The workmen each lost their chest of 
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tools, some of which were worth i?10. to i?12. The estimated dam- 
age was about ^600. or «£700. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Oct. 22). — Four young women and a boy, belonging to the 
new town of Bishopwearmouth, went into an excavation under Clax- 
heugh-rock on the other side of the river Wear to obtain sandy stone. 
While they were so engaged, a part of the projecting cliff gave way 
and fell upon them. The noise of the fall, attracted the attention of 
some persons who were at a short distance, who instantly visited the 
place, and observed the hand of the boy uncovered, which led to the 
discovery of the sufferers. About sixty tons of stone, &c, which had 
fallen, being cleared away, the bodies were taken out, three of them 
lifeless. The boy and one of the girls were much injured, but were 
taken out alive. — Ibid. 

November 2. — A numerous and respectable assemblage of burgesses 
took place in the Assembly-rooms, Newcastle, for the purpose of 
presenting a very handsome silver tureen, of the value of i?100, to 
Archibald Reed, esq., as a token of regard for his services as a magis- 
trate of Newcastle. It bore the following inscription : — " Presented 
to Archibald Reed, Esq., Mayor of the Town of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, on the conclusion of his sixth mayoralty, by his friends and 
well-wishers, burgesses of that town, as a mark of personal regard, 
and a tribute to his high character and valuable services as a magis- 
trate." — Ibid. 

November 3. — About ten o'clock in the evening, a large hay-stack, 
worth i?100., the property of Charles Attwood, esq., was observed to 
be on fire in a close near the village of Dunston, in the county of 
Durham. An immediate alarm was given, engines were got to the 
place, and some part of the hay, and several corn stacks adjoining, 
were saved. — Ibid. 

November 4. — An old man named John Blakey, one of the king's 
beadsmen of Durham cathedral, (after being absent from home since 
Saturday forenoon,) was found dead at the bottom of Kepier pit, 
near Durham, on Sunday morning, by two men who descended the 
colliery at that time for the purpose of feeding the horses which were 
down. His hat and neckcloth being found at the top of the shaft, 
and his previous desponding state of mind, left little doubt that the 
unfortunate old man had thrown himself down for the purpose of self 
destruction. — Ibid. 

November 5.— Monday, 'as Wm. Ridley, one of the furnace-men at 
Felling colliery, was at the bottom of the pit filling ashes to send to 
bank ; while shaking the chain to give the men at the top notice to 
draw the corf up, they instantly drew it away, and the chain being 
coiled at the bottom caught his leg, by which he was drawn without 
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injury up the shaft to the bank, a depth of 120 fathoms, through a 
great quantity of smoke arising from the two furnaces he had just 
previously fired. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Nov. 8). — A public weekly market for the sale of provisions 
and farm produce, was opened at Felton, Northumberland, to be held 
on every succeeding Thursday. — Ibid. * 

November 10. — A chimney very lately erected by the Messrs, 
Oookson, at their alkali works, South Shields, 180 feet high, and 
built of bricks, fell this morning, the foundation not having been 
sufficient to support its weight. Happily no personal injury was 
occasioned, with the exception of one little boy, whose leg was 
slightly hurt. The lead chambers adjoining were completely des- 
troyed by the fall. The loss was estimated at upwards of «£1000. — 
Ibid. 

November 10. — A dreadful accident occurred at Gosforth new pit, 
by which two men lost their lives. They appeared to have been 
ascending the pit in the usual way, and by some means the engine 
drew them up to the pulley over the shaft, from which they fell, one 
directly down the shaft, and the other, after alighting near the mouth 
of the pit, fell in also, by which both were literally dashed to pieces. — 
Ibid. 

November 10. — About three o'clock in the afternoon, Alston and 
its vicinity was visited by one of the most tremendous tempests of 
wind and rain from the S. E. ever remembered. The storm continued 
till about ten o'clock in the evening, when it settled down to a calm 
and became a fine clear night. During the storm, William Bain- 
bridge, esq., Alston, had several trees torn up by the roots, in a 
plantation near the town, and two young women had a narrow escape 
from being lost upon Hartside. Mr. Stone, road-surveyor, passing 
with his gig, kindly took them up and conveyed them to his own 
house. Mrs. H. Marten, and her daughter, of Bedheugh, Allendale, 
who were crossing the fell from Alston, where they had been attending 
a hiring, both perished. They were found by her sons, lying close 
together, on Sunday. — Ibid. 

November 15. — A new chapel, at Hetton, was consecrated by the 
lord bishop of Bristol, in the presence of a vast concourse of spec- 
tators. An excellent and appropriate sermon was delivered on the 
occasion by the rev. Charles Thurlow. — Ibid. 

November 15. — Thursday, about one o'clock, at the sign of the 
Black house, Pilgrim street, Newcastle, Mr. William Hall, the land- 
lord, shot himself through the head with a pistol loaded with ball, 
which occasioned his death a short time afterwards. In the evening, 
a coroner's inquest was held on the body, before John Forster, esq., 
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one of the coroners of that town, and a respectable jury, when a 
verdict of insanity was returned. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Nov. 16). — At Alnwick, a fire broke out in the attic of a 
dwelling house occupied by Mr. Thomas Robertson, cabinet maker, 
used as a workshop. The fire originated during the temporary 
absence t)f the workmen, and was occasioned, it is supposed, by the 
water in a glue kettle, boiling over into the stove, and the sparks 
emitted by this means igniting the shavings. The Alnwick castle 
engine, and the corporation engines played with great effect. The 
conflagration was extinguished in about three hours, but not till 
nearly the whole of the stock and all the workmen's tools were des- 
troyed. — Ibid. 

November 23. — Two fine young men, of the names of Matthew 
King and James Linsley, were killed, whilst at work in the Sheriff-hill 
colliery, in consequence of a fall from the roof of the mine. It would 
appear that they had incautiously removed some coal without having 
supplied its place with props, which occasioned the accident. A coro- 
ner's inquest was held, and a verdict of accidental death returned. — 
Ibid. 

December 5. — The Independent chapel at Winlaton, was opened. 
— Ibid. 

December 7. — On the morning, a fire was discovered in the pattern 
shop of Messrs. Hawthorn, the engine builders, Newcastle. An 
immediately alarm was given, and engines being presently on the 
spot, the progress of the fire was arrested, though not until damage 
to the amount of nearly i?1000. had taken place. The cause of the 
conflagration is not known. — Ibid. 

December 10. — Monday, a dreadful accident occurred at Heddon- 
on-the-Wall. A number of workmen had placed cannon on an emi- 
nence near that place, for the purpose of saluting the voters as they 
passed, and a person of the name of Potts, a mason, who was in the 
act of charging one of the cannons, it went off, and blew him to a 
distance of several yards, shattering his body almost to atoms. The 
mangled remains were soon afterwards gathered up, and presented a 
most shocking spectacle. — Ibid. 

December 11. — About ten o'clock on Tuesday sen'night, when the 
news reached Sunderland from Durham of sir H. Williamson's being 
300 votes in advance of Mr. Braddyll, the colour bearers, &c, of 
Mr. B. were sent for, and arrived just as the agents of sir Hedworth 
were giving out the state of the poll. They instantly fell to work 
and demolished all the low windows of the committee room, tore 
down certain sign boards, broke them into cudgels, and then took 
their departure. On the following day, at the close of the poll, a 



j 



a. d. 1833.] 



TABLE BOOK. 



143 



dreadful affray took place in the High street, Sunderland, between 
the conservative party's band and colourmen, and those of the two 
other candidates. The conflict was very rough. The windows of Mr. 
BraddylFs committee-room were broken. — Local Papers. 

1832 (Dec. 21 ). — A dreadful accident occurred at Harrington, Dur- 
ham. About half-past five o'clock in the morning, as Thomas Dand, 
aged 44, his son 13, William Bay, 27, and William Cribbins, 19, were 
descending the shaft of Hodgson pit, (a depth of 70 fathoms,) the 
rope broke, and the two former, father and son, were killed on the 
spot. William Cribbins, though taken up alive, was not expected to 
recover. William Bay fell across the bide of a basket. He was 
literally ripped up, and shortly afterwards died. — Ibid. 

1832.-This year, the Swedenborgians' chapel, Butchers' hall, Friars, 
Newcastle ; was opened : it was dissolved in 1835, and united with 
the society in Percy-street. The register of births and baptisms, 11 
entries, extending from 1832 to 1835. — Rep. of Pari. Com., fyc. 

1833 (Jan. 13). — The organ recently erected in St. Thomas's 
chapel, Barras-bridge,* Newcastle, was opened. — Local Papers. 

January. — Sunday morning about three o'clock, the cooperage be- 
longing to Mr. James Brown, situate on the east side of the Tyne 
brewery, Sandgate-shore, Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire. 
Considerable damage was done to the premises, and, about 400 sets of 
hogshead staves, 300 single pipe staves, and other articles of value 
were consumed.— Ibid. 

January 21. — Monday, the bells of St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, 
and of St. Mary's, Gateshead, were rung in honour of his majesty 
having elevated the marquis of Cleveland to the dignity of duke of 
Cleveland. — Ibid. 

January. — The museum of the late Anthony Hedley at Chester- 
holm, was enriched by a spear head about a foot long, the umbo or 
boss of a shield, and nearly three hundred brass coins, found among 
the ruins of one of the towers of the western gateway of Vindolana. 
The coins belong to the emperors Constantinus, Constantius, Constans, 
and the tyrant Magnentius, and were strewn over one of the moulded 
cordon stones of the tower, and intermixed with the soil above and 
about it. — Gents Mag. 

February. — A miner at Down's pit, near Hetton, was showing a 
young woman, named Eliza Clark, how they let off a "kitty," (a 
straw filled with gunpowder to communicate with the powder used in 
blasting coal), he set fire to it at one end of a table, over which it im- 
mediately passed, and communicated, by a hole in the table, with twelve 
pounds of gunpowder deposited in a drawer below. An instant ex- 
plosion was the consequence ; and the shock split the window- shutters 
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and the doors into a thousand fragments, and the roof of the house 
was completely lifted off. Four persons were severely burnt, and the 
lives of two of them (the young woman above-mentioned, and Thomas 
Shields,) were despaired of.— Local Papers. 

1833 (Feb. 7). — On the morning, about three o'clock, a stable be- 
longing to Mr. Eobert Thompson, High bridge, Newcastle, was dis- 
covered to be on fire ; but by the prompt assistance of several of his 
neighbours, it was got under without doing much damage, except 
the loss of a fine horse, by suffocation. — Ibid. 

February 7. — A general registry office for servants was established 
in Newcastle, under the designation of the Domestic Guardian Insti- 
tution for Northumberland and Durham. — Ibid. 

February 17. — A serious riot took place at Hartlepool, between 
the Irish and English labourers employed on the railway. On the 
following Monday morning, the English party again mustered, search- 
ed the town, drove out every Irishman they could find. One Irish- 
man was killed, another had his leg broke, and a great many on both 
sides were dreadfully cut and bruised. An express was sent off for 
the military, and a number of special constables were sworn in. The 
inhabitants were thrown into considerable alarm, and all the works 
were laid in. — Ibid. 

February 19. — One of the largest engines ever yet constructed 
commenced working on this day, at colonel BraddylFs new colliery 
at South Hetton, Durham. Its power is rated at 240 horses, and its 
labour was to pump water from the depth of 876 feet. — Ibid 

March 2. — A riot of a most brutal description, took place at the 
Downs, near Hetton-le-hole, Durham, between the old and new pit- 
men of that place, in which the Derbyshire (new) miners were event- 
ually overpowered, and obliged to seek refuge in their houses in 
Down's lane. The old pitmen pursuing their advantage, commenced 
an attack upon the doors and windows of the houses of their antago- 
nists ; the consequence of which was, that the Derbyshire pitmen 
retaliated by firing several guns at their assailants, loaded with shot, 
ball, marbles and broken spoons, by which a pitman of the name of 
Dodds, was so dangerously wounded that his life was despaired of. 
Several pieces of broken pewter were extracted from his body by a 
surgeon. Two other men were wounded by marbles and slugs. They 
were subsequently extracted. After much difficulty the rioters were 
compelled to disperse. An outrage of a similar description took place 
at the Brick garth, Easington lane, but was not attended with such 
disastrous circumstances. — Ibid. 

March 8. — On the evening of this day, John Wilkinson, a person 
of weak mind, was taken in the act of setting fire to a stack of straw 
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in the farm yard of Messrs. N. and J. Wright, at Halt-on castle, 
Northumberland. Wilkinson was tried for the offence at the North- 
umberland summer assizes in the same year, when the jury returned 
a verdict of " not guilty, on the ground of insanity." — Local Papers. 

1833 (March 18).— Died, at Mitford, Northumberland, aged 100 
years, Mrs. Ann Jobson. — Ibid. 

March 25. — William Lough, better known as Clubby Wullye, a 
pauper, who had long been resident in Hexham Poor house, died in 
the Half-moon tent, at the fair held on the Seal, at that place, from 
the effects of drinking ardent spirits. — Ibid. 

March 26. — The foundation stone of an intended Wesleyan chapel 
at Seaham harbour was laid. — Ibid. 

At about half past ten o'clock in the night of March 26, 1833. 
William Buddie, a butcher of Newcastle, accompanied by his dog, 
was proceeding on the road to Morpeth on business. He suffered no 
interruption until he had arrived at Gosforth, nearly six miles from 
Newcastle, when four men came up to him, named John Slater, James 
Henry, James Kelly, and John Macbeth. The latter asked Buddie 
of the time, to which he replied that it was not yet One. He then 
asked him for money to which he answered that he had but four-pence. 
This not satisfying, Macbeth took hold of his leg and threw him 
backward, holding him down by the collar and stopping his mouth 
by hiB hand, while the others rifled his pockets of i?19. in bank notes, 
gold and silver ; but not without great opposition, as well on his own 
part as on that of his dog. Macbeth then told the others to run, 
when they were followed by himself over a gate into a field. Buddie 
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got up and pursued, and hounded his dog to the pursuit which bit 
Macbeth severely and repeatedly by the heels, making him shout with 
pain. Buddie pursued under great opposition and the discharge of 
pistols, to the brink of Seaton burn. The first man got over, but 
the second and third fell in, but succeeded in reaching the opposite 
bank and got on the hedge adjoining. Macbeth (the last) fell in 
head foremost, and was plunged in mud, over the ears. Buddie like- 
wise plunged in, up to his breast in water. Macbeth righting him- 
self, Buddie belaboured him with his stick, aided by his trusty dog, 
which incessantly bit the exposed parts. This conflict lasted 
about ten minutes, when Kelly mounted the dyke and pulling out a 
stake, struck Buddie on the temple, and then on the head, knocking 
him down in the water. He rose again and continued the conflict, 
beating Macbeth until he was almost breathless, and another of the 
gang mounted the hedge, and beat Buddie with a stake until it broke. 
Macbeth was completely spent, and by a great effort sought to be rid 
of his athletic opponent, by throwing himself on the hedge, where he 
nearly transfixed himself with a sharp stake. He succeeded however 
in getting over the hedge, and by the assistance of two of his com- 
panions, was conveyed to some distance, where in about half an hour 
he was somewhat recovered and enabled to get up. The man who 
had the money had previously decamped. Buddie who was for an 
instant senseless pursued them, bleeding excessively, to a plantation 
at Seaton Burn House, where he was obliged to halt ; but the dog 
pursued them for some distance. About two o'clock a. w ., Buddie 
arrived at a public-house at the Six Mile Bridge. All the family had 
retired to rest, but he called them up and received assistance from 
them, in binding up his wounds. Shortly after, a party of butchers 
arrived, with whom he went out in search of the robbers ; but returned 
successless in half an hour, and ultimately reached home about half 
past five. The next morning the three culprits proceeded towards 
Newcastle, attracting much attention, but evaded caption for the time. 
Macbeth was taken at Durham, who with Kelly was lodged in Mor- 
peth gaol. Slater and Henry wandered as far as Leicestershire, 
where they were taken, and on April 24, placed in the house of correc- 
tion, Southwell, Nottinghamshire. They were charged with five rob- 
beries, in Northumberland. On the second of August they were tried 
before baron Bolland at Newcastle, and on the 3rd, sentence of death 
was recorded against them, but as murder was evidently by them not 
contemplated, it was commuted to transportation for life. — MS. Col. 

1833 (March 29. — A fire took place at a farm called Salter house, 
near Wynyard, belonging to the marquis of Londonderry, and occu- 
pied by one of his stewards, Mr. Newby, by which six valuable horses 



k 



a. d. 1833-1 



TABLE BOOK. 



147 



were destroyed, and other considerable damage done. The manner 
in which the fire originated was not known. — Local Papers. 

1833 (March). — A silver coin the size of half-a-crown, of the reign 
of Elizabeth, was found in the church yard, at Chester-le-Street, in 
a very perfect state, and is now in the possession of Mr. Maxwell, 
of that place. — Ibid. 

April 12. — Friday, a meeting was held at Long Benton, for the 
exhibition of stock, &c, and the distribution of premiums and sweep- 
stakes, which, notwithstanding the unfavourableness of the weather, 
was exceedingly well attended, and afforded high gratification to all 
present. This show has been continued annually. — Ibid. 

April 15. — James Sloan, of the city of Durham, grocer, cut his 
throat with a razor, at the former place, so effectually as almost to 
sever his head from his body. It appears that he had got up and 
left his wife asleep in bed, and had proceeded down the yard and 
entered an out-house, where he committed the fatal deed. His 
wife having missed him, got up and went in search of him when she 
found him in the above place, quite dead, with his head reclining on 
his shoulder. The sight was most appalling. An inquest was held 
on the body, and a verdict obtained "that the deceased destroyed 
himself while in a state of derangement." — Ibid. 

April 17. — A fire broke out at six o'clock in the evening, in a stair- 
case, adjoining the Durham glass-works, Gateshead, belonging to Mr. 
Price, which extended to a straw loft, where a great quantity of straw 
was burnt, but, the flames were soon got under by the assistance of the 
workmen, and the fire engines from Gateshead and Newcastle. — Ibid. 

April 18. — Died, at the Elfhills, near Wallington, Northumberland, 
Mr. Shaftoe Thompson, at an advanced age. His great grandfather 
was captain John Shaftoe, who was shot at Preston, for engaging in 
the rebellion of 1715, and who married one of the two sisters of Sir 
John Fenwick, of Wallington, who was beheaded for high treason, in 
the reign of king William, 27th January, 1697. Shaftoe Thompson 
was possessed of a brass snuff box, curiously ornamented, with eight 
lines of verse, in a mixtuie of the Dutch language and Hieroglyphics, 
and which belonged to his grandfather, John Shaftoe, of Farneylaw, 
and is traditionally said to contain mystical allusions to the affairs in 
which captain Shaftoe so unfortunately engaged in, in 1715. — Ibid. 

April 30. — Died, at Blackwell, Durham, in her 102nd year, Mrs. 
Brockets — Ibid. 

May 1. — At noon a discussion between the rev. John Lockhart of 
Newcastle, and Mr. Borthwick, the hired advocate of the slave holders, 
took place in the Music-hall, Blackett-street, Newcastle, Wm. Chap- 
man, esq., in the chair. The discussion lasted for several hours, 
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when the show of hands was greatly in favour of immediate aboli- 
tion. — Local Papers. 

1833 (May 2). — Five poor boys were unfortunately drowned in a 
coal-pit at Kingswood, Northumberland, from the sudden rushing in 
of a quantity of water from an old shaft. — Ibid. 

May 4. — This evening, the cabinet workshops of Mr. Thomas Sop- 
with, situated in the Painter-heugh, Newcastle, was consumed with 
fire, together with a quantity of mahogany veneers, and all the tools 
of the workmen. It is not known how the conflagration originated, 
which was first discovered about ten o'clock, and increased with 
alarming rapidity, owing to the combustible nature of the materials 
exposed to its operation. The mayor (John Brandling, esq.,) evinced 
the most laudable anxiety, stimulating the firemen by his directions, 
and also by his personal exertions. Great praise is due to Mr. For- 
syth, town-marshall, the yeomanry cavalry, police, and other gentle- 
men in their various offices, for their meritorious exertions. The fire 
was got under about half-past eleven, but not without some slight 
damage to the adjoining property, caused by the playing of the 
engines, and other efforts to prevent the fire from spreading. Mr. 
Sopwith's stock and premises were insured. — Ibid. 

May 6. — A few privates of the 42nd Highlanders performed Bob 
Boy, and the Mayor of Garret, at the theatre, Berwick. The re- 
ceipts, «£10., were paid over to the treasurer of the dispensary there, 
for the use of that institution. — Ibid. 

May 8. — A melancholy occurrence took place, which proved a cause 
of deep regret to several of the inhabitants of Newcastle. The rev. 
Alexander Shaw, minister of the Secession church in Garliol-street, 
put a period to his existence, at the house of the rev. Mr. Bell, at 
North Middleton, by cutting his throat with a razor. He had been 
affected with a determination of blood to his head. Mr. Shaw was 
about 30 years of age, was justly admired in his pastoral office, and 
his untimely demise, under the circumstances, caused unfeigned 
anguish to his friends. — Ibid. 

May 8. — A young man named Lawson, a mason, of Alnwick, went 
into the Coquet to bathe, near to Brinkburn priory, Northumberland, 
and not being able to swim he got into deep water and was drowned. 
A young man of the name of Humphrey Henderson, mason, of Mor- 
peth, and William Johnson of the same place, plunged in to his 
assistance, when the former being entangled with Lawson, unfortun- 
ately was drowned, and left a widow and two children; Johnson 
narrowly escaped with his life. — Ibid. 

About this year, was built unto the south side of Blenkinsopp 
castle, a new dwelling-house, in the castellated style, as a residence 
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for the agent of the adjoining colliery. Until this time the castle 
had been partly occupied by two or three labouring families, who 
contrived to find a shelter in a few of its least dilapidated rooms. 
This castle was the seat of the Blenkiosopps for many generations, 
and consisted of a square tower, vaulted underneath, and surrounded 
by a high wall at an equal distance from the keep, all around. 
Three sides of it remain in a ruinous state. It was built in 1339. — 
Hodgson. Mackenzie. 

1833 (May). — This month, omnibusses were first established to 
run between Newcastle and Tynemouth. — Local Papers. 

This month, the first hackney coach commenced running in Sunder- 
land, by a Mr. Smith. — Ibid. 

There was at this time, living at Washington, in the county of 
Durham, a man named Andrew Wallace, a pensioner, 103 years of 
age, having been born in Inverness, Scotland, March 14, 1730. He 
retained his faculties, though his body shook from paralysis. He was 
a soldier at the battle of Culloden, Scotland, on the side of the 
Stuarts. — Ibid. 

May 9. — Thursday, a most lamentable occurrence took place at 
Springwell colliery, the property of the right hon. lord Bavensworth 
and partners, near Wreckinton, in the county of Durham, and about 
five miles from Newcastle, owing to a dreadful explosion, in the B pit 
in that colliery, by which forty-seven individuals were instantly do- 
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prived of life, besides many who received severe fractures and con- 
tusions. This colliery is on the most extensive scale, and from its 
complete ventilation in every part of the workings, was admired by all 
those engaged in the undertaking. On the morning of the day the 
accident happened, it had, as usual, been examined by the under 
viewer, and overmen and declared quite safe. About eight A. M. 
one of the overmen observed that a collier had pricked a blower, (a 
hole or crevice in the roof, from which a small quantity of inflammable 
gas issued ; ) he instantly ordered the person to leave that part of the 
mine. And on returning, two hours after, accompanied by jthe under 
viewer, he did not perceive any danger, but as a measure of precau- 
tion, ordered the safety lamp to be used instead of candles, with 
which the mine had been worked, owing to the extreme purity of the 
air. The colliery consists of two pits, A, and B, although containing 
but one shaft, which divides them by a strong and formidable piece of 
wood work, termed a brattice. About two o'clock on the above day 
the neighbourhood was alarmed by one of those dreadful explosions so 
peculiar to the coal mines in this district, and many posts were thrown 
out of the mouth of the shaft. As soon as the alarm subsided, parties of 
brave fellows descended the mine, and they fortunately succeeded in 
rescuing several who were severely injured, and also found three dead 
bodies, but such was the havoc created by the explosive matter, and 
tjie impure state of the mine owing to the after damp, that they could 
not penetrate any considerable way into the workings, and at seven 
o'clock on the night of the next day only eight of the bodies of the 
sufferers had been recovered, consequently thirty-nine remained in the 
mine, and with them the sad secret of the catastrophe ; not one 
person having survived to dispel the cloud of mystery that hangs over 
this dismal affair. Great numbers of people visited the colliery on 
the next day, Friday ; and at five o'clock a respectable jury was assem- 
bled, to hold an inquest on the body of James Oliver, a fine lad, who 
had been found dead in the pit, where his father at the same time lost 
his life. During the proceedings, the coroner said, as a garbled account 
of this lamentable affair had been printed and hawked about Newcas- 
tle and the neighbourhood, charging an unfortunate stranger, who 
was represented to be a Welshman, as the cause, by taking off the top 
of his safety lamp, he was desirous, for the exculpation of the individ- 
ual thus foully charged with such a hainous offence, that he should be 
examined, for the satisfaction of the public, as well as the future 
safety of the poor fellow. Thomas Turner, from Staffordshire, was 
then called* He stated that he was at work in the A. pit on the 
preceding day ; used the Davy lamp, but did not take the top off; 
nor ever did such a thing in his life ; he was aware of the report, but 
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it was unfounded. The jury then returned a verdict of accidental 
death. There were only nine or ten adults that fell victims to the 
terrific explosion, the remainder being boys ; and nearly the whole 
of the sufferers were natives of this district, as only two of the strange 
workmen are supposed to have been lost. The accident occurred in 
the Hetton seam, at a depth of 120 fathoms. — Local Papers. 

1833 (May 10). — About one o'clock this morning (Friday), the 
premises occupied by Mrs. Scott, grocer and ship bread baker, South 
Shields, were discovered to be on fire; and though engines were 
shortly on the spot, and the buildings are almost contiguous to the 
river Tyne, the fire was not got under till the bakehouse and lofts, 
which contained sixty sacks of flour, &c, were destroyed, as were 
nearly the whole of the stock and fixtures in the grocery shop. — Ibid 

May 12. — A new organ was opened in Wallsend church, on which 
occasion a sermon was preached by the rev. J. Armstrong. — Ibid. 

May 14. — Tuesday, a fire was discovered in a small shop belonging 
to Mr. Oowell, joiner, NunsMield, Newcastle. Such was the rapidity 
of the flames, that before the engines could be got into play, the whole 
was consumed. The extent of damage done was not very 'considerable. 
— Ibid. 

May \5. — Newcastle and the surrounding country, to a great 
extent, were visited with an awful storm of thunder, lightning, 
hail and rain. The atmosphere at the north-west assumed a threat- 
ening aspect early in the day, but it was not until five o'clock in the 
afternoon that the storm commenced. At that period a dense cloud 
settled over the town, the thunder was loud in the distance, and the 
explosions of the electric fluid, principally what is called "forked" 
lightning, were so continuous as almost to resemble one unbroken 
sheet of flame for upwards of a minute. The rain began to descend 
gradually under a heavily charged atmosphere, with scarcely a breath 
of air. Suddenly the wind increased almost to a hurricane, and the 
thunder gave a report that startled the boldest heart, accompanied by 
a tempest of rain and hail, such as is seldom witnessed under the 
temperate climate of England. The hailstones were of an unusual 
size, and the damage done was very great. Seventy-four panes of 
glass were broken in the dome of the Eoyal Arcade. At Bensham 
upwards of a thousand squares were broken. In Ravensworth-terrace 
two hundred and twenty. The vineries at Ravensworth castle sus- 
tained the damage of about <£*400. or <£*500. In the hot houses at 
Redheugh 2070 squares were demolished. At Sunderland the storm 
was equally destructive. The house of Mr. Wardropper, Bishop- 
wearmouth, was struck by the electric fluid, by which the windows 
and window-panes were completely demolished, the former seriously. 
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Upwards of 2500 panes were demolished in the hot houses of A. and 
R. Fenwiek, esqrs., of High and Low Pallion. The effects at Dur- 
ham was very great, many of the inhabitants having at least 40 or 50 
squares broken. The manufactories of Messrs. Blackett and Gains- 
forth, Messrs. Henderson, and Messrs. Dixon and Carter, were dread- 
fully broken up with hail. In the neighbourhood of Bishop Auckland, 
hailstones were picked up four inches in circumference. Many 
churches suffered. The electric fluid struck a chimney in the house 
of Mr. Peacock, in Bishop Auckland, which fell through the roof, 
into a room where two young children were in bed, who providentially 
escaped unhurt. At South Shields, the storm raged with great fury, 
but the damage was not very great. It does not appear to have ex- 
tended itself very far to the north of Newcastle. The only fatal 
accident was that of a pitman, who whilst conversing with three or 
four of his companions of Waldridgo fell, was struck dead by light- 
ning. The others, though somewhat stunned at the moment did not 
receive any serious injury. — Local Papers. 
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CHAPTER VII. 




N the 18th of May 1833, a thunder storm 
passed over Alnwick; the electric fluid 
struck the steeple of the church, but with- 
out doing material damage. At Shield- 
dykes, near Alnwick, a horse was killed by 
the lightning. At Chillingham castle and 
Lilburn house, a great quantity of glass 
was broken by the hailstones. The storm 
also visited Wark, where a large ash tree 
was stripped of its bark, split from top to bottom, and fragments 
scattered about in all directions, — Local Papers. 

May 20. — At the meeting of the Natural History Society, held on 
the above day, the rev. William Turner in the chair, a communi- 
cation from the British Association was read, inviting the society to 
send two delegates to the approaching meeting at Cambridge, who 
were to have seats in the council ; when P. J. Selby, esq., and H. T. 
Maire Witham, esq., two of the vice presidents of the society, were 
chosen. It was also resolved to invite the members of the British 
Association to make this town one of their future places of meeting. — 
Ibid. 

May 22. — Some fine and rich specimens of ancient architecture 
were discovered in the ante room, adjoining the chapter room of the 
cathedral, of Durham. By the removal of certain plaster work, some 
fine arches corresponding with some shortly before discovered in the 
chapter room, were brought to light. — Ibid. 

Same day, the foundation stone of a new church, in Commercial 
Road (West), South Shields, was laid by the rev. James Carr, per- 
petual curate of St. Hilda's chapel, who delivered on the occasion an 
appropriate prayer and address to a numerous assemblage of the in- 
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habitants. The edifice was rebuilt and endowed at the sole expense 
of the dean and chapter of Durham, and affords accommodation for 
twelve hundred persons, eight hundred of which are free sittings. — 
Local Papers. 

1833 (May 28.) — Tuesday, being his majesty's birth day, was 
ushered in in Newcastle by the ringing of bells and the firing of can- 
non. The Newcastle troop of dismounted cavalry mustered at the 
parade ground, and inarched to the Sandhill, where they fired a feu, 
de joie. They were afterwards presented with wine by the mayor and 
magistrates to drink his majesty's health. The Scotch Greys and 
Artillery stationed at the barracks were reviewed on the moor, and 
the day passed off with the usual demonstrations of joy. In the other 
towns of this neighbourhood similar expressions of loyalty were mani- 
fested. — Ibid. 

Same day, an explosion of inflammable gas took place in the Lum 
ley Eight pit, Lambton colliery, by which two young men, named 
Gray and Atohinson, unfortunately lost their lives. — Ibid. 

May 30. — Thursday, an accident happened to Mr. Adamson, of 
the city of Durham, veterinary surgeon. He was in the act of pre- 
paring some medicine for a horse, and hod put a quantity of nitric- 
acid and oil of tar into a quart bottle, which he was shaking, when, 
from the accumulation of gas, the bottle exploded, and wounded Mr. 
Adamson in the side. A large piece of glass was afterwards extrac- 
ted. Two horses belonging to the hon. and rev. Dr. Wellesley were 
leaving the shop at the time of the accident, in charge of a servant. 
One of them received a deep wound in the thigh from the broken 
glass, and the servant was thrown against the wall by the force of the 
explosion. — Ibid. 

June 8. — The funeral of Thomas Leadbitter, esq., took place this 
day, agreeably to his own direction, in a piece of ground adjoining 
the new Roman catholic chapel, Hexham. This being the first inter- 
ment in that ground, and high mass being performed on the occasion, 
a great concourse of persons attended to witness the ceremony. — Ibid. 

June 8. — The Eppleton colliery, belonging to the Hetton coal 
company, was won. The Hetton seam is seven feet seven inches 
thick — pure coal, five feet six inches — depth one hundred and fifty-five 
fathoms. The winning had been several years in progress. — Ibid. 

June 9. — The new chapel at North Sunderland was opened. It is 
built in the purest Norman style. The rev. Leonard Shafto Orde, 
was appointed perpetual curate, a parsonage was built near it. — Ibid. 

June 10. — Monday, a fire broke out among the tents just erected 
on the Town moor, Newcastle, for the ensuing races, which almost 
totally consumed three of them, viz: — Mr. Martin's, of the Cloth 
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market, and Mr. Huron's of the Golden tiger, Pilgrim street, and 
Mrs. Dixon's, of the Ouseburn, in that town. A very small propor- 
tion of the porter or spirits were preserved. — Local Papers. 

1833 (June 13). — Thursday, the largest number of salmon was 
caught in the Tyne that had taken place for many years j between 
four hundred and five hundred were brought into Newoastle market, 
and were readily sold at from sixpence to eightpenoe per lb. — Ibid. 

Same day, died, at Bamardoastle, aged 103, Mrs. Hannah Todd. — 
Ibid. 

June 14. — The North Shields Mechanics' and Tradesmen's Library 
was established. The chair was taken by Mr. John Rennison, wbo 
briefly detailed the rise, progress, and decline of the late Mechanics 1 
Institute in that town, and informed the meeting that they had as- 
sembled for the purpose of endeavouring to revive it under another 
appellation . — Ibid. 

June 15. — A swarm of bees lighted on the head of Mrs. Gibb, of 
Todstead, near Bothbury ; the good lady being a little alarmed, the 
queen bee was removed by a spectator into a hive, and her obedient 
flock immediately followed, without injuring Mrs. Gibb. — Ibid. 

June 19. — Wednesday, a melancholy accident happened at the 
Short sand, oq the north side of Tynemouth castle. About 9 o'clock 
on the morning, Mr. John Smith, of Winlaton, and Mr. Hodgson, 
draper, Gateshead, went to bathe, and unfortunately got out of their 
depth, and were both drowned. Their bodies were almost immedi- 
ately taken out, but life was extinct. Mr. Smith was a single man, 
but Mr. Hodgson left a wife and six children to lament his untimely 
end. — Ibid. 

June 21. — Three young men, William and Robert, sons of Mr. 
Wm. Cuthbertson, of Newton Sea Houses, Northumberland, and 
Ralph, son of Mr. Wm. Archbold, left that place in a boat for Dun- 
stanborough castle, to gather sink stones for the brat nets. On their 1 
return, a heavy squall caught the sail, and capsized the boat, which 
immediately sunk from the quantity of stones it contained. Robert, 
who could swim a little, seized hold of two of the oars, and contrived 
to keep himself in that position until taken up by some fishermen ; 
but his less fortunate brother and companion were both drowned. 
Their bodies were found the following day. Cuthbertson was 22 
years of age, Archbold 19. — Ibid. 

June 28. — On the afternoon of this day (Friday), as a servant of 
Mr. Wilkinson, of Dunston Lodge Asylum, was driving a cart with 
two horses from Newoastle, a flash of lightning struck the fore-horse, 
by which he was so much injured that it was deemed necessary to kill 
him. It is remarkable that the animal's shoulder blade was fractured 
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without any external mark of injury being perceptible. — Local Papers. 

1833 (July 8). — Tuesday, the wind blowing fresh from the N. E., and 
a considerable swell being on the bar, the opportunity was embraced to 
make trial of a small life boat stationed in Tynemouth Haven by the 
Shipwreck Society. The boat was first tried under canvas, without 
ballast, and answered every expectation that had been formed of her 
powers. It being determined to prove the boat, under circumstances 
as disadvantageous as possible, she was then filled with water, and 
again put to sea under canvas, with the intention of trying her pro- 
perties in broken water when in this state. The crew consisted of 
four persons, viz : — Mr. Edward Bobson, (one of the committee) Mr. 
William Fry, jun., and two men belonging to Tynemouth, who vol- 
unteered to man the boat on this occasion. The possibility of an 
accident happening was anticipated, and the men were provided with 
lieutenant Kennedy's life-preserving jackets, ready inflated. The 
boat went out, bowing the sea in gallant style, several seas breaking 
completely over her, and performed well in every respect ; but, in 
returning into the Haven, through the breakers, and running before 
the sea, a heavy sea struck the boat right a-stern, broke into the 
sail, and capsized her. The men depended now upon the jackets, 
which were put to a severe test, and faithfully performed their duty ; 
they soon gained the bottom of the boat, and although washed off 
twice by the sea, aided by the jackets, and the coolness and presence 
of mind of Mr. Robson and Mr. Fry, jun., the whole were kept afloat 
until relieved by a coble which put off from the Haven immediately 
on the accident being observed. Great credit is due to those pilots, 
who with a promptitude and alacrity peculiar to this class of men, 
manned the coble and pulled off to the assistance of the life-boat's 
crew ; as well as to several of their brethren who beheld the accident 
from the Law, at South Shields, and immediately crossed the river, 
launched the Northumberland life boat, and in a few minutes were 
down at the bar to render assistance, if required. — Ibid. 

July 16.— A most magnificent brick-built chimney having been 
completed by Mr. Livingstone at the Alkali works of Anthony Clap- 
ham, esq., Friars Goose, on the Tyne, a little below Newcastle. Mr. 
Clapham, on the above day, entertained a party of friends with a 
sumptuous repast at the bottom of the chimney, to the great delight 
of the party, who expressed their surprise and astonishment at this 
stupendous work of art. It was then the highest chimney in England, 
being 263 feet from the base, exceeding in height that of Muspratt's 
famous chimney at Liverpool by 38 feet, and St. Nicholas 1 steeple, 
Newcastle, by 69 feet. It is 27 feet in diameter at the base, and 
seven feet at the top, which is finished by a stone coping ; it contains 
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upwards of half a million of bricks, and is computed to weigh nearly 
2,000 tons. It is of first rate workmanship, beautifully perpendicular, 
and does honour to the builder and its spirited owner. — Local Papers. 

1833 (July 17). — Wednesday, two pilots belonging to South Shields, 
who were out at sea fishing for mackarel, being very unsuccessful, were 
hauling in tbeir lines to return home, when a solan goose, which had 
been hovering near the boat, pounced on the bait, and swallowed it, 
and, after much difficulty, was secured and brought to land. — Ibid. 

July 18. — At Newton races, Northumberland, two fine horses, in 
running at full speed in opposite directions, encountered each other 
with such force, that their skulls were fractured, and they were both 
killed on the spot. — Ibid. 

July 20. — Saturday, as a man of the name of John Kelley, was 
descending the shaft of Hetton pit, a deal fell from the top upon 
him. The shock threw him out of the loop ; but his foot catching a 
chain in his descent, he was suspended with his head downwards till 
he reached the bottom of the shaft. He was very seriously injured. 
— Ibid. 



scclpture Found at norhax. (ibout I7BD). 

About this year, there was discovered, a little to the eastward of 
the antient church at Norham, the foundations of a building which 
appeared to have consisted of a number of very small apartments. 
The purpose for which this building served has not yet been ascer- 
tained, but it is supposed to have been a kind of penitentiary, for 
the punishment of refractory monks. — Ramble* in Northd. 
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1833 (July 24). — The ship-carpenters employed at Jarrow slip-way 
and building yard, on the Tyne, having struck for an advance of wages, 
the owners, on the above day, procured a number of carpenters from 
Sunderland, whom they set to work. The old workmen soon after 
attacked them, and immediately drove them from the premises. 11. 
Shortridge, esq., magistrate of South Shields, was sent for, who, with 
the assistance of the civil force, quelled the disturbance. — Local Papers. 

July 25. — Thursday, between five and six o'clock on the morning 
a fire broke out in a small brewery, occupied by Mr. J. Armstrong 
as a malting, situated in a passage leading from Sandgate to the 
New road, Newcastle. In a short time the whole building was in a 
blaze ; and although the Newcastle and North British fire engines were 
promptly on the spot, the brew-house was entirely consumed. The 
premises belonged to Mrs. Beynoldson, and were insured. Fortun- 
ately for Mr. Armstrong, he had, only on the previous day, removed 
a large quantity of malt : his loss did not amount to more than J?10. 
It was not known how the fire originated. The premises of Mr. V. 
Errington, adjoining, were in great danger, and were only saved by 
the exertions of the neighbours, (who soon obtained an abundant 
supply of water,) and the effectual playing of the engines. — Ibid. 

July 27. — Saturday, as part of the joiners and masons, who had 
been employed to new front the Black Bull Inn, Hexham, were 
enjoying themselves on the occasion of raising the timbers, the floor 
above them gave way, and fell upon them. Fortunately no lives 
were lost, though one man was much bruised. — Ibid. 

July 28. — The whole of an extensive building, formerly occupied by 
Mr. Mark Thompson, as a raff-yard shed, in Pandon, Newcastle, fell 
down to the ground with a tremendous crash, about six o'clock on the 
morning, in consequence of an immense quantity of railway bars 
having been placed against the wall next the street. Pandon is a 
common thoroughfare, but fortunately no accident happened. — Ibid. 

July. — The eastern gateway of the Roman station of Borcovicns, or 
Houmteads, was totally freed from rubbuish. The main passage-way 
had been through its north side, as appeared by the worn state of its 
threshold and the piviot holes of its doors, one of which formed a 
true hollow hemisphere, and was still covered with a shining blue coat 
of iron, from the friction of the piviot upon it. The pillars between 
the openings of this gateway seemed to have been taken down in the 
Roman age, and the southern passage-way walled up within and with- 
out, and the space between the walls used as a guard-house or shed. 
About a cart load of fossil coal was found on its floor, and among it a 
lump of galena intermixed with decayed chrystals of lime. — HodgtoiCt 
Northd. 
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1833. — This month, the rev. John Collinson, rector of Gateshead, at 
his own expense, erected a handsome obelisk, " to the memory of two 
hundred and twenty-two persons who died of cholera in Gateshead, 
from December 26th, mdcccxxxi. to November 5th, MDcccxxxII. , ' — 
The obelisk is placed in the burial ground of St. Edmund's chapel ; 
it is about fifteen feet high, and its execution is very creditable to the 
skill of Mr. Samuel Softley, the marble mason. On the pedestal is 
inscribed, " In the midst of life we are in death. Watch therefore, 
for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come." — Local Papers. 

Dr. Bedale, of swimming celebrity, exhibited his aquatic feats in 
the river Tyne on two occasions during the last week of this month. 
Many of hia positions and movements, were very beautiful and 
scientific. Large crowds attended each day, to witness the novelty of 
the exhibition. — Hid. 

August 2. — Pursuant to advertisement, a public meeting of gentle- 
men interested in effecting some improvements in the great north 
road was held in the Merchants' court, Newcastle, the right worship- 
ful John Brandling, esq., mayor, in the chair, when the plans of Mr. 
B. B. Dodd, civil engineer, of that town, were laid before the meeting, 
for erecting an elevated suspension bridge across the river Tyne from 
Gateshead to Newcastle. John Clayton, esq., read the report and 
estimate of the expense by Mr. Dodd, amounting to ,£77,000 ; also 
the presumed revenue, .£10,000 per annum ; from which it appeared 
that the undertaking presented the prospect of most liberally remu- 
nerating the proprietors. A committee, consisting of the mayor, the 
members of the town, the borough of Gateshead, for Northumberland, 
and Durham, with a number of other public spirited gentlemen, was 
appointed, with a view to ascertain the most desirable plan for the 
improvement of the road from Gateshead through Newcastle, and to 
report the same. A subscription was entered into to defray the ex- 
penses incurred. The principal advantages of the contemplated 
bridge, if taken from Gateshead to the Castle-garth, were represented 
to be, to continue the great north road through Newcastle, and to 
enable carriages, passengers, and cattle to avoid the steep, difficult, 
and dangerous hills of the Bottle-bank, and Dean-street ; to bestow 
a splendid southern entrance on the town ; and to open an improved 
and easy access to the county courts, and a road direct, level, safe, 
and pleasant to the multitudes who resorted to the well-supplied mar- 
kets of Newcastle, or transacted business in the higher parts of the 
town ; at the same time rendering one of its most wretched and offen- 
sive portions a scene of elegance, extensive intercourse, and commer- 
cial prosperty. — Ibid. 

August. — Early in this month, two remarkably large swarms of 
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tliea were noticed at North Shields, proceeding from the sea in a 
westerly direction. On one of the occasions an opportunity was 
taken of estimating the height of the mass, which appeared to be 
about 21 feet, by 6 or 8 in breadth. It was several minutes in 
passing by the observers. — Local Pwpen. 

1833 (Aug. 5). — Monday, South Hetton colliery was opened, and a 
fat bullock was roasted, and distributed among the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood. A great concourse of people assembled at Se&ham, 
to witness the shipping of the first coals. W. Green, of Durham, esq., 
as one of the owners, addressed the people, amidst the most deafening 
cheers. A band of music attended, and in other respects the day was 
one of general rejoicing. The workmen belonging to the company 
and to lord Londonderry, were regaled at the several public houses in 
the village.— Ibid. 

Same day, at noon the annual meeting of the Natural History 
Society was held, and at 2 p. h. the right worshipful the mayor, John 
Brandling, esq., proceeded, (with the aid of the same trowel * wielded 
by the Duke of Sussex in the founding of the library of the parent 
institution) to lay the foundation of the building behind the Library 
of the Literary and Philosophical Society, in Westgate street, for the 
reception of the museum of the Natural History Society, together 
with a colonnade &c, for the reception of the Soman antiquities 
belonging to the Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle upon Tyne. 
Between five and six p. h. about forty members of the Natural His- 
tory Society dined at the Assembly rooms, the mayor in the chair. 

August 7. — Wednesday, the neighbourhood of Newcastle, was en- 
livened by the firing of guns, and other tokens of joy, at the loading 
of the first vessel from the low main seam at St. Lawrence colliery, 
near Newcastle, called Picton main. The pit was begun from the 
surface on the 3rd of December preceding, and was completed to the 
low main, a depth of 94 fathoms, in the short period of eight months. 
The seam is in great perfection, is six feet thick, and, as a proof of 
the spirit of the parties, notwithstanding the coal work was only 
commenced on Monday, they raised on the following day upwards of 
120 tons of coal. A party of gentlemen dined on the occasion, and 
spent a convivial day. — Ibid. 

August 19. — For some years past nearly all the moors in North- 
umberland had been taken possession of by large bodies of poachers 

* On the reverse side was engraven " This Trowel was again used by the right 
worshipful John Brandling, esq., mayor of Newcastle, in laying the Foundation Stone of 
the Building for the Natural History Society, 5th August. 1833, John Green, Architect," 
An oblong earthen plate, with a list of the officers of the Society, and other particulars, 
printed on it, was deposited in a cavity mode for that purpose under the atone. 
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from the adjoining counties, who not only carried away immense 
quantities of game, but even plundered the industrious farmers of the 
neighbourhood of their sheep, and did wilful damage to their property. 
The overbearing insolence displayed on these occasions by these law- 
less intruders so intimidated the peaceable inhabitants, that they 
might almost be said to have lost their right over, and controul of 
their property. The 12th of August (the commencement of the 
shooting season) was again marked by the arrival of large bodies of 
these intruders, upon which the gentlemen and farmers then shooting 
on the moors determined no longer to be annoyed by them. Accord- 
ingly, on the above day, they divided themselves into two parties, and 
having ascertained that a body of the poachers would commence 
shooting at a place called Whitelee, near Carter Bar, the first party, 
consisting of about forty persons, on horseback, set out from Wood- 
burn about 3 in the morning of the 20th, the second party also 
setting out for another suspected place of rendezvous. On the arrival 
of the first party at Whitelee they discovered about twenty poachers 
ranging the moors, each armed with a gun and attended with a dog. 
Immediately on being discovered the poachers formed themselves into 
a military position, on the ascent of a hill, threw of their coats, and 
presenting their guns, threatened to fire on the first who came near 
them. — A young gentlemen present remonstrated with the poachers 
on their illegal conduct, but in vain, they declared they would not be 
taken, and would shoot the first man who approached them. Upon 
this the gentleman alluded to, rode over a small burn which divided 
the parties, instantly followed by his friends, and after considerable 
struggling, in the course of which the young gentleman's horse was 
felled to the ground, and he himself wounded in the hand, the 
poachers were completely overpowered, and brought before two mag- 
istrates, who committed them to Morpeth gaol under the game act. — 
Local Papers. 

1833 (Aug. 18). — Sunday, the lord bishop of Chester preached at 
St. Thomas's chapel, Barras-bridge, Newcastle, after which a collec- 
tion of i?33. was made in aid of the Labourer's Provident Fund. In 
the afternoon of the same day, his lordship preached at St. Nicho- 
las' church, on behalf of the Sunday School of that parish, in aid 
of which «£19. Is. 4d. were collected. — Ibid. 

August 22. — Died, in Ropery-lane, Sunderland, aged 102, Mr. 
James Hall, mariner. — Ibid. 

Same day, about half-past four o'clock, when the tide was on the 
turn of ebb, Peter Duncan and James Blair were drowned at Hartle- 
pool, in the north sands, under the following circumstances : — The 
two unfortunate men, with a third, named William Wilson, having 
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gone for the purpose of bathing; while the three were undressing, 
Wilson, observing there was a great swell on, proposed they should 
not go in, but Duncan and Blair, being good swimmers, persisted, 
while Wilson remained on shore to watch their clothes. When they 
were in about 80 or 100 yards, and swimming nearly close together, 
a heavy sea burst upon them, and they sunk. Wilson, on their not 
re-appearing on the surface, gave the alarm, and assistance was pro- 
cured ; but before their bodies could be found, life was extinct. — 
Local Papers. 

1833 (Sep. 1). — The Ardincaple steam-packet, which plied between 
Newcastle and Edinburgh, sailed from Leith harbour about two 
o'clock on the morning of this day. She ought to have sailed at her 
usual time, six o'clock on the previous evening, but there had been 
blowing a gale of wind all the day from the north, and the captain did 
not think it prudent to proceed, but informed the passengers that if 
the wind abated he would go to sea with the morning tide. In the 
course of the night the wind went down, and at two o'clock on the Sun- 
day morning, it being then very fine, he sailed and proceeded down 
the Frith of Forth, and met with no obstacle until he got considerably 
below the Bass Rock, when they found the sea very heavy, but having 
rounded St. Abb's head, the wind, which was quite fair, increased to 
a most tremendous gale, such as had not been seen upon the coast 
for upwards of thirty years. Having got up nearly as far as Bambro' 
castle, about twelve o'clock, a distance of upwards of seventy miles, 
which she had run in about ten hours, a most dreadful sea struck her 
upon the larboard quarter, and falling into the waist, made a clean 
sweep of every thing off the deck, tore away the whole of the bul- 
wark stanchions and paddle casing on the starboard side, carried 
overboard captain McLeod, the steward's daughter, a soldier, and 
two other passengers, (one of them a young woman, and a middle- 
aged man.) Several other persons were overboard, but contrived 
to regain the vessel. She immediately righted, but the rigging, 
which was fastened to the starboard bulwark, and which supported 
the chimney and main mast, having been thus carried away, they 
were left in a very tottering condition. Both anchors were im- 
mediately let go, and she was brought up. Another sea then struck 
her, and the chimney and main mast then went over the side, but, 
fortunately, no person was hurt by the fall. Every exertion was 
made to clear away the wreck, and she bravely rode in the gale till 
near one o'clock the next morning. Too much praise cannot be 
given to a party of sailors, who were on board as passengers, and to 
Mr. Pearson, late the captain of The King of Netherlands, who then 
took the command. The vessel was perfectly tight, but from all the 
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sky-lights on deck being broken in, and the engine-house completely 
washed away, a great deal of water necessarily got into the vessel. 
Having, however, an excellent copper pump on board, the sailors and 
crew soon got the better of the water, and then, as before stated, 
rode till near one o'clock on Monday morning, a period of nearly 
thirteen hours in that most tremendous sea. During the day, two of 
the crew lowered down the stern-boat and jumped into her, when the 
painter broke, and they were in a moment swallowed up by the raging 
element. About one o'clock, she was struck by another most tremen- 
ous sea, when she parted from both her anchors, both chain cables 
having broken, and it was then, momentarily expected she would 
drive ashore. — Having, however, fortunately oast her head to the 
southward, and the wind having changed a little, some sail was im- 
mediately made upon her, and she began to edge off a little ; but in a 
short time the sails were blown to ribbons. Very fortunately there 
were some large tarpaulins, which had been used to cover the luggage 
upon deck, and with these they contrived to make a sail, and they 
had the satisfaction to find she was going off the land with them. 
They soon cleared her of the water she had shipped, and steered im- 
mediately for a good anchorage under the lee of the Fern islands, 
where they saw several vessels lying in smooth water, and among the 
rest a revenve cutter, (supposed to be the Mermaid,) and, notwith- 
standing guns were fired from the Ardincaple, the bell rung, and 
every exertion made, they inhumanely took no notice of the vessel, but 
suffered her to pass them within a very short distance, (not more than 
300 yards.) Indeed, she was in theirview the whole of the preceding 
day when at anchor, but a cod smack, which was riding inside the 
cutter, having beard the signals, immediately slipped her cables, and 
came down to their assistance. About five o'clock, tbey were taken 
in tow by the smack, and the passengers were removed into her 
for safety. She was then towed up by the smack to Shields, where 
she got into the harbour next morning. The passengers were all 
landed in the evening by the crew of a boat from Cullercoats, who, 
seeing her distress, gallantly put off at the hazard of their lives to 
their assistance. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Sep. 3). — A most diabolical attempt was made on the night 
of this day, by setting fire to a house belonging to lord Ravensworth, 
on Thrunton moor, not only to destroy the property, but to sacrifice 
the lives of the inmates. A reward of twenty pounds was offered 
for the discovery of the perpetrators. — Ibid. 

September 5. — The new colliery at South-end, near Cockfield, 
was opened to the public, on which occasion the proprietors enter- 
tained a large party of their friends with a cold, collation in a com- 
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modious tent erected on the spot ; and afterwards regaled the work- 
men and others to the number of about 200. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Sep. 6). — Four stacks of wheat, two stacks of hay, a stack 
of straw, a thrashing machine, a cow-byre, and various other out 
premises, the property of Mr. Matthew Collin, of Monckton, in the 
parish of Jarrow, in the county of Durham, were wilfully set on fire, 
and were completely destroyed. Two hundred and fifty pounds 
reward was offered, and a free pardon to any accomplice, not having 
been the actual incendiary, for the apprehension and conviction of the 
offender or offenders. — Ibid. 

September 18. — Twenty-five French boats engaged in the herring 
trade were driven on shorn on the coast, near Nowtou-by-tho -Sea, 
Northumberland. Twelve of them were got off, bat the others 
became wrecks. Their crews, consisting of about 180 men, were 
all saved. Shafto Craster, esq., of Graster, with his usual benevo- 
lenoe, supplied them with both money and victuals. They did also 
experience great hospitality and assistance from several other gen- 
tlemen of the neighbourhood, and were enabled to return to their 
homes. — Ibid. 
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September 23. — Died, at Greta bridge, Yorkshire, in the 71st 
year of bis age, James Losh, esq., of Jesmond grove, recorder of 
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Newcastle. Mr. Losh was born at Woodside, near Carlisle, received 
his school-education under the rev. Mr. Gaskin, of Wreay, and after- 
wards under Mr. Dawson, of Sedbergh, from whence he removed to 
Cambridge ; after which he entered Lincoln's inn, and in due time 
was called to the bar. In 1797, he settled at Newcastle, and in the 
following year married Cecilia, daughter of the rev. Dr. Baldwin, of 
Aldingham, Lancashire, by whom he left five sons and three daugh- 
ters. In 1799, he became a member of the Literary and Philosophi- 
cal society of Newcastle ; and next year, one of its vice-presidents. In 
1802, he warmly promoted the new institution for permanent lec- 
tures; and shortly afterwards was engaged with Dr. Clark in the 
enlargement and re-arrangement of the Infirmary, and the establish- 
ment of a Fever house. In 1810, he greatly assisted in the establish- 
ment of the Jubilee schools ; subsequently he interested himself in the 
formation of Infant schools ; and in the beginning of the year 1833, 
he ably advocated the scheme for a collegiate education at Newcastle, 
the friends of which have to lament his loss in a more especial manner. 
The sensation excited by the event in his neighbourhood was great 
and extensive, — all little political differences appearing to have at 
once subsided, and every one feeling that society had lost an active, 
eminent, and useful member ; the public institutions, charitable, edu- 
cational, and literary, a warm and enlightened supporter ; a numerous 
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circle of friends an intimate and kind associate, a judicious adviser, 
and a ready helper; and the poor a most liberal benefactor. His 
exertions to promote the education, particularly the religious educa- 
tion of the lower classes, were manifested at an early age ; and it was 
mentioned on a public occasion, that being obliged to reside at Bath, 
when young, on account of his health, he took so active a part in the 
superintendence of the Sunday schools at that place, that it was 
thought (by Dr. Beddoes, of Bristol,) a sufficient direction to a 
gentlemen visiting Bath, and wanted Mr. Losh's address, to ask the 
first poor boy he saw in the street, and he would be sure to learn it. 
As a lawyer it is enough to say that he was the personal friend of 
Bell and of Brougham; and that the corporation of Newcastle re- 
flected honour on itself when, on the decease of Mr. Gookson, he was 
elected to the dignified office of recorder. On Thursday, the 4th, 
October, his remains were removed from fcis residence at Jesmond 
grove for interment at Gosforth church. It having been announced 
by various public bodies that they intended to honour the deceased by 
attending his funeral, a general sensation became apparent among the 
inhabitants of the town ; and long before the appointed hour, the 
road leading to the church was thronged with spectators. The shop- 
keepers, also, in several of the principal streets, testified their respect 
by partially closing their shutters, which they continued in that state 
during the day. A little before eleven o'clock, the members of the 
various public societies, who had announced their intention to take 
part in the ceremouy, reached the Barras-bridge, by which route it 
was arranged the family procession should proceed : and shortly after- 
wards, on the arrival of the hearse and its attendant mourning 
coaches, they formed themselves into a line. Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart. M. P., Charles William Bigge, esq., and Thomas E. Headlam, 
M. D., walked first, and were followed by the members of the Liter- 
ary and Philosophical society ; the Law Gentlemen of the town and 
neighbourhood ; the members of the Anti-Slavery society, of the 
Mechanics 1 institute, and of the Schoolmasters' Association, &c. 
Then followed the members of the Unitarian congregation in Hanover 
square, with whom the deceased had for many years been on terms 
of the most friendly communion. Other gentlemen, not, we believe, 
the representatives of any particular body, although including several 
burgesses and corporate officers, succeeded ; and the procession was 
closed by between twenty and thirty carriages, headed by that of the 
chief magistrate, (H. Bell, esq., of Newbiggen,) and comprising those 
of lord Durham, sir M. W. Ridley, and the leading members of the 
corporation, containing the aldermen, common-council, &c. The 
crowds of respectable spectators on either side of the road were im» 
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monse for the first three-quarters of a mile, and great numbers ace 
ponied the procession to the church, where, about twelve o'clock, 
body was received by the reverend J. Walker, M. A., incumb 
The pew appropriated to the chief members of the corporation 
hung with black, and similar mourning was placed over the pu 
The interior of the church was crowded in every part ; and its en 
appearance had at this time a peculiarly solemn effect After 
usual preliminary services had been gone through, in a very impres 
manner, the whole assembly proceeded to the grave, where the 
maining ceremonies were performed, and the tomb finally closed u 
one who when living was included among the greatest benefactor 
this town and neighbourhood, and to whom his relatives and n 
immediate friends had on this occasion the melancholy satisfaotia 
seeing the public testifying, with one accord, their gratitude for 
exertions, and their esteem for his memory. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Sep. 28).— The first Monday after the feast of St. Mich 
the archangel, being the charter day for electing the corpoi 
officers of Newcastle, a large body of free burgesses and others ass 
bled in the Guildhall, early in the afternoon, to hear the accoi 
and other particulars read. They were freely commented on 
several of the burgesses, who declared some of them to be hij 
discreditable to the corporation, and such as ought not to be m 
tioned by the auditors. The new police was strongly objected 
as a force useless of itself, and annoying to the inhabitants : and '. 
G. T. Gibson moved their instant dismissal. The chief magisti 
(J. Brandling, esq.) refused to put such a motion ; but after < 
sidorable discussion, the chairman of the auditors took the sens 
the meeting upon it, and it was carried amidst tremendous appla 
In the course of the day, frequent allusions were made to the expec 
visit of the commissioners of enquiry, and the anticipated chat 
consequent upon their investigation ; in reply to one of which, 
John Clayton observed, that he was perfectly ready to meet 
commissioners whenever they paid the corporation a visit. ' 
proceedings at this preliminary meeting having been gone throt 
the electors, &c. proceeded to the chapel of the hospital of St. Mt 
in Westgate street, for the purpose of electing the mayor and of 
officers of the corporation for the ensuing year, when various ob 
(dons were offered to the mode of election, which gave rise to con 
erable delay. Among other things, Mr. Gibson urged that, acc< 
ing to an opinion of their late respected recorder (Mr. Losh), 
companies ought to adjourn to their halls, after the proceeding 
the day had reached a certain stage, in order to consult on si 
matters pertaining to the election. Mr. Clayton held, that inline. 
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rial usage had been to the contrary; and said he had also taken 
high legal advice on the subject, which went to negative the conclu- 
sion of Mr. Losh. There was no opposition offered to Henry Bell, 
esq., becoming mayor ; but Mr. John Fife contested the sheriffalty 
with Mr. Atkinson, though without success ; one of the proposed 
chamberlains was rejected on the ground of certain mal-practices 
when formerly in office : and the proposition that Mr. Askew should 
be Mr. Losh's successor in the recordership, was met by motions in 
favour of Messrs. Wilkinson and Bainbridge. Mr. Askew was, 
however, chosen by a considerable majority. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Sep. 30). — William Hazlewood, esq. M. D., the last mayor 
of Hartlepool, was elected. The last meeting on record, of the body 
corporate, was held on the 18th of October, in the same year, after 
which the charter was suspended. — MS. Col. 

October. 1. — Tuesday, one of the servants of Mr. Anderson, of 
Little Benton, was amusing himself with a horse pistol, charged with 
small shot, it accidentally went off, and lodged the contents in a 
neighbour, inflicting so serious an injury that the intestines protruded. 
— Ibid. 

October 6. — Sunday evening, owing to the density of the mist, 
one of the steam boats plying between Newcastle and Shields got 
grounded a little below Walker, where she was unfortunately obliged 
to remain till the following morning, to the great annoyance of the 
passengers, who spent as may well be conceived, a most anxious and 
uncomfortable night. — Ibid. 

October 7. — Died, at Percy Main, aged 101 years and 5 months, 
Isabella, widow of Mr. John Thompson, horsekeeper at Percy Main 
colliery : she was a native of Tanfield. — Ibid. 

October 12. — The following advertisement appeared in the New- 
castle Gourant : — " This is to give Notice, that that gifted Man, 
GEORGE TABN, (Goose Merchant), has been preaching the Gfos- 
pel, under the Sanction of the Mayor of Bipon, and Newcastle upon 
Tyne, having his Character signed by a Member of Parliament, and 
has been received with great Attention by Thousands of People, and 
is allowed to be a great Doctor of Divinity, a Man teached by the 
Spirit of God. This singular Man will preach at Gosforth, on Sunday 
first in the open Air." 

This month, the monument to the memory of the late bishop Bar- 
rington, from the chisel of the celebrated Ghantrey, was put up in 
Durham cathedral. The venerable prelate is represented in the atti- 
tude of prayer, kneeling on a cushion, while his left hand rests on the 
bible. The expression given to the fine features, so admirably por- 
trayed, is that of piety and beneficence. The figure and drapery are 
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very finely modelled, and the right hand is a master-piece of the art 
of statuary. In the centre of the pedestal is the following inscrip- 
tion : — 

THIS PUBLIC TRIBUTE 
IS ERECTED TO THE MEMORY OF 

SHUTE BABRINGTON 

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS BISHOP OF DURHAM ; 

WHO DIED MARCH 25, 1826. • 

IN THE 92ND YEAR OF HIS AGE, 

AND 57TH OF HIS EPISCOPATE. 

IN HIS WORKS OF PIETY AND -MUNIFICENCE 

HE BEING DEAD YET SPEAK ETH. 

On the right of the inscription is the mitre, and on the left the arms 
of the s6e of Durham.— Local Papers. 

1833 (Oct. 25). — The boiler of the Four Brothers steam boat, in 
Sunderland harbour, burst, when the engineman was blown into the 
air, and was so severely hurt, that his life was despaired of. — Ibid. 

October 28. — That important acquisition to the northern provinces 
of England, the university of Durham, was opened, with the most 
auspicious prospects, and the following appointments made: — Pro- 
fessor of Divinity and Ecclesiastical History, the rev. H. J. Rose, 
late Christian advocate at Cambridge ; Professor of Greek, the rev. 
Henry Jenkins, fellow of Oriel college, Oxford; Senior tutor, the 
rev. T. W. Peile, of Trinity college, Cambridge; Junior tutor, 
William Palmer, esq., fellow of Magdalen college, Oxford. Nine- 
teen gentlemen were appointed students on the foundation; and 
about forty-five in all were admitted members on the day of com- 
mencement. — Gents Mag. 

October 28. — Mr. H. L. Pattinson obtained a patent for "An 
improved Method of separating Silver from Lead." Mr. Pattinson's 
process was first introduced at the Langley smelt mills, Northumber- 
land, and has since been brought into extensive operation in the 
various lead districts of the kingdom. — Local Papers. 

October 29. — Fortunatus Dwarris, esq., one of the commissioners 
for enquiring into the existing state of corporations, held a court 
in the town-hall, Alnwick, when the affairs of that corporation were 
minutely detailed by Mr. Lindsay, clerk to the chamberlains, who 
was examined by the commissioner at considerable length. The 
managing body in this corporation are the chamberlains, and four 
and twenty, or common council, who are self-elected ; but the funds 
appear to have been carefully administered. — Ibid. 

Same day, S. A. Bumball, esq., one of the corporation commis- 
sioners arrived at Morpeth, and opened his court in the town-hall. 



VOL. IV. 



z 



170 local historian's |a. d. 1833, 

He closely examined the bailiffs" accounts, inquiring from whence 
each item received arose, and carefully investigated the expenditure 
of it, without finding a single instance of mal appropriation. He 
also examined witnesses to shew what property the burgesses pos- 
sessed, and by whom it was left; several burgesses attended and 
made objections, but the whole property was shewn to be fairly let. 
The corporation was out of debt. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Oct. 30).— Died, at Durham, the rev. John Carr, M. A. for 
upwards of twenty years head master of Durham Grammar school, 
and recently appointed professor of mathematics in the new univer- 
sity. — Rid. 

October 31. — Fortunatus Dwarris, and S. A. Rumball, esqrs., 
two of the commissioners appointed to enquire into the state of muni- 
cipal corporations in England and Wales, commenced their labours 
soon after noon, on the above day in the Guildhall, Newcastle, which 
had been granted for the purpose by the corporation. The corpora- 
tion was represented by John Clayton, esq.,* town clerk ; the stewards 
of the incorporated companies by Mr. John Brown, their solicitor; 
the burgesses by Mr. Win. Garret, Mr. Geo. T. Gibson, and others ; 
and the non-freemen by Mr. Thos. Carr, Mr. J. Willis, and Mr. W. 
Sell. On the 8th of November, (notice having been given in the 
Guildhall several days previously) the commissioners began the en- 
quiry respecting Gateshead, in the vestry of St. Mary's church, 
in the presence of the rector and other parties interested. The ex- 
amination concluded on the following day. — Ibid. 

This month, The churchwardens of Gateshead-fell had the gratifi- 
cation of receiving, in exchange for their old one, a large and fine- 
toned bell, of great antiquity, for the use of the church, from Sir R. S. 
Hawks, who, in the moat liberal and handsome manner, made the 
exchange, and placed it in its situation at his own expense, with new 
bell-rope, &c. — Ibid. 

November 1. — During a high wind, two houses in Dnndas-street, 
Monkwearraouth, were blown down. — Ibid. 

Same day, an explosion of fire-damp occurred at Black Fell, col- 
liery, near Chester-le-street, by which three wastemen lost their lives, 
namely Robert Forster, W. Lamb, and Stephen Campbell. — Ibid. 

November 4. — Died, at the house of his brother, at the Forth 
Banks, the day on which he completed his 51st year, after a long 
illness, Mr. John Potter, eldest son of William Potter, esq., of 



1 At a meeting of the common council December 24th, 1833. the thanks or the body 
whs unanimously voted to the Town Clerk, for the able and candid manner in which he 
bad met the inquiries of the commissioner!. 
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Walbottle. The deceased, though somewhat eccentric in his maimers, 
was a man of considerable literary attainments, and had assisted his 
knowledge, both of men and things, by foreign travel. He walked 
over the eelebrated field of Waterloo only a very few days subsequent 
to the grand conflict that covered England with glory, and fixed the 
destinies of Europe, in June, 1815. He left behind him a handsome 
property, the result of persevering and industrious exertion ; and 
amongst other benevolent bequests, a legacy of two hundred pounds 
was left to that excellent institution, the Newcastle Infirmary. — Local 
Papers. 

1833 (Nov. 5). — A party of visitors at Chillingham castle, accom- 
panied by the keepers, went into the park for the purpose of shooting 
one of the wild cattle, and whilst the keepers were reeonnoitering 
their position, one of the cattle made a sudden rush at them, when 
Barnes the gamekeeper, unfortunately fell down, and the animal 
threw him twice over his head, and gored him very much. The infu- 
riated animal was ultimately driven off by a deer-hound, and dis- 
patched by a volley from the party. Barnes was conveyed home in a 
dangerous state, and every attention paid him by the noble earl and 
his family. — Ibid. 

November 12. — Messrs. Dwarris and Rumball held their sitting in 
the Guildhall, at Durham, on the above day, Tuesday, when they 
went into an enquiry as to the nature of the charter, the extent of 
the corporate jurisdiction and the parliamentary borough, the system 
of civic government, and the election of the different officers of the 
corporation, the source and amount of its revenue, and the mode of 
its application, the desirability of establishing a borough court, and of 
appointing a resident magistracy, &c, &c. The commissioners ter- 
minated their examination the same day. The commissioners subse- 
quently went to Hartlepool. — Ibid. 

November 15. — A daring attempt at highway robbery took place 
in the evening of Hexham fair, on the person of a gentleman named 
Weddell, who was attacked near Ghollerford by three footpads ; one 
of them seized the bridle of the horse, but was instantly knocked 
down, another made a similar attempt but shared the same fate. 
Mr. Weddell not being able to get his horse to move, dismounted, 
and after giving the three robbers a severe beating, rode off; but on 
arriving at Ghollerford, found that his horse had been severely stabbed 
in three or four places, apparently with a sword. — Ibid. 

November 16. — During the week preceding this date, considerable 
interest had been excited in Newcastle by a rumour that a custom- 
house was about to be established at North Shields. On the above 
day, Saturday, a meeting of the chamber of commerce was held for 
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the purpose of taking the matter into consideration, when George 
Thomas Dunn, esq., was deputed by that body to wait upon the lords 
commissioners of the treasury ; he was accompanied by Mr. Alder- 
man Brandling on behalf of the corporation. Subsequent to their 
leaving town, however, the following letter was received from the 
honourable commissioners of the customs : which completely dissipated 
any alarm that persons, not perfectly acquainted with the nature and 
extent of the arrangement, might have felt upon the subject. 

"Custom House, London, 19th Nov., 1833. 

"Gentlemen. — Having considered an application from Mr. An- 
thony Nichol, dated 18th inst., on behalf of the merchants of 
Newcastle, referring to the Treasury Order of the 17th ult., by 
which the principal Coast Officer at Shields, is authorized to clear 
and do all the requisite business of vessels coastwise, without refer- 
ence to the Custom House at Newcastle, and stating, that doubts 
are entertained by you whether this order is imperative that the 
vessels shall be cleared at Shields, or whether it is optional to the 
parties to clear at Newcastle or Shields, and requesting that direc- 
tions may be given for the clearance of vessels at either place, 

We acquaint you that the order in question is not imperative, but 
to be availed of by the parties at their option, and we direct you to 
govern yourselves accordingly, apprising the parties concerned. 

R. B. Dean. W. Cust. 
Culling Chas. Smith. 1 ' 

" To the Collector and Comptroller, Newcastle." 

The arrangement applied only to coasting vessels ; such of them 
as were loaded below Hebburn quay might be cleared at Newcastle or 
Shields as the parties might think fit ; all that were loaded at or 
above Hebburn quay must be cleared at Newcastle. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Nov. 16'). — Died, at Bagnalstown, county Kilkenny, aged 28, 
the honourable Frederick George Howard, M. P. for the borough 
of Morpeth, Northumberland, and captain of the 90th regiment; 
second son of the earl of Carlisle. On the previous day he left the 
barracks near Kilkenny, in a curricle, accompanied by two of his 
brother officers, and was proceeding to visit the detachment of the 
regiment quartered at Newtonburry. A short way beyond Bagnals- 
town the horse took fright and ran away. Captain Howard attemp- 
ted to leap out, but was unfortunately thrown with great violence 
upon his head which caused an effusion of blood on the brain. Cap- 
tain Howard was promoted to a company the 10th of March, 1827, 
and first returned to parliament at the last general election. — Genfs 
Mag. 

November 20. — Wednesday, the town of Morpeth, Northumber- 
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land, was lighted with gas, for the first time, to the great satisfaction 
of the inhabitants. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Not. 21). — Thursday night, about nine o'clock, the new 
bridge over the river Tyne, at Alston, fell in with a tremendous crash, 
the western abutment having been entirely carried away by a flood. 
This beautiful structure consisted of only one arch, probably the 
largest in the county, and was nearly completed. The water came 
down with irresistible force, and getting behind the abutment, carried 
it away, the embankment not being finished. Fortunately for the pub- 
lic convenience, the old bridge was still standing, though it required 
some repairs in order to make it passable till the new one was rebuilt. 
— Ibid. 

November 22. — At an early hour on the morning, the wife of 
a man of the name of McGregor, who was in the service of Mr. 
Abbot, of Gateshead, was delivered of a daughter on board the 
Ardincaple steamer, while she lay at anchor under Dunstan borough 
castle. The child, in commemoration of the occurrence, was christ- 
ened Elizabeth Ardincaple Dunstanborough McGregor. — Ibid. 



November 23. — Friday, an explosion of fire-damp took place at 
the Low Moorsley pit, near Houghton-le-spring, in the county of 
Durham. Mr. Appleby, viewer, Mr. Dawson, overman, and four 
men were dreadfully burnt. — Ibid. 

November 23. — Died, at Byker buildings, aged 103, much regretted, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wallas.— Ibid. 

November 27. — Tuesday, John Gibson, engine-man at Wide-open 
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colliery, about 4 miles N.E. from Newcastle, lost his life by the 
bursting of one of the boilers of the main pumping engine, about 
nine o'clock at night. No person being there but himself, and the 
boiler being in a good state of repair, the cause of this melancholy 
occurrence is left entirely to conjecture. There were two other 
boilers alongside the one which burst, neither of which were much 
injured. The boiler which exploded, weighing six or seven tons, 
was blown to some distance, razing the boiler-house to its founda- 
tions. The engine-house being detached, little injury was sustained 
in that part of the premises. — Local Papers. 

1833 (Dec. 9). — Died, at the Shaws, near Hexham, aged 90, Mr. 
John Charlton. It is somewhat remarkable that his mother, Eleanor 
Charlton, died at the age of 99 ; her sister, Elizabeth, at 102 ; their 
brothers, Mr. John Robson, at 102 ; and Mr. James Eobson, at 94 ; 
united ages, 397. — Ibid. 

December. 10. — The bell bequeathed to the parish of St. Nicholas, 
Newcastle, by the late major Anderson, was hoisted up into the belfry. 
The diameter of the bell across the mouth is six feet five inches ; its 
length inside from top to bottom is four feet ten inches ; its thickness 
in the thickest part at the mouth is four inches and a half; the total 
weight is about seventy-two cwt. Besides the major's arms, it bears 
the following inscription : — " Purchased for the clock to strike upon, 
agreeably to the will of George Anderson, Esq. 1833. Cast at the 
foundry of Sir Robert Shafto Hawks and Co., by James Harrison, of 
Barton upon Humber, Nov. 23, 1833." On the preceding Thursday 
afternoon, the bell was christened at the works of Messrs Hawks 
and Co., by Mr. Harrison, the founder, previously to its removal to the 
church, on which occasion a party of 20 of the workmen were comfort- 
ably seated within the bell, where they drank three gallons of ale ; 
after which 10 others entered it, making 30 persons within it at the 
same time. The name given to the bell was " The Major." Whilst 
in the porch of St. Nicholas, a shoemaker made the greater part of 
a shoe in it, on Monday afternoon. — Ibid. 

December 13. — Friday, morning, soon after one o'clock, the house 
and shop of Mr. John M'Kay, draper, in the Front-street, Chester- 
le-street, were discovered to be in flames. The inmates, who had re- 
tired to bed, and were unconscious of their danger, were happily 
aroused from their awful situation, and escaped, but in a state of 
nudity. Whilst every thing was in utter confusion, the south mail 
came up on its way to Newcastle, and the guard, upon the solicita- 
tion of the respectable inhabitants, undertook to give information of 
the fire, and cause engines to be forwarded with as little delay as 
possible. The guard, on reaching Gateshead, communicated the in- 
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tolligence to the manager of the Sun Fire Office engine, which was 
dispatched within half an hour, and arrived before any other engine. 
The North British and the Newcastle Fire Office engines arrived soon 
after, but the damage done before they arrived was considerable. The 
fire had communicated both to the house below and above Mr. Me 
Kay's, which, however, were prevented from being entirely destroyed ; 
but Mr. McKay's house and every vestige of his furniture and stock, 
worth i? 800., including the money (-C110.) in his desk, and books, 
were utterly consumed. Nothing was insured, either on the stock 
or premises, which belonged to Mr. Atkinson, of Hetton colliery. 
The fruits of McKay's industry having been at once swept away, 
a considerable sum was raised in various plases. — Local Papert. 

1833 (Dec. 16). — Monday, the river Tees rose with great rapidity 
to an unusual height ; and as a labourer was attempting to secure 
some timber, at the New bridge, at Blackwall, it was swept away 
with the man upon it, and carried down the stream. On arriving at 
Croft bridge, the dangerous situation of the man was observed by a 
gentleman on horseback, who immediately galloped to Hurworth, 
and gave the alarm ; and on the timber arriving at that place, the 
man was removed by a boat, in a state of great agitation, and safely 
conveyed ashore. — Ibid. 

December 19. — On the morning of this day (Thursday), a mel- 
ancholy accident occurred at the buildings erecting by Mr. Grainger, 
at the Leazes terrace, Newcastle. While six of the workmen were 
proceeding along the scaffolding, at a considerable height, with a 
large head-stone, one of the supporters gave way beneath them, by 
which means they were all precipitated to the ground. One man 
(We Murray) was killed on the spot ; another (Robert Gunning- 
ham) died shortly afterwards in the Infirmary ; a third had his leg 
broken, another his thigh bone, and the two others were bruised, 
one very severely. Murray left a young widow and infant child ; 
Cunningham a wife and small family. A coroner's inquest was held 
the same afternoon, on view of the body of Murray. Verdict — 
accidental death. The jury, on returning their verdict, accompanied 
the same by observing, that not the slightest blame could be attached 
to any one ; and from the evidence adduced, it appeared that the 
scaffolding had been erected with every necessary care. — Ibid. 

December 23. — Monday, a hare was killed in Pilgrim-street, New- 
castle, by Mr. J. G. Clarke's hounds. It was put up behind Kenton 
lodge, ran thence to Gosforth, thence to the Grand stand, afterwards 
across the Moor, into Pilgrim-street. — Ibid. 

December 29. — Sunday, in the afternoon, a fire broke out in a 
cottage adjoining Mr. Moore's brewery, at Shield row, near Beamish, 
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in the county of Durham, which was consumed. The engines of the 
Newcastle Fire Office, the North British Office, and the Sun Fire 
Office, were upon the spot with as little delay as possible, and suc- 
ceeded in preventing the fire from spreading to the neighbouring 
property. — Local Pafert. 

1833 (December). — Robert William Brandling, esq., of Low Gos- 
forth, near Newcastle-upon-Tyne, obtained a patent for improve- 
ments in applying steam and other powers to ships, boats, and other 
purposes. — Ibid. 

This year, the old church of Knareadale, Northumberland, under 
the proper authorities, disappeared, and an entirely new one sprung 
up in its room, as an inscription over the door, bearing the names of 
Thomas Bewsher, rector, and William Parker, and Joseph Richard- 
son, churchwardens, is left to testify. The prospect to be had from 
the old church, was beautiful; but the wretched edifice itself was 
built of the commonest masonry, and covered with thick sand-stone 
slate. — Hodgson's Nortkd. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 




' on the morning of Wednesday, the 1st of 
ry, 1834, the body of an old woman was 
in the ditch adjoining the Newcastle race 
, between the coal pit turn and the winning 
It appeared the deceased was in the habit 
veiling round the villages in the neighbour- 
ly rags, disc, and was well known by the 
Heal Betty," and it was supposed that dur- 
ing evening, she must have been return- 
idence in Sandgate, and from the inclem- 
ither perished on the moor. — Local Papers. 
-Thursday, a public meeting was held in 
the mayor's chamber, Newcastle, for the purpose of forming and 
establishing a general cemetery, for the use of the town. The right 
worshipful the mayor (H. Bell, esq.) by whom the meeting hod 
been convened at the request of a numerous and respectable body 
of requisitionists, took the chair, and opened the business by briefly 
explaining the object of the meeting, which was addressed by John 
Hodgson, esq., M. P., Alderman Forster and others. In the course 
of a desultory conversation, the town clerk said he had had access, 
through the kindness of Mr. John Fenwick, to all the accounts of 
the Westgate Cemetery ; and he thought it clear that such an 
institution, economically managed, would be very beneficial, and 
afford a good interest on the capital sunk in it. The Westgate 
Cemetery had not yet produced a dividend ; but then it should be 
considered that it was commenced with a capital which fell short 
of its proposer's expectation. Their debt was now, however, re- 
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moved ; and the prospect was afforded of its recompensing the 
public-spirited promoters, notwithstanding that their advantages, 
in point of cheapness of land, &c. were not so great as would be 
those of the new institution. The resolutions were then put, and 
carried unanimously, and a number of gentlemen were chosen to 
act as a committee, who immediately proceeded to make prelimin- 
ary arrangements. On the 29th of March following, they issued 
their prospectus of a new company, called the " Newcastle Gen- 
eral Cemetery Company." The capital was ^8,000, divided into 
400 shares of £20 each. The place deemed most eligible for the 
cemetery was Jesmond fields, where the corporation fortunately 
possessed a considerable tract of land, about 10 acres of which they 
were willing to dispose of at a moderate rate, and to take shares in 
the company to the same amount. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Jan. 8).— Died, at North Shields, aged 103, Elizabeth, widow 
of Mr. Thomas Hill, mariner, formerly well known under the appella- 
tion of the " Lady Wife, 1 * she being the person who gave information 
to the seamen's wives, on the arrival of their husbands at Shields bar ; 
she was married at the age of 17, and lived some years in London, 
a married woman, during the reign of George the 2nd ; she survived 
her husband 58 years. — Ibid. 

Same evening, an evening lecture was commened at St. Thomas's 
chapel, Barras bridge, Newcastle. — Ibid. 

January 10. — Friday, as the servant of Mr. Angus, farmer, at 
Hindley, between Newcastle and Hexham, was crossing the Tyne 
with a cart and two valuable horses, they were carried away by the 
violence of the stream, which was much swollen by the late rains, 
and lost in the eight of several individuals who could not render 
them any assistance. — Ibid. 

January 11. — Died, at Monkwearmouth, at her daughter's, aged 
100, Mrs. Margaret Guye. — Ibid. 

January 13. — Died, in the city of Durham, in South street, 
suddenly, the rev. Patrick George, perpetual curate of St. Mar- 
garet's, a minor canon of the cathedral, librarian to the bishop 
of Durham, and to the Durham University, aged 55. The de- 
ceased, before his appointment to the living of St. Margaret's was 
for a long series of years sub-curate in the same chapelry, to the 
present bishop of Exeter, the present rector of Stanhope, and the 
rev. Dr. Oilly successively ; and in proof of the estimation in which 
he was held by those who were best able to appreciate his worth — 
we need only observe that a handsome piece of plate was presented 
to him by his flock about three years previous to his death. — Ibid. 

January 14. — On Tuesday night, a large party of poachers were 
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discovered in the immediate vicinity of Ravensworth castle, near 
Newcastle. The hon. H. T. Liddell and a few servants immediately 
sallied forth to endeavour to drive them off, when they were violently 
attacked by the poachers, who were all armed and in military train- 
ing, each man answering to a number. The butler had a very nar- 
row escape for his life, but John Bell, farm servant to lord Ravens- 
worth, was severely wounded in the hip and groin, of which he after- 
wards died. It is only proper to say, Mr. Liddell and his party 
had no arms. A reward was offered for the discovery of the depre- 
dators. — Local Papers. 

1834 (January 15). — Died, in the Tuthill stairs, Newcastle, aged 
65, Mr. William Fifefield, a man of colour, and a native of the 
West Indies. He had resided in that town nearly forty years, and 
during that period had filled the situation of long drummer in various 
local regiments : first in the Newcastle Volunteers, under the com- 
mand of Col. Blakeney ; next in the Usworth Legion ; and again in 
the Newcastle Volunteers, after the peace of 1802 ; he subsequently 
joined the Second Durham Local Militia, and finished his military 
career in the South Tyne Yeomanry Hussars. To employ his vacant 
time, he plied for many years on the river, between this town and 
Shields, with a Comfortable, but the progress of steam threw him and 
his Comfortable into the shade. Poor Billy was very generally 
known, and very much respected in his station. — Ibid. 

January 16. — Thursday, the first cargo of Crow trees Wallsend 
coals were shipped at the Clarence railway company's staiths, at 
Stockton, on board the brig Elizabeth, for London. — Ibid. 

January 21. — Early on the morning of this day, (Tuesday), a 
large quantity of farm produce was destroyed by fire in two separate 
farm yards, near the village of Offerton, in the county of Durham, 
belonging to Mr. Thomas Elliot, of that place, farmer. On the 
alarm being given the whole of the inhabitants of the village, as well 
as those of Hilton were thrown into the greatest consternation, and 
a message was dispatched to Sunderland for assistance. A detach- 
ment of military was immediately sent off with the fire engine kept 
at the barracks, which arrived about six o'clock, and shortly after, 
the two Sunderland parish fire-engines, as well as one from lord 
Durham's colliery, reached the spot ; but, unfortunately, too late to 
save the property from destruction, the whole, consisting of eighteen 
corn stacks, and three large hay-stacks, being consumed. The man- 
ner in which the stack, which communicated flame to the others, 
had been fired, left little doubt of its being the work of an incendiary. 
His majesty's pardon and a reward of Three Hundred Pounds were 
offered for the discovery of the offenders. — Ibid. 
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1834 (Jan 21). — The earl of Durham having previously announc- 
ed his intention to hold a Provincial grand lodge at Lambton castle, 
it accordingly took place on the above day ; when the gates of his 
lordship's princely residence were thrown open to the Masons of the 
province, who assembled in great numbers, from all parts of the 
county, to pay a tribute of gratitude to the noble head of their craft 
in this district, for his services in the cause of Masonry, and to do 
honour to his lordship's fraternal and generous invitation to partake 
of his hospitality on the occasion. The brethren of the different 
local lodges assembled in the library and picture gallery at twelve 
o'clock ; and at half-past twelve the grand lodge was opened in the 
saloon, which was fitted up for the purpose, by sir Cuthbert Sharp, 
as deputy provincial grand master, who rose on behalf of the assem- 
bled brethren, and in very appropriate terms, presented the noble 
earl with a splendid gold medal ornamented with masonic emblems, 
set in brilliants, as a mark of the deep sense they entertained of his 
lordship's services, and their high admiration of his public and private 
character. The noble earl acknowledged the tribute in an address 
of considerable length, replete with the warmest expressions of kind- 
ness and regard. The business of the lodge having been concluded, 
the brethren sat down, at three o'clock, to a sumptuous dinner, com- 
prising every delicacy of the season, and a profusion of the rarest 
and choicest wines. The dinner was fixed at this early hour to 
accommodate the brethren who came from a distance to attend this 
grand festival. The number of the guests amounted to about 150, 
among whom were sir H. Williamson, bart., M.P., sir W. Chaytor, 
bart., M.P., W. C. Harland, esq., M.P., J. G. Boss, esq., M.P., 
William Mills, esq., John Fawcett, esq., sir Cuthbert Sharp, the 
mayor and several of the aldermen of the city of Durham, together 
with a large assembly of the gentry of the county. At a late hour 
the brethren took their leave highly delighted with the urbanity of 
the noble earl, and his unwearied assiduity in promoting their com- 
fort and gratification. A splendid suite of apartments in the castle, 
the gardens, and conservatory were all thrown open for the accom- 
modation and entertainment of the company, and his lordship, 
accompanied by his countess, promenaded on the terrace, convers- 
ing, in the most kind and affable maimer, with the guests. — Local 
Papers. 

January 28. — Newcastle and the neighbourhood were visited by a 
severe storm of wind and rain, as were all the western parts of the 
county. From the circumstance of the Tyne rising to an unusual 
height, and overflowing its banks, the whole of the district below 
Blaydon, including Derwenthaugh, Scotswood, Dunstan, &c, was 
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completely under water, and in many of the houses it was nearly up 
to the second floor. At the time of high water at Newcastle, in the 
evening, the Close and the Quayside were completely flooded, the 
water extending on to the Sandhill, and a considerable distance up 
the Broad chare. Many cellars and warehouses in these situations 
were filled with water. — Local Papert. 

1834 (Jan. 30). — Early on the morning, another case of the destruc- 
tion of farm property occurred at Offerton, n,ear Sunderland. Since 
the former fire, on the 21st of this month, Mr. kjurnip, the proprie- 
tor of the stacks now destroyed, had kept a constant watch by night 
over his property, until the 29th, when he desisted, imagining that 
the high reward offered for the apprehension, of those concerned in 
Mr. Elliot's conflagration would deter others from committing a 
similar act. He accordingly retired to rest at his usual hour, but 
awoke between one and two o'clock on the above morning, and not 
feeling satisfied, he determined on perambulating his farm yards, 
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which he did, and all appearing to be safe, he returned to his bed. 
A person passed the premises at three o'clock, at which time there 
was not any appearance of fire; but shortly after three o'clock, Mr, 
Burnip was aroused by a loud knocking at his door, and on looking 
out discovered that one of his stack-yards was in names. The 
villagers on hearing of the catastrophe, ran to the spot, and used 
their best endeavours to prevent the destruction, which threatened 
the whole of Mr. Burmp's buildings and property. All classes, 
most promptly, rendered every assistance in their power; had it 
not been, however, for the immediate assistance rendered by an 
engine from one of lord Durham's collieries, the whole of the farm 
buildings must have been destroyed. The loss of property, never- 
theless, was excessive, including eight stacks of wheat, four of oats, 
one of tares and beans, and two of hay. It was stated that a light 
had been perceived by a cottager on the opposite side of the Wear, 
about three o'clock in the morning, moving from stack to stack. 
The circumstance of two fires of such a magnitude, occurring in the 
same vicinity, in so short a time, produced a great sensation in the 
neighbourhood, and a very strong feeling of sympathy on behalf of 
the sufferers, Mr. Burnip, and his son, who are highly respected by 
all who know them. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Feb. 5). — The 21st anniversary of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Newcastle, was held at their apartments in the building of the Liter- 
ary and Philosophical Society. Mr. A damson read the report, which 
embodied an account by the rev. John Hodgson, secretary, of the ex- 
cavations carried on at the expense of the society, aided by & voluntary 
contribution, in the Roman station Borcovicus, at Homesteads, in the 
years 1830, 1831, and 1833, and of the researches made by the rev. 
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A. Hedley, at hie station of Vindolana, or Little Cheaters, and by 
the late Mr. Oawhall, at Ambloglanna or Burdoswald. The mem- 
bers afterwards dined in their library, which was tastefully fitted up 
for the occasion with the armour in the society's museum, to which 
Mr. Falla kindly added some beautiful specimens belonging to him. 
About twenty-five dined ; sir Charles Monck in the chair, Mr. Adam- 
son acted as his vice. It was a true antiquarian feast, and the 
evening was most agreeably spent. — Local Papers. 

| 1834 (February 11).— Died, at his 
seat of Mainsforth, Robert Surtees,* 

[ esq., M.A., and F.S.A., the historian 

iof the county of Durham. 
This distinguished antiquary was 
born in the South Bailey, Durham, 
April 1st 1779. His father, Robert 
Surtees, esq., of Mainsforth, had mar- 
iried his first cousin, Dorothy daughter 
and co-heir of William Steele, esq., 
( of Lamb abbey, in Kent, who became 
mother of the subject of this notice. And each parent possessed 
considerable talent. The father was a skilful amateur painter : and 
from his graver some etched vignettes of great spirit, ornament the 
volumes of his son. 

Their only child who survived infancy, called Robert after his 
father, passed his school-boy years at Houghton-le^Spring, under the 
superintendance of Mr. Fleming ; and was thence removed to Meas- 
den in Kent, and placed under the care of Dr. Bristow to be prepared 
for College. In the October of 1796 he entered as a Commoner at 
Christ Church College, Oxford ; where he obtained a high reputation 
for Greek scholarship : and, at the end of his academic course, became 
a student at the Middle Temple, and read in the chambers of a con- 
veyancer. But on the death of his father in 1802, before he was of 
standing to be called to the bar, he retired to Mainsforth, and relin- 
quished his connection with the profession; though not, it is pre- 
sumed, without having acquired, in his preparation for it, the power 
of rapidly mastering the contents of legal documents, which must 
afterwards have been of great service to him in collecting materials for 
hia county history. On the 23 January, 1807, he married Anne, 

* The arms of Surtees, prefixed to this notice, are copied from the tombstone of 
Robert Surteys of Ryton, who with his son Edward Surtees, (the one the great great 
grandfather, the other the great grandfather of the historian) purchased Mainsforth of 
the family of Hutton. The tombstone now forms one of the flags leading to the porch 
of Ryton church. 
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daughter of Ralph Robinson, esq., of Middle Herrington, in the 
county of Durham. 

After this important step Mr. Surtees appears to have settled with 
greater perseverance to the composition of his history, which he 
had already commenced, and for completing which he was fitted by a 
rare combination of qualities. He was a great and very rapid reader, 
often gathering the matter of a page at a glance. It may be men- 
tioned as an instance of the tenacity of his memory that, when he 
was one day calling on bishop Barrington, the bishop asked him if 
when he had leisure, he would make out the pedigree of some party 
who happened then to be a subject of interest or curiosity to his 
host; "Oh" answered Mr. Surtees, "if you will give me a pen and 
ink I will write it down for you now," and then, without referring 
to any authorities, at once drew out the pedigree with genealogical 
accuracy and minuteness. His genius was highly poetic ; and it 
enabled him at once to discover the hidden beauties of Antiquity, 
while it assisted him in clearing away the dust which ages had spread 
over their ruins. Of Mr. Surtees' habits of composition it may be 
remarked that he seldom sat long at a time to write: but was 
accustomed to walk up and down on his terrace at Mainsforth to 
digest in his own mind the materials he had collected; during 
which he would return at intervals to his study and write down 
with great rapidity what he had thus prepared. The first vol. of 
his history of Durham was published in 1816, the second in 1820, 
the third in 1823, and the fourth, posthumously, in 1840. Of 
this work Dr. (Robert) Southey has said " No magazine is more 
miscellaneous in its contents than a book like this before us, which, 
though strictly methodical in its structure, is nevertheless, and of 
necessity, a farrago in folio. It is to be liked &e better therefore, 
as king Henry's eldest son in the ballad was, for the heterogeneous 
legitimacy of his features ; especially when, as in the present case, 
the farrago is brought together by one who is endowed, not only 
with the erudition and the perseverance required for such an under- 
taking, but also with such talent and genius as seldom condescend 
so to be employed ; and with a playfulness of characteristic humour, 
which every now and then breaks out like a gleam of sunshine, to 
cheer his patient labours and excite the reader to a smile when least 
expected to be so surprised."* Before bidding adieu to the history 
of Durham we may remark that the biographical sketches evince 



• The article from which this is taken appeared in the Quarterly Review, No. 78, 
April, 1829 : and has been ascertained to be from the pen of Southey. It ends by 
saying "We have confined ourselves chiefly to tfce general history here. The more 
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the kindliness of the author's disposition, and the pedigrees and 
descents of property his laborious research, while the notes disclose 
the luxuriance of his own imagination,*^ together with an extensive 
cultivation of the polite literature of ancient aud modern times. 

The life of a literary man has few incidents for the biographer to lay 
hold of. Having no personal expense himself, except that involved 
in the beautiful form in which his history was brought out, Mr. Sur- 
tees was enabled to indulge towards others a liberality as insatiable 
as it was delicate. Though childless himself, he was ever ready to 
become the companion of children, and when with them he would im- 
provise such wild stories as young minds delight in : — 

"Monsters and hydras and chymeras dire." 
Towards the neighbouring poor, by whom he was much beloved, he 
often carried his consideration to a fanciful refinement: thus he 
would stop the young friends with whom he might be walking from 
eating the wild strawberries that grew by the sides of the lanes? 
saying that they were for those who had no gardens ; and he would 
drop small sums of money on the road, and enjoy the notion of the 
unexpected pleasure that the next poor person passing by would feel 
in acquiring them, unencumbered with the debt of gratitude. He 
extended his affectionate sympathies to the brute creation : and in 
his love for dogs, was a successful rival of his friend Sir Walter Scott. 
His manner was generally distinguished by courtesy and consideration 
for others : but false pretention of any sort he could not bring himself 
to' tolerate ; and unlucky was the man who in his presence ostentati- 
ously affected to know more than he did, or to be more than he was ; 
for, besides that he was unusually ready in wit and (when he chose it) 
sarcasm, it might be said of him on such occasions, as was said of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, that, " if his pistol missed fire, he would knock you 
down with the butt end of it." On the contrary, did there happen to 
be, in any society in which he was, a person who appeared to feel 
himself out of his element, he was sure to attach himself to that 
individual, and delicately direct his conversation to him till he had 



miscellaneous divisions will afford curious materials for another paper when Mr. 
Surtees shall conclude his elaborate and very valuable work." 

Before, however, the last volume of this work was published the historian was dead, 
and the great intellect of the reviewer severed from his more tardy body, had ceased 
to belong to a world which it had so long and so much delighted. 

f Many, however, of the scraps of poetry interwoven with the notes are of Mr. 
Surtees' own production; and it is presumed all those called "The Superstitions of the 
North " are such. At Mainsforth there are still in existence some short poems in manu- 
script composed by Mr. Surtees ; of which the most beautiful appear to have been ad- 
dressed to the object of his affections. 
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wheedled him into a state of comfortable self-complacency. Of his 
familiar conversation it may be observed that he used to tell quaint 
personal anecdotes, often drawn from antiquarian sources, with a 
peculiar raciness : and that he had a remarkable knack of improvising 
rhymes, for the most part of a humourous character ; thus, he greeted 
Mr. Nichols, jun., the son of his publisher, when he came to visit 
him at Mainsforth, with : — 

" Welcome young Stranger to my green retreats, 
Forget my proofs and sleep between my sheets." . 

He was buried, midst the tears of the surrounding poor, on the 15th 
February, 1834, in the church-yard of Bishop-Middleham, the parish 
in which Mainsforth is situated: and he is commemorated in its 
chancel by an elegant, but modest, inscription, which states that : — 
"His talents, acquirements and character are developed in his 
book; and in the memoir of his life prefixed to it by a friendly 
but impartial hand.* His Christian Faith, principles, and hopes 
are best described in his own memorable words: — *I am very sen- 
sible of the hardness of my heart, and of my totally corrupt nature. 
My only hope is in the merits of Christ ; but I cannot hope for grace 
unless I strive to obtain it. What is our business ! — To make our 
election sure — to take heed to our Salvation. Libera nos, Domine 
Jesu ! audi nos ! ' " — Compiled from various sources. 

1834 (Feb. 14). — This day, an old woman named Jane Gordon, 
arrived at the mendicity office, Newcastle, after travelling from her 
native place, Linlithgow, in Scotland, to Toworth, near Bawtry, in 
Yorkshire. She was 100 years of age, and had performed the task 
three times in the last three years, but in this her last attempt she 
failed. In June 1823, she walked upwards of 400 miles, at an 
average of eighteen miles per day, when it was found necessary to 
detain her, and her case being made known to several charitable 
individuals, a sum was soon raised to clothe and send her home. 
Mr. Radford, one of the proprietors of the Turf hotel coach office, 
generously gave her a free passage to Edinburgh. She had been a 
widow 54 years, and received an allowance, the last twenty years, 
from her husband's native place in Yorkshire. — Local Papers. 

February. — In consequence of resolutions entered into at a meet- 
ing of the parishioners of St. John's, Newcastle, on the 18th of 
December, 1833, a subscription was raised for the wanning of that 
church, which was completed this month by means of hot water pass- 
ing through iron pipes. This is the only church in the town heated 
by water. — Ibid. 

* That of George Taylor, esq., of Witton-le- Wear. 
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1834 (February). — The villages of Whickham, Burnopfield, Lan- 
chester, Medomsley, Shotley-bridge, and the neighbouring places on 
the south banks of the Tyne, obtained the establishment of a daily 
post from Gateshead. — Local Papers. 

This month, Mr. Bowes, of Chapel-row, near Bishop Auckland, 
having been annoyed by the occasional stopping of his clock, sent 
for a clock-maker to ascertain the cause, when it was found that 
a mouse had built her nest among the works, where she was ac- 
tually rearing a young family. — Ibid. 

February 14. — Died, at his house in Albion street, Newcastle, the 
rev. Henry Deer Griffith, M. A., perpetual curate of St. Andrew's, 
lecturer at St. Nicholas, and chaplain to the Trinity House. In 
the death of this gentleman the public had to deplore the loss of 
a very amiable and accomplished man, and a most able and elo- 
quent minister of the established church. In life he was beloved 
and respected — he died esteemed and regretted by all who knew 
him. Mr. Griffith's funeral took place at St. Andrew's church, on 
the 19th. The house of the deceased being only a few paces from 
the church, the funeral was a walking one ; and from the estima- 
tion in which Mr. Griffith had been held in the parish for a period of 
near twenty-three years, a large concourse of persons assembled to 
witness the interment. The pall was supported by the revs. Mr. 
Manisty, Mr. Walker, Mr. Green, and Mr. Collinson, rector of 
Gateshead. After Mr. Griffith's son, Mr. Cockerill, and two other 
relatives of the deceased, the corpse was followed by all the clergymen 
of the established church in Newcastle, and some others from the 
neighbouring towns, in their canonicals — the gentlemen of the Trinity 
house — the Corporation gentlemen — the Churchwardens, and a num- 
ber of inhabitants, together with the children of the parish schools. 
On the procession arriving at the church, the crowd had greatly, 
increased, and every part of the building was completely filled. The 
corpse was received at the church gates by the rev. the vicar, who 
read the service within the church, and the rev. Mr. Manisty finished 
the ceremony at the grave. — Notwithstanding the number of persons 
assembled, the utmost order was observed, and many a tear was shed 
on the occasion. The pulpit, fronts of the galleries, communion table, 
&c. were all covered with black cloth, which struck the eye with more 
than usual solemnity on entering the church. A very handsome 
monument, ffom the chisel of Mr. David Dunbar, sculptor, was, 
shortly afterwards, erected in St. Andrew's church, to the memory 
of Mr. Griffith. Under an emblematical figure of Resignation is 
placed an inscription of which the following is a copy : — " Sacred to 
the Memory of the Rev. Henry Deer Griffith, M.A., late Minister of 
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this Pariah, who died the 14th day of February, 1834, aged 49 years. 
His benevolent disposition, upright conduct, impressive yet unaffected 
manner of teaching the doctrines and enforcing the precepts of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, endeared him to the congregation of this 
church, of which he was, during twenty-three years, the diligent and 
faithful pastor. In testimony of their sincere esteem and affectionate 
regard this monument was erected by the friends of the deceased. 1 ' — 
Local Papers. 



SOUTH TRANSEPT 



1834 (Feb. 15). — A disturbance took place at Snipper's Gate colli- 
ery, near Hetton, in consequence of the owners of the colliery ejecting 
a number of the workmen from their houses for refusing to work ac- 
cording to agreement. In the course of the day a number of colliers 
assembled on the premises, and in their attempt to frustrate the au- 
thorities in the execution of their duty, a general battle ensued, in 
which a number of the constables received severe bruises and wounds 
from the pitmen, many of whom were armed. In the evening an ex- 
press arrived in this town for military assistance, and a troop of the 
Scots Greys were instantly dispatched, but before their arrival the 
disturbers had left the place. — Ibid. 

February 15. — The miners employed at the Monkwearmonth col- 
liery, penetrated through the main seam of coal, which is six feet 
nine inches in depth, and 264 fathoms from the surface. — Ibid, 
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1834 (Feb. 21). — Friday morning, about three o'clock, a fire broke 
out in the premises occupied by Mr. Douglass Lome, cabinet maker, 
High-street, Sunderland, which consumed the whole of the premises, 
together with the Jews Synagogue next door. A poor woman, in 
attempting to jump out of a window, broke her leg in twor places. — 
Local Papers. 

February 26. — Wednesday, about four o'clock, a. m., the bark 
mill, occupied by Mr. Jonathan Priestman, situated in Low Friar 
street, Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire. The engines of the 
Newcastle and North British Fire-offices, and those from the barracks, 
were presently in attendance, but from the strong wind which was 
blowing at the time, and the height which the fire had reached, before 
assistance could be procured, all hope of saving the premises where it 
first originated was abandoned. Every effort was, therefore, directed 
to prevent the dreadful conflagration from spreading, which was suc- 
cessful. The loss of property, however, was very considerable. The 
buildings, belonged to the Cordwainers' company, and were partially 
insured. Mr. Priestman had also a small insurance effected on the 
stock, which was very large. It is supposed the fire was caused by 
the falling of some sparks from the dye-house chimney among the 
bark. — Ibid. 

March 15. — Saturday at night, between twelve and one o'clock, as 
a young man, named Masterton, a cooper in Newcastle, was assisting 
an acquaintance named Waddle, (who was in a state of intoxication,) 
to his residence at the South shore, near Messrs. Hawks and Co.'s 
foundry, he was accosted by three men when near Blackwall paper- 
mill, and knocked down by one of them with a piece of wood resem- 
bling a broken boat oar, and robbed of a sovereign, five shillings in 
silver, and his watch. His hat must have been thrown into the river, 
as it was found next morning near Eedheugh. He was so dread- 
fully disabled that he could not move, and after being exposed to the 
cold several hours, was found betwixt six and seven in the morning 
with his pockets turned inside out, and on being removed home was 
in such a precarious state, that Mr. Alderman Shadforth attended on 
Sunday evening with Mr. J. Brown, and took his deposition. Wad- 
dle was also robbed, but not seriously injured. On the forenoon of 
Monday three young men were taken up on suspicion, viz. Benj. 
Bramwell and Martin Lenox, smiths with Messrs. Hawks and Co., 
and John Pybus, an apprentice to a builder. After undergoing an 
examination before the magistrates they were remanded until Wed- 
nesday, when they were again brought before the mayor and magis- 
trates. Bramwell gave a voluntary account of himself, and such 
further information as implicated his companions, and warranted the 
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magistrates in committing them for trial. At the assizes held at 
Durham in the month of August following, Lenox and Pybus were 
found guilty of highway robbery; Bramwell having been admitted 
king's evidence. — Local Papers. 

18'14 (March 20). — Thursday, a very fine vessel, of about eight 
keels burthen, and the only one ever built above the Tyne-bridge, 
was launched off a high quay at Chatham, in the presence of a large 
assemblage of spectators. She was called the Frolick ; and intended 
for a Riga trader. — Ibid. 

March 22. — During a heavy gale of wind, a new chapel, which was 
building at Monkwearmouth for the Baptists, was completely blown 
down. A considerable portion of the lead on the roof of the Natural 
History Society's building in Westgate-etreet, Newcastle, weighing 
upwards of a ton, was likewise blown down, and fell on the top of the 
adjacent sheds of Messrs. Dotchin, cabinet makers, and did con- 
siderable damage. — Ibid. 



Seal of the Natural History Society. 

March 24. — About 4 p. m., Ayton house, near Berwick, was dis- 
covered to be in flames, and the family and domestics just escaped 
with their lives, almost in a state of nudity. A messenger was im- 
mediately sent to Berwick, but before the engines could arrive, a 
great part of the roof had fallen in, and the furniture, library, &c. 
were destroyed. By the exertions of the firemen the kitchens, cet 
lars, and one of the wings of the house were saved ; every thing else 
was consumed. The fire was supposed to have originated in one of 
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the servants' 1 rooms where she had left a candle burning. The furni- 
ture, &c. were insured in the Sun and Phoenix offices, to the amount 
of £8000.— Local Papers. 

1834 (March 27). — As George Johnson, a man in the employ of 
Messrs. Robson and Fletcher, drysalters, Newcastle, was driving a 
cart of goods down to the carriers, Thomas Forster, who was driving 
a hackney coach, belonging to Mr. H. B. Wallace, unfortunately run 
against him with such violence as to bring him in contact with the 
shaft of the cart which was standing in the street, and to cause three 
of his ribs to be broken. He lay on the footpath for some time as if 
dead. The man who drove the hackney was conveying a person to 
Durham who had a broken leg, and strange to say, as soon as he had 
driven the coach to Durham, he complained himself of being ill, re- 
quested to be taken to his son's house, and died the following morn- 
ing. — Ibid. 

March 28. — The following melancholy event took place at Low 
Buston, near Warkworth : — a cow, roused by some boys, attacked a 
female who was driving her, and tossed her several times over her 
head, and continued to gore her for some minutes, notwithstanding 
the efforts of several individuals who were attracted to the spot, and 
had much difficulty in extricating the poor woman from her perilous 
situation. She was, however, removed to a house, and found to be 
much injured, and in a dangerous state. Another woman, an eye- 
witness to the accident, and who had gone to her assistance, died 
immediately afterwards, from the effects of the fright. — Ibid. 

March 30. — Mr. William Gallon, of Wooler, innkeeper, when 
digging a drain to conduct water into his court-yard, from the Water 
Company's pipes in the street, dug up two pavements, and underneath 
the second, found a large stone trough of a singular shape, being wide 
at one end and narrow at the other, full of rich black mould, with a 
small quantity of white earthy substance resembling adipocere of very 
offensive odour ; from which circumstance it was thought to be an 
ancient stone coffin, one end of which was close to the foundation of 
his house, the latter being nearly 200 years old. — Ibid. 

April 8th. — A public meeting was held in the Library, Howard 
Street, North Shields, of the shipowners, merchants, &c, to take into 
consideration the propriety of establishing a Chamber of Commerce ; 
when, after several of the gentlemen present had spoken in favour of 
such an institution, it was unanimously agreed to form one, and up- 
wards of fifty names were set down as subscribers to carry the object 
into effect. — Ibid. 

April 9. — A dead body of a woman named Ann Lumsden, was 
found upon the sea shore at Hendon, near Sunderland, supposed to 
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have been murdered. A man named Thomas Hodgson, was fully 
committed to take his trial upon the charge, but was honourably ac- 
quitted at the assizes held at Durham in the following August. — 
Local Papers. 

1834 (April 9). — A county meeting convened by the High Sheriff, in 
pursuance of a requisition signed by the marquis of Londonderry, and 
about 400 other owners of property, was held at Durham, to petition 
parliament against the passing of the General Registry Bill. The 
meeting was not very numerously attended, but it was highly re- 
spectable and influential in its character. The High Sheriff presided ; 
and most of the landed gentry in the county were present. A series 
of resolutions, condemnatory of the proposed measure, and pointing 
out the evil consequences that would result from its enactment, was 
submitted to the meeting, and petitions to both houses of the legis- 
lature, founded on them, were agreed to. — Ibid. 

April 10. — Thursday, afternoon, a fire broke out in the roof of a 
thatched house at Haydon bridge, occupied by Mr. Howey, tailor, 
and spread so rapidly that in less than two hours Howey's premises 
and two other houses occupied by Mr. Polliard, draper, and Mr. 
Henry Pickering, miller, were reduced to bare walls. The furniture, 
goods, and some other buildings in great danger, were saved from the 
devouring element by the praiseworthy exertions of the inhabitants 
of tho village and neighbourhood. The fire was supposed to have 
been kindled from one of the chimnies. — Ibid. 

April 16. — Died, at Bedlington, north Durham, aged 104, Mary, 
widow of Mr. Robert Gallon. — Ibid. 

April 20.-Sunday, in the morning, a fog rose from the river 
between the two towns of Shields, so dense as to obscure the one 
completely from the other ; it lasted about an hour and a half, when 
it disappeared as suddenly as it rose. The day was particularly fine 
till about three o'clock, when another fog arose, and continued about 
the same length of time, when it again dispersed.—/^. 

April 27. — A meeting was held at the Queen's Head inn, Durham, 
John Ralph Fenwick, esq., M.D., in the chair, when it was deter- 
mined to establish a literary society, to be called "The Surtees 
Society" in honour of the late Robert Surtees, of Mainsforth, esq., 
the historian of Durham, and in accordance with his taste and pur- 
suits, to have for its object the publication of unedited MSS. illus- 
trative of the intellectual, the moral, the religious, and the social con- 
dition of those parts of England and Scotland, included on the east 
between the Humber and the Frith of Forth, and on the west 
between the Mersey and the Clyde, a region which at one period con- 
stituted the ancient kingdom of Northumberland. The books which 
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have been published by the society, have contributed greatly to the 
elucidation of the ancient History of a district, replete with interest. 
The first officers of the Society were the following. President : The 
duke of Buccleuoh. Treasurers: Robert Henry Allan, esq., F.S.A., 
John Gough Nichols, esq., F.S.A. Secretary : Rev. James Raine, 
M. A. — Local Papers. 



183* (April 31).— Wednesday, Charles May, a clerk in the office 
of a solicitor in Newcastle, was fully committed for trial at the assizes, 
on a charge of stealing 174 volumes, and a great number of prints, 
which had been torn out of books, all belonging to Dr. Thomlinson's 
library, in St. Nicholas' church, in that town. May was transported 
for seven years. — Ibid. 

May 6. — Tuesday, an elegant new barge, for the use of the right 
worshipful the mayor and corporation of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, was 
launched from the building-yard of Messrs. John Oliver and Son, 
boat builders. South Shields. — Ibid. 

May 12. — Monday, a fire broke out on the premises belonging to 
Cresswell Baker, esq., at Hareup Hill End, near Bewick, in the 
county of Northumberland, occupied by two farm servants, which 
consumed the whole of the building, together with a quantity of corn 
that was in the granary, also three wheat stacks, and a large hay 
rick. The fire originated in the chimney. — Ibid. 

May 15. — The upper part of the Stanhope and Tyne railroad, 
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extending from Stanhope to Annfield, county of Durham, a distance of 
about sixteen miles, was opened. A party of gentlemen left Annfield 
at eight o'clock in the morning, by a railway waggon, tastefully fitted 
up for the occasion, and arrived at the termination of the line about 
eleven, highly gratified with the whole line of road, but especially with 
that part of it which crosses the precipitous ravine called the Hownes. 
At one o'clock, the first four lime carriages were started from the 
spacious range of kilns belonging to the company, and speedily 
ascended the steep inclined plane, adjoining Stanhope, amidst the 
cheers of an immense crowd of spectators, who, notwithstanding the 
wetness of the early part of the morning, had assembled from all parts 
of the adjacent country. A splendid dinner had been provided for 
400 persons by the spirited proprietors of the railway, but the hilarity 
of the occasion was much damped by the occurrence of a serious and 
fatal accident. Four waggons, in which there could not be less than 
from forty to fifty people, chiefly labourers connected with the railway, 
had just commenced the descent of the second inclined plane, when 
one of the shackles which attached the rope from the engine to the 
waggons suddenly snapped, and the waggons ran with great velocity 
against some other waggons, when by the shock one man was killed, 
and a boy, nine years of age, so seriously injured, that he died during 
the night. Several others had bones fractured by leaping off the 
waggons during their descent, and some received contusions. The 
first locomotive engine was placed upon this line, at South Shields, 
on the first of May. — Local Papers. 

1834 (May 25). — The new organ erected in St. Andrew's church, 
Newcastle, built by Gray of London, was opened by Mr. Munro, and 
Mr. Gray, the organist of St. Poncras' chapel, when a sermon was 
preached, an anthem sung by the choir of St. Nicholas, and a collec- 
tion made in aid of the fund for the purchase of the instrument. The 
organ had been minutely inspected and approved by sir George Smart, 
in London, at the instance of the committee ; and he, as well as sever- 
al eminent organists, pronounced it to be of the finest description. — 
Ibid. 

May 28. — Wednesday, being his majesty's birth day, a royal salute 
was fired from the castle. The bells rung several merry peals during 
the day, and the Newcastle volunteers fired a feu -de joie on the Sand- 
hill. The ships in the harbour also hoisted their flags, and other 
demonstrations of joy were observed in different parts of the town. 
The mayor gave a grand dinner at the mansion house, and an 
assembly took place at the Assembly rooms in the evening. At North 
Shields, and Tynemouth the day was similarly observed : the bells of 
Tynemouth church rung at intervals. At twelve o'clock, a royal 
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salute was fired from the guns at Tynemouth castle, and the seaman's 
loyal standard association committee rooms in Hudson street, were 
beautifully decorated with flags on the occasion. — Local Papers. 

1834 (May 28). — While a miller's horse and cart were turning off 
the turnpike in the High street, Gateshead, a woman, who was in the 
habit of going about selling sweatmeats, sounded a horn, which fright- 
ened the horse, and it sprung forward upon the children sitting and 
standing round the woman, killing one little girl of the name of Jane 
Donnison, aged three years, and wounding two or three others, one of 
whom had its leg and arm broken. — Ibid. 

May. — The Newcastle Water Works bill, and the Hartlepool Rail- 
way bill, were read and passed. — Ibid. 

June 18. — In consequence of pubEc notice previously given, the 
committee and member* of the shipwreck society, the master and 
brethren of the Trinity house, the shipowners 9 society, together with a 
large concourse of the respectable inhabitants of Newcastle, Shields, 
and Sunderland, and the surrounding neighbourhood, assembled on 
the Herd sands, to witness the comparative trial between captain 
Manby's apparatus for saving lives from shipwreck, and the rockets 
and apparatus invented for that purpose, by John Dennett, esq., of the 
Isle of Wight. The trial was most satisfactory in its result. The 
experiments commenced with a shot from the Manby apparatus, di- 
rected so as to carry a line between two objects placed on the beach 
to represent the length of a ship, at a distance of 200 yards ; owing 
to too slight an elevation being given to the mortar, the shot fell short 
of the objects. Mr. Dennett, who directed the rocket apparatus in 
person, then fired one of the rockets, which went off most beautifully, 
falling considerably beyond the objects, and nearly in the centre of 
them, and the line came to the beach between them. The range of 
this rocket was 314 yards, and its success was greeted by a burst of 
cheering and applause from the assembled multitude. A second 
rocket was fired with a view to shew the precision with which rockets 
can be used : its line of direction did not vary from that of the first 
more than about four yards at the spot where it fell ; its range rather 
exceeded that of the first, being 321 yards, whilst owing to the 
strength of the breeze, the line was carried a little to leeward of the 
objects. A second shot was now fired from Manby's apparatus, with 
an increased elevation of the mortar, and an increased charge (10 oz.), 
but with a much better effect than before ; the shot fell a few yards 
beyond the objects, and placed the line well between them : the range 
of this shot was about 220 yards. Another rockett was now sent off, 
with the intention of placing the line between the objects, and without 
regard to precision of aim, allowance being made for the breeze ; in 
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this instance the rope was well placed between the objects, and the 
range of the rocket was 310 yards : it fell before the composition was 
entirely expended, an attempt having been made to check the pro- 
gress of the line after the rocket had passed over the marks. At the 
third shot with Manby's apparatus, the large line was attached, but, 
on firing, it parted near the shot. Mr. Dennett now set off a rocket 
without any rope attached to it, to shew the resistance the rocket has 
to overcome when it has a rope to carry out. This rocket went away 
with a most magnificient flight, cleaving the air, and ascending to a 
height of several hundred feet in its course, until its progress was 
nearly lost to the sight : the presumed range of this rocket was con- 
siderably above 2,000 yards : it passed over the heads, and fell several 
hundred yards beyond some men who had gone out for the shot that 
had broken away from Manby's apparatus. At this period rain was 
beginning to fall, and the experiments closed, the company bestowing 
three hearty cheers on Mr. Dennett and the rockets before they sep- 
erated, and strongly expressing the delight and satisfaction they had 
experienced. The advantages of the rocket over the Manby appar- 
atus are clearly considerable, its portability not being the least. Two 
men can carry the whole of the rocket apparatus and six rockets, 
whilst it requires ten men to carry the Manby apparatus. The 
rocket can be taken to situations where it would be impossible to 
carry the other. The explosion of the composition at night casts such 
a light as will inform both the people on board and on shore of the 
direction the rocket is taking, if the shot is a successful one. In pre- 
cision of aim it is fully equal, if not superior, to Manby's apparatus ; 
in extent of range it exceeds it ; and from the lesser angle with which 
it flies, a smaller quantity of rope is taken out, and the liability of 
the rope being carried to leeward of the object fired at, by the action 
of the wind, is thereby much reduced. — Local Papers. 

1834 (June 18). — A boat regatta took place at Durham. At six 
o'clock on the evening, the different boats upon the river Wear, pro- 
ceeded in grand procession from the Prebend's bridge up the river to 
Old Durham, accompanied by a band of music, which played the great- 
er part of the way. The rowers in the several boats were all dressed in 
their different uniforms, and each boat had a small flag flying from 
its stern. The boats afterwards came back to the Prebend's bridge, 
and each took in some ladies, and proceeded up the water again 
towards Old Durham. The rowing on the water terminated a little 
after nine o'clock ; after which, a quantity of fireworks were set off 
from a platform, erected for that purpose at the water side, near 
the Banks mill. On the following day, a similar exhibition took 
place. — Ibid. 
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1834 (June 19). — A disturbance took place in the Pudding chare, 
Newcastle, in consequence of a young man, who said he was a tailor, 
entering a notorious house there, in a state of extreme intoxication, 
from which he was soon after forcibly ejected, and fell into the street* 
Immediately after recovering himself he thundered violently at the 
door and not being re-admitted he commenced smashing the squares 
of glass in the lower windows, cutting his hands severely in the oper- 
ation. He was taken away to the Infirmary by a few acquaintances. 
After his removal, a mob principally of children collected about the 
house and commenced throwing mud and missiles of various descrip- 
tions, till a great number of the windows were demolished. — Local 
Papers. 

June 22. — A new catholic chapol at Minster Acres was opened. — 
Ibid. 

June 23. — Workmen began to prepare ground at the entrance of 
the Sunderland market for the erection of the arcade there. — Ibid. 

June 25. — The excise, having information of the existence of an 
illicit still being carried on in some premises in the Close, Newcastle, 
two officers proceeded to an old building, situate in the entry of the 
Dog public-house, and having succeeded in gaining admission by 
means of a ladder, they discovered, in a room near the top of the 
building, a still, which had evidently been recently in operation, also 
in various tubs upwards of 100 gallons of wash, and about three gal- 
lons of spirit ready for sale. The whole of the apparatus, together 
with the spirits and five casks, were removed to the excise offioe. 
No one was found in connexion with the apparatus, nor was any clue 
obtained by which the proprietors might be traced. — Ibid. 

June 29. — Sunday, the new church at Shildon, calculated to con- 
tain 1300 persons, was opened for divine worship by license from the 
lord bishop of Durham. The rev. J. Manisty, curate of the new 
chapelry, officiated on the occasion. After the ceremony of the open- 
ing had been observed, an excellent and appropriate sermon was 
preached by the rev. gentleman. This handsome structure was con- 
secrated by the lord bishop of Durham on the 9th of September fol- 
lowing, in the presence of a numerous congregation. — Ibid. 

June. — Some surplus having remained from a subscription for the 
repair of the steeple of St. Nicholas, Newcastle, the churchwardens 
determined upon using it in the erection of a porch and buttresses, 
on the north side, corresponding with those on the south. This 
month, the removal of the old north porch was, in consequence, 
commenced. — Ibid. 

July 1. — Tuesday, a numerous meeting of the Sunderland Archers, 
was held on their ground at Hendon, to contend for the honours 



198 



LOCAL HISTORIANS 



La. d. 1834. 



attached to the society ; the shooting was admirable, and the day 
being fine, a brilliant assemblage of ladies honoured the scene of this 
ancient and fascinating amusement by their presence. The sub- 
scribers and a party of their friends afterwards sat down to an elegant 
dinner at the club house, at six o'clock. — Local Papers. 

1834 (July 1). — A prisoner of the name of James Liddell, con- 
victed at the Durham assizes of forgery, escaped from the prison 
between the hours of one and two o'clock, in the afternoon. He 
had forced two locks, and, by the assistance of some rope and a 
ladder, got over the back walls of the prison. — Ibid. 

July 2. — The black tigress belonging to WombwelTs menagerie, 
produced a litter of young ones in Newcastle. This is the first in- 
stance of a breed having been obtained from these animals in Eng- 
land. — Ibid. 

About this period an individual named Thomas Elliott, aged 87, 
but better known in most parts of Northumberland as Tommy the 
Tinker, died at Ghollerton Edge, in that county. He generally resi- 
ded at Stamfordham, and in his peregrinations through life, used 
frequently to walk from Tweedmouth to the latter place, a distance of 
upwards of sixty miles, in one day. He was very industrious, and is 
said to have reaped corn regularly every year for seventy-four years. — 
Ibid. 

July 4. — A dog, which was in an attic room, in a three story house, 
in Maude's lane, Sunderland, on a gesture made by the person with 
whom it was in charge, sprung through the window, which was open, 
and fell to the ground on the pavement unhurt, a height of 23 feet. 
The animal was upwards of four stone weight. — Ibid. 

July 10. — The foundation stone of a new church, at Dinnington, 
endowed by the warden and fellows of Merton college, Oxford, and 
Matthew Bell, esq., M. P., was laid by Wm. Bobson, esq. — Ibid. 

July 15. — The bells of the several churches in Newcastle, rung 
several merry peals on account of the common council giving their 
formal sanction to Mr. Grainger's improvement plans. The same 
evening, Mr. G.'s workmen were regaled in the Nun's -field with a 
plentiful supply of strong ale, &c, which drew together a great crowd 
of spectators, whose excited feelings led them to acts of violence. 
After being desired to depart, they became furious, and broke into 
the mansion called Anderson place, occupied by T. Anderson, esq., 
and destroyed nearly the whole of a splendid old stair-case, and did 
other mischief. — Ibid. 

July 19. — There was living at Stella Path-head, a widow named 
Catherine Miles, of the extraordinary age of 103 years ; and so active 
and vigourous, that a month previously she carried a stone of flour 
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from Newcastle to her home, a distance of five or six miles. Her 
son had promised to carry her to Stella in the wherry, but she would 
not wait for that conveyance. — Local Papers. 

1834 (July 21). — A regatta was held at Sunderland, on which occa- 
sion that town presented an unusual scene of gaiety. The weather 
proved very fine, and notwithstanding the immense numbers of boats, 
both at sea and on the river, no serious accident happened. The 
races were from the Pier-end about 1£ miles to sea and back, and 
were well contested for the various prizes.— Ibid. 

July 22. — A murder was perpetrated on the body of Thomas 
Lee, at Hebburn quay. It appears that a slight quarrel arose at a 
tea drinking at a public-house there, by Thomas Lee accidentally 
putting out his foot, which tripped up a girl while dancing, and broke 
her sandal; she immediately made complaint to her sweatheart, 
Daniel Stewart, who remonstrated with Lee in an angry tone, Lee 
readily apologized, and Stewart shook hands,. The three then in 
token of reconciliation drunk each others health ; but two of Stewart's 
companions (sailors) were desirous to fight Lee, who declined the 
combat with either, and the two men were prevented from striking 
Lee by the forcible interference of others of the company. The fes- 
tivities continued till 2 o'clock, when the party broke up. The quar- 
rel recommenced when the sailors had gone toward their ships and 
after Lee had been killed by striking his head with a pewter pot, 
he was thrown into the water and was not found till half tide next 
morning at ten o'clock. At the assizes held in the next week, one 
of the men named Willis, was found guilty of manslaughter, and 
sentenced to seven years transportation. — Ibid. 

July 24. — Wednesday, a splendid large ship, fully rigged and 
manned, with one hundred tons of ballast in her hold, and in every 
respect fit for sea, was launched from the buildiiig-yafd of Mr. Beay, 
Walker, on the Tyne, and proceeded to sea about one hour after. 
A short time previous to the launch, a person, in climbing up a 
ladder, leading to the deck, unfortunately fell, and fractured his 
skull, which caused instant death. — Ibid. 

July 27. — A new Wesleyan chapel was opened at Eillingworth. — 
Ibid. 

July 28. — Monday evening, while a horse and gig were awaiting 
two gentlemen in the main street of Sunderland, the horse became 
affrighted, and the man who had the charge of it losing his hold, it 
took off at full speed down the street ; it soon came in contact with a 
lamp post, which it broke, and unfortunately just at that moment, a 
poor blind man called Thomas Willis, better known as blind Tom, 
was passing the spot ; part of the lamp post fell upon his head and 
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fractured his skull, and the gig also went over him. The poor man 
was so dreadfully bruised, that he died the next morning at one 
o'clock. A coroner's inquest was held on Thursday, and a verdict of 
manslaughter returned against John Burnip, -publiam.-Local Papers. 

1834 (July 29).— Tuesday, Mr. Green, according to a promise he 
had mode to the inhabitants of Darlington, in consequence of a failure 
in an attempt to ascend a few days before, commenced the process 
of inflating his balloon in a field, the use of which was granted for the 
occasion, adjoining Mr. Edward Pease's house. About a quarter 
before six o'clock, the balloon having received a supply of gas, the 
cords were slackened to allow it to clear itself. It was then fastened 
on a cart with the car, in which Mr. Green and two females were 
seated. It was then conducted up Northgate, preceded by a band 
playing some favourite airs. It was a magnificent sight, and the 
street was much crowded with spectators. On reaching the mar- 
ket, he made a splendid ascent, to the admiration of an immense 
multitude. He landed at PUltnoor house, near Croft, about four 
miles from Darlington. — Ibid. 

July. — A most abundant supply of mackerel was taken in Sunder- 
land haven. It is not often that this fish is found on the eastern 
coast. — Ibid. 

July 30. — Wednesday, Mr. Grainger commenced to take the levels 
and lay out the intended new markets and streets in the Nuns' field, 
Newcastle. During the excavations the workmen found an ancient 
cast of a crucifix, the remains of a gilt spur, a farthing of William 
the third, and two other small coins. The accompanying engraving 
represents a fragment of a blue marble tomb stone, found in the 
same ground, in March 1835. — Hid. 



CHAPTER IX. 




), at his residence, No. 6, in the Danish 
rag, Canton, on the 1st of August 1834, 
3 rev. Robert Morrison, D. D. This dis- 
guished Christian missionary and oriental 
lolar, was born, at Windgatee, in the parish 
Longhorsley, Northumberland, on the 5th 
January, 1782; but removed, in infancy, 
Bowie's, or Buller's green, Morpeth, where 
no continued to reside till about 1 7S5, when 
his parents removed to Newcastle. He was first taught reading, 
writing, and arithmetic by his uncle, Mr. James Nicholson, a respect- 
able teacher in that town ; but at an early age became apprentice to 
his father, who was a Dumfermline man, and whose business was that 
of a last and boot-tree maker, in which business his son soon became 
skilful and industrious. The shop in which he wrought was in a 
passage in the Groat market, now known by the name of Dagg's 
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entry. Whilst but a youth, however, he became the subject of 
serious religious impressions, principally by means of the catechetical 
instructions given to the young people connected with the High bridge 
chapel ; and from that time the duties of religion engrossed his affec- 
tions, and the acquirement of classical knowledge his ambition. He 
became desirous of entering into the Christian ministry, and began to 
read Latin and Greek, under the rev. A. Laidlaw, minister of the 
Presbyterian meeting, in Silver street. Here also he commenced to 
read Hebrew, to write short-hand, to study theology, and became a 
zealous member of the Society for the relief of the friendless poor. 
January 7, 181)4, he commenced probationer in the academy, at Hox 
ton, and on the 21st, was fully admitted. Nearly twelve months after, 
the London missionary society accepted his services as a missionary 
to Canton, in China, and he removed to the academy of that institu- 
tion, at Gosport, where he learned French, but gave his greatest 
attention to the Chinese language, in which he was assisted .by Yung 
Saams Tak, a native of China. Two years after, he went to study 
medicine in London ; and after attending a regular course of lectures 
in that science, and the hospitals for some time, commenced astronomy 
at Greenwich under Dr. Hutton. His copy of the Harmony of the 
Gospels, in Chinese, and now in the British Museum, was written 
before he left England. On January 31, 1807, he left England for 
China, by the way of America ; and on the 1th of September, arrived 
at Macao. He brought letters of introduction from the American 
Secretary of state, and was domesticated in the factory of Messrs. 
Milner and Bull, American agents. The first sixteen months of his 
residence, however, were extremely irksome, and attended by many 
privations and difficulties, as will appear from the fact of his spending 
the day with his teacher, studying, eating, and sleeping in a room 
underground ; adopting the Chinese costume ; foregoing the pleasures 
of intercourse with his countrymen, and taking his meat with the 
Chinese who taught him the language. On the 20th February, 1809, 
he married his first wife, Miss Morton, eldest daughter of John 
Morton, esq., of Liverpool, a surgeon in the royal artillery ; and on 
the same day accepted an appointment in the company's factory. In 

1810 the translation of the Acts of the Apostles was printed, and in 

1811 the Gospel of St. Luke, and other smaller works, including a 
grammar. In 1813, he was joined by Mr. Milne, and in conjunction 
with him completed the old and new Testaments, the book of com- 
mon prayer, and many other religious works. The first great object 
of the mission was to form a Chinese Dictionary, the next to trans- 
late the Scriptures. Both these great works have been accomplished 
by the two first men appointed to the mission, Mr. Morrison and 
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Mr. Milne, the latter of whom departed this life some years ago. 
The translation of the scriptures was a work common to both of these 
two eminent missionaries. The translation and compilation of the 
Dictionary was Mr. Morrison's own, and is the monument of his fame. 
In 1816, Mr. Morrison accompanied Lord Amherst to Peking, and 
he drew up and published a memoir of that unsuccessful embassy. 
On the 24th December, 1817, the Senatus Academicus of Glasgow 
unanimously conferred the title of Doctor in Divinity on Mr. Morri- 
son, in token of their approbation of his philological labours. In 
1818, Dr. Morrison founded the Anglo Chinese college at Malacca. 
He devoted the sum of £ 1,000. to the erection of the house, and 
£ 100 a year for the first five years, commencing from the opening of 
the college, for the encouragement of the students and tutors. His 
wife, by whom he had a son and daughter, died in 1820. In 1821, 
when the company's ships left the Canton river on account of what is 
generally called the " Lintin affair," Dr. Morrison was the only mem- 
ber of the company's factory who was acquainted with the Chinese 
language, all those who had studied it being absent in England. On 
this occasion, the advice of Dr. Morrison was of the greatest use to 
the committee, and there can be no doubt but that by his talents and 
exertions the affair was brought to a more speedy and creditable ter- 
mination than it would otherwise have been ; and the company saved 
a large sum of money in demurrage. In 1823, Dr. Morrison returned 
to England, after he had more than completed his appointed task, 
and was received with that distinction by the government and the 
court of Directors which he had so well earned. He was presented to 
the King, and delivered a copy of the Chinese version of the Scrip- 
tures. In 1824, he married Miss Armstrong, at Liverpool, and 
returned to China, under the auspices of the court of directors, in 
1826. In the frequent discussions which have occurred of late years 
with the local authorities the services of Dr. Morrison can be best 
appreciated by those who profited most by them — the different select 
committees of the company's factory. His second family increased to 
five children, and his health appeared to be strong until the summer 
of 1833, when it began to yield to the effects of climate ; and was not 
much benefitted by the cold weather of winter. On the arrival of lord 
Napier, in July 1834, he accepted the office of Chinese secretary and 
interpreter, to H. M. superintendents, and accompanied his lordship 
on his journey from Macao to Canton, where he arrived very early on 
the morning of the 25th of that month. He had been much exposed 
to the weather which was boisterous and rainy, during the passage, 
and his illness was increased in consequence, but his friends were not 
alarmed for his life until a very short time before it became extinct. 
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His remains were followed from hia residence to the river side by 
lord Napier and all the Europeans, Americans, and Asiatic British 
subjects in Canton. The corpse was forwarded to Macao, and follow- 
ed to the grave by about forty European gentlemen, and interred in 
the private protestant burial ground in that settlement. The rev. 
John Hodgson, in his elaborate history of Northumberland, vol. 2. 
part 2, gives a biographical notice of Dr. Morrison, from which many 
of the above facts are taken. 

1834 (Aug. 1). — Monday, a new Joint stock coach, commenced to 
run between Gateshead and Stanhope, by way of Whickham, Buraop- 
field, Lanchester, Wokingham, &c. This is the first coach ever at- 
tempted on that line of road. — Local Papers. 



WolsinGham Church (163S). 

August 6. — Died, in the 73rd year of his age, James Wilkie, 
M. D., resident surgeon and apothecary to the Dispensary Newcastle, 
which important situation he filled upwards of fifty years. During 
this long period he discharged, with great ability, singular fidelity 
and unwearied zeal, the duties of his office, to which his uncommon 
healthy constitution, and vigorous mind, enabled him punctually to 
attend, till within a few months of the close of his valuable life. He 
was remarkable for his simplicity of manners, energy and decision of 
character, honest pride, love of justice and integrity, and for his na- 
tive humanity, and benevolence of disposition, and steady attachment 
to his friends ; but the most prominent quality in his character, and 
the one for which he is entitled to be remembered with the greatest 
respect and gratitude, was his generous and humane attention to 
every case of distress which it was in his power to relieve. — Ibid. 

August 9. — Saturday, a locust of extraordinary size was found alive 
in the Nursery of William Falla, esq., of Gateshead. It was similar 
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to the specimen described by Linnaeus as the migratory locust. This 
is a very singular circumstance, and its being found is of very rare 
occurrence in that part of the country. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Aug. 10). — The fine ship, Palmer, 600 tons burthen, sailed 
from Newcastle with passengers and goods to Van Dieman's land, 
and New South Wales, being the first vessel that had left the port of 
Tyne for these colonies. — Ibid. 

August 18. — The foundation stone of a Wesleyan chapel was laid 
at Gainford, near Darlington. — Ibid. 

August 19. — Tuesday, a girl, 17 years of age, named Nancy Good- 
hill, met her death in a pit at Little Hulton, near Darlington, in con- 
sequence of an explosion of inflammable gas. Two men were nearly 
suffocated by the after-damp in endeavouring to rescue the unfortunate 
female, whose father, it appears, caused the accident by an incautious 
exposure of his candle. He was himself seriously burnt. — Ibid. 

August 22. — Friday, whilst the late earl of Durham was standing 
upon Pallion quay, Sunderland, near the spot where his yatch was 
fitting out, a person named Parkin, apparently tipsy, attempted to go 
on board. His lordship mildly asked him where he was going, when 
Parkin came from the vessel towards him, and brandishing a large 
stick in a furious manner, accompanying his action with coarse and 
violent language, threatened to attack him, which he subsequently 
attempted to do, but was prevented by the persons on board the 
yatch. He refused to go away, and finding that he was determined 
upon mischief, a constable was sent for, and he was eventually con- 
signed to the lock up at Bishopwearmouth. On being afterwards 
visited, it was ascertained that he had, during the short period of his 
imprisonment, demolished the bedstead, and completely torn up the 
boards from the sleepers. Previous to the door being opened, he 
threatened, with dreadful oaths, to kill the first man who entered ; 
and accordingly, when the door was opened, he rushed out, and with 
a long clasp knife, aimed a blow at Mr. Bailee, which penetrated the 
breast of his waistcoat, and must have proved serious in its conse- 
quences had it not fortunately taken a slanting direction. He was 
examined before the magistrates on Monday, and committed to take 
his trial at the next sessions. — Ibid. 

Same day, the foundation stone of the new bridge at Bellingham 
was laid at the north-east corner of the south abutment, by J. W. 
Charlton, jun. esq., of Hesleyside. A numerous body of spectators 
assembled from the surrounding district, amongst whom was a party 
of ladies from Hesleyside. A temporary railroad had been previously 
thrown across the river for the purpose of conveying the materials by 
a travelling crane, and the ceremony of the day was begun by Messrs. 



206 local historian's [a. d. 1834. 

Charlton, senior and junior, and Mr. Green (the architect for the 
bridge) placing themselves on the foundation stone, which was then 
drawn up by the crane, carried rapidly across the river, and lowered 
into the coffer-dam and set, the process only occupying about five 
minutes. Mr. Charlton, junior, then invited the company to drink 
success to the bridge, which was instantly done with three times three. 
Two other stones were then laid in a similar manner, by Mr. Charl- 
ton's two younger sons ; at the conclusion of the second, the health 
of Mr. Green, the architect, and Messrs. Welsh, the contractors, was 
proposed by Mr. Charlton, sen., and, at the third, the health of Mrs. 
Charlton and the ladies who had honoured the ceremony with their 
presence. The bridge is of considerable magnitude, being composed 
of four fifty-feet segmental arches of graceful rise ; and forms an 
interesting feature in the beautiful scenery on the banks of the north 
Tyne, and, while it is an ornament to the country, it will be of the 
greatest advantage to the district, where great inconvenience has long 
been experienced, and many lives have been lost from the want of 
such an accommodation. The cost of the bridge was defrayed by 
private subscription, and great praise is due to Mr. Charlton for his 
exertions and liberality in forwarding the undertaking. — Local Papers. 
1834 (Aug. 25). — Monday, Mr. Wm. Walker, mason, of Branton, 
Northumberland, and Mr. Wm. Atkinson, joiner, Powburn, accom- 
panied by Mr. Thomas Duncan, teacher, Glanton, left Branton early 
in the morning to go a trout-fishing in the river Breamish. In conse- 
quence of the heavy fall of rain that morning, the water began very 
rapidly to overflow the banks, and whilst the party were attempting 
to cross a small brook which runs into the Breamish, but which had 
swollen very much with the rain, the melancholy circumstance took 
place. Walker, who went into the water first, immediately sunk to 
the bottom, and disappeared. Atkinson, who was a very athletic man, 
plunged in to save him, but. unhappily, he sunk also, but soon after- 
wards came to the top, and reached out his fishing rod, which he still 
kept hold of, to Mr. Duncan. Unfortunately, however, the water 
was running so furiously, that the rod on which the life of Atkinson 
and Walker — (Mr. Duncan thinks that Atkinson had hold of Walker 
when he held out the rod) — was depending, broke, and they again 
sunk to rise no more. Mr. Duncan's humanity for his fellow-sufferers 
prompted him to plunge in also, to endeavour to rescue them, but he 
was soon carried away with the furious current ; and had it not been 
for the timely assistance of Mr. Robert Donkin, Ingram, he would 
have shared the fate of his companions. He was taken out of the 
water almost in a lifeless state. An inquest was held on the following 
day on the two bodies. Verdict — Accidentally drowned. — Ibid. 
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1834 (Aug. 2 7) .-Mr. Green the celebrated aeronaut made an ascent 
from Sunderland. About six o'clock, the evening was very serene, 
with a light current from the south-west. The aeronaut caused the 
balloon to be liberated from its moorings in Zion-street. In rising 
it veered to the north, and the car, in which Mr. G. was placed 
was dragged against the front of an adjoining house. The bal- 
loon not being sufficiently inflated, ascended very slowly and the 
greatest height was not two hundred yards. It took a north-east 
direction towards the sea, and in about a quarter of an hour, and at 
a distance of about four hundred yards from the place of ascent, the 
balloon alighted on the corner of a house in Burleigh or High-street, 
and was soon after secured. On the 9th September, Mr. Green 
made another attempt to ascend from Frederick street, in that town, 
accompanied by Mr. Vipond, painter, but the balloon soon came in 
contact with a spout on Zion chapel, which tore the silk, and the gas 
escaped rapidly. It was intended to have again made the ascent 
the following day, but a boisterous wind during the night blew 
the balloon against some iron pallisades, and so greatly dam- 
aged it, that his third attempt was not made till September 
25, when he ascended from Mr. Thompson's raff-yard, near the 
gasworks. On this occasion he was again accompanied by Mr. 
Yipond, but the balloon coming in contact with the mast of a 
ship, the latter gentleman thought it prudent to get out of the 
car into the round-top of the vessel. The balloon then ascended 
to the altitude of nearly a mile, and after remaining in the air 
about twenty minutes, it descended into the sea, near Whitburn, 
and Mr. Green was rescued from his perilous situation by a pilot's 
coble. — Local Papers. 

August 29. — As two young women, sisters, named Knox, who 
work at Messrs. Clarke and Plummer's spinning mill, Ouseburn, 
Newcastle, were returning home between ten and eleven o'clock 
from a visit to their friends at Tinkler row, by the waggon way till 
they reached Bavensworth wood through which there is a regular 
path, after walking about 100 yards in the wood, and when near a 
hollow part of it, they distinctly heard a number of voices, and a 
man passed them on horseback, but did not notice them. On getting 
nearer to the noise they heard one man say " deliver," and a second 
"he is not willing." Some heavy blows were also struck, which 
the females positively declare they heard, after which another voice 
exclaimed " dear ! " They were dreadfully agitated, but pur- 
sued their course, when they were passed by two men, and immed- 
iately afterwards by three more, none of whom molested them. The 
night was rather dark, and before they had walked many yards 
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farther, the eldest female trod on the body of a man ; she saw his 
face, he appeared to be dead, and was dressed in dark clothes ; her 
sister was also an eye witness to the same. Still more alarmed they 
hurried out of the wood, and reached home safely, but did not make 
the circumstance known till the following day, when an examination 
of the affair took place before the magistrates, but nothing further 
transpired to throw additional light upon the matter, although 
every exertion was used. No person in the neighbourhood was miss- 
ing, and no trace of the body could be found. If a murder therefore 
was perpetrated, the murderers must have concealed their victim, 
and he have been a stranger. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Aug. 29). — Died, at Percy-main, aged 93, Mr. Charles Gard- 
ener : it is somewhat remarkable, that during his long life, it only cost 
him two shillings and sixpence for medicine, and one shilling for ex- 
tracting two teeth ; he worked until his 90th year. — Ibid. 

August 31. — Sunday morning about one o'clock, a man named 
Story, belonging to Eppleton, co. Durham, who had been drinking at 
Hetton, and was rather tipsy, on his road home, feeling somewhat 
sick, as he says, in passing the house of a person who had just re- 
turned from a shooting excursion, and was up taking his supper, he 
leaned his arm against the window shutters, which occasioned the 
owner to come out with his gun in his hand, thinking something 
wrong was about to be done. On observing a man, he seized him and 
demanded his name, which not being given, he threatened to shoot 
Story, who got away, and was proceeding home, when he was shot, 
and severely wounded in the thigh. The wounded man's cries being 
heard by some men belonging to the Hetton colliery, they went to 
the spot, and carried him to a house near, and afterwards to his own 
home. It appearing from Story's character there was no reason to 
believe he had intended doing any injury, a meeting was held on 
Monday morning between his friends and the individual who had 
wounded him, when the latter agreed to pay Story seven shillings 
and sixpence per week so long as he should be unable to attend his 
work, and also to pay the doctor's bill. — Ibid. 

August. — This was the most successful herring season on the coast 
of Northumberland ever remembered, and was the means of employ- 
ing a great many industrious fishermen and their families, in the 
process of curing ; they were cried in the streets of Alnwick at six a 
penny. — Ibid. 

September. — During the first week of this month, a little boy about 
13 years old, son of Mr. T. Ironsides, farmer, at Kibblesworth, ob- 
served a flight of pigeons alight upon the roof of his father's barn, 
when he immediately ran into the house and procured a gun, and, 
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strange to say, killed the whole of them at one shot, seventeen in 
number ; the barn is two stories high. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Sep. 8). — Monday, being the anniversary of the coronation of 
their most gracious majesties, king William and queen Adelaide, the 
bells of the several churches in Newcastle, rang many merry peals, 
cannon were fired from the castle, and other demonstrations of joy 
m ani fested . — Ibid. 



Is the Castle, Newcastle upon Tthi (IBM). 

Same day, two gentlemen from Durham, James and Culbert 
Kirby, brothers, attended the Falkirk Tryst, and purchased a num- 
ber of sheep, which were sent forward, on the road to England, to 
Shieldhill, a village about two miles to the south of Falkirk, in 
charge of Oulbert Kirby and a drover. The drove was put into a 
field, and the heavy rain added gloom to the whole of the day. Mr. 
Kirby after supper went out, but not returning, his absence began 
to create uneasiness, and about ten o'clock, a man went in search 
of him. Every exertion to discover a trace of Mr. Kirby proved 
fruitless, when it was suspected he had fallen down an old coal-pit, 
which had been allowed to stand open, without so much as a fence 
around the mouth of it in the south-east corner of the above field, 
and only about eighteen feet from the public road ! This oulpable 
negligence (to give it no harsher epithet) was the cause of death in 
this instance. Some of the workmen at Carron lent their assistance, 
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and soon had a windlass, &c, on the spot. As a precautionary 
measure against gas, which was likely to have accumulated at the 
bottom of the mine, a colliers lamp was let down, and an intrepid 
individual, William Henderson, then descended with considerable 
difficulty to the full depth of 120 feet, and found the corpse of the 
unfortunate man. A dreadful wound presented itself on the left 
temple, which quite drove in the skull ; the left shoulder was like- 
wise broken, and one of the thighs much injured. It is singular 
that the poor man's watch was stopped at twenty minutes after 
nine o'clock, when, no doubt, he had been precipitated down this 
dreadful abyss. — Stirling Journal. 

1834 (Sep. 10). — This was the day fixed for the ceremony of open- 
ing the entire line of the Stanhope and Tyne railroad, and in conse- 
quence, from an early hour in the morning, much interest was excited 
in the neighbourhood of the company's works at South Shields. The 
state of the weather was unfavourable for the exhibition, but the sight 
was, notwithstanding, highly gratifying. The waggons were brought 
down the railway, a distance of eighteen miles, from Medomsley 
colliery, the property of the proprietors of the railway, and were 
lowered by a drop projecting from the company's quay at South 
Shields into the hold of the first vessel loaded from the Stanhope 
and Tyne railway (the Sally, of South Shields). At five o'clock, 
upwards of one hundred and twenty persons sat down to dinner, at 
the Golden Lion inn, Robert Ingham, esq,, M.P. for the borough, 
in the chair. The company seemed to be animated with the spirit 
of mutual good-will, and spent the evening in great harmony, and 
in cheerful anticipations of the beneficial effects which must be pro- 
duced on the trade of the Tyne by means of this railway and others 
communicating with it — connecting the coal district of the county of 
Durham with the best harbour for the shipment of its produce. 
The course of the Stanhope and Tyne railway is 32 miles in length ; 
the capital expended upon it was estimated at c£200,000. ; and the 
whole was effected by agreement with the landholders, and without 
the aid of parliament. — Local Papers. 

September 12. — As Samuel Walker, senr., of Alston, was engaged 
in making repairs on the low or water level of Thorngill East-end 
lead mine, in Alston moor, a portion of the roof fell on him and 
partially entombed him. On recovering his recollection he perceived 
that a stream of water was running over his shoulders and would 
soon have drowned him. By a despairing effort he released his 
head and other parts of his body. On endeavouring to extricate his 
leg and foot he found the bone was broken in two places, notwith- 
standing which he succeeded in crawling out of the level a distance of 
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200 fathoms, and despite of the obstacles offered by a large stream of 
water. The compound fracture was re-set, and the sufferer recov- 
ered. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Sep. 15). — Monday, about ten o'clock on the forenoon, a fire 
broke out in the retort house of the gas works at Sunderland, which 
being instantly observed, the water pipe of the works was put in 
play, and in a few minutes the water engines were also in active 
operation, by whieh timely exertions it was speedily extinguished, be- 
fore it had destroyed more than the roof of that part of the premises, 
and done some other damage of minor importance. The flame 
caught hold of one of the workmen, named Peter Wilkinson, who was 
severely scorched. Fortunately no other person was injured. The 
fire was occasioned by a crack in one of the pipes in an elevated situa- 
tion, through which ran coal tar, part of which dropping in front 
of a furnace, it ignited. — Ibid. 

During the afternoon of this day, (Monday) the river Tyne dis- 
played one of the most animating spectacles that had ever probably 
been witnessed upon its waters. The occasion was the holding of a 
regatta, for the first time in this neighbourhood ; and about mid-day 
crowds of well-dressed people were proceeding to the place appointed 
for the races, a number of equestrians, and carriages filled for the 
most part with fashionably-attired females, adding considerably to 
the lively bustle of the scene. The sun was unclouded throughout 
the whole day ; and when, about two o'clock, the greater body of the 
company had assembled, every spot from which a view of the boats 
could be obtained was crowded with spectators, and presented a 
spectacle of a peculiarly striking character. The regatta was ap- 
pointed to take place at 12 o'clock, and shortly after that hour the 
stewards, — namely, the right worshipful the mayor, (Henry Bell, 
esq.,) J. T. Carr, esq., deputy master of the Trinity house, and W. 
A. Surtees, esq., arrived in a boat belonging to the Tyne Amateur 
Club, at the stern of which was exhibited a blue silk flag, bearing the 
arms of the town, surmounted by the words " Tyne Regatta." The 
barges of the Mayor and Trinity house, a private barge, several 
steamers with their decks thronged with passengers, the gigs which 
were intended to compete for the prizes, and a large number of other 
boats, followed ; and the river at the head of the King's meadows 
soon became studded with the busy craft. Two bands of music were 
on the water, and added not a little to the pleasure of the company, 
which altogether must have comprised several thousand individuals. 
The Newcastle steam boat, moored off the head of the meadows, was 
the starting place, from whence the competing boats pulled up the 
river, went round a boat placed for that purpose at a given distance, 
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and returned to the spot from whence they set out. The first race 
commenced at a quarter past two o'clock in the afternoon : the whole 
were well contested, and the distribution of the prizes afforded very 
general satisfaction. Among others a match, for six sovereigns, viz, :, 
four for the first boat, and two for the second, given by the Master 
and Brethren of the Trinity house, was rowed for between the North 
and South Shields life-boats, which was won in capital style by the 
latter, the appearance of these boats, and the swan-like stillness and 
majesty with which they occasionally floated on the river, attracted 
much attention and admiration. The sports of the day concluded, 
without, the occurrence of a single serious accident to mar the agree- 
ableness of the proceedings. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Sep. 17). — Wednesday afternoon one of the very large steam 
boilers of the steam engine at the Elemore pit, Hetton colliery, Dur- 
ham, by some unexplained circumstance or other, was shifted from 
its place by the force of the steam, and thrown a distance of forty 
yards, it burst in its flight and rolled ten yards further. One man 
of the name of George Bell, living at Hetton houses, was killed upon 
the spot. Peter Thornton, Four lane ends, and William Smith, 
Easington lane, were very severely scalded. Another man named 
John Potts, was thrown a very great distance against a dung-hill, 
and with such force that he was completely engulphed in it, and 
could not be disentangled without being dug round, to loosen the 
ashes with which he was surrounded. He was dreadfully injured. 
Verdict on Bell — "Accidental death." — Ibid. 

September 18. — The new church at South Shields was consecrated 
by the bishop of Chester, after which an appropriate sermon was 
preached by the venerable bishop. — Ibid. 

September 23. — Tuesday, a fire broke out in a house at Chester- 
le-street, belonging to captain Hill. It originated by an old woman 
who had been thrashing out gleanings, leaving the house with the 
straw laying near to the fire, which caught hold. It was got under 
before any serious damage was done. — Ibid. 

September 23. — Tuesday, the foundation stone of a new church 
was laid at North Shields, on which occasion it w$s expected that his 
grace the duke of Northumberland would have honoured the ceremony 
with his presence ; but on account of indisposition, his grace was un- 
avoidably prevented from attending on the interesting occasion. The 
absence of the duke of Northumberland was, however, in a pleasure 
compensated for by the presence of his graced brother, lord Prudhoe, 
to perform the ceremony of laying the stone. Preparations were 
made by the churchwardens and other gentlemen of the town, to re- 
ceive his lordship with becoming honour ; and in the course of *V 
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forenoon, q, numerous and respectable body of gentlemen assembled 
at Chirton to meet the noble lord. A number of flags were displayed 
on the occasion, and at the entrance into Chirton a grand triumphal 
arch, decked with laurels, evergreens, and flowers, was erected. A 
numerous body of the Percy tenantry proceeded on horseback on the 
road, as far as the " Fir Trees," the boundary of the manor, to meet 
his lordship, and from thence conduct him to Chirton. About half- 
past one o'clock, his lordship's approach was announced by the firing 
of a signal gun, and immediately afterwards the gentlemen formed 
into line. On the arrival of lord Prudhoe he was enthusiastically 
cheered by the populace, and was received by the gentlemen in wait- 
ing : among whom were, Matthew Bell, esq., M. P., Robert Ingham, 
esq., M. P., Col. Reed, the vicar of Tynemouth, the vicar of Newburn, 
the revs. Wm. Dodd, and E. Hopper, of Newcastle, and other clergy- 
men, the churchwardens, the building committee, and various other 
distinguished persons. His lordship having alighted from his carriage, 
the procession advanced on foot with flags and banners in the follow- 
ing order : — Captain of police — Bailiff of the manor — Returning officer 
and high constable — Magistrates — Architect — Churchwardens, vestry 
clerk, and church building committee, with staves of office, wands, in. 
scribed silver plate, and coins inlaid in a silver crescent, to be deposi- 
ted in the foundation stone — Beadle — Clergy — Constables with staves 
— Lord Prudhoe, in company with several gentlemen — Guard of hon- 
our from Tynemouth garrison — Members of the Seaman's Loyal 
Standard association, with their flags — and his grace the duke of 
Northumberland's tenantry. As the procession moved along it was 
witnessed by a great concourse of spectators, who lined the road on 
both sides. On arriving at the site of the intended church, his lord- 
ship was again loudly cheered ; and a platform, erected for the accom- 
modation of those who wished to be present at the ceremony, was 
filled by a numerous company of elegantly-dressed ladies. The line 
w$s kept by the military ; and a band stationed on the ground enliv- 
ened the scene by playing select pieces of music. His lordship, on 
approaching the spot where the stone was to be laid, was congratula- 
ted on the occasion by John Fenwick, esiq., who requested his lordship 
to lay the first stone of the building. Mr. Marshall and Mr. Laing, 
jun., then presented his lordship with the inscribed piece of silver 
plate, and the various coins current in the present reign inlaid in a silver 
crescent, the former gentleman reading the inscription to his lordship, 
of which the following is a copy : — " The foundation qtone of a new 
church, in the parish of Tynemouth, was laid on the 23d day of Sep- 
tember, 1834, under the auspices of the Most Noble Hugh, Duke and 
Earl of Northumberland, Earl and Baron Percy, Baron Lucy, Poy- 
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ning, Fitzpaine, Brian, Latimer, and Warkworth ; and Baronet, Lord 
Lieutenant and Custos Rotulorum of the county of Northumberland, 
and of the town and county of the town of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
Vice-Admiral of the same and the maritime ports thereof ; Knight 
of the order of the Garter ; one of his Majesty's most Hon. Privy 
Council, L.L.D., F.B.S., &c, &c, &c, by the most Hon. Alergnon, 
Lord Prudhoe, (his brother,) a Peer of the realm, and Captain of the 
Boyal Navy. Eev. Christopher Seed, M. A., Vicar; Eev. Wm. 
Mark, B. A., Lecturer. Churchwardens. — George Marshall, Nich. 
Fen wick, Michael Eobson, Joseph Laing, jun., John Tinley, vestry 
clerk. John Green, architect." On the reverse side of the plate, his 
grace's arms were engraved in full, with the coronet on the right and 
the crescent on the left side, and the arms of the borough of Tyne- 
mouth below. Mr. Benj. Green, architect, in presenting the silver 
trowel, apologized to his lordship for the absence of his father, who, 
he said, was indisposed ; his lordship at the same time, expressing his 
sorrow at his not being able to be present on the occasion. Mr. M. 
Eobson, Mr. Tinley, and Mr. Laing, sen., severally presented the 
mallet, level, and plumb. Mr. Eippon then submitted the plans of 
the building to his lordship, the whole of which he carefully examined, 
and expressed his satisfaction and approbation of the church. After 
these ceremonies had been gone through, the rev. the vicar of Tyne- 
mouth delivered an appropriate address, at the conclusion of which 
the procession proceeded to the vicarage, where his lordship and the 
other gentlemen partook of an elegant cold collation. About seventy 
gentlemen sat down to dinner on the occasion at the Northumberland 
arms, John Fenwick, esq., of Preston villa, in the chair. — Local 
Papers, 

1834 (Sep. 24). — A shark eight feet in length, was caught in the 
salmon nets on the shore below the Magdalen fields, near Berwick. 
It was about three years of age ; and when caught, it was found that 
a crab, or as some call them, a parten, had made free with one of its 
eyes, which it had dragged out, and was found with its claws fastened 
in the orifice. — Ibid. 

September. — This month, an order in council declaring the port of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, to be a fit and proper port for the importation 
of goods from places within the limits of the East India Company's 
charter, was duly announced in the London Gazette. — Ibid. 

October 3. — Died, at his house in Eidley place, Newcastle, Thomas 
Thompson, esq., organist of St. Nicholas' church, aged 57. To the 
most honourable and upright feelings, he added great sauvity of 
manners, while the gentleness of his disposition, and a constant 
willingness to oblige, rendered him a favourite companion, and a 
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sincere and intelligent friend. As a teacher of music he was emin- 
ently successful. His compositions for the piano-forte, and his exe- 
cution on that instrument, evinced how deeply he had studied, and 
how much he had benefitted by the excellent musical education he 
had received. His early taste for music was assiduously promoted 
by his father, who placed him under Clementi, and other masters of 
great eminence. Mr. Thompson played the organ at All Saints* 
church when 15 years of age, and had, for nearly forty years, been 
organist of St. Nicholas 1 . The voluntaries of his own composition 
breathed the very soul of music, and spoke a language almost divine. 
The excellent choir in that church owed much to Mr. Thompson's 
able and unremitting exertions ; and the members of the choir evinced 
their sense of Mr. Thompson's services, and their regard for his 
character by presenting him with a piece of plate. On Tuesday 
forenoon, October 7th, the remains of Mr. Thompson were interred in 
the south side of the cemetery of St. John's church. — Local Papers. 

J 834 (Oct. 4). — The Newcastle Press (a newspaper), was discon- 
tinued after an existence of 15 months. — Ibid. 

Same day, a bricklayer's labourer, named Bowser, who had lighted 
his pipe at the fire of a locomotive engine which was passing along the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway, near Houghton, while attempting 
to get off at the time another engine was passing along the other line 
of way, had one of his legs nearly severed from his body. The unfor- 
tunate man was immediately removed to Darlington, where two sur- 
geons were called in, but he expired before any remedy could be 
attempted . — Ibid. 

A serious accident happened this day, at Springwell colliery, near 
Eighton Banks, the property of lord Ravensworth and partners, by 
the falling of a heavy piece of timber down the pit, which alighted 
upon a scaffold, or " cradle," on which were standing, in the act of 
repairing the shaft, William Puncheon, brakesman, and John Smith 
wasteman, the weight of which precipitated them to the bottom, a 
depth of thirty fathoms, and dreadful to relate, they were both killed 
upon the spot. No blame attached to any person. The sufferers were 
steady men, and much respected by their employers. Puncheon left 
a widow and six children to lament his untimely end. Verdict — acci- 
dental death. Deodand, 5s. — Ibid. 

October 6. — That beautiful phenomenon the aurora borealis, was 
observed from Newcastle and neighbourhood in the evening between 
8 and 9 o'clock, occupying a considerable portion of the northern 
hemisphere. — Ibid. 

October 10. — Friday morning the neighbourhood of Jesmond vale, 
near Newcastle, was thrown into the greatest consternation by the 
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explosion of the steam boiler connected with the engine of Mr. Ren- 
noldson's flour mill, situated on the Ouse burn. A workman, named 
John Montague, had the charge of the engine, and had been in 
that capacity upwards of eight years. On the morning in question, 
he came as usual to his employment, about six o'clock,, and proceeded 
to put the fire in order, and set the machinery in motion, two lads 
haying previously forwarded the work for him, supposing that a suffi- 
ciency of water had been supplied to the boiler on the preceding 
night. On his arrival, however, they quitted the engine-house, and 
proceeded to the mill adjoining. In less than five miimtes afterwards 
a most terrific explosion took place, the roof and walls of the building 
having been carried away many yards* The unfortunate engineman 
was killed on the spot ; and such was the force of the explosion, that 
the greater portion of the boiler was thrown at least fifty yards from 
the building. The boys escaped unhurt. The remains of the unfor- 
tunate man were removed to a contiguous situation, and at two 
o'clock an inquest was held on the body, at the Blue Bell, Jesmond 
vale, before Stephen Reed, esq., coroner, when Mr. Rennoldson and 
two other witnesses employed on the premises were examined and 
after minute enquiry, a verdict to the following effect was returned : 
— "that the deceased met his death by the bursting of a steam- 
boiler, but that due attention had not been paid by him to supply the 
same with water." The engine was a high pressure engine, thirty feet 
in length, and extremely strong in its manufacture. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Oct). — This month, the first course of lectures delivered 
in the Newcastle upon Tyne School of Medicine and Surgery com- 
menced. The establishment of provincial medical schools became 
essential when the system of medical apprenticeship was retained 
in such an age of improvement as the present. The absurdity of 
confining a young man for several years to the work of a shopman 
as a means of qualifying him for a liberal profession, would not fail 
to be perceived ; and Newcastle offers many facilities for the support 
of a medical school. Accordingly in the year 1833, Drs. Fife and 
Knott, and Mr. Frazer conceived the project of establishing a med- 
ical school in that town : they communicated on the subject with 
Messrs. John Fife, H. €L Potter and D. McAllum, who joined 
them in the first course, delivered in Bell's court auction room, 
in the ensuing winte*. After this the hall of the Barbed sur- 
geons was rented of that company, and fitted up for the purpose 
of a school. A dissecting room and laboratory, and a lecture room 
were formed on the ground floor, and the hall of meeting was con- 
verted into an anatomical museum. The corporation gave «£100, 
£50 were received from the duke of Northumberland, and £%Q 
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from sir M. W. Ridley towards the formation of an anatomical 
museum. The school was recognised as qualified to teach the re- 
spective branches of medical education by the college of surgeons 
and apothecaries company, two years after its formation ; and more 
recently by the London university. Indeed so for as qualification 
is concerned, this institution stands precisely on u par with the prin- 
cipal English medioal schools. The museum of auatoiny, comparative 
anatomy, and pathology will be found well worthy of a visit by those 
who have overcome the terrors of our grandmothers for skeletons; 
and contains indeed a valuable and curious collection. This museum 
is indeed a wonderful trophy of the professional spirit and persever- 
ance of the medical lecturers who have contributed the whole of the 
fees received from the pupils to this purpose. The museum has been 
formed in the first place under -the superintendence of Mr. Common, 
and more recently under that of Dr. Embleton. The pathological 
preparations have, many of them, been contributed by medical men 
unconnected with the school.* In general about 30 pupils attend 
the various courses. The present lecturers are in the order of seniority, 
— Mr. Potter (operative surgery), — Mr. W. Dawson (Midwifery), — 
Dr. Elliot (Materia Medica), — Dr. Glover (Medical Jurisprudence), 
— Dr. Embleton (Anatomy), — Dr. Charlton (Practice of Physic), — 
Dr. Nicholson (Anatomy and Medical Jurisprudence), — Mr. Rayne 
(Operative Surgery), and Messrs. Shield and Barkas, demonstrators. 
The chairs of Surgery and Chemistry are at present (1 844) vacant by 

* An attempt has alio been made by Dr. Glover to form a collection of spei.-iiiii.-ns 
of chemical matiufactui-i's, connected with the town end neighbourhood. 
VOL. IV. 2 F 



218 LOCAL HISTORIANS [a. D. 1834. 

the resignation of sir J. Fife, and Dr. Glover. There are also three 
non-medical lecturers: — Mr. Thornhill on Botany, Mr. Snape on 
Mathematics, and Mr. King on Geology. — MS. Col. 

1834 (Oct. 8). — A meeting was held at Sunderland, W. R. Clanny, 
esq., M. D. in the chair, when " The Sunderland Literary and Philo- 
sophical Society " was established. — Mackenzie # Boss* Dur. 

October 10. — The Newcastle and Northumberland Yoemanry Cav- 
alry were reviewed on the Town moor by major White, of the 7th 
Hussars who, after putting the troops through a great variety of evolu- 
tions, formed them into a hollow square, where he addressed colonel 
Bell at considerable length, and spoke in very high terms of the disci- 
pline and soldier like appearance of the regiment. On the following 
morning the dismounted troops of the Northumberland and Newcastle 
volunteers, accompanied by their band, went down in a steam boat 
to the Long Sands, Cullercoats, to fire for the gold and silver medals 
given by lieut.-colonel Bell, M. P. The gold medal was won by Mr. 
John Metcalfe, private ; the silver medal by serjeant Bulloch, after 
which the troops returned by land to Newcastle. — Local Papers. 

October 16.— At Nogley House, near Framlington, as Mr. R. 
Young was burning a quantity of rubbish, some of the sparks unfor- 
tunately got on the roof of the house, and in a short time it was 
burnt to the ground. The wind was blowing remarkably fresh at 
the time, which doubtless hastened the conflagration. — Ibid. 

October 31. — Friday, the pitmen and other workmen employed 
in Gordon colliery, on the Tees, to the number of two hundred, were 
regaled by the owners with a dinner of roast beef, plum pudding, 
ale, &c, in commemoration of their having recently won an exten- 
sive field of six feet seam coal, of superior quality, at the depth 
of thirty-three fathoms. — Ibid. 

October 31. — Died, at his house, in Percy-street, Newcastle, in the 
60th year of his age, Mr. John Bruce. For upwards of forty years 
he filled the arduous situation of a teacher of youth, first in Alnwick, 
his native place, and then in Newcastle, without a week's respite from 
labour, except at the usual vacations, with the most distinguished 
ability and success ; and at the close of his career, he had, in conjunc- 
tion with his son, the rev. J. C. Bruce, the direction of one of the most 
extensive and flourishing seminaries in the north of England. The 
deceased possessed an enlarged and cultivated understanding, and had 
the comparatively rare faculty of communicating every variety of 
learning to every variety of intellect, in a manner which at once 
secured the respect and affection of the pupil ; and so eminently suc- 
cessful has he been as a public instructor, that a considerable portion 
of those persons who are now filling influential and important situa- 
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tions in this district of the country, have been his pupils, and acknow- 
ledge with gratitude their obligations to their departed preceptor. 
To Mr. Bruce the public are indebted for one of the most popular 
works in the language on Geography and Astronomy. He is also 
known as the author of an Historical and Biographical Atlas, and as 
the friend and biographer of the celebrated Dr. Hutton. But the 
character of Mr. Bruce must not be contemplated in a bare profess- 
ional point of view. In him was verified the declaration of the royal 
preacher, " Through desire a man having separated himself, seeketh 
and intermeddleth with all wisdom." And in him the various 
religious, benevolent, and literary institutions of the age found a 
valuable friend and an efficient supporter. It is superfluous to spe- 
cify particulars in this connection, for the deceased spread his influ- 
ence over a considerable portion of the field of benevolence and 
intellect, and there are few institutions in this neighbourhood con- 
nected with the temporal or eternal interests of mankind, which did 
not rank Mr. Bruce among their supporters and warmest friends. 
His remains were interred at the Westgate hill cemetery on the 5th 
of November, and, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, 
the ceremony assumed the appearance of a public funeral. Several 
dissenting and Wesleyan ministers of the town — one of the latter 
of whom was one of his first pupils before his residence in New- 
castle — the kirk session of the Clavering place chapel, the committee 
and several members of the Bible Society (of which he was one of 
the secretaries), persons connected with the Missionary and Literary 
and Philosophical Societies, together with a number of gentlemen 
who had been pupils of the deceased, joined the procession, and 
evinced their respect to the memory of a man who, while living, 
they esteemed, and whose death they deplored as a general loss to 
society. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Oct. 31). — About ten o'clock at night, James Fairly, an 
Irish labourer, who resided in the Mill entry, at the head of the Side, 
Newcastle, was found apparently lifeless, lying against a wall near 
Walker, Parker, and Co.'s shot factory at Low Elswick, with severe 
wounds on his face and head. He was taken to the Imfirmary and 
was then dead. An inquest was held on the body by George W. 
Cram, esq., coroner. From the evidence of the deceased's wife it 
appeared that she was employed at the Shot Factoty, and had been 
attending an annual supper given to the work people of that estab- 
lishment, when her husband came for her, and he, a man of the name 
of Thomas Martin, an Irish labourer employed at the Factory, who 
resides in Pipewellgate, Gateshead, and herself, came away together 
between nine and ten o'clock — that her husband found great fault 
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with her for staying so late, and threatened to strike her, but that 
Martin said he had better let her alone till he reached his own house 
and then he might do as he liked — that she left them talking 
together and went on — that after remaining half an hour at home, 
she went in search of her husband and heard that a man had been 
carried to the Infirmary, who turned out to be James Fairly. The 
jury returned a verdict of manslaughter against Thomas Martin; 
the coroner immediately issued a warrant for his apprehension, but 
he had absconded. The magistrates offered a reward of 20 guineas 
for his apprehension. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Oct.) — This month, the new line of road leading from Belsay 
fir-plantation to Otterburn, was opened to the public. This desirable 
undertaking greatly lessens the distance between Newcastle and Edin- 
burgh, being now only 98 miles. It will also be the levelest line, as 
the alterations now completed, cut off the heavy banks near Elsdon, 
Otterburn, &c. — Ibid. 

This year, a gold medal, with a suitable inscription, was trans- 
mitted by the French government, accompanied with a highly com- 
plimentary letter from the minister of marine, to lieutenant Saunders, 
B.N., of Alnwick, (late in command of the coast guard at Newton) 
for his meritorious exertions, with the men under his command, in 
saving several French vessels and their crews, off the coast of Newton, 
in the tremendous gales in the latter end of August and 1st Septem- 
ber of the preceding year. — Ibid. 

November 5. — Wednesday evening, the Tyne rose to an unusual 
height in consequence of heavy rains in the west. The whole of the 
flats about Dunstan and Derwenthaugh were completely flooded, 
but no material damage was done. — Ibid. 

November 10. — Monday, Mr. Green ascended with his balloon 
from Tyne street, North Shields, at three o'clock. It was announced 
that Mr. Brown from Sunderland, would accompany him ; but in 
consequence of a deficiency of gas, Mr. G. durst not attach his car 
to the balloon, and being determined to ascend, though dissuaded 
from it, he went up astride a rope in a beautiful and majestic man- 
ner, and in about four minutes alighted in the river near Howdon, 
from which situation he was rescued by some souHermen, and landed 
at Howdon. — Ibid. 

November 11. — An inquest was held at Ebchester, on the body of 
Isabella Browell. From the evidence adduced, it appeared that on 
the day preceding, William Ward, parish clerk, an old man nearly 
eighty years of age, was in his dwelling house at Ebchester, trying 
a gun, not knowing it was loaded, when he discharged it, and the 
contents lodged in the body of the deceased, his grand-daughter, 
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and instantly killed her. Verdict — accidental death. — Local Papers. 
1834 (Nov.) — This month, the following extraordinary oircumstanoe 
took place on Williamson Fell, the western extremity of Northumber- 
land : — Mr J. Gill, whilst sporting over the manor of his father, Harry 
Gill, Esq., of Williamson, Enaresdale, eat down to rest, when his atten- 
tion was arrested by a moor-cook falling dead at his feet. On looking 
up, he observed an immense eagle hovering near, at which he immedi- 
ately fired, and winged it. The monarch of the air, on being approach- 
ed, and being unable to effect its escape by flight, gave battle, and was 
only captured after a hard struggle. The young gentleman, having 
overcome his antagonist, took him by the neck, threw him over his 
shoulder, and carried him to his father's residence. It was discovered, 
on examining the moor-cook, that the eagle had struck its head off 
with his talons, whilst hovering in the air. — Ibid. 

IS were commenced at St. Andrew's church, 
e, on the evening of Sunday, November 
34, by the rev. William Dodd, the incum- 
sisted by the rev. Thomas Ilderton, his 
The sittings are free to the public at nights 
le lectures. — Ibid. 

iber 18. — The foundation stone of the new 
t Stockton, was kid by Charles Thorpe, 
u . v., the venerable the archdeacon of Durham, 
accompanied and assisted by the mayor and corporation of Stock- 
ton, the magistrates, the incumbent clergy, and the committee 
appointed for superintending the building. The procession moved 
from the Town hall at a quarter past eleven o'clock to the parish 
church, where divine service was performed ; after which it proceeded 
to the new building, where the ceremony took place. The weather 
was remarkably favourable, and there was a vast concourse of spec- 
tators assembled on the occasion. After the ceremony was ended, 
the procession returned to the town-hall, where a cold collation was 
provided by the corporation, consisting of every delicacy the season 
could afford. — Ibid. 

November 23. — Died, at his fathers house, in Albion place, New- 
castle, after a protracted illness, in his 20th year, John Trotter, 
eldest son of John Trotter Brocket!, esq. In him was found intel- 
lectual acquirements of the highest order, and to an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the fine arte, in the cultivation and relish of which, 
for his years, he had few superiors, was united an extensive know- 
ledge of northern literature, and of antiquarian subjects in general. 
— Ibid. 
November 24. — The beadle of St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, hav- 
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ing been apprised that a corpse (at any rate a coffin) would be sent by 
the Ardincaple, for interment ; accordingly, on the above day, a box, 
directed " A Passenger," was taken to his house, containing a splen- 
did coffin which was interred at 9 o'clock next morning, in the most 
private manner, and without the tolling of any bell. The entry made 
in the register is "Helen Tatlock, Aberdeen." The only reason 
given for all this, was, that the woman had requested not to be 
buried in Scotland. — Local Papers. 

1834 (Nov. 24.) — An explosion of hydrogen gas took place at St. 
Lawrence colliery, near Newcastle, which deprived of life three indus- 
trious individuals. It appears that about six o'clock that night, 
Thomas Hedley, a master mason, living at Heaton, Bobert Watson 
(his cousin), also a mason at Bigge's main, and John Gray, of Byker 
bar, a shifter belonging the colliery, descended the mine for the pur- 
pose of putting up two brick stoppings to close part of the workings 
of the pit. About ten o'clock the explosion took place, and immed- 
iately afterwards the bodies of all the three were found in a dread- 
fully mangled state. It is supposed that they had nearly finished 
their work, and Hedley had taken a candle to examine the same, and 
having reached too far over with it, occasioned the explosion. In 
confirmation of this, it is known that Hedley was in the habit of using 
his left hand, and his left arm and hand were most dreadfully scorched. 
Hedley left eight children, and a wife far advanced in pregnancy, 
Watson a wife and three children, and Gray a wife and five chil- 
dren.— iJirf. 

Same day, Thomas Martin, William Witty, John Berrick, and a 
boy named John Howe, were killed at Hartley colliery, by the break- 
ing of the rope in descending the shaft. Verdict — accidental death. 
Deodand on the rope, Is. No blame attached to any person con- 
nected with the colliery. The unfortunate men were much respected 
by their employers. They left three widows and ten children to 
lament their untimely fate. — Ibid. • 

December 1. — Monday evening, the Duke of Wellington steam- 
boat was proceeding from Newcastle to Shields, having eighteen 
passengers on board, with a strong ebb tide running, and the wind 
blowing fresh : when within a quarter of a mile of Whitley point a 
schooner was seen to drop her anchor in the middle of the channel, 
and the steersman of the steam boat, instead of attempting to go to 
the south of the schooner, or laying too until the passage was cleared, 
altered his course to the north, and attempted to run between the 
ships lying moored to the shore, although he was well aware that 
he would have to cross their ropes. The night was dark, and they 
were going with such velocity, that a ship's warp, which was moored 
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to the geers of Hotspur staith, was not discovered until they were 
close upon it. Mr. George Tuck, a master of a ship, was luckily 
standing near the bows, and instantly cried out to the passengers to 
lie down for the rope to pass over them, which they had scarcely got 
done when the boat struck the warp with great violence, which caused 
it to fly upwards, and the boat having great way, was forced under 
the warp, which tore every thing that came in contact with it. The 
chimney, engine-house, winch, and the rails, were all swept off. One 
unfortunate person, of the name of John Charlton, had either not 
understood the danger, or not attended to the order to lie down, but 
was sitting on the seat, when he received such a blow on the cheek, 
as they passed under the rope, as to cause his instant death. T*vo 
females were also much injured, and the steersman was thrown with 
great violence under the tiller. To the exertions of Mr. Tuck, and 
also Mr. H. R. Roddam, in restoring order among the passengers, 
who were nearly frantic with fright, was to be ascribed the limited 
extent of the loss. — Local Papers, 

1834 (Dec. 6). — During the night of this day, (Saturday), two 
thieves secreted themselves in the cellar of Mrs. Lamb, Garrick's 
head, Cloth-market, Newcastle, where they were locked in ; and not 
having been able to force their way out were discovered the following 
morning and taken into custody. They had regaled themselves very 
plentifully with ale, and whether from wantonness, or from the over- 
powering effects of the intoxicating beverage, allowed the contents of 
a £ask to waste on the cellar floor. They had also concealed gn their 
persons a quantity of tobacco which had been deposited in the cellar. 
— Ibid. 

December 23. — In the evening, a special general meeting of the 
Natural History Society of Newcastle, Northumberland and Durham, 
was held in the Antiquarian Society's room in the new building, the 
right hon. lord Prudhoe in the chair (his grace the duke of Northum- 
berland having been prevented from attending in consequence of in- 
disposition), when a report of the state of the funds for the erection 
of the building was read, and a number of resolutions were agreed to, 
on the motion of sir M. W. Ridley, bart., M. P., M. Bell, esq., M. P., 
C. Ellison, esq., C. W. Bigge, esq., 1 Rev. R. H. Brandling, C. J. Bigge, 
esq., &c. A portion of an interesting paper, by John Buddie, esq., was 
then read, containing a proposal and detail plan for making the society 
a place of deposit for mining records. Mr. B. pointed out the many 
advantages which would arise from the formation of such a collection, 
and gave a specimen of the description of records which he thought 
would be most useful, comprising a detail of the leading particulars 
connected with the working of Wallsend colliery from its commence- 
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ment to the present time. The essay seemed to give great satisfaction 
to the meeting, and will in all probability lead to a new era in connec- 
tion with mining operations. — A public meeting was held at the As- 
sembly-rooms to celebrate the opening of the new building in the 
evening, when upwards of one hundred gentlemen eat down, the mayor 
of Newcastle (J. L. Hood, esq.) in the chair.— Local Papers. 

1834 (December SO).— The family of Mr. Robert Jackson, of 
New Eivct, Durham, were fortunately preserved from impending des- 
truction by the barking and howling of a favourite dog. This trusty 
animal observing two clothes horses on fire after the family had retired 
to rest, sagaciously gave the alarm. — Ibid. 

The Methodist new connexion chapel Gateshead, founded. The 
register of births and baptisms, extending from 1834 to 1837- — Sep. 
of Pari. Com. 

The new Roman Catholic Chapel, in Bridge street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, was commenced building this year. — Local Papers. 

August 5.* — Died, at Hartlepool, Durham, Edward Dixon, esq., 
aged 24. He was the fourth son of Samuel Dixon, esq., of Grassing- 
ton, Yorkshire, and nephew of the late R. H. Mc Donald, esq., of 
Durham. Mr. Dixon's family (Dixon of Beeston) is one of consider- 
able antiquity, having been located at Beeston in Yorkshire for several 
centuries, and being also the representative of the very ancient line of 
the De Beistons ; the last of whom, Dorothy de Beiston, who died in 
1635, married his ancestor Ralph Dixon, esq., and from the eldest 
son of .which marriage Mr. Dixon was descended. — TAoresbys Duea- 
tut Leodiensis. Local Papers, <Scc. 

• Omitted on page 304. 



CHAPTER X. 




N the general election which took place in 
January 1835, there were four candidates 
for the representation of Newcastle, viz : — 
sir M. W. Ridley, bart., of Blagdon; Wil- 
liam Ord, esq., of Whitfield ; John Hodg- 
son, esq., of Elswick, and James Aytoun, 
esq. On Monday the 5th, John Mellar 
Chapman, esq., sheriff of Newcastle, opened 
the business of nomination. The polling 
commenced on the morning of Tuesday the 
6th, and closed on the following day, at four o'clock. On Thursday 
the 8th at twelve o'clock, the sheriff declared the poll to be, for W, 
Ord, esq., 1844 ; sir M. W. Ridley, 1500 ; John Hodgson, esq., 
1257; James Aytoun, esq., .988. On leaving the hustings, sir M. 
W. Ridley was most brutally assailed with missiles ; while proceeding 
through the streets in his carriage, preceded by his band, near the 
Mansion-house, in the Close, an attack was made upon the band, and 
one of his colours was torn down. At the foot of the Side another 
of his colours was demolished, and a large piece of coal was thrown 
into his carriage. Sir Matthew then ordered the postillions to move 
forward, and they proceeded at a rapid pace to the Queen's head 
where he alighted. 

The representation of South Shields was contested by Robert Ing- 
ham, esq., and R. Bowlby, esq. At the close of the poll, the numbers 
were, for Mr. Ingham, 273, and for Mr. Bowlby, 128. 

At Sunderland, the numbers stood at the close of the poll on the 
7th :— Aid. Thompson, 844 ; Mr. Barclay, 709 ; Sir Wm. Chaytor, 
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The Berwick election terminated as follows: — Bradshaw, 410; 
sir R. Donkin, 350 ; sir F. Blake, 337. 

Durham city election began on Thursday the 8th, and the polling 
on Monday the 12th, and was carried on with great spirit until within 
half an hour of closing the poll on the second day, when the distur- 
bance became so great, that the mayor was obliged to adjourn the 
poll until the following day at nine o'clock, when after being kept up 
half an hour, the numbers were declared by the mayor as follows : — 
Mr. Trevor, 473 ; Mr. Harland, 433 ; Mr. Granger, 350. The two 
former gentlemen were afterwards chaired in the usual form. — Local 
Papers. 

1835 (Jan. 8). — Died, at his residence, Swinburne place, Newcastle, 
aged 37, the rev. James Taylor, incumbent of St. John's church, with 
Ben well. Mr. Taylor was of that class of ministers of the established 
church called evangelical, and the diligent and faithful manner in 
which he discharged his official duties, especially his attention to 
the sick and poor, and the labour he bestowed upon the young, 
created for him a high degree of respect, and occasioned his loss to be 
deeply lamented. During the period when the cholera visited this 
neighbourhood, Mr. Taylor was one of the most fearless and zealous 
in administering spiritual aid to its victims. Some of his last efforts 
to do good were the gratuitous establishment of a Tuesday evening 
lecture, and in originating a plan for the erection of a new school 
in his parish, for the education of 1000 children on the Madras 
system. His remains were interred in St. John's church, followed 
by numerous friends and nearly all the clergy of the town, the com- 
mittee of the church missionary society, and the teachers of the 
Sunday schools. — Ibid. 

January 13. — Died at his house, in Clav- 
ering-place, in this town, in the 81st year 
of his age, Robert Hopper Williamson, 
esq., Barrister-Lit. law, Temporal Chancellor 
I of the county of Durham. Mr. "William- 
son, was descended from the respectable 
family of Hopper, of the county Palatine, 
and marrying the heiress of Dr. William- 
son, of Whickhara, he assumed her name 
in addition to his own. In 1704, he was 
elected Recorder of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
which important office he filled with the most distinguished ability 
until the death of Mrs. Williamson, in 1829, when he tendered his 
resignation. On the death of Sir Samuel Romilly, Dr. Barrington, 
the Bishop of Durham, appointed him Temporal Chancellor of the 
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county Palatine. This appointment was unsolicited on the part of 
Mr. Williamson, and reflected the highest credit on the Bishop, who, 
regardless of political sentiments, sought out a man every way fitted 
" truly and indifferently " to administer the justice of the country. 
For many years Mr. Williamson practised as a chamber counsel in 
Newcastle, and no man has ever had his opinion upon the great and 
various questions submitted to his consideration more implicitly 
deferred to — learned among the learned — patient and indefatigable 
in all his researches, his opinions had the moral force and influence 
of judicial decisions — an honor which has been conceded to no other 
jurisconsult of his time, with the exception of Mr. Fearne and Mr. 
Bell. It is not uncommon to find lawyers eminent in one branch of 
legal knowledge, but Mr. Williamson was great in every department 
of jurisprudence. As a tenure lawyer and conveyancer he was at the 
head of the profession. In common law and in equity he maintained 
a first position. He was an accomplished special pleader and equity 
draftsman. And although in matters cognizable by the civil and 
canon law, he always expressed himself with great modesty and 
diffidence, yet he displayed all the characteristics of a master mind. 
As a magistrate and a judge he maintained the purity of the ermine 
and the character of the bench. His last sessions, as chancellor, will 
long be remembered for one of the most elaborate and splendid judge- 
ments ever delivered in the Palatinate. In private life he was kind, 
affectionate, amiable. His house was the abode of peace — and he 
was a liberal benefactor to many whose misfortunes solicited his 
aid. In politics, he was a whig of the old school — and he attended 
the polling-booth, at the recent election for Newcastle, and polled a 
plumper for sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., declaring that this act 
would, as it proved, be the last public action of his life. The energies 
of his mind, and the strength of his faculties, remained in full play and 
vigour to the last ; and he passed his fourscore years and to the tomb, 
without being subject to any of those senilities which so generally 
mark the great age to which he had the happiness to attain. — 
On Tuesday the 20th, his remains were interred at Whickham, with 
great respect ; the members of the corporation, gentlemen of the 
legal profession, &c, occupying upwards of forty carriages, having 
followed the hearse, notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather. 
— Local Papers. 

1835 (Jan. 14). — The drivers of three carts, in the neighbourhood 
of Longhorsdey, Northumberland, agreed to run a race, and drove at 
a furious rate until within a short distance of Whomleyburn, when the 
carts came in contact with each other, and with a laden cart, which 
they met, when the latter and one of the former were upset, and 
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a man named George Taylor, of Rothbury, was killed on the spot, 
and his daughter, who was in the cart with him. narrowly escaped 
the same fate; she was dreadfully bruised and much cut. — Local 
Papers. 

1835 (Jan. 16). — The town of Hexham was lighted with gas, for 
the first time. In celebration of the event, the directors and share- 
holders of the Gas works, accompanied by several of their friends, 
met at the Gas works, at half-past four o'clock, and marched in 
procession round the town, preceded by a band of music, after which 
they dined together at the Black Bull inn, R. Stokoe, esq., in the 
chair. — Ibid. 

January 17. — Died, the rev. Anthony 
Hedley, of Chesterholme, M. A., aged 57. 
The announcement of the sudden and pre- 
mature departure of this excellent man, was 
received with heartfelt sorrow by his nu- 
merous friends in Newcastle, throughout the 
north of England, and by all who came 
within the sphere of his usefulness, and wit- 
nessed his many public and private virtues, 
the loss which his family and society has sus- 
tained will be long and deeply deplored. In 
successively exercising the duties of a parish priest at Gateshead, St. 
John Lee, Hexham, Whelpington, and Whitfield, he laboured with a 
sincerity, industry, and efficiency, rarely equalled. Mr. Hedley devo- 
ted much of his time to visiting and instructing the poor at their own 
houses. Nor did the establishment alone rejoice in his labours. " At 
that time," (1810) says a correspondent to the Newcastle Magazine, 
" the dissenters of Hexham were attracted by a voice which sounded 
vehemently from St. John Lee to the neighbouring parishes ; " and 
the writer (himself a dissenter) adds, in expatiating on his merits 
" they forgot those minor differences which separate ohurchmen from 
dissenters." To the education of the children in the several parochial 
schools placed under his care, Mr. Hedley not only largely contributed 
by pecuniary support, but added the still greater benefit of his regular 
and active personal superintendence. The poor, also, had their tem- 
poral, as well as spiritual, wants supplied ; and in severe winters came 
many miles to receive his well bestowed and liberal bounty. In the 
pulpit he was a clear, eloquent, and practical expounder of Divine 
Truth, suiting his discourses to the circumstances and capacity of his 
hearers ; and exemplifying, by the blameless simplicity, unsullied in- 
tegrity, and unwearied benevolence of his own life, the character of a 
faithful and apostolical servant of Jesus Christ. His character, thus 



A. D. 1835.] TABLE BOOK. 229 

adorned with Christian graces, was also enriched by literary talents 
and antiquarian research, which he chiefly devoted to subjects of local 
interest, and furnished many valuable contributions to the Archaelogia 
iEliana, to sir Walter Scott's Antiquarian Works, to Hodgson's 
elaborate History of Northumberland, the Newcastle Magazine, and 
other publications. His extensive library was peculiarly rich in local 
works, and his MS. collections, and his residence of Chesterholme, by 
the beauty of its antiquarian villa and romantic grounds, will remain 
a lasting monument of his taste. Mr. Hedley's virtues in the several 
relations of domestic life, as a husband, a father, and a master, can 
only be valued by those who cherish the happy remembrance of them. 
In a numerous and extensive circle of friends, he was not only respec- 
ted and esteemed — he wag honoured and beloved. The suavity of his 
manners, the liveliness of his disposition, the exhaustless stores of his 
cultivated and capacious mind, threw a charm over his society which 
drew all hearts towards him, and made him as much the welcome 
visitor of the great, as he was the intelligent companion of the 
learned, and the kind and condescending friend and adviser of the 
poor. Mr. Hedley was through life an able and consistent friend 
to liberal measures in politics, and though his merits both as a 
clergyman and as a man were well known in highly influential quar- 
ters, and voluntary offers of patronage made to him by the late 
chancellor ; he pursued too plain and unostentatious a path of duty 
to reap the benefits which forward and aspiring minds so frequently 
strive for and obtain. — Local Papers. 

1835 (Jan. 20). — A fire broke out in one of the glass-houses of sir M. 
W. Ridley, bart. and Co., near Newcastle, but being discovered before 
it had made much progress, and an engine which is kept continually 
on the spot, being brought into immediate effect, the fire was extin- 
guished, fortunately without doing material injury. Scarcely, how- 
ever, had an hour elapsed, when a second fire broke out in the same 
building, in an opposite direction ; but which, also, by prompt exer- 
tion, was got under, without doing much damage. Had it happened 
in the night the consequences might have been serious. — Ibid. 

January 26. — Early on the morning of this day (Monday), a daring 
burglary was committed at the house of Mr. Crighton, solicitor, in 
Eldon-place, Newcastle. Between three and four o'clock, Mr. 
Crighton was alarmed by hearing a noise in the lower part of his 
house, and having procured a light, and armed himself with a poker, 
he proceeded down stairs to ascertain the cause ; but on reaching the 
passage, his light was blown out by the wind, and almost at the same 
instant a man rushed out of the dining-room. A scuffle then ensued 
between them, during which Mr. Crighton struck the thief some 
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severe blows with the poker, but in return received several bruises, 
and had the end of one of his fingers bitten off. The thief, however, 
unfortunately effected his escape through the back door. An alarm 
was instantly given, and the assistance of some of the neighbours and 
the watchman having been procured, a strict search was made, but no 
trace of the depredator could be met with. On examining the back 
parlour it appeared that the thief had put up some of Mr. (Brighton's 
clothes into a bundle and had helped himself to some wine and cake : 
he was supposed to have entered by the window. In his hurry he left 
his hat, shoes, and apron behind him. — Local Papers. 

1835 (Jan. 28.) — The town of Houghton-Ie-Spring, was lighted with 
gas for the first time. — Ibid. 

January 29. — Thursday, in consequence of the continued indispo- 
sition of the venerable bishop of the diocese, the lord bishop of Carlisle 
attended to consecrate the new portion of the burial ground of Tyne- 
mouth church, which had been enlarged, through the instrumentality 
and munificence of his grace the duke of Northumberland, and the 
contributions of the inhabitants of that place, On the entrance of 
his lordship into the church, the petition of the inhabitants of the 
parish of Tynemouth, praying his lordship to consecrate, and set 
apart for sepulture, the additional portion of ground, was presented 
by the vicar, and read by the registrar, to which his lordship graci- 
ously acceded, and replied, that he was prepared to proceed with 
the consecration of the same. Prayers were then read by the rev. 
the vicar — the 39th and 90th Psalms were substituted for those of 
the day of the month, together with the appropriate lessons, Gen. 
23rd, and St. John's Gospel 5th chap., v. 21. incl. to v. 30. — When 
the service in the church was over, the bishop, clergy, and con- 
gregation repaired to the new burial ground, where, after the act or 
sentence of consecration was read by the vicar, in the absence of the 
chancellor, and signed by the bishop, and ordered to be registered. 
The deportment of the large and respectable congregation who attend- 
ed, and who seemed to be deeply impressed with this truly apostolic 
and religious ceremony was truly pleasing. — Ibid. 

January 4 — This month, as a drove of fat oxen were passing along 
the Durham new line of road, and when near the Gateshead arms 
public house, Low Fell, one of them a fine looking animal, supposed 
to be nearly seventy stone weight, very deliberately walked up to a 
stone wall, above seven feet high, and making a sudden spring, 
leaped completely over it, and without sustaining the least injury, 
very quietly joined some cows that were grazing in an adjoining part 
of the field.— Ibid: 

February 4. The twenty-second anniversary meeting of the 
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Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle, was held, being the first in their new 
apartment in the library of the Literary and Philosophical Society ; 
just previous to which, the collonade adjoining had been filled with 
the various Roman and other remains belonging to the Society. — 
Local Paper*. 

1835 (Feb. 4), — A remarkably neat Wesleyan chapel was opened 
at Paradise, on the Scotswood road, near Newcastle. — Ibid. 

February 5. — Thursday, Barnardoastle was lighted with gas for the 
first time; on which occasion about fifty of the shareholders dined 
at Mrs. Donkin's, Rose and Crown inn. — Ibid. 

February 6. — Alston was visited by a most tremendous storm of 
wind and rain. The wind blew almost a hurricane from the S. W. 
until two in the afternoon, when a black cloud settled over the town, 
darkening the houses and shops so as to cause a temporary suspension 
of business. This was followed by vivid flashes of lightning and peals 
of thunder, accompanied by a heavy hail shower : the warring of the 
elements was awfully terrific; Several carts both loaded and unloaded 
were blown over in passing Bent side and Hartley Burn. No lives 
were lost* — Ibid. 

February 11. — The foundation stone of the church at Seaham har- 
bour was laid by the marchioness of Londonderry, before a large and 
highly respectable company assembled for the occasion. — Ibid. 

February 12. — A letter having been received by the churchwardens 
of St. Nicholas, Newcastle,' from George Maule, esq., solicitor to the 
treasury, requiring them to call a vestry meeting of the parishioners, 
to select three of the responsible and respectable inhabitants whose 
names were to be submitted with that of the incumbent, " as trustees 
of such bounty as his majesty might be pleased to bestow upon the 
poor inhabitants of the parish, in conformity with the will of the late 
Mr. Wm. Moulton," A meeting was held accordingly in the vestry 
on the above day, when Mr. Henry Ingledew, Mr. A. L. Potter, and 
Mr. Robert Pace, were nominated as the trustees, in question. The 
property is situated in the Ship entry, and was then let for about 
,£200 a year.— Ibid. 

February 12. — A most splendid ball and supper, given by the 
bachelors of Newcastle and neighbourhood, took place at the assem- 
bly rooms, at which 304 of the fashionables of the town and adjoining 
counties were present. Twelve years had elapsed since the last bach- 
elor's ball. — Ibid. 

February 13. — About ten o'clock this morning (Friday), John Mc 
Arthur, trunk-maker, Dean-street, Newcastle, put a period to his 
existence by hanging himself with his handkerchief in his lodging- 
room. His pecuniary embarrassment appears to have led to the 
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commission of this dreadful act. The deceased left a paper on 
his table on which the following was written : — " I have been born to 
a life of trials, one thing on the back of another. Would to God, 
that I were at rest, for my life is intolerable. Whoever may so far 
befriend me will write to my brother to night, 'Mc Arthur, Newhaven, 
Edinbro' and my good friends John Mitchell, John Patterson, and to 
all who have befriended me once for all farewell ! I do also will and 
direct that my body shall be given for public dissection at Edinbro' 
for the benefit of all concerned. If not allowed by my friends, I beg 
it shall be sent to St. Ninian's church-yard, by Stirling, to be interred 
by my last, my best and only friend John Mc Arthur ." — Local Papers. 

1835 (February 14). — Saturday, the foundation stone of the New 
Docks on the north side of the Wear was laid by lady Williamson, in 
the presence of a great concourse of people. The committee and 
their friends afterwards dined at the Wheat Sheaf Inn, Monkwear- 
mouth. — Ibid. 

February 22. — On this night (Sunday) and during the whole of 
Monday, Newcastle and neighbourhood were visited by a most violent 
storm of wind accompanied on the preceding evening with a heavy 
fall of rain, which did considerable damage to the chimnies and roofs 
of a great number of houses. At the residence of Benjamin Thomp- 
son, esq., Northumberland street, a tall chimney was blown down, 
and broke in the roof of the kitchen, in which were two female 
servants, who were both severely bruised ; indeed it is a matter of 
astonishment how they escaped with life. Another stack of chimnies 
was blown over upon the roof of a house in Vine lane, which fell 
with such force upon the roof of an adjoining house, that it burst out 
the side of the upper story, in which was an aged female sitting over 
the fire, but she fortunately escaped unhurt, owing to the joists 
falling upon the gable, a little above the chimney piece. A large 
stack of chimnies on Mr. Armstrong's, woollen draper's premises, 
Mosley street, fell with a tremendous crash, and burst in nearly the 
whole of the roof on one side, several of the bricks falling into Mosley 
street. A gentleman passing had a narrow escape ; his coat was 
much torn by the falling rubbish, but happily he was not personally 
injured. Almost at the same time, a sign-board was blown down in 
Mosley street, which hit a poor boy, who was passing, and hurt him 
seriously. A stack of chimnies belonging to a house No. 3. St. John's 
lane, two in Scaife's court, and several others of minor importance, 
were more or less damaged, but no lives lost. The temporary pavilion 
of Mr. Purvis, better known as Bitty Purvis, which was erected upon 
the Parade ground, was completely shivered to atoms, and the canvas 
covering carried away by the wind. In Gateshead several buildings 
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were injured by the falling of chimnies, particularly in High street, 
Hillgate, and Pipewellgate. A glue manufactory, at Friars Goose was 
completely blown down. The ohimnies at the residence of Mr. Pea- 
cock, Wallsend, were blown down and came through the roof into 
the second story and would have been fatal to his children had they 
not just before left the room. — Local Paperi. 



B. Entrance to P]P«wellcate, Sateshead (1B14). 

1835 (Feb. 25). — The foundation stone of a new chapel in the In- 
dependent connexion was laid at Howden Pans, by E. Walters, esq., 
of Newcastle. The services were conducted by the rev. Messrs. A. 
Reed, A. Jack, and S. Blair. A large company dined together after 
the service. — Ibid. 

February. — An eagle took up his abode in the woods at Ravens- 
worth, and shewed no disposition to leave ; it was fed on entrails, &c, 
placed in the woods, and was supposed to have escaped from some 
place of confinement. — Ibid. 

An elegant miniature model of a first-rate ship of war, completely 
rigged, and carrrying 130 guns, was being exhibited in the Town-hall, 
Alnwick, at this period. The dimensions were six feet in length over 
all, by two feet extreme breadth. The upper and lower cabins were 
completely furnished, and officers, seamen, marines, band of music, 
were cleverly represented on board. The decks, &c. were planked, 
and the model was a correct representation to the most minute particu 
Jar. It had been entirely constructed by Mr. W. Hall, book-binder, 
of Berwick-upon-Tweed, and had occupied him several years. — Ibid. 

March 2. — A fire commenced in one of the lodging rooms of the 
Queen's head Inn, Darlington, owing to a person in a state of intoxi- 
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cation, who was stopping in the house, leaving his candle burning, on 
retiring to rest, which by some means communicated with the bed 
clothes which were speedily in flames ; several beds were consumed, 
and it was with some difficulty the person himself was rescued. — Local 
Papers. 

1835 (March 3). — The new chapel at Heworth was consecrated by 
the lord bishop of St. David's. — Ibid. 

March 7. — A serious accident occurred this day (Saturday) about 
1 o'clock. Two carts, each drawn by one horse, the property of Mr. 
T. Heron, farmer at Duddo, were proceeding down Dean street with 
corn, and when about half way down the street, one of them in conse- 
quence of the belly band of the trapping breaking, rushed past the 
other, and ran furiously down the street, and after it had turned the 
corner of Dean street ran over some women standing together, and 
was not stopped until it came in contact with another cart, which was 
overturned, the horse thrown down, and some people in the cart 
thrown out. These latter all escaped with trifling injuries. Two of 
the five persons run over, were killed, the others were taken to the 
Infirmary.— Ibid. 

March 9. — Monday, great interest was excited in Newcastle, and 
throughout the adjoining district, by the opening of the Newcastle 
and Carlisle railway. The morning proved uncommonly fine, and at 
an early hour numerous groups of persons were seen bending their 
steps in the direction of Blaydon, from which place the procession 
was announced to start at ten o'clock. Private carriages, coaches, 
and various other conveyances were put in requisition, to convey the 
railway tourists, and the new Scotswood-road presented a gay and 
lively scene, which had not been equalled since the opening of that 
useful approach to the town. A large white silk flag waved majesti- 
cally over the buildings of Mr. Beaumont's refinery at Blaydon, and 
numerous other flags, with inscriptions of " Prosperity to the Bail- 
way," and other appropriate mottoes, gave additional interest to the 
scene. At Blaydon, a large concourse of persons lined the roads and 
fields near the railway, and a great number of the most respectable 
and influential inhabitants of Newcastle assembled to witness the au- 
spicious commencement of this great undertaking. Tickets of admis- 
sion had been previously given to the shareholders and their friends, 
for the accommodation of nearly seven hundred persons. The mode 
in which these arrangements were made and carried into effect re- 
flected the greatest credit on the managers of the railway, and contri- 
buted to that order and regularity which forms so essential a point 
in railway conveyance. The foot-paths in various directions were dis- 
tinctly marked by groups of well-dressed pedestrians; and the river 
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also poured forth its tribute of respect to the railway, bearing on its 
surface the stately barge of the corporation, with the mayor (J. L. 
Hood, esq.), and a numerous party of friends. The slow and vener- 
able movements of Old Father Tyne, however, scarcely accord with 
the rapid movements of railway conveyance, and hence some delay 
was occasioned. At a quarter before eleven the first train of carriages 
left Blaydon, drawn by Hie Rapid locomotive engine, and was followed by 
the Comet engine, leading the second train, at six minutes before eleven. 
Both these engines were made in Newcastle ; the former by Messrs. 
Stephenson and Co., and the latter by Messrs. Hawthorn. Both en- 
gines had a load of upwards of sixty tons attached, exclusive of the 
tenders, and the successful manner in which they performed the 
journey is the best proof of the skill and talent displayed in their 
construction. The procession proceeded towards Hexham at an 
average rate of from twelve to fourteen miles an hour ; but the ar- 
rangements for supplying water being incomplete, some delay neces- 
sarily occurred. The ease and rapidity of the conveyance afforded the 
greatest pleasure to the numerous and delighted visitors, and a trium- 
phal arch, and an immense assemblage of people, welcomed the pro- 
cession at Hexham. The party of visitors who had travelled on the 
railway were invited to partake of a cold collation provided at the 
Black Bull, Wfiite Hart and Grey Bull inns in Hexham, where the 
well-supplied tables presented an ample feast to upwards of six hun- 
dred guests. At twenty minutes past three, the procession left Hex- 
ham, and returned to Blaydon in one uninterrupted trip of seventeen 
miles, in one hour and ten minutes. Throughout the whole of the 
line, the adjacent country poured forth its inhabitants, and nothing 
could exceed the interesting spectacle which the several villages and 
cottages presented. Bands of music, flags, the ringing of bells, the 
firing of cannon, and the hearty cheers of the assembled multitudes 
gave a joyous welcome to this first and auspicious journey on the New- 
castle and Carlisle railway, and the procession safely returned to Blay- 
don without any material accident occurring to lesson the enjoyment of 
the day. But three weeks, however, had elapsed, when the prospects of 
the railway received a severe check : The act of Parliament under 
which the Newcastle and Carlisle railway had been formed, prohibited 
the use of locomotive engines, at a time, be it understood, when their 
construction was such as rendered them little better than a nuisance ; 
but since the improvements in their manufacture these objections were 
wholly surmounted. In November 1834, the managers of the railway 
gave notice of application to Parliament for authority to use steam 
engines, as about seventeen miles of the road were about to be 
opened. All the landowners on the line gave their assent, except 
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Mr. C. Bacon Grey, of Styford, and on the railway being opened, and 
engines placed on it, he had recourse to the court of chancery, and 
obtained an injunction against their use. Notice to this effect was 
served on the railway directors on Saturday March 28, when the 
railway was of course laid idle. A great sensation followed. A public 
meeting was held on the subject on the 6th of April, in the Guildhall, 
Newcastle, convened by the mayor, J. L. Hood, esq., according to a 
requisition most numerously and respectably signed ; and other de- 
monstrations of popular feeling having been manifested, Mr. Grey 
eventually withdrew his opposition, and the business of the railway 
resumed. — Local Papers. 

1835 (March 9). — The neighbourhood of Barnard-castle and Brough 
was visited by a most awful storm of wind and snow. The Lord Ex- 
mouth coach, from Newcastle to Liverpool, had the greatest difficulty 
in getting up to Spittle Inn, Stainmore, which it reached soon after 
its regular time. After waiting some time, the coachman attempted 
to go to Brough, but the storm was so violent he could not proceed 
more than three or four hundred yards, when he thought it prudent 
to return to Spittle Inn, and wait until Tuesday morning, and with 
great difficulty reached Brough in the afternoon of that day, the snow 
being from six to nine feet deep. The Glasgow mail from the south 
was overturned on the previous evening, near Brough, where the guards 
exchanged their bags, and returned the same route, being seven hours 
behind their time. All intercourse from the west country was neces- 
sarily stopped for a day or two, until the roads were cut open. The 
Carlisle mail did not arrive in Newcastle until eight o'clock in the 
evening, being 6£ hours behind the regular time. — Ibid. 

March 11. — The owners of Haswell colliery, in the county of Dur- 
ham, succeeded in winning coal at the depth of 155 fathoms. The 
seam is five feet six inches in thickness and of excellent quality. The 
workmen, numbering two hundred, were regaled with roast beef and 
plum pudding. — Ibid. 

March 15. — Sunday, six adult persons received public baptism at 
Hamsterley church. — Ibid. 

March. — The workmen of Mr. R. Grainger, in digging foundations 
in the Nuns 1 field, Newcastle, for his new buildings, dug up the found- 
ations of some old buildings, and in connection with them, an ancient 
burial ground. Among other things a stone coffin, two lead coffins, 
and the decayed wood of several others were found, from three to 
four feet deep, most of them embedded in clay. From the number of 
human bones discovered, it may fairly be inferred, that it has been 
the regular place of burial of the Nun's of the order of St. Bartholo- 
mew, which takes a distinguished stand in the history of Newcastle. 
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This ground, after passing into different hands, was sold on the 
demise of sir Walter Blackett, its previous proprietor, to Mr. G. 
Anderson, in 1 783. In 1834 it was bought by Mr. R. Grainger, 
for his new markets, &c., in digging the foundations for which the 
above relics were found. Several entire skulls were also found and 
two of the most perfect were preserved. It would seem from the 
size of the bones and the thinness of the skulls, that the remains of 
the sisterhood had been chiefly buried there. — Local Papers. 

1835 (March). — The workmen commenced pulling down the old 
custom house and the houses upon the Mark quay, Sunderland, pre- 
paratory to the erection of staiths in connexion with the Sunderland 
and Durham railway. — Ibid. 

About this time a patent was granted to Mr. Joseph Price, of 
Gateshead, flint-glass manufacturer, for his invention of certain im- 
provements in railways, and in the means of transporting carriages 
from one level to another. — Ibid. 

April 12. — Sunday night about seven o'clock, the kitchen of Mr. 
Atkinson's house, in Green-court, Newcastle, was discovered to be on 
fire. The flames soon extended to the floor of a lodging room above. 
Several of the neighbours, the workmen employed in Mr. Atkinson, 
jun's. coach manufactory, and some few other individuals, repaired 
promptly to the spot, and by the use of buckets with water, &c, 
succeeded in getting the fire extinguished in little more than an hour. 
— Ibid. 

April 14. — Died, in Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, aged 100, Mary, 
mother of Mr. John Smith, victualler, of the High-bridge. — Ibid. 

April 16. — Thursday night, two wheat stacks, belonging to Mr. 
John Morris, of Dryden-place, New York, in the township of Murton, 
Northumberland, were destroyed by fire, under circumstances which 
left no doubt of its having been the act of an incendiary. — Ibid. 

April 20. — Monday, being the birth-day of his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, was celebrated as usual at Alnwick, by a public 
dinner of the inhabitants in the town-hall. On the same occasion, 
the numerous workmen employed in the erection of the new buildings 
in Hulne park, were treated with a substantial dinner and potent 
" couple ale," in plentiful supply from the castle, announcing to the 
surrounding neighbourhood their Jubillee, (the duke having attained 
his 50th year), by hoisting a large flag on Brislee tower, and another 
on a pole seventy feet high, on the most elevated part of Alnwick 
moor. — Ibid. 

May 1. — A man named Robinson, and five boys, were unfortu- 
nately killed at three o'clock on the morning, whilst in the act of 
descending the pit, at Whitley colliery, in consequence of the hook 
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which is upended to the chain not having been properly put into the 
bow of the corf which the unfortunate sufferers were in, by which 
oversight they fell from the top to the bottom of the pit, a depth of 
forty five fathoms. Verdict — Accidental death, with a deodand of 
one shilling upon the corf. — Local Papers. 

1835 (May). — Early in this month, three gentlemen from Durham 
killed in the river Coquet, near Weldon bridge, the extraordinary 
number of 575 trout, in four days, namely, on the first day, 129 ; 
on the second day, 104 ; on the third day, 156 ; and on the fourth 
166.— Ibid. 

May 4. — Monday, a fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. Rob- 
inson, cabinet-maker, at Lartington, near Barnardcastle, and in a 
short time the building, along with the dwelling-house, was burnt to 
the ground ; also a large assortment of new furniture was consumed. 
The loss was estimated at between i? 1,000 to i?2,000., no part of 
which was insured.— Ibid. 

May 5. — Tuesday morning about three o'clock, a fire broke out in 
the kitchen of the Salutation inn, at Tynemouth, which threatened 
destruction to the adjoining property, but the prompt arrival of the 
engine from the castle, and the able assistance of captain Hughes 
and lieutenant Stoney, and a number of soldiers, prevented the flames 
from doing further damage than the complete destruction of the 
kitchen. — Ibid. 

May 9. — The inhabitants of the Baptist persuasion in Broomley, 
Hindley, and the neighbouring hamlets, who, with their ancestors 
during a century and a half, had been accustomed to meet for worship 
in a large room, erected a small chapel, which was opened this day by 
the revds. Messrs. Fisher, Pengilly and Sample. — Ibid. 

May 18. — The service connected with laying the foundation stone 
of the Providence Baptist chapel, Marlborough-crescent, Newcastle, 
was attended to on the evening of this day, (Monday), when a suit- 
able address was delivered on the occasion by Mr. John Poynder, of 
Lockwood, Yorkshire. — Ibid. 

May 22. — At a public meeting of the inhabitants of the township of 
Byker, Newcastle, held this day, Friday, Robert Plummer, esq., in the 
chair, it was resolved to establish at that village, one of those valuable 
institutions, for the poorer classes — a Self Supporting Dispensary. 
The manufacturing and working population of Byker being very 
numerous, some such establishment as the one just founded, being 
evidently wanted to enable the poor to obtain advice and medicine, 
when needed, at a small cost, the institution has been from the first 
liberally patronized and promoted by a number of gentlemen, resident 
in, or connected with the neighbourhood. — Ibid. 
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1835 (May 26). — The foundation stone of a large, spacious chapel 
for the Methodist new connexion in Gateshead, was laid by G-. 
Beaumont, esq., of Halifax, on a site of ground given for that pur- 
pose by Outhbert Ellison, esq. — Local Papers. 

May 28. — Thursday being Ascension day, the right worshipful the 
mayor of Newcastle, J. L. Hood, esq., assisted by the corporate offi- 
cers, and by a party of gentlemen, proceeded, according to ancient 
custom, to survey the boundaries of the river Tyne. Soon after seven 
in the morning, the barges proceeded from the mansion-house, and on 
arriving at Shields, the company landed and partook of an excellent 
breakfast. The regatta returned again to the mansion-house at one 
o'clock. The party again landed, and the mayor, accompanied by the 
official parties, proceeded to the Sandhill, where the dismounted troop 
of the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer corps were in attend- 
ance, it being the king's birth-day. After the mayor had drunk his 
majesty's health, the soldiers fired a feu de joie, and were regaled 
with wine, the guns of the castle fired a royal salute, and the bells of 
the different churches rung many a merry peal. After this ceremony 
was over, the party again betook themselves to their aquatic proces- 
sion, and were rowed to Hedwin streams, near Newburn. In return- 
ing, they landed on the King's meadows, where races and other 
amusements took place. The festivities of the day concluded with a 
grand dinner at the Mansion-house. — Ibid. 

May 31. — Saturday, a stout, ragged, and dirty-looking man, beg- 
ging in the town of Morpeth, was taken into custody, and on his 
person was found the following amount, <£*349. Is. 7d., viz.: Bank 
Bill of British Linen Company, No. 4931, April 30, 1835, for .£125. 
5s. 8d. ; Bank of Scotland, No. 10938, April 30, 1835, for £35. ; 
Bank of Scotland, No. 10957, May 1st, 1835, for £186. 3s. lid.; 
silver, £2. ; copper, 1 2s. : his name was Robert Ferguson, a native 
of Berwick-upon-Tweed. — Ibid. 

May. — This month, an act of justice was done to George Robinson, 
Redcar pilot, who, on the 9th of December preceding, at imminent 
peril, put to sea in a small boat, and succeeded in saving the lives of 
two boys, who had been left by the life-boat, which had rescued the 
rest of the crew, lashed to the rigging of the brig Mowbray, of Sun- 
derland, which had been wrecked near the former place. A subscrip- 
tion having been entered into at Stockton to reward this heroic fellow 
for his gallant and meritorious conduct, a sufficient sum was raised to 
purchase a silver tankard, which was presented to him by R. Dickson, 
esq., in the names of the subscribers. The tankard bore an appropri- 
ate inscription. — Ibid. 

May. — Workmen were employed in removing rubbish from the 
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interior of the beautiful and romantic ruin of Finchale priory, near 
Durham. In the nave of the abbey they discovered several tomb 
stones, covered with inscriptions. — Local Papers. 



Part of FinCimlB FRIORV (1842). 

1835 (June 10). — Wednesday, Newcastle and neighbourhood were 
visited by a violent thunder storm, which, was attended with loss of life 
and considerable destruction of property. A cottage on Gateshead 
Low Fell, inhabited by a family of the name of Dawson, was struck 
by the lightning, and caused the death of Mrs. Dawson. Her husband, 
in his account of the accident, said that he was in the act of going to 
the door for water, and his wife was close behind him, when he felt 
suddenly a blow upon his hat, and, instantly looking round, saw her 
lying at his feet a breathless corpse. The electric fluid had entered 
by the chimney, shattering a small bed-stead to pieces ; after which it 
struck the poor women, and then passed through the roof of the 
cottage, shattering the tiles to atoms. The husband had a narrow 
escape, his hat being dinted in, and laid flat to his head. The unfor- 
tunate woman was only 30 years of age, and far advanced in preg- 
nancy. At Durham, the thunder and lightning were awful, accompa- 
nied with a heavy fall of rain. The spire of one of the western 
towers of the cathedral, was struck by the electric fluid, and about a 
yard of it thrown some distance into the church-yard. Four singers 
and a boy, who were at the time standing in the porch on the same 
side of the church to avoid the rain, were struck with the lightning, 
but none of them received any injury, although some of them were 
thrown down. At Shotley Bridge, the storm of hail and rain was 
truly alarming, pieces of ice fell near four inches in circumference, 
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which soon melted, and caused the Derwent to overflow, which did 
considerable damage, particularly to the fields near Mr. Annandale's 
paper-works. Houghton-le*Spring, Sunderland, and Shields, were 
also visited by the storm. — Local Papers. 

1835 (June 11). — The foundation stone of a new chapel for the 
Wesleyan Methodists was laid in Fawcett-street, Bishopwearmouth. 
A suitable address was delivered by the rev. Mr. Brown. — Ibid. 

Same afternoon, a dreadful accident occurred in Market-street, 
Newcastle, which was then in course of erection, by which several 
lives were lost. A few minutes before three o'clock, in an instant, 
and without a moments warning, or any circumstance taking place to 
create the least suspicion that all was not safe, three houses building 
on the south side of the street leading from Grey street toward the 
Market, and which had been raised nearly to their intended height, 
came down with a tremendous crash, and the men being at work, they 
were precipitated along with them, and buried in the ruins. It had 
thundered several times just before the accident, and those who were 
standing near the spot described the noise which attended the catas- 
trophe as equally loud and sudden as a clap of thunder, for which it 
was at the instant mistaken, by those whose backs happened to be 
towards the falling buildings. There were about seven hundred men 
employed on the new erections, about one hundred* of whom were 
supposed to be working on or about the portion which fell. Mr. 
Grainger himself had been inspecting the workmen a minute or two 
before, and was at the time of the accident, on the scaffolding of the 
adjoining building. The occurrence caused the greatest consternation, 
and measures were immediately adopted for disinterring those who 
had been buried by the materials. In the course of half an hour, 
twelve men were got out — three dead, and nearly all the rest greatly 
injured. Up to three o'clock on Friday morning, fifteen men had 
been extricated, four of whom were dead, ten removed to the Infir- 
mary, and John Kilgour, the foreman of the masons, who was removed 
to his own house, but died in a few hours afterwards. Of those sent 
to the Infirmary, two afterwards died, making seven in all, leaving 
three widows and twelve children in a state of destitution. Many of 
the workmen did themselves great credit by their intrepidity, and the 
exertions they made to recover their unfortunate companions, labour- 
ing as they did with all their strength to extricate them, in the midst 
of great danger from the shattered state of parts of the walls yet left 
standing, and which, from their leaning position, seemed likely to fall 
every moment. — The mayor being apprised of the accident, with 
great promptitude repaired to the spot ; as did several of the alder- 
men, and Mr. Forsyth, the town marshal, with a number of the 

vol. iv. 2 1 



242 local historian's [a. d. 1835. 

police officers, for the purpose of preventing any impediments arising 
to the men who were at work, from the multitude of persons who 
had flocked to the place on hearing of the occurrence. Soldiers 
were placed at the entrance to the NunVfield, to prevent individuals 
from scaling the walls and other buildings, which might have occa- 
sioned further accidents. Nothing entirely satisfactory could be as- 
certained as to the cause of the building giving way. The first 
impression seemed to be that the foundation might have sunk, but it 
was soon found that this could not have been the case, as the erec- 
tions in this part stand upon solid clay, and the foundation part in 
fact remained standing, the rupture having taken place considerably 
above the basis. The opinion most generally entertained was, that 
the building was struck by lightning, which, when the suddenness of 
the occurrence is taken into account, its completeness, and the general 
aspect of the place immediately after the event, seems highly probable, 
especially when it is added, that thundering and lightning had been 
going on for nearly an hour before the accident took place. A coro- 
ners inquest was held on the bodies of the unfortunate men on the 
following day, Friday, when the fullest investigation was made into 
the whole of the circumstances, so far as they could be ascertained ; 
and the parties examined all bore testimony to the soundness of the 
foundations, and the abundance of the materials used in the buildings, 
as well as to the anxiety and precautions of Mr. Grainger to prevent 
the occurrence of accidents to the men in his employ. The verdict 
returned was to the effect that the sufferers lost their lives by the 
falling of three buildings in the NunVfield, with a deodand of 5s. 
upon each of the said buildings. — Local Papers. 

1885 (June 12). — Friday, two splendid and massive soup tureens, 
with stands and ladles, were presented at the Assembly rooms, in New- 
castle, to John Hodgson, esq., late M. P. for Newcastle, by a number 
of his friends and constituents, as a token of respect for the manly 
and upright manner in which he acted as their representative during 
the time he was in parliament. Sanderson Ilderton, esq. officiated as 
chairman, and presented the plate in the name of the subscribers 
with a suitable speech. Mr. Hodgson returned thanks in an address 
which drew forth repeated cheers from a large company which had 
assembled on the occasion. — Ibid. 

June 13. — After several years labour the owners of the Monkwear- 
mouth colliery (Messrs. Thompson, Pemberton and Co.,) succeeded 
in loading the first vessel placed under their improved modern staith, 
with a cargo of good coals. The workmen on the occasion were pro- 
fusely regaled with strong ale, and great rejoicing took place through- 
out the whole of the day. — Ibid. 
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1835 (June 14). — A fire broke out in the tar manufactory, at 
Scotswood ; fortunately some of the workmen were on the premises 
and quenched the flames quickly. — Local Papers. 

June 17. — Wednesday, the Durham boat regatta commenced by 
one man out of each of the four oared boats, and two out of the six 
oared boats, shooting for a silver archery medal — the medal was shot 
for on the Flats below Old Durham gardens, and was won by Walter 
Scruton, esq. ; Mr. Hills, of the Durham University, 2nd. After 
which a sweepstakes was shot for by the same parties, and won by 
Mr. Scruton ; Mr. Hills again 2nd ; Mr. Wright, of the Durham 
University, hit the ball — distance each time, 60 yards. At six 
o'clock, the racing for the silver medals with the six oared boats took 
place ; four started ; the medals were won by the Dart, a boat 
belonging the high sheriff, manned by Messrs. Travis and Co., young 
men belonging Durham ; after which there was a quantity of fire- 
works set off from the Banks mill, and the whole concluded by a ball 
at the Assembly-rooms. Thursday, being the anniversary of the 
battle of Waterloo, the bells of the various churches rang at intervals 
during the day. At two o'clock the boats went up the river in pro- 
cession, accompanied by a band of music, to Old Durham, from which 
they started. The medals for the four oared boats was then run for, 
and won by the Venus, Messrs. Travis and company — distance from 
Old Durham to the Prebend's bridge ; after which a race by five 
skiffs for a silver medal, was run — distance from the Prebend's 
bridge to El vet bridge, and round the arches and back again ; this 
medal was won by Mr. Tover, of the Durham University. At eight 
o'clock, the boats again proceeded to Old Durham and back, in pro- 
cession, after which a brilliant display of fireworks, by Mr. Gyngell, 
who had been sent for. Two very beautiful six oared boats built on 
the banks of the Thames for some of the students of the Durham 
University, took part in the Regatta; W. L. Wharton, esq., the 
high sheriff of the county, liberally gave the medals for competition. 
— Ibid. 

June 18. — Thursday, about two o'clock in the afternoon, one of 
those dreadful explosions which have been so lamentably frequent 
in mining districts, took place at one of Mr. Russell's collieries, at 
Wallsend, known by the name of the church pit, or Russell's old 
Wallsend, by which twenty-six men and seventy-five boys lost their 
lives, leaving twenty-four widows and eighty-three children to bewail 
their sudden, and, under the circumstances, most sorrowful departure. 
The number of work people employed in this colliery was about 220, 
one hundred and five of whom were in the mine at the time of the 
explosion. The colliery had been viewed in the morning by Mr. 



244 local historian's [a. d. 1835. 

Atkinson and his son, under viewers, and it was by them considered 
perfectly safe and secure in every respect, there not being the least 
indication of any escape of gas, and at the time of the explosion, 
there were four* overmen and deputies down who had been accus- 
tomed to work in the pits for upwards of thirty years. These were 
among the sufferers. The catastrophe was made known to the 
banksman by a considerable report, which they spoke of as being like 
an earthquake, accompanied by a rushing of choke damp to the 
mouth of the shaft, bringing up with it some of the pitmen's clothes 
and other light articles from the bottom. There are other two shafts 
connected with this colliery, in one of which only two men were at 
work, who say that they felt a slight shock at the time, and soon 
after a quantity of choke damp. They happily escaped by being drawn 
up immediately. In the third shaft no one was at work. On the 
alarm being given the vicinity of the mine was soon thronged with 
anxious enquirers; and the awful scene of sorrow which ensued, 
cannot even now be contemplated without exciting feelings of the 
most painful description. The most strenous exertions to render 
immediate assistance to the sufferers were directly made, and eight 
humane and intrepid individuals volunteered to go down, in the 
hope of being able to save and bring up some of their companions. 
After reaching the bottom, however, in attempting to go into the 
workings, they instantly found themselves being suffocated by the 
foul air; they had the greatest difficulty in regaining the ropes, and 
were almost insensible before they could be drawn up again. Such 
was the dangerous state of the mine, that all further exertions were 
unavailing, till the following day, Friday, when those creditable 
efforts were renewed, and 21 bodies brought to bank. The work of 
humanity was persevered in, day after day, until all the bodies (save 
that of one poor boy) had been found and taken to their sorrowing 
friends ; and to the astonishment of every one connected with the 
colliery, on Sunday, four of the unfortunate creatures were found to 
be alive. They were immediately brought up with the most assiduous 
care, and eager hopes were infused into the hearts of many, that 
others would be found who had been similarly favoured. This pleas- 
ing hope was, however, soon dispelled. The poor men themselves, 
thus rescued from a terrible fate, could give no idea of their mode of 
preservation. For some time they were occasionally delirious, and 
generally speaking, they had no idea of the time which elapsed 
between the occurrence of the accident and that of their fortunate 
rescue. The scene at Wallsend on the Monday afternoon, was 
•specially distressing : numbers were buried there, and it was a pain- 
ful sight to see two and even three bodies brought from the same 
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house, and borne away amid the agonized cries of their relations. On 
Monday, June 22nd an inquest was held on the bodies of the suffer- 
ers, and, by adjournment, on the 23rd, 25th, and again on the 27th, 
during which time some of the jurors visited those persons who were 
saved, and heard what they had to say respecting the accident, but 
they were unable to give any account of great interest with regard to 
this melancholy event ; in faet the origin of the accident remained as 
much a mystery as at the moment of its occurrence. Verdict : — 
Accidental death. — Local Papers. 

1835 (June 25). — The foundation stone of Salem chapel for the use 
of the Methodist New Connection, built by Mr. Grainger, in Hood- 
street, Newcastle, was laid by Win. Ridgway, esq., of Northwood, 
Staffordshire Potteries, who delivered an appropriate speech on the 
occasion. Afterwards, about two hundred and fifty of the friends 
took tea at the Music-hall. — Hid. 

June 26. — A young angler left Bothbury in the morning, to enjoy 
the delightful recreation of fly-fishing. Having filled his creel in a 
short time, he was obliged to borrow an apron from a cottager during 
his excursion ; and, after enjoying the charms of the romantic dales 
and pleasant streams, which present in their course every variety of 
smooth water, rapids, and pools for the exercise of the angler's skill : 
he finally returned home in the evening, with the very extensive stock 
of eighteen dozen fine trout s, which he had caught with a single hook 
during the day. — Ibid. 
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1835 (June 28). — Sunday, on the casting of a hive of bees at 
Wolsingham, the swarm alighted on a young woman, and covered her 
from her shoulders to the crown of her head, forming a complete hood ; 
and what is most remarkable, they were hived without her receiving a 
single sting, which was doubtless owing to her courage in permitting 
them to alight without offering the least resistance. — Local Papers. 

June 29. — Died, at Falkirk, the rev. John Brown Patterson, M. A., 
an eloquent and amiable minister of the Church of Scotland. He 
was born at Alnwick in Northumberland, of Scottish parentage, on 
the 29th day of January, 1804. During the term of his theological 
studies at the university of Edinburgh, Mr. Patterson wrote an essay 
" On the National Character of the Athenians," which gained the 
prize offered by his Majesty's Commissioners for visiting the Universi- 
ties and Colleges of Scotland — an essay distinguished for varied erudi- 
tion, philosophical research, and splendid eloquence. Towards the 
close of 1829, he received a presentation from Mr. Peel, his majesty's 
secretary of state, to the parish of Falkirk. His " Discourses, in 
two volumes appeared in 1837. A memoir is prefixed to this posthu- 
mous publication. — J. Hardy's Col. 

June 29. — The first exhibition of the Newcastle Society of Artists, 
took place in the Academy of Arts, Blackett-street, Newcastle. The 
collection of paintings and sculpture, about two hundred specimens, 
was mostly executed by resident artists. — Local Papers. 

June. — This month a splendid monument of Malta stone was erec- 
ted in the chancel of the church at Barnardcastle, to the memory of 
the late Mr. Baron Hullock. The monument forms a niche in the 
wall of the sacred edifice, containing a statue of the Goddess of Jus- 
tice ; and underneath it is the following inscription, upon marble, sup- 
ported by a carved corbel of the arms and crest of the late baron : — 

To the Memory of the 

Hon. Sir JOHN HULLOCK, Knt. and Baron of the Exchequer. 

He was born at Barnardcastle, April 3, 1767, 

called to the Bar, by the Society of Gray's Inn, in 1793, 

married in 1794, 

raised to the Bench of the Exchequer in 1823, 

and died at Abingdon, in Berks, on his Judical Circuit, 

31st July, 1829. 

By a clear and vigorous mind, he rose to eminence as a sound lawyer, 

and, promoted solely by his learning, industry, and 

integrity, he discharged the duties of a judge 

to the general satisfaction of his 

country. 

This monument is erected by his afflicted widow. 
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1835 (June 30). — A party of fourteen young persons of both sexes, 
belonging to Sunderland and Shields, repaired to Marsden, to re- 
create themselves on the rocks at that place. Here they remained 
until, to their surprise and terror, they found themselves surrounded 
by the sea, which was then rising rapidly round them. Their desper- 
ate situation having become known to four men, named Wann, 
Thompson, Aynsley, and Brunskill, who were in a house near, they 
were all safely got on shore. In another half hour, in all probability, 
they would have lost their lives by their thoughtlessness. — Local 
Papers. 

July 2. — The first shipment of coals from Haswell colliery took 
place at Seaham. — Ibid. 

Same day, a public meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, con- 
vened by the right worshipful the mayor, on the requisition of up- 
wards of 300 individuals, was held in the Guildhall, " to take into 
consideration the propriety of petitioning both houses of parliament " 
in favour of the corporation reform bill. — Ibid. 

Early in this month, the following distressing occurrence took 
place at Bamburgh : — the rev. Mr. Marshall, curate, being librarian 
at the castle, proceeded there with his two sons, the eldest between 
9 and 10 years of age, for the purpose of giving some books to a 
gentleman who accompanied them on a pony, which was entrusted to 
the care of a boy, while the gentleman and Mr. Marshall went into 
the castle. During their absence, the eldest of Mr. Marshall's sons 
got on the pony, while the younger whipped it behind ; under this treat- 
ment the animal became impatient, and set off at a rapid pace down the 
precipice, in the course of which the youthful rider fell off, and his 
head coming in contact with a large stone, he was instantly deprived 
of life. His foot being entangled in the stirrup, his body was for a 
considerable time dragged by the animal, and when recovered it pre- 
sented a shocking spectacle of mutilation. The occurrence was seen 
by the parent from the window, whose feelings may be easier con- 
ceived than described. — Ibid. 

July 9. — Thursday, that stupendous undertaking, the Hartlepool 
docks and harbour, was opened for the shipment of coal and mer- 
chandize. The day being extremely fine, great rejoicings took {dace. 
The first shipment of coals was made in the Britannia, of Sunderland. 
Having taken her cargo on board, she proceeded to sea, amid the 
ringing of bells, the firing of cannon, and the acclamations of those 
who had assembled to witness the ceremony. The coals were from 
the new colliery at Thornley, whence they were conveyed along the 
railway to Hartlepool. Three other vessels were at anchor in the 
harbour when the ship sailed. The first fish caught in the dock was 
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a very large eel, which was purchased by a gentleman for six shillings. 
— Local Papers. 

1835 (July 15). — Wednesday morning, about 3 o'clock, a fire wag 
discovered in the work-room of Mrs. Arkless, dress maker, in Welling- 
ton place, Newcastle, which, however, was put out without doing 
further damage than destroying a box of patterns. On the alarm 
being given, the fire engines were promptly on the spot, but their 
assistance was not required. — Ibid. 

About the close of this month, the subscription clock was placed 
in the tower of St. Thomas's chapel, Barras bridge, Newcastle, by 
Mr. J. P. Paine, of London, the maker. It has three transparent 
illuminated dials, seven feet six inches in diameter. These were 
lighted with gas, and the clock first set in motion on the evening of 
Tuesday the llth of August following. — Ibid. 

This month, whilst some workmen were opening out an old pit, 
near Whickham, which had been closed upwards of 80 years, they 
found at the bottom, 28 fathoms a live toad, which is now in the 
possession of John Watson, Whickham. Tt is still more singular 
how the animal could exist in the foul air, as the men had to erect 
a brattish to ventilate the shaft before they could enter. — Ibid . 

This month, a small cask, filled with gold coins of the reign of 
George II., was found in pulling down an old house at High Conis- 
cliffe, near Darlington. — Ihid. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



N Thursday, July 30th, 1835, about half-past ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, the boiler attached to 
the extensive worsted and carpet manufactory 
of Messrs. John and William Henderson, situa- 
ted in the Back-lane, near Framwellgate-bridge, 
Durham, exploded with tremendous force, car- 
rying away the walls, &c. of the engine-room, 
scattering in fragments a large chimney, the 
factory bell, clock, and appendages, and more 
or less damaging the adjacent buildings belonging to the works. The 
part of the boiler which was blown away was projected to an im- 
mense height, impressing those who saw it with an idea of a balloon 
ascent, and fell with a loud crash on the opposite shore of the Wear, 
a distance of upwards of one hundred yards from the manufactory. 
Had it taken any other direction, the consequences would have been 
much more serious ; and considering the number of individuals em- 
ployed in the manufactory, between 170 and 180, men, women, and 
children, it was surprising that the effects of the explosion were com- 
paratively so limited. As it was, however, the number of persons who 
were instantaneously buried in the ruins was very alarming ; and no 
sooner had the noise announced the catastrophe, than women 
and children were seen running in all directions towards the spot, 
anxious to learn the fate of their relations and friends, and uttering 
cries and lamentations truly distressing. A number of individuals 
promptly commenced removing the heated bricks, timber, and rubbish, 
and in the course of a quarter of an hour, nine unfortunate persons 
were rescued, and carried to the Infirmary. Three women were taken 
away in the arms of men, and their appearance was truly shocking. 
Their clothes were torn and wet, their hair dishevelled, the scalded 
and blackened skin lay rough on their arms, necks, and shoulders, and 
VOL. iv. 2 K 
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their features were scarcely distinguishable amidst bruises and blood. 
The sufferers were Joseph Hope, smith and engineinan, and Isaac 
Smith, fireman (who came to the factory only on the previous 
Saturday), both of whom died in the course of the day ; Cathe- 
rine French (who died a few days afterwards), Hannah and Ann 
Goltman, cousins, Hannah Fenwick, a young girl named Harbutt, 
John Bonner, and Edward Charlton. The amount of damage 
done to the property was very considerable, a large portion of the 
workings being in ruins. On Saturday the 1st of August, a jury 
was sworn at the Angel inn, in Crossgate, Durham, before Michael 
Hall, esq., coroner for Chester ward, to enquire into the cause of 
the accident, only one witness was then examined, when it was 
thought better to adjourn the inquest until the following Wednes- 
day, in order to enable the parochial authorities to collect evidence. 
The enquiry was accordingly resumed on that day, and after a long 
and patient investigation of the various circumstances, in which sev- 
eral of the workmen belonging to the factory, who were nearest the 
boiler when the explosion took place, were minutely examined, as also 
the surgeon who attended the sufferers, as to whether they had stated 
any thing as to the nature or cause of the accident, and several en- 
gineers from different places, the jury retired, and returned in a few 
minutes with a verdict of accidental death, and that there was no 
evidence to prove a want of care on the part of the engineman and 
fireman, or their employers. Deodand on the engine, 10s. — Local 
Papers. 

1835 (July 30). — The royal assent was given to the Brandling 
Junction railway bill.— Ibid. 

August 17. — Monday, the trustees of the Derwent and Shotley 
Bridge turnpike road, opened that part of the line which leads from 
Axwell Park Gate and Derwent Bridge, (where it joins the Scotswood 
branch road, a little west of the chain bridge,) to Long Close Gate, 
iiear Hamsterley, (where it joins the Medomsley road) the distance 
six miles. This useful road passes through a hilly and beautifully 
wooded district, yet it is in all parts of very easy inclination ; it winds 
through the most picturesque part of the north of England, and the 
traveller on business or pleasure must be highly gratified by the many 
splendid views and great variety of delightful scenery. — Ibid. 

August 18. — Tuesday in the evening, a public meeting was held in 
the Seamen's Hall, South Shields, to take into consideration the 
causes of the frequent shipwrecks and loss of life at sea. Mr. Henry 
Woodroff took the chair, and stated that, in the last ten years, 515 
members of the Seamen's Society in that town had lost effects by 
shipwreck, and 109 had been drowned. For the effects of the survi- 
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vors, the sum of i?2,564. lis. lOd. had been paid, and i?763. for the 
death of the others, and an annuity to 222 mothers, widows, children, 
and orphans they had left. A great majority of these calamities 
would, in his opinion, have been avoided, if properly qualified men 
were appointed to command the vessels, and the shipowners and ship- 
pers of goods were by law prohibited from insuring more than 9-10ths 
of the actual market value of ship or cargo. Mr. W. was followed 
by Jas. Ballingall, esq., of Eirkaldy, who read to the meeting an 
address prepared for the occasion, and concluded by recommending 
the meeting to petition the government for the appointment of com- 
mittees at all the principal sea-ports, to examine into the state of 
vessels, and the qualifications of the officers to whose charge they 
are committed, which was carried unanimously. — Local Papers. 

1835 (August 19). — On this day, Wednesday, an oratorio was 
performed on the opening of the new organ in Ovingham church, 
Northumberland, presented to the parish by the rev. James Birkett, 
vicar. The music, on this occasion, was selected with taste and 
judgment, and the performance (by the choir of St. Nicholas's) highly 
gratifying. Throughout the whole, however, the powerful and melo- 
dious tones of the organ were pre-eminent, and the execution of Mr. 
Ions was much admired. The munificent gift was acknowledged by 
a numerous and highly respectable audience. — Ibid. 

August 20. — The committee of the Port of Newcastle Association 
for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck, visited the southern 
stations, and had a practice for instruction of the Bock Apparatus 
recently placed at Blyth. Four rockets were fired, viz., three of 
the three pounders, and one of the twelve pounders belonging to 
the Blyth station ; and the result of the practice was to confirm 
the high opinion formed of this means of saving life from the experi- 
ments conducted in the previous year under Mr. Dennett's own 
superintendence — The Blyth life-boat was also exercised, with several 
of the committee on board, who were much gratified with its excellent 
state of keeping, and the expeditious manner in which it was launched 
from the truck into the sea,.— Ibid. 

August 21. — A neat Wesleyan chapel was opened at Edmondbyers, 
in the county of Durham — Ibid. 

August 26. — Wednesday, the very handsome stone bridge across 
North Tyne at Bellingham, was opened to the public, amidst the 
rejoicings of a large assemblage of persons from the surrounding 
country. About two o'clock, a numerous body of gentlemen on 
horseback, amongst whom were W. H. Charlton, esq., John Ridley, 
esq., Robert Charlton, esq., Thomas Ridley, esq., N. Leadbitter, esq., 
Edward Riddell, esq., Rev. W. Elliott, rector of Simonburn, &c. &c, 
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assembled at Bellingham, and proceeded towards the bridge with 
banners and a band of music. The procession having halted on the 
centre of the bridge, an iron plate was inserted in the battlement by 
Mr. Chariton, bearing the following inscription : — 

ERECTED BT SUBSCRIPTION, 

1835. 

JOHN GREEN, ARCHITECT. 

The rev. Mr. Beattie, rector of Bellingham, pronounced a blessing on 
the undertaking, and the procession moved on to the extent of the 
new approach on the south side. On its return it proceeded to the 
house of Mr. Gibson, the Black Bull inn, where an elegant dinner was 
prepared, to which a large party of gentlemen sat down, W. H. 
Charlton, esq., in the chair. Many loyal and appropriate toasts were 
drunk in the course of the evening, and the company separated highly 
delighted with the proceedings of the day, and gratified by the con- 
sciousness of having contributed to the erection of an edifice of the 
highest value to the inhabitants of the surrounding district. — Local 
Papers. 

1835 (August 26). — The sea ran very high at Hartlepool, owing 
to which considerable damage was done to the town wall, by making 
breaches therein. — Ibid. 



Bastion in the Walls or Hartlepool (IBM). 

August 28. — Died, at Eltringham, aged 91, much respected, Mr. 
Matthew Johnson. During the great flood in the Tyne, in 1771, the 
house in which he resided, near Ovingham boat-house, was thrown 
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down by the current, when Johnson and another of the family saved 
their lives by catching hold of a tree, to which they clung until the 
water subsided. — Local Papers. 

1835 (Aug. 29). — Saturday, as the marquis of Londonderry's car- 
riage, in which were the children, attended by three servants, was pro- 
ceeding at a rapid rate, and in the act of making a sudden turn round 
the shambles, to the Three Tuns Hotel, in Thirsk, the door slipped 
from its fastenings and flew open. By this accident lord Adolphus, 
a fine little fellow about nine years of age, was thrown into a position 
of imminent peril. His head and body were hanging out of the car- 
riage, betwixt the wheels ; but providentially, at this moment, one of 
the servants caught him by the legs, and succeeded in preventing 
him from falling to the ground, it being impossible to stop the car- 
riage before it arrived at the door of the inn. The door of the car- 
riage kept beating against the youth all the way, and the inhabitants 
looked on horror-struck, expecting every moment to see him fall and 
be crushed by the wheels. Happily, however, when the carriage 
did stop their anxious fears were allayed, and it was found, that 
almost by a miracle, the subject of so great peril had escaped unin- 
jured. This alarming accident had its origin in a reprehensible 
practice, common among post-boys, of forcing their horses into a 
gallop, by way of coming to their journey's end with a dash, when 
within 100 yards or so of an inn. It is a somewhat singular circum- 
stance, that on the afternoon of the same day, an accident befel 
the carriage of the marchioness of Londonderry precisely at the 
same place, and in which her ladyship also had a very narrow escape. 
This accident too, had its cause in the same improper practice. 
The driver, by suddenly spurring the horses at the sharp and in- 
convenient turn up to the inn, gave the body of the carriage so 
violent a swing that its broad -side was brought upon the wheel, and 
materially injured the very beautiful panel of the vehicle. A complete 
overturn was with the greatest difficulty avoided. — York Courant. 

August 30. — Sunday, a neat and commodious chapel belonging to 
Wesleyan Methodists, was opened for divine service at Whittingham, 
in the Hexham circuit. — Local Papers. 

September 1. — The Newcastle and Gateshead Law Institute was 
formed. The objects of this society are declared to be the promotion 
of the study of the law, by the formation of a law library — the read- 
ing of papers on subjects of law and jurisprudence — and the delivery 
of lectures. — Ibid. 

Same day, a case of lithotomy was performed at the Infirmary, 
Newcastle, by Mr. Baird, when, singular to say, a stone was extracted 
of an oval shape, measuring nine inches round one way and seven and 
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a half inches the other, and weighing eight and a half ounces.— Local 
Papers. 

1835 (Sept. 2). — Wednesday, the bells of the cathedral of Durham 
were rung in honour of sir Charles WetherelFs arrival in that city, 
as temporal chancellor. On Thursday morning long before 11 o'clock 
the hour appointed for opening the court of chancery, considerable 
numbers assembled on the palace green to obtain a sight of the chan- 
. cellor. The court was completely crowded, and "his honour " was 
occupied just two hours in hearing the causes that came before him. 
— Ibid. 

September 8. — On the morning of this day, Tuesday, a gentleman 
arrived at Stockton by the Times coach. From thence he went by 
the railway to Darlington, on arriving at which place he missed a five 
pound note, and not having had his purse out since leaving Stockton, 
he returned thither by the same route in the afternoon, and com- 
menced a diligent search at the spot where he had alighted from the 
Times in the morning, and speedily found the note, which had lain 
in the street upwards of six hours and a half. — Ibid. 

September 9. — This day, the royal assent was given by commission 
to the new municipal corporation bill. — Ibid, 

September 11. — About ten o'clock A. M. a fire broke out in a 
cottage at Birtley. The woman who occupied it had gone out and 
locked three children in the house, one of whom was suffocated, and 
the others were fortunately rescued by a neighbour. The furniture 
was consumed. The engines from Newcastle were amazingly prompt 
in their .being on the spot in a comparatively short space of time, 
after the alarm was given. — Ibid. 

September 14. — This day, Monday, Daniel O'Connell, esq. M. P., 
visited Newcastle, on which occasion the town presented a very ani- 
mated appearance from the number of persons assembled to witness 
his arrival. A public meeting of those favourable to his political 
views was held in St. Nicholas's square, at one o'clock, John Fife, esq. 
in the chair, when an address was voted, which it was resolved, 
Mr. Charles Larkin should be requested to present to the learned 
gentleman on his reaching Newcastle ; the meeting then broke up. 
At about half-past two o'clock Mr. O'Connell was met in Gateshead 
by an immense concourse of persons, those who were more immediate- 
ly connected with the arrangements, forming themselves into a pro- 
cession, in which they walked four abreast, attended by three bands 
of music ; a few flags were also carried at intervals. In this order 
they reached St. Nicholas's square shortly before three o'clock, and the 
chair having again been taken by Mr. Fife, the address was presen- 
ted to Mr. O'Connell, and that gentleman having addressed the meet- 
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ing at considerable length, proceeded to the Turk's Head inn, accom- 
panied by his friends. At five o'clock, about three hundred and forty 
gentlemen sat down to dinner in the Music hall, in Blackett-street, 
John Fife, esq. in the chair. — Local Papers. 

1835 (Sept. 15). — Tuesday, the splendid Catholic chapel in Bridge- 
street, Sunderland, was opened with the usual rites observed on such 
occasions. Although the day was very unfavourable, the church was 
crowded by great numbers of respectable persons of the town and 
neighbourhood. The rev. Dr. Briggs, who officiated, attended by 
twenty-four Catholic clergymen, preached a very appropriate sermon 
from the sixth chapter of the First Book of Esdras, verse 16, — "And 
the Children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of 
the children of the captivity, kept the dedication of the house of God 
with joy." — Ibid. 

Same day, John Jobling was unfortunately killed on lord Durham's 
railway, near Bishopwearmouth, by several waggons running over him. 
What is remarkable, his son lost his life in the same manner a few 
years ago ; also, his daughter's husband. — Ibid. 

September 26. — As Mr. W. A. Mitchell, of Newcastle, was fishing 
with the rod from the rocks, at the south end of Cullercoats' sands, 
he perceived a large fish apparently entangled amongst some weeds. 
After some efforts it was forced into a hole amongst the rocks, and 
with the skilful aid of another gentleman, the fish was secured by 
means of a spear which was attached to the bottom piece of Mr. 
Mitchell's rod. It proved to be a fine specimen of Lophius Pisco- 
tortus, which by the singular management of the fins, by puddling 
the water, and the elevation of the slender horns, which are near its 
eyes, manages to catch fish by a mode much resembling angling, 
and which has procured it the trivial name of "The Angler." It 
weighed 44ft and was about a yard and a half long, and half 
a yard broad. Its enormous jaw would have admitted the largest 
human head, and its tremendous show of teeth, and the force with 
which it employed them, rendered it a formidable antagonist. A 
hand or foot would have been nothing in its way. It seemed to 
use force enough to have bitten in sunder, the iron spear. — 
Ibid. 

October 1. — Thursday, a curious circumstance occurred in the Tyne, 
at North Shields. A person in the employ of Messrs. Cornfoot, 
Carr, and Co., North Shields, while busy with his daily occupation on 
the Low-lights shore, observed an unusual ripple in the water, when 
to his astonishment he discovered a large cod fish, about three feet 
long, which having attempted to swallow a sole, about fifteen inches 
long, and not being able either to swallow or eject it, had, in its agony, 
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made towards the shore, and was the occasion of its capture. — 
Local Papers. 

1835 (October). — Early in this month the common council resolved 
to present the wife of the mayor of Newcastle (J. L. Hood, esq.,) 
with a piece of silver plate, value one hundred guineas, as a memento 
of her accouchment having taking place in the mansion-house ; — a 
rare occurrence in the official history of the corporation. — Ibid. 

October 3. — Died, in the 31st year of his age, and after an illness 
of three weeks, Mr. John M. Wilson, during several years editor of 
the Berwick Advertiser, and author of various compositions of prose 
and poetry which are familiar to the public. Mr. W. acquired the 
status in society which he occupied at the time of his decease by dint 
of his own exertions, and thus added another to the honourable 
number of persons who have overcome difficulties, and bettered their 
condition in the world. — Ibid. 

October 4 and 5. — Sunday and Monday, Mark Watson, a youth 
only sixteen years of age, but employed as a regular minister amongst 
the denomination called Primitive Methodists, preached in the Music 
hall, Newcastle. The novelty of hearing so young a person drew to- 
gether large audiences, which contributed much to swell the funds, 
which that body were endeavouring to raise towards obtaining a new 
place of worship. — Ibid. 

October 5. — Between 2 and 3 o'clock in the afternoon, Margaret 
Turnbull, a poor woman, upwards of 70 years of age, living alone in a 
cottage near the New Cannon, Gateshead low fell, was alarmed by a 
slight noise as if the back wall of her house cracked, on which she 
made towards the door, when no sooner had she set her foot upon the 
threshold than the wall alluded to and the whole roof fell in ; provi- 
dentially this happened when the poor creature was moving about, for 
had it taken place when in bed she must have been buried in the 
ruins, as the bulk of the roof fell there. — Ibid. 

October 8. — At night an immense mass of limestone rock, project- 
ing from the south bank of the river Wear near lord Durham's drops, 
fell with a tremendous force into the river. Fortunately no vessel 
was in the berth at the time, or inevitable destruction must have en- 
sued. The weight of the stone was supposed to be about five hundred 
tons. No damage was done by the fall, it being but a temporary 
inconvenience to navigation. — Ibid. 

October 13. — Between twelve and one, on the morning of Monday, 
the inhabitants of the Birtley iron works were alarmed by the discovery 
of a fire, which suddenly broke out in the pattern shop. Engines were 
sent for from Newcastle, and in half an hour one of the Newcastle 
fire engines reached the spot. The North British engine arrived soon 
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after and was followed by a second engine belonging to the first com- 
pany. There was a plentiful supply of water and all three played 
with great effect. Notwithstanding however the exertions made, 
the fire was not got under till between three and four o'clock. The 
pattern shop and contents were destroyed. A man named William 
Harle, with his wife and two children had to be taken from a window 
three stories high. — Local Papers. 

, 1835 (Oct. 12). — Monday evening, about eight o'clock, William 
Dickson, esq., of Alnwick, and Mr. T. J. Turnbull, clerk to the magis- 
trates, had a very narrow escape from serious injury. Those gentle- 
men were in a chaise, on their return to Newcastle from Tynemouth, 
at the latter of which places Mr. Dickson had been occupied in hold- 
ing a manor court. On reaching the railway upon which the coals 
are conveyed from the Oramlington and Seghill collieries to the river 
Tyne, and which crosses the road about two miles from Shields, they 
were alarmed by observing from the windows of the vehicle a train 
of loaded coal waggons coming along the self-acting inclined plane, 
so near as to render it probable the chaise would be run down. The 
driver, however, whipped his horses and used great exertions to get 
out the way, but notwithstanding which the foremost waggon struck 
the hinder part of the chaise, near the door, broke in the panel, and 
overturned the vehicle into the road. The shock was so tremendous 
as to upset the first waggon of the train, and throw several of the 
others off the railroad. The driver of the chaise was also thrown 
down with great violence, and was injured in his head and thigh. 
Had the chaise been struck in the centre, instead of near the hind 
part, the consequence must have been very serious, if not fatal to Mr. 
Dickson and Mr. Turnbull. — Ibid. 

HE completion of the new markets at New- 
castle, by Mr. Grainger, was celebrated by a 
public dinner, on the 22nd of October, 1835, 
at which nearly 2,000 individuals sat down 
under one roof, (that of the Green market) 
forming a mere section of the splendid erec- 
tions. These markets are the most magnifi- 
cent in the world. This will be apparent 
from a comparative statement of the New 
markets ia Newcastle with the two most extensive in Great Britain. 
Hungerford market, in London, in point of grandeur and archi- 
tectural effect, is allowed to surpass Covent-garden, and these, 
with St. John's, in Liverpool, are the only markets with which 
any comparison need be instituted. As regards the space occupied, 
Newcastle market is larger than Hungerford in the proportion of 
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13,906 to 6,400 square yards, and it exceeds St. John's, in Liver- 
pool, in the proportion of 13,906 to 8,235 square yards. In this 
calculation, the shops adjoining the market are included, and so far 
as their situation, and the nature of occupation of them are concerned, 
the area on which they stand may properly be considered part of the 
market. The magnificent erections, each of which is most complete as 
a shop and dwelling-house, surrounding the markets, form portion of 
four of the new streets. The shops fronting the markets in Grainger- 
street and Clayton-street, are in length 410 feet each, and in Nun's 
street and Nelson-street, fronting the other two sides of the square, 
the length is 312 feet. These erections, during the time of their 
progress, were not only objects of great interest to the inhabitants of 
Newcastle and the surrounding towns, but also to strangers from a 
distance, including many distinguished noblemen and gentlemen. The 
New markets, which were now finished, formed the most attractive 
feature of Mr. Grainger's splendid improvements. As before stated, 
they are inclosed within a square of beautiful stone fronted houses, 
designed with a chaste and classic elegance, surpassing anything 
in street architecture hitherto witnessed in the north of England. 
The stone is of the best quality, the mason work finely polished, 
and executed in a very superior manner. The area occupied by the 
markets exceeds two acres. The Butcher market consists of four 
spacious avenues, 19 feet 4 inches broad, and 27 feet high, extending 
in length 338 feet and containing in each about 48 butchers' shops, 
well lighted and ventilated. The walls and ceilings are plastered, the 
latter being ornamented with intersecting plaster beams ; and in the 
eastern avenue the rays of light descend from 50 skylights, through 
the apertures in the coffer ceiling, with a most imposing effect. There 
are in the Butcher market, besides these skylights, 360 windows, 
inclosed with cast-iron glazed sashes, to open or shut, as the state 
of the weather may require. A wood cornice, supported on pilasters, 
is continued over the front of the butchers' shops, with light and 
tastefully designed fanlights and ventilators. The four principal 
avenues are connected by four rows of lofty arcades, 12 feet wide, the 
avenues are brilliantly lighted with gas ; and the whole comprises a 
splendid bazaar of shops, which strikes the stranger on entering with 
astonishment and wonder beyond description. There is also, in one 
of the arcades, a spacious weigh-house, occupying the sites of three 
butchers' shops. It is fitted up with apparatus and machinery of the 
newest, most accurate, and approved plans. The Vegetable market 
is connected with the Butcher market by a continuation of the four 
arcades before described, and is entered from the surrounding streets 
by four other arcades or passage-ways, 12 feet wide, two in Clayton- 
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street, one in Nun's-street, and one in Nelson-street, over each of 
which is placed a dome-light. This building is erected in a different 
style from the Butcher market, consisting of one stupendous hall, ex- 
ceeding in dimensions the far-famed and justly-admired hall of West- 
minster. It is 313 feet in length, and 57 feet in width within the 
fronts of the fruit shops, which surround the interior. It is covered 
with a cathedral-framed roof, the timbers of which are planed and 
exposed to view ; and the finished comfort which is presented in the 
plaster ceilings of the Butcher market, is more than compensated by 
the lofty and handsomely constructed roof here presented. It is up- 
wards of 40 feet in height, and is supported by two rows of cast-iron 
pillars, (in all 30, to each of which a brilliant gas-lamp is affixed) 26 
feet high, and is surrounded by a glazed lantern, extending the full 
length of the hall, giving light to the centre, while the extremities are 
lighted by 104 windows similar to those of the Butcher market. In 
a recess at the north-east end of the Green market, a clock with a 
large dial is placed ; and at the south-west end, in a recess corres- 
ponding with that containing the clock, ^nd admirably lighted from 
the roof, are placed the Newcastle arms, spiritedly sculptured upon 
a large scale, in bold relief, by Dunbar, an excellent specimen of her- 
aldic sculpture. In mentioning the ornamental and useful conveni- 
ences of the Green market, we must not neglect to notice the two 
magnificent fountains, which in form and dimensions resemble the 
beautiful fountain in the gardens of the Borghese palace at Borne. They 
are constructed of the finest description of stone, from the quarries 
at Kenton, in this neighbourhood. The masonry is richly carved ; 
the circular basins are capable of holding about 3000 gallons each, 
and the water, after rising ten or twelve feet from the jet, falls down 
into a cup, and flows over sculptured foliage, which forms the edge of 
the cup, into the basin below. The fountains were designed and con- 
structed under the direction of Mr. Dobson, and the tubes of the 
fountains, as well as the various gas fittings throughout the markets, 
skillfully executed under the directions of Mr. Brunting, of Newcastle. 
The water, after falling into the basins of the fountains, is conveyed 
by pipes, for the use of butchers occupying shops, and for other requi- 
site purposes. 

When the day was fixed for opening the splendid markets, which 
have been described there was a general wish to celebrate the event 
by a public dinner. To the stewards of the incorporated companies 
is due the merit of giving, upon this occasion, an impulse to the pub- 
lic mind. Those gentlemen met, Mr. Jacob Ord being in the chair, 
and agreed upon a plan of operation, and obtained the sanction of the 
mayor, and the permission of Mr. Grainger to carry it into effect. A 
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public announcement was then made that the dinner would take place 
in the Vegetable market, which, as we have said, is the most magnifi- 
cent hall in England. To enable those in a humble station, as well as 
those in the higher walks of life, to participate in the festive scene, it 
was determined the price of admission to one end of the hall should 
be 2s. each, including dinner and ale, and that the tickets for the 
north-east end should be 5s. each, including dinner and wine. The 
following innkeepers each supplied dinner for 100 individuals at 5s. 
viz. — Mr. Baker, Waterloo Inn, Westgate; Mrs. Dixon, White 
Hart, Cloth Market; Mr. Angus, Eldon Arms, Blackett-street ; 
Mrs. Ridley, Three Tuns, Newgate-street; Mr. Acaster, Plough, 
Spicer-lane ; Mr. Johnson, White House, Pilgrim-street ; Mr. Ka- 
bery, Sun, Newgate-street ; Mr. Potts, Grapes, Blackett-street ; Mr. 
Carnaby, Yellow Doors, Close. Over the northern entrance to the 
Green market from Clayton-street, an orchestra was constructed, for 
the convenience of an excellent band, whose performances frequently 
enlivened the proceedings of the day. In the arrangements, the ladies 
were not forgotten. For their accommodation a spacious gallery was 
constructed, at the south-east end, commanding a full view of the in- 
teresting proceedings, with an opportunity of hearing the speeches 
after dinner. The preparations having been completed, application 
was then made to the right worshipful the mayor, who obligingly and 
cheerfully consented to preside. To render the hall as comfortable as 
circumstances would admit every avenue except one was closed, the 
spaces for [vertical windows, which are now enclosed with cast-iron 
glazed sashes, were covered with canvass, and the magnificent space 
was brilliantly lighted up with gas. The effect was indescribably 
grand. The partial exclusion of day-light, and the substitution of the 
gas-lamps, gave the magnificent space, a dioramic effect. The spa- 
cious roof, when the eye rested upon it for a few moments, seemed to 
rise into the air, and the distance from one end of the hall to the other 
appeared amazing. As the time approached for the dinner, the pub- 
lic interest was greater than on any occasion we ever remember. The 
new streets and markets were promenaded by numerous, elegant, and 
fashionable parties, and at two o'clock those who had provided them- 
selves with tickets had taken their places without the slightest irregu- 
larity or inconvenience. We have before said, that about 2000 indivi- 
duals dined, and we ought to add that this immense company congre- 
gated at only a few days' notice. The ladies' gallery was filled, there 
being present about 800, including Mrs. Mayoress, and many other 
ladies of distinction, which gave the hall a gay and cheerful appear- 
ance. The tickets were all taken almost immediately, and so great 
was the desire to be present at the dinner, that in many instances 5s- 
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10s. and even 15s. premium were given for a ticket that had originally 
cost only 5s. The mayor entered the hall soon after ten o'clock, and 
was enthusiastically cheered, as was also William Ord, esq., one of 
the members of the town, Mr. Grainger and other gentlemen. The 
mayor was supported on his right by W. Ord, esq. M. P., Mr. Grain- 
ger, Mr. Alderman Sorsbie, W. Clayton, esq., the rev. the vicar of 
Newcastle, Dr. Headlam, &c. On the chairman's left were W. H. 
Ord, esq. M. P., for Newport, John Dobson, esq. (the architect 
appointed by the corporation to superintend the erection of the 
markets on their behalf), Mr. Alderman Reed, John Adamson, esq. 
Mr. Alderman Shadforth, Samuel Walker Parker, esq., Dixon Dixon, 
esq., J. Fenwick, esq., John Clayton, esq. the town clerk, &c. The 
above gentlemen, who sat at an elevated table, are all who can be 
particularized, the company included much of the worth and respect- 
ability of the town. Business was nearly suspended, and the church 
bells sent forth merry peals. The general arrangements were excel- 
lent, and reflected the highest credit upon the managers. The several 
innkeepers who supplied the tables, and their assistants found ample 
accommodation in the numerous shops surrounding the Green market. 
The tables were amply provided, and the dinner, notwithstanding the 
immense number who partook of it, had all the elegance and comfort 
of a social party. After the cloth had been removed, the toasts began 
and continued, intermingled with speeches from the various gentlemen, 
among which were, " Success to the new markets," " The corporation 
of Newcastle," " The members for the town of Newcastle," " The 
health of Mr. W. H. Ord," " The port and trade of Newcastle," &c. 
At six in the evening John Clayton, esq., became the second chair- 
man. Those who still remained of the numbers that had participated 
in the festivities of this joyous day, soon afterwards were advised by 
him " that they should go home to their wives and their sweethearts." 
They separated as they had met, in peace and good will towards each 
other. On the Saturday following the markets were opened for busi- 
ness. The occasion was exceedingly interesting, and the excitement 
which not only applied to the inhabitants of the town, but of the 
whole district, for many miles round, was great beyond all precedent. 
Both the butcher and vegetable markets were thronged to a degree 
which — notwithstanding their spaciousness — rendered it difficult at 
times to pass along. The show of meat was very fine as to quality, 
and the quantity is supposed to have been almost double what had 
been usually provided at the old market on a Saturday. The Green 
market, which was profusely stored with all kinds of vegetables, fruits, 
&c, was most splendidly decorated, and the fountains playing at in- 
tervals had a striking effect. At night, when the gas was lighted, 
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the Butcher market especially had a brilliant appearance. The bells 
rung merrily, and the occasion was regarded by every one as auspici- 
ous for the town. — Local Papers. 

1835 (Oct 23). — Friday, the new church of Dinnington was conse- 
crated by the lord bishop of Carlisle, in the presence of a numerous 
congregation. Prayers were read on the occasion by the rev. John 
Reed, vicar of Newburn, after which an excellent sermon was preached 
by the rev. J. R. Furness. The clergy in attendance were the rev. 
T. Myers, rev. R. Green, rev. R. B. Hunter, rev. C. Reed, rev. J. 
Fox, rev. H. W. Wright, rev. T. Ridley, and the rev. H. Gripps, 
chaplain to the bishop. Dinnington is now a distinct parish, with a 
considerable district, consecrated by the name of the vicarage of St. 
Matthew. The rev. J. Lightfoot, B.D., vicar of Ponteland, patron, 
presented the rev. J. R. Furness, M.A., to tho vicarage of the new 
church. — Ibid. 

October 26. — Newcastle and the surrounding district was visited 
by a severe storm of wind and rain. In many exposed situations 
trees were torn up by the roots, and other damage incurred. In the 
neighbourhood of Berwick, the storm increased to a hurricane, at- 
tended with heavy rain and snow upon the hills. The Tweed in the 
space of 8 hours rose full ten feet perpendicular, and as the tributary 
streams were in full flood, the country was much inundated. The 
storm ceased about midnight, but it was evening before the waters 
abated ; yet so rapidly did it subside that on the next morning there 
was not more than three or four feet water in the bed of the stream. — 
Ibid. 

This month, Mr. Briggs, the keeper of Lambton park, lulled two 
deer with one shot, from a rifle, though the animals were at the 
time 16 yards from each other. The ball passed through the head 
of the nearest, in an oblique direction, and hit the second on the side 
of the head which it nearly penetrated. It was impelled with such 
force and precision, that both animals died without a struggle, and 
apparently at the same point of time. — Ibid. 

November 1. — On the morning of this day, Sunday, the body of a 
young man, about 19 years of age, named Thomas Thorsby, was 
found lying on the edge of a limekiln at the SkinnerVburn, near 
Newcastle, quite dead, and with one of his legs, which had been 
hanging over the edge of the kiln, completely burned off ! It ap- 
peared that he was a young man of drunken habits, and frequently 
went to the limekilns to sleep. An inquest was held on the body, 
and from the investigation, it appeared that he had died from suffo- 
cation — Verdict accordingly. — Ibid. 

November 2. — As the mail coach was returning from Carlisle to 
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Newcastle, it was upset at a place called Goastly dean, about two 
miles west of Hexham. The accident was caused by one of the 
wheelers stumbling on coming on to the bridge which crosses the 
dean, and in attempting to recover itself, the coach swerved, and 
overturned, and rolled over the precipice. The coachman, named 
Aeon, was thrown from his seat, and was so dreadfully mangled, that 
he died almost immediately. Two outside passengers and the guard 
escaped by leaping off the coach. Two ladies and three children who 
were inside, also escaped uninjured, although they rolled down the 
bank with the coach. The passengers and mail bags were forwarded 
in a chaise. On the following day, an inquest was held on the body 
of Aeon, verdict — Accidental death. Deodand on the coach 2s. — 
Local Papers. 

1835 (Nov 5). — As the train of waggons, attached to the Rapid 
steam engine, were proceeding along the railway to Newcastle, from 
Hexham, a cow in one of the pens became alarmed at the noise made 
by the engine, and actually leapt over the rails of the pen, apparently 
with the greatest ease. The poor animal, though she rolled down the 
steep bank, escaped without any injury, and as soon as she recovered 
herself, she galloped after the waggons. The engine was stopped and 
the pen taken back to the station again, where the cow was replaced 
and properly secured with ropes. — Ibid. 

November 7. — On the evening of this day, Saturday, about 5 o'clock, 
a fire broke out in the stove drying-house, belonging to Mr. Thomas 
Lightfoot, paper manufacturer, Heworth shore. An express arrived 
for the engines from Newcastle, which set off promptly, but so rapid 
was the progress of the destructive element, that the building and its 
contents were speedily consumed, rendering the services of the engines 
unnecessary, and they were consequently countermanded, while on the 
road to Heworth. — Ibid. 

November 9. — Monday, a golden eagle was winged, and with some 
difficulty secured, by Mr. Davis, of Waterton, near Blyth- Link-house, 
Northumberland. It was 2£ feet long, and the extent of its wings 
nearly 7 feet. — Ibid. 

November 13. — The Phrenological society of Newcastle, was formed 
and consisted of sixty members including a considerable number of 
medical men. — Ibid. 

November 14. — Was published in Berwick, the first number of a 
Newspaper, entituled the Berwick and Kelso Warder. — Ibid. 

November 17 and 18. — During the nights of these days there were 
most splendid displays of the Aurora Borealis. On the evening of 
the latter in particular, the number — variety of conformation — length 
of stretch across the horizon, and brilliancy of these Northern lights 
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were such as have seldom, if ever been seen in this part of the country. 
They were not of the quickly flitting character generally attributed 
to them, hut they remained stationary in many instances for minutes, 
varying, indeed, at different points in the line of light which they 
marked out, iu the extent of their brilliancy, but still preserving nearly 
the same place. — Local Papers. 

1HE following distressing accident occurred at 
Burdon Main colliery, situated a little to the 
westward of North Shields, on the 1.9th of Nov- 
ember, 1835. On the afternoon of that day 
; (Thursday), a little after three o'clock, some of the 
workmen in the Low Main seam of the middle pit 
were alarmed by what they too truly knew to be 
an explosion of foul air in the adjoining workings, and on proceeding 
to the spot they found that, as a deputy named James Campbell, was 
going his usual rounds to see that everything was safe, an accumulation 
of foul air had taken fire at his candle and produced the melancholy 
accident by which eleven human beings were instantly deprived of ex- 
istence. The mine, it appeared, from what transpired on the inquest, 
had always been so uncommonly free from foul air that the men invari- 
ably wrought with oandles-a lamp never having been used in the work- 
ings. Unlike the generality of such accidents, the origin of the present 
explosion was soon discovered ; it was found to have been caused by 
the negligence, or occasional absence of a boy named Arkley, only ten 
years of age, and who was one of the sufferers. This poor boy had 
neglected to close a door, which it was his sole business to keep shut, 
and which, even by standing open fifteen minutes, would occasion a 
sufficient accumulation of foul air to cause the explosion. The 
force of the blast had been so exceedingly powerful that nothing 
seemed to have been able to resist its progress. Some of the stop- 
pings were blown down ; the trap door above mentioned, together 
with the brick walling on each side of it, was likewise carried to a 
considerable distance ; and even the props, which present very little 
resisting surface, were in several instances swept away. Three men, 
and eight young men and boys, fell victims to the scorching flame, or 
died from the effects of after-damp. Fortunately, when the explosion 
had proceeded to this extent, its ravages ceased ; and on reaching the 
adjoining district, the good air speedily exhausted the desolating 
power of the blast, though the noise and the rushing wind which it 
occasioned soon indicated to the other miners what had happened. 
No time was lost in endeavouring to get at the poor sufferers ; and 
at considerable risk from the after-damp, the whole of the bodies 
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were in a short time removed. In the course of the investigation, 
before the coroner, that gentleman observed to Mr. Johnson of Wil- 
lington, that there was one circumstance which had frequently occur- 
red to him, and that was the impropriety of trusting these doors to 
such very young boys, when so very much depended — both of life and 
property — upon their care and attention, and enquired whether it 
would not be greatly to the advantage of ooal-owners to employ men 
of thirty or forty years of age— men who knew what was committed 
to their charge — to take care of such doors, supposing even an extra 
sum was given to them for doing it. Mr. Johnson said it was a sub- 
ject which had frequently engaged the attention of viewers and others 
having the management of coal-mines ; that they had no means of 
bettering themselves. They had invariably found that boys from ten 
to fourteen years of age were far more tractable, attentive, and obe- 
dient than boys of a more advanced age. They had tried old men, 
and they found them worse than even the boys — not that they were 
wilfully negligent — but they lost their faculties and dozed away their 
time in sleep ; and he did not think they could find a man of middle 
age who would undertake to fill such an office ; there was not one 
about the colliery who would not think himself degraded in such a 
situation. The coroner thought is was a pity that they did not see 
more clearly what was for their own good. Verdict accidental death. 
— Local Papers. 

1835 (Nov. 21). — A little before eleven o'clock at night the corn 
and hay stacks belonging to Mr. Martin Brown, at Scaffold Hill, near 
Long Benton, we're discovered to be on fire. When the alarm was 
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given, Mr. Brown and his family were in bed. The neighbouring 
farmers and their servants were speedily on the spot, and rendered 
the most active assistance. The fire engines from the Grand Allies 
and Backworth collieries were also in speedy attendance, but the fire 
had then reached such a height, that the whole of the stacks were 
consumed, with the exception of one of wheat in the barn, and it was 
only by the greatest exertions on the part of those present that the 
buildings were saved with comparatively trifling injury. Mr. Brown's 
loss amounted to the value of 5 wheat stacks, 5 of oats, 2 of hay, and 
1 of tares, and no part of the property insured, which amounted to 
«£ ) 200. The fire was occasioned by some sparks from the chimney of 
the herd's house adjoining. — Local Papers. 

1835. — Bethel chapel (Independent), North Shields, founded. The 
register of births and baptisms extending from 1835 to 1837. — Bep. 
of Pari. Com. 

November 21.— In consequence of the great quantity of rain which 
fell on this and the preceding day, the river Tyne rose very suddenly, 
overflowed its banks, and covered the low fields from near Ryton to 
the Bedheugh. Some men, at the risk of their lives, saved a consider- 
able number of sheep, but many others were swept off the haughs, 
called the Hassocks, and drowned ; other damage was done to the 
crops and buildings, but not to any great extent. — Local Papers. 

November. — This month, came into operation the "The Tyne- 
mouth Literary and Philosophical Institution." The North Shields 
Subscription Library having for some time been but feebly supported, 
the committee at length deemed it advisable to summon a meeting to 
consider of the best means of reviving it. At this meeting, which 
was held on the 15th of the preceding month, the debt upon the 
library was liquidated by a few generous and public spirited indi- 
viduals, and the ground left clear for new and vigorous measures. 
Another meeting was held on the 28th, John Fenwick, esq., of Pres- 
ton ville, in the chair, when the institution was fully formed, and its 
objects declared to be — 1st. A library of circulation and reference. 
2nd. A museum, consisting of Philosophical apparatus and prepara- 
tions for illustrating popular lectures ; of objects in Natural History, 
and curiosities of all kinds, domestio, foreign, literary, &c. 3rd. 
Popular lectures on subjects of interest in literature and science. 
The rules and regulations of the institution were then read and agreed 
to ; and in addition to the members of the former library, many others 
were announced. Forty guineas had been collected for the purchase 
of apparatus, and several gentlemen of talent and respectability 
offered their assistance in the supplying of papers to be read at the 
meetings of the members, — Ibid. 
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1835 (Nov. 23). — Coal was first shipped from South Hetton colliery 
at Hartlepool, the railway being opened on the main line to that col- 
liery as well as to Thornley. There were from 30 to 40 sail of ships 
in the harbour at the time. — Local Papers. 

November 24. — Tuesday, a slight explosion of inflammable gas, 
took place in Monkwearmouth colliery, by which one man was severely 
burnt in the body, arms, legs, and face, and two others in the arms 
and face. The accident was supposed to have been occasioned by a 
fall of stone, followed by an eruption of gas, which ignited on reaching 
the candles of the workmen. — Ibid. 

November 25. — A most desperate attempt to escape was made 
by three convicts in Newcastle gaol, of the names of Sogers, Sterrit, 
and Leggett. About 7 o'clock, Smith, the turnkey, was summoning 
them from the day room to the usual night apartment, and whilst 
they were going up stairs, Leggett seized a long brush, with a violent 
blow of which, he cut the turnkey's head. Smith, though stunned, 
was not incapable of giving an alarm, and assistance was soon got by 
which the three desperadoes were heavily ironed. The attack was 
no doubt a preliminary step to an escape, for on searching the room, 
they had left, there was found the table broken up and their bedding 
converted into a rope about 40 feet long. — Ibid. 

November 26. — Saturday, an inquest was held at Redlees, in the 
parish of Alwinton, in the county of Northumberland, before Thomas 
Adams Russell, esq., coroner, on view of the body of Mr. James 
Douglass, aged 67 years, a Highland stock farmer, residing at that 
place. It appeared in evidence before the inquest, that the deceased 
had left his home about two o'clock on the Thursday preceding, with 
two friends, on business in that neighbourhood. Blind Burn was the 
last place they were at, and left there in the evening, and it being 
very rainy and dark, and a thick fog setting down upon the hills, a 
person guided them so far over the Feld. After leaving them, they 
lost their way ; the two persons with the deceased got their way to 
the Redlees that night, and told the shepherds that their master was 
lost upon the Feld. They immediately went in search of him, and 
found him the following morning lying at the foot of a precipice, from 
60 to 70 yards high, called Birkey Shank Hill, where he had gone 
over with his horse ; both were quite dead. The deceased was an 
eccentric character, usually calling himself by the initials of his name 
" J. D.," and was well known and much respected in that part of the 
country. Verdict — Accidental death. — Ibid. 

November 28. — Saturday, the new bridge at Alston was opened to 
the public, though not quite completed. /#w£ 
November 30. — Omnibuses commenced running every hour between 
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Newcastle, and Sunderland, in celebration of which the proprietors and 
a party of their friends, about thirty in number, sat down to an 
excellent dinner' at Kay's Hotel, Sunderland. The scene was enliven- 
ed by the presence of the Newcastle and Gateshead Subscription 
Band. — Local Papers. 

1835.— Independent chapel Howdon pans, founded. The register 
of baptisms, 10 entries, extending from 1835 to 1837. — Rep. of Pari. 
Com. 

Nov. — This month the Newcastle and North of England Insurance 
Company, with a capital of <s£300,000, was established. After an 
existence of about two years, the interest of the company was sold 
to the proprietors of the York and London company. — Local Papers. 

November. — A hare being severely pressed by a dog, took refuge 
in a house in Milburn place, North Shields, by dashing through the 
window, to the no small terror of the inmates, who were seated at 
breakfast. After a short chase round the room poor puss was se- 
cured. — Ibid. 

December 1. — The authorities of the extensive parish of Monkwear- 
mouth, met at nine o'clock in the morning for the purpose of " riding 
the boundaries/' a duty that had not been performed for the period of 
forty two years. — Ibid. 

December 1. — About 2 o'clock on the afternoon of this day, 
Tuesday, as Thomas, son of Thomas Anderson, of Amble, about 
eleven years of age, was going on an errand to Warkworth, he passed 
two strange boys by the river side playing, one about sixteen, the 
other about his own age ; they followed and overtook him, the older 
one urged his brother (as is supposed) and the boy Anderson to fight ; 
the latter naturally of a timid disposition, would not, and used every 
means in his power to escape from them, but in vain ; the young 
villain threatening that if he did not fight, he would do for him, and 
took advantage at a part of the road cut away by the river, pounced 
upon him and plunged him over a precipice into the river, at the time 
flooded, and nearly high water, of course very deep, saying, " there 
now," they immediately ran across the fields and got clear off, leaving 
him to drown. He very miraculously got out of the river, assisted, as 
is supposed, by the current setting towards the shore, and a tin can, 
with a close lid, in his hand, would occasion a buoyance. The young 
villains spoke the Scotch dialect, and were supposed to belong to some 
travelling potters, as they had been collecting bones. — Ibid. 

December 4. — The Drury-lane News-room, in Newcastle, was open- 
ed.^ — Ibid. 

December 5. — At the Moot-hall, Castle Garth, on the above day, 
Thomas Lightford, a pitman in the employment of the rev. R. H. 
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;, the owner of Gosforth colliery, was brought before Charles 
John Bigge, esq., a magistrate for the county of Northumberland, 
charged with misconduct towards his employer, in acting contrary to 
his instructions and those of his agents. In certain districts of the 
colliery the pillars of coal formerly left to support the roof of the mine 
were now being worked off or taken away, the effects of removing 
which pillars producing what is termed " a goafe," or large space 
beyond the working walls, which it is impossible to ventilate thorough- 
ly ; a strong current of pure air is carried round by the face of the 
pillars of coal where the men are working, which receives, without any 
material deterioration, the regular discharge of carbonated hydrogen 
gas from the goafe, but in addition to this regular supply, on any 
diminution in the pressure of the atmospheric current (as indicated 
by a fall in the barometer) a great increase in the discharge in- 
variably takes place, which continues until the foul air in the goafe 
re-establishes an equilibrium with the atmosphere. There is likewise 
occasionally a sudden eruption of gas from the goafe caused by the 
shrinking or falling in of the strata above, which materially lessens 
the space of the goafe, and produces an instantaneous outburst of 
" foulness.'" To guard against those sudden discharges of gas, safety- 
lamps are exclusively used in those parts of the mine where the men 
are engaged in working the pillars, as also those into which the air is 
conveyed after quitting the pillar districts. On the morning previous 
to this day, the viewer, Mr. Matthew Liddell, after examining some 
of the whole mine districts, proceeded to the district where the prisoner 
was employed as a " putter," where the men are very extensively 
employed in pillar working. Mr. Liddell was then informed by the 
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deputy (who had the superintendance of that part of the tnine under 
the overman) that the prisoner had, a few minutes before, unscrewed 
the top from off one of the safety-lamps, by which the lives of all the 
men and lads employed in that part of the mine (about 70 in number) 
were placed in imminent peril. Mr. Liddell caused the man to be 
brought before the magistrate, who sentenced him to three months 
imprisonment and hard labour in the house of correction at Tyne- 
mouth, expressing a hope that no colliery-agent would ever again 
allow him, after such conduct, to work in the pits : the possible con- 
sequences of such negligence was dreadful to contemplate, and it did 
not in the least lessen his offence, the fact of the mine being at the 
time free from any dangerous admixture of gas, as the prisoner could 
be no judge of its state. — Local Papers. 

1835 (Dec. 8). — The corporation of Newcastle perambulated the new 
boundaries of the borough, according to the Corporation Reform Act, 
which comprise the Westgate, Elswick, Jesmond, Heaton, and Byker. 
These townships now constitute part of the town and county of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, and are under the jurisdiction of the town authori- 
ties and its civil and criminal courts, an alteration of great importance 
to the district. At ten o'clock in the morning, the company assem- 
bled on the Sandhill, with the right worshipful John Lionel Hood, 
esq. mayor, the town clerk, the sheriff, the stewards of the incorpora- 
ted companies, and several gentlemen, on horseback, in number, up- 
wards of one hundred, and returned to the Sandhill about three 
o'clock. Some of the horsemen were thrown from their seats, but no 
accident of any moment occurred. — Ibid. 

December 16. — In consequence of doubts having been entertained 
whether Sunderland was a corporation entitled to the benefit of the 
Corporation Reform Act, the opinion of the attorney general was 
taken upon the point, and he replied in the affirmative. He also gave 
it as his opinion, that the duties of chief officer, for carrying the 
provisions of that act into effect, devolved, as a matter of right upon 
the freemen. In consequence of this opinion, a requisition, very 
numerously signed, was presented to B. Ogden, esq., the senior free- 
man, soliciting him to act as chief officer on the occasion ; but in 
consequence of his age and indisposition, he politely declined the 
honour, as did also Messrs B. Bray, C. Bramwell, and T. Parker, the 
next three in succession to Mr. Ogden. Mr. Spoor, however, the 
next freeman in seniority, acceded to the wishes of the requisitionists, 
and a public meeting was held on the above day, A. Wright, esq., in 
the chair, at which the thanks of the burgesses were voted to Mr. 
Spoor, and a committee was appointed to secure the benefits of the 
Reform Act to the borough. — Ibid. 
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1835 (Dec. 17). — Workmen commenced filling up the deep dean 
on the eastern side of the Barras bridge, Newcastle. — Local Papers. 

December 17. — Thursday night about twelve o'clock, a fire was 
discovered in the soda water manufactory of Mr. Thwaites, Bird and 
Bush yard, Pilgrim-street, which burnt with great fury, and the whole 
building was soon in flames, but the prompt arrival of the Newcastle 
and North British engines, soon got the better of the devouring ele- 
ment. — Ibid. 

December 21. — A fire was discovered in a stable adjoining the 
farm house of Mr. William Taylor, of Nettlesworth hall, about four 
miles north from Durham, which was subdued by the assistance of 
some of the inhabitants of Plawsworth, and a good supply of water, 
though not until the stable was consumed, and the consequent death 
of four valuable horses ; and on Thursday morning, the 24th, on one 
of the men leaving the house after breakfast, he discovered that every 
one of Mr. Taylor's stacks were in a blaze. A message was immedi- 
ately sent to Durham for the fire engines, but before they arrived or 
other assistance could be obtained, the entire stock in the yard was 
consumed, consisting of seventeen wheat and oat stacks, one pea 
stack, and a hay stack. A thrashing machine was also burnt, be- 
sides great injury being done to the house and other premises. The 
total loss was estimated at £ 1000, only a small portion of which was 
insured. No doubt existed that both fires were the work of incendi- 
arise. — Ibid. 

December 22. — The lord bishop of St. Davids consecrated the new 
church at Stockton-on-Tees. The mayor, the recorder, and corpora- 
tion, with a numerous body of clergy and gentry, walked in proces- 
sion from the town hall to the church, which was completely filled 
both on the ground and gallery floors, and the solemnity and interest 
of the ceremony commanded the utmost attention of the whole. The 
building was from a design of Mr. Green of Newcastle, architect, and 
reflects the greatest credit upon his judgment and taste. — Ibid. 

December 24. — A public meeting was held in the Guild hall, New- 
castle, to take into consideration the melancholy and distressing 
situation in which were placed the crews of ten Greenland ships, 
which were then beset in the ice at Davis' straits,* and to co-operate 
with a committee of gentlemen at Hull, in raising a fund by public 
subscription to forward the sailing of an expedition for their aid, 
captain James Boss, R. N. who had volunteered to take the com- 
mand. For this purpose one ship (the Cove) had been offered to 



* Two of these vessels, the Lady Jane, and the Grenville Bay, belonged to the port of 
Tyne, and a third, the Norfolk, to Berwick upon Tweed. 
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Slid accepted by government, and the admiralty agreed to commission 
her, to fill her with stores and. provisions, and to pay and. pension the 
men from the different ports who should volunteer to form her crew. 
The whole of the resolutions were carried unanimously, and a sep- 
arate subscription was commenced on behalf of the wives and families 
of the seamen who were detained in the ice. — Local Papers. 

1835 (December). — Died, this month, in Carpenter-street, South 
Shields, aged 100 years, Cecelia Russell, many years employed in the 
salt-pans there. — Ibid. 

December 24. — This month a market for hides and skins was 
established in Newcastle, and the first market was held on the above 
day. — Ibid. 

December 25. — A beautiful piece of road leading from Westgate- 
street, and commencing on the west side of the hospital of St. Mary 
the Virgin, to the Infirmary, was opened. The Subscription band of 
music under the direction of Mr. Hudson, played in the front ; a 
chariot, in which were Mr. Pearson, the surveyor, Mr. Dobson, the 
corporation architect, Mr. Dawson and Mr. R. Featherston, followed ; 
after which came the railway coach and five or six other coaches. 
The day was pleasant and thousands of spectators attended, although 
it had not been announced above two hours that it would be opened 
publicly. — Hid. 



CHAPTER XII. 



MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 

T Newcastle, the first election of town coun- 
cillors under the new Corporation Reform Act, 
took place on Saturday the 26th of December, 
1835, at the respective polling places, and on 
Monday the 28th the result was announced 
in the Guildhall, by J. L. Hood, esq., the 
returning officer. The announcement was 
appointed for twelve o'clock at noon, but, 
such was the anxiety of the friends of the 
respective candidates, and, indeed, of the public generally, to learn 
the result, the hall was crowded considerably before that time. At 
twelve o'clock his worship, the mayor, took his place on the bench, 
and said he now appeared before them to discharge the last duty 
which devolved upon him as mayor, namely to announce to the meet- 
ing the successful candidates in the election of proper persons to act 
as town councillors under the new Municipal Reform Bill. His wor- 
ship then read the return of the several wards, of which the following 
is a copy : — 

St. Nicholas's Wabd. — John Fife, Addison L. Potter, Thomas 
Doubleday, Robert Robinson, George Boyd, and?John Nichol. 

St. John's Ward. — James Hodgson, E. Charnley, J. R. Feather- 
ston, Isaac Burrell, George Bargate, and Abraham Dawson. 

All Saints' East Wabd. — Stephen Lowrey, Joseph Crawhall, 
Anthony Easterby, Henry Shield, Robert Rayne, and William 
Wright. 

All Saints' West Wabd. — James Sillick, John Spedding, Wil- 
liam B. Proctor, Joshua Johnson, Benjamin Bradshaw, and Alex- 
ander Reed. 

St. Andrew's North Ward. — Dr. Headlam, R. P. Philipson, 
vol. it. 2 N 
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Thomas Bell, Edward Lowrey, Thomas Dunn, and James Archbold. 

St. Andrew's South Ward. — Charles John Bigge, John L. Hood, 
John Brandling, Henry Bell, Anthony Nichol (Spital tongues), 
and C. Myers. 

Westgate Ward. — James Finlay, Joseph Lamb, and George 
Thomas Dunn. 

Jesmond Ward. — Robert Plummer, John Ridley, and Armorer 
Donkin. 

The chairman then said, that previous to leaving that situation, he 
would take the opportunity of thanking his friends and the inhabitants 
of the town generally for the confidence they had reposed in him, 
and the kindness they had shewn him whilst in the discharge of the 
duties with which they had entrusted him. If, by his conduct in that 
situation, he had gained their good opinion, he was amply repaid for 
all the trouble which he had experienced during the fifteen months which 
he had filled the office of their chief magistrate ; and as he had had 
the honour of being placed in the new town council, he would beg leave 
to thank his friends for that honour, and to assure them that he 
would continue to exert himself to the utmost in the promotion of 
every measure which would be for the benefit and prosperity of the 
town. In conclusion Mr. Hood observed, that during the time that 
he was associated with the old corporation, they had done the best 
they could for the town, and he, on his part, was determined still to 
do so— with these assurances, and a renewal of his thanks, he would 
cordially bid them farewell. Several of the members of the council 
then returned thanks for their respective elections, and stated their 
determination to do every thing in their power for the maintenance of 
the prosperity of the town — and for carrying out all the purposes 
contemplated by the new Municipal Reform Bill. Mr. Potter moved 
the thanks of the meeting to the chairman, which was carried by 
acclamation, and the company dispersed. On Thursday the 31st the 
councillors assembled in the mayor's chamber, and after subscribing 
the necessary declaration, and taking the oaths prescribed in the act, 
they proceeded to the election of the following gentlemen as aldermen, 
viz. — Ohas. John Bigge, Dr. Headlam, J. Spedding, Jas. Losh, 
Geo. Thos. Dunn, Anthy. Easterby, Col. Bell, Arm. Donkin, John 
Fife, A. L. Potter, Thos. Batson, John Ridley, John Fenwick, and 
Jas. Hodgson. 

Ghas. John. Bigge, esq., mayor,* Thomas Dunn, esq., sheriff. 
For some time previous to the elections, a great degree of excite- 
ment was exhibited in Newcastle. Several meetings were held in the 
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various parishes and wards, for the purpose of Dominating proper 
persons to perform the duties which would devolve upon town coun- 
cillors ; a great number of addresses from the candidates of the several 
wards appeared in the different newspapers ; many appeals to the 
electors were also made by means of handbills and printed circulars ; 
and upon the whole appearances in many respects resembled those 
of an election for members of parliament. 

QUALLY great was the excitement manifested 
by all parties in the borough of Gateshead for 
several days previous to the election of councillors, 
which took place there on the same day, when the 
following gentlemen were chosen for the respective 
wards, viz. — 

East Ward. — George Hawks, James Hymers, 
John Abbot, John Colman, Benjamin Matchett, 
and John Greene. 

West Ward. — James Pollock, Thomas Cummins, John Barras, 
John Fairbairn, Edmund Graham, and John Bell Johnson. 

South Ward. — George Sowerby, Thomas Wilson, William Henry 
Brockett, Robert Davis, Michael Hall, and Robert Robson. 

On Thursday the election of aldermen for Gateshead took place, 
when the following were elected : — 

East Ward. — John Abbot, and George Hawks. 
West Ward. — John Barras, and James Pollock. 
South Ward. — Michael Hall, and Thomas Wilson. 

George Hawks, esq., mayor.* 
UNDERLAND.— The election of town councillors 
for this borough was conducted with much in- 
terest and good order. A band of music, and a 
display of silk banners bearing inscriptions para- 
ded the town at intervals during the day ; though 
much excitement prevailed, not a single instance 
of a breach of the peace occurred. The names 
of the councillors were proclaimed at tho Town 
hall on Tuesday, December 29, by Mr. Spoor, the 
chief officer, and were received with three cheers. They were as 
follow. — 

Monkwearmouth "Ward. — James Allison, Cooper Abbs, Thomas 
Speeding, Matthew Robson, the younger, George Wilkin Hall, and 
George Hudson. 

West Ward. — Emerson Muschamp, Andrew White, Barnabas 
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Sharp, PhlUp Laing, Henry Scott (of Southwick), anil John Gordon 
Black. 

Bridge Ward. — John Coull Carr, John Hopper, William Reid 
Clanny, John Hutchinson, Errington Bell Ord, and William Carr. 

Saint Michael's Ward. — Richard White, Robert Burdon Cay, 
John Lotherington, James Vint, Andrew Godfrey Balm, and Wu- 
liam Blaokett. 

Bishop wearmouth Ward. — Andrew White, Thomas Mar wood, 
the younger, George Booth, Robert Spoor, Thomas Brown, the 
younger, and John Atkin. 

Sunderland Ward. — John Barry, the younger, Joseph Lee, 
Thomas Taylor, William Kirk, the younger, Jeremiah Sowerby, and 
William Boyes Walker, 

East Ward. — Richard Spoor, William Nicholson, Thomas Reed, 
the younger, Thomas Reed (Nicholson street), Robert Dixon, and 
William French. 

On Thursday the following gentlemen were elected Aldermen of 
Sunderland : — 
East Ward. — Richard Spoor, and Thomas Reed, jun. 
Wist Ward. — Barnabas Sharp, and Philip Laing. 
Sunderland Ward. — William Kirk, jun., and Thomas Taylor. 
Bibhopwearmouth Ward. — Thomas Brown, jun., and John Atkin. 
Bridge Ward. — William Reid Clanny, M. D., and J. C. Carr. 
Monkwearmocth Ward. — James Allison, and C. Abbs. 
Saint Michael's Ward. — R. White, and John Lotberington. 
Town Clerk. — John Pezall Kidson. 

Andrew White, esq., mayor.* 
) HE election for the town council, in the city of 
Durham, excited a good deal of interest and 
bustle during the day. The polling took place 
before the mayor and town clerk. There was 
little or no canvassing, and the election fell on 
I the following persons : — 

South Ward. — Thomas Green well, Edward 
1 Shipperdson, John Trotter, John Burrell, Robert 
* Rob son, and George Appleby. 
North Ward. — John Marshall, Robert Ovington, B. Hoggett, B. 
Stafford, George Harle, and John Bramwell. 

St. Nicholas Ward. — H. Marshall, G. Robson, W. Bippon, John 
Henderson, Wm. Darling, and Wm. Greene. On Thursday, the 
following gentlemen were chosen to be the aldermen of the corporation 
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of Durham : — Messrs. J. Burrell, Dr. Trotter, J. Bramwell, Robert 

Robson, H. Marshall, and A. W. Hutchinson. 

Thos. Greenwell, esq., mayor.* 
ORPETH election of councillors took place on 
the same day, and after the close of the poll, the 
court adjourned to 12 o'clock on Monday, when 
the Bailiff, Mr. Railston, declared the choice of 
electors to have fallen on the following gen- 
tlemen : — Anthony Charlton, John Oreighton, 
Richard Lewins, Thomas Jobling, Dr. Hedley, 
George Hood, Wm. Clark, Robert Blakey, John 
Bates, Robert Hopper, Dr. Trotter, and Wm. 

Singleton. Anth. Charlton returned thanks for himself and colleagues, 

and moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Railston for his impartial conduct 

in the chair, which was seconded by Mr. Creighton. 

Anthony Charlton, esq., mayor.* 
|T Stockton on December 26th, the following were 
elected councillors : — Christopher Lodge, Robert 
Lamb, Christopher Martin, William Robinson, 
Thomas Walker, Robinson Watson, Joshua 
Byers, George Walton, Thomas Jennett, Robert 
Jordison, Joseph Wade, Samuel Braithwaite, 
George Applegarth, John Robinson Walker, Wil- 
liam Skinner, sen., Christopher Coales, Thomas 
Heaviside, and Joseph Claxton. On the 31st 

the councillors elected the following from their own body to be 

aldermen: — William Skinner, sen., Robert Jordison, Christopher 

Lodge, Robert Lamb, Robinson Watson, and Thomas Walker. 

William Skinner, sen., esq., mayor.* 
ERWICK-UPON-TWEED.— In this a* in the 
other boroughs, preliminary meetings of the bur- 
gesses were held and lists of candidates proposed. 
The following are the names of the councillors 
elected : — 

North Ward. — John Wilson, George K. Nichol- 
son, George Gilchrist, John Clay, Thomas Char- 
tres, jun., and John Tait. 
South Ward. — John Millar Dickson, Robert 

Marshall, William Marshall, Richard Reavely, William Young, and 

Robert Ramsay. 

Middle Ward. — George Bogue, Joseph Hubback, George John- 
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ston, M. D., Patrick Mole, Alexander Moor, and Thomas Cockburn. 

On Thursday the 31st, the following gentlemen were elected alder- 
men : — William Wilson, George Patterson, Thomas Thompson, 
Charles Robson, John Dewar, and Thomas Bogue. 

John Wilson, esq. mayor, John Pratt, esq. sheriff.* 

Subsequent elections were held in each of the above boroughs to 
supply the vacancies occasioned by the election of councillors to the 
office of aldermen. — Local Papers. 

1835 (Dec. 31). — A gold watch was lost in a field near Cramling- 
ton ; the field was soon after sown, twice harrowed, once rolled, and 
twice weeded, and the watch was found on the 15th of Sept. 1836, 
in no wise injured. — Ibid. 

Same day, the exchange clock at Sunderland, which had been out 
of use for nearly ten years, was set in action, having been repaired 
and furnished with a new bell. The clock has four dials, three of 
which are new ; they are all of glass, and at night are lighted with 
gas. — Ibid. 

1836 (Jan. 1). — The foundation stone of a chapel was laid in Lins- 
kill-street, North Shields, for the Methodist New Gonnextion. — Ibid. 

January 5. — Tuesday, a gentleman residing in Bishopwearmouth 
found a pin in an egg which he was eating. A few weeks previously 
three hens, belonging to the same gentleman, died in one night, and 
on one of them being opened, a pin was found in the intestines. — Ibid. 

January 6. — Wednesday, the Grenville bay whaler, arrived in the 
Tyne, an event which was hailed as a joyous occasion at Tynemouth, 
and North and South Shields. The colours of the Loyal Standard 
and Good Design Associations were hoisted at their offices, and the 
sands at the low lights and South Shields were crowded with spec- 
tators, who evinced the pleasure they felt by heartily cheering the 
vessel as she gallantly sailed up the river. The Grenville bay had 
three fish and about seventy tons of oil. Captain Taylor and his 
crew, generally were in good health, considering the distressing pri- 
vations they had endured. The cook unfortunately fell overboard 
on the passage home. The crew were put upon full allowance on the 
vessel getting clear of the ice on the 16th December, and their 
remained on arrival, about a ton and a half of beef and pork, and 
sixteen cwt. of bread, which were calculated to support the crew, on 
short allowance, till the beginning of May. Captain Taylor stated, 
that after the 11th November, the Grenville bay, Lady Jane, and 
Norfolk, continued to drift southward, having the Abram in sight. 
On the 20th, saw the land, distant about forty miles, in lat. 64, The 
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prevailing winds being easterly, they continued to drift southward 
and set shoreward, and on the 8th December they were in the mouth 
of Hudson's bay, Resolution island bearing east 15 or 20 miles. — 
They were then carried by the current to Green island, and pro- 
ceeded a considerable way in Ungava bay ; but, very fortunately, a 
current swept them along the land and round Batten's island, and 
carried them entirely out of Hudson's straits, where they were appre- 
hensive at one time they would have to winter. There were fre- 
quent partial openings in the park of ice, and the ships took advan- 
tage to proceed eastward, and heavy swells aided their escape ; but 
the vessels received some heavy blows from the ice. When the 
Grenville bay got into the water on the 16th, the Lady Jane was not 
in sight, having set by the current to the westward the preceding 
day. This was in latitude 58 50, and distant from the Labrador 
coast 30 miles. Several whales were seen in about lat. 61 30, and 
though the attempt was made to take them, it was unsuccessful, 
owing, probably, to the unfit state the crews were in for fishing. — 
Local Papers. 

1836 (Jan. 6). — A fatal accident occurred at the Down's pit, Hetton 
colliery. Philip Snooks and Matthew Rutherford, coal hewers, got 
into the loop to descend into the mine to work, when they fell to the 
bottom, a depth of 180 fathoms, in consequence of the loop not being 
fast to the chain. Two masons who were working in the shaft at the 
time providentially escaped. — Ibid. 

January. — According to an admeasurement by the town surveyor, 
the streets of Newcastle-upon-Tyne were found, at this period, to 
extend upwards of twenty eight miles in length. — Ibid. 

January 9. — The Norfolk whaler, of Berwick, arrived off that port. 
Daylight in the morning discovered the long looked-for vessel anchored 
in the bay. The intelligence spread rapidly over the town, diffusing 
in its progress unalloyed gratification, and all classes were seen in 
groups travelling to the pier and ramparts to obtain a confirmation of 
the report. The Norfolk left the ice on the 13th of December, and 
arrived at Orkney on January 8th. The crew were free from disease, 
but generally very weak ; one man belonging to Kirkwall died during 
the time she was locked in the ice. — They had been on short allow- 
ance from about the middle of October. — Ibid. 

This month, Mr. W. Martin of Wallsend constructed a safety 
lamp for mines, for which he claimed the invention. It was very 
ingeniously contrived, so as to be extinguished when the atmosphere 
had got to an inflammable pitch. — Ibid. 

January 16. — Died, at Monkend, near Croft, aged 85, Charles 
Colling, esq., the original breeder of the Durham short-horned cattle, 
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with the celebrity of which breed his name is inseparably connected. — 
Local Papers. 

1836 (Jan. 12). — A public meeting was held at Burnop-field, for the 
purpose of establishing a Literary and Mechanical Institution, Mr. 
Hutfc, M. P., for Hull, in the chair, when resolutions were passed, 
and very great interest was manifested by the assembled meeting. — 
Bid. 

The reformed town council of the Borough of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
at a meeting held on Thursday, January 21, 1836, decided, by a 
majority of 25 to 2 1 , that the mansion house, on the system heretofore 
practised, should be discontinued ; that the mayor should receive 
■£1000 yearly, for the purpose of keeping up certain restricted hos- 
pitalities, &c. ; that the judges of assize should be lodged at the 
expence of the corporation, in a house either taken, built, or pur- 
chased ; and that the mayor should reside in his own house, or hare 
the option of dwelling in the house aforementioned, during his mayor- 
alty, excepting during the period of the stay of the judges. The 
judges have however, since this decision, been accommodated with 
private lodgings, taken for the time, in a house in Eldon square, the 
proposed official dwelling, not having been taken, built, or purchased; 
in consequence, the mayors under the new act, have never been able 
to avail themselves of the privilege of partial residence therein 
granted to them by the council in January this year. — Ibid. 

January 23. — About three o'clock on the morning, the house of 
Mr. Dixon, glazier, Tyne street, Newcastle, was discovered to be on 
fire, by Mrs. Marshall, a washerwoman, residing nearly opposite. 
The flames raged with such fury, that the whole house was in a few 
minutes in a blaze. — Mr. Dixon, his wife, and six of his children, 
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being unable from the smoke to make their escape by the door, got 
out by the window. He had eight children, and at first hoped their 
lives had been preserved. However, two fine girls, one thirteen, and 
another nine, who, it is supposed, were on their way to their room 
anxious to get their clothes on, unhappily perished before their situa- 
tion was known ! The furniture and stock in trade were altogether 
destroyed. The building was burnt to the ground. The engines of 
the different fire offices were in attendance, but not till between four 
and five o'clock, and of course their services could .only extend to the 
prevention of the houses on either side suffering the same fate. Mr. 
Dixon had «£100 in the house, which together with the whole of the 
stock of oils varnishes &c. were totally destroyed. A subscription 
was commenced on behalf of Mr. Dixon and family, who bore the 
character of a worthy, respectable, and industrious tradesman, de- 
serving of public sympathy. The house was insured in the Newcastle 
and North of England Insurance company's office. In connection 
with this melancholy event, the following incident is worthy of being 
recorded : — On the Monday after the fire, Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., 
paid a visit to the Broad and Grown glass works, of which he was the 
principal proprietor, and, according to custom, presented a sum of 
money among the workmen, to drink his health. This pleasure, 
however, they generously denied themselves, and applied the gift in 
aid of the subscription for their unfortunate neighbour, Mr. Dixon. 
This appropriation of the money having been made known to the 
worthy baronet, he was so much pleased with it, that he repeated his 
donation to them as a reward for their benevolent conduct. — Local 
Papers. 

January 23. — During the whole of this day (Saturday), Newcastle 
and the northern district generally was visited with a violent storm of 
wind, from the south-west, which did considerable damage to the 
buildings in that and the neighbouring towns, by blowing down 
chimneys, unroofing houses, &c. A large chimney at Gowpen quay 
salt works Was blown down, the buildings were unroofed, and the 
walls greatly damaged. At North Shields, the boats for some time 
were prevented crossing the river, and the roofs of several houses 
were very much injured by the chimneys falling. One fell on Mr. 
Spence's house, and went through the ceiling ; fortunately none of the 
family were injured. A very large chimney fell on Mr. Peart's, the 
postmaster's house, carried in the roof and severely hurt one of the 
domestics. The new church which was nearly finished, suffered great 
damage ; eight of the spires down to the basis, were thrown off; a 
part of them fell through the roof, and did considerable damage to 
the pews ; the vestry chimney and cross fell on the chancel, and drove 
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the ceiling entirely in. Morpeth and the neighbourhood suffered con- 
siderably, a number of houses were partly unroofed, and a number of 
chimnies blown down. Meldon park, the splendid seat of Isaac 
Gookson, esq., was partly unroofed, and a great deal of glass broken. 
At Shawdon hall, the seat of Wm. Pawson, esq., a magnificent 
painted window was totally destroyed ; and a woman was blown out 
of a cart, on Alnwick moor, and had her arm broken. Throughout 
the North and South Tyne, the storm raged with great fury. At 
Gapheaton, walls were broken down, and trees of the largest dimen- 
sions were torn up by the roots, one of which falling upon Miss 
Isabella Robson, killed her upon the spot. At Newcastle, the steeple 
of St. John's church was partially blown down, and the windows of 
the Baptist chapel, Marlborough-crescent, received considerable dam- 
age, and but for the prompt attention and active exertions of the 
joiners, who were sent for immediately on the circumstance being 
discovered, the probability is that the whole of the windows would 
have been blown out. About six o'clock in the evening, the chim- 
ney connected with the retorts at the gas works, was blown down, and 
fell upon the roof of the building, under which the workmen were at 
the time employed. At the moment of the accident, the greater 
portion of the roof, together with the west gable, gave way with a 
tremendous crash. Six of the men were covered by the ruins, all of 
whom were speedily extricated. From the mass of materials blown 
down, their escape with life is almost miraculous. Three of them 
however sustained considerable injury. Some portion of the rafters 
which fell upon the retorts having ignited, the violence of the wind 
caused great apprehension that the fire might extend ; but to guard 
against such a calamity, sufficient length of pipe to command the 
whole premises was promptly attached to a fire-plug in the Manors, 
by the firemen of the Newcastle Insurance office. This important 
and judicious office was performed under the able direction of Mr. 
Woods, superindent of the Newcastle Fire office, and one of the 
directors of the gas company, who was on the spot a few minutes 
after the accident. By this means an ample supply of water to com- 
mand the whole premises, was obtained from pressure only. The 
engines of the North British and Sun fire offices were also speedily 
present, but fortunately their services were not required. The exer- 
tions of Mr. Mather and the men of the establishment, assisted by 
the firemen and others, merited the highest commendation. — Local 
Papers. 

1836 (Jan. 26). — Tuesday, an inquest was held at the New inn, 
Hope town, near Darlington, on view of the bodies of Jane, the wife, 
and Margaret and William, the two infant children of William Lister, 
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the younger, whitesmith, of the above place, who, on Monday after- 
noon, were returning from Darlington market up the depot branch 
of the Stockton and Darlington railway, when four very heavily 
laden store waggons were coming down; the little girl stept from 
the footpath into the main line, and the mother, with the other 
infant in her arms, stretched out her hand to rescue her from 
danger, when the waggons coming instantly upon them, knocked 
the mother down, and the whole three were run over and killed 
upon the spot. The jury after a careful investigation, returned 
a verdict of accidental death, with a deodand of 5s. on the waggon. 
— Local Papers. 

1836 (January). — A very substantial bridge, of good workman- 
ship, was finished across the river Wansbeck, at the Morpeth grange 
ford. It was built by subscription, by Mr. Thomas King builder. 
This makes the fourth bridge erected across the river, all within a 
mile and a half. — Ibid. 

January 28. — An awful explosion occurred in the celebrated 
Hetton colliery, near Hough ton-le-Spring, by which twenty human 
beings lost their lives, and another was so dreadfully scorched as to 
afford but faint hopes of his recovery. Upwards of one hundred 
persons were employed in the pit at the time the explosion occured, 
but owing to the accident being confined to one of the workings, 
namely the Downs pit, the number of victims was less than might 
have been expected. From the evidence adduced on the coroner's 
inquest it appeared that the explosion was caused by the negligence 
or inattention of a boy who had the charge of a trap door, and whose 
duty was to keep it shut as much as possible, in order that the part 
of the pit where the men were working might be purified by a current 
of air. From the evidence of several witnesses experienced in the 
management of mines, (including Mr. George Hunter, of Painsher, 
viewer to the marquess of Londonderry), there existed no doubt that 
the general ventilation of the pit was excellent. The whole of the 
evidence tended to shew that, had the men been working with the 
Davy lamp, instead of candles, no explosion would have occurred ; 
but, it was stated that the men, even in situations where danger 
existed, had an antipathy to its use, because from candles they had 
a better light. — Ibid. 

This month, Letters Patent were granted to Stephen Reed, esq., of 
Newcastle, for an improvement of the colliery corf-bow and hook ; in- 
ventions meriting general adoption, not less for their perfect safety 
than simplicity. The hook is also well adapted for general purposes, 
on board ship, in dock-yards, warehouses, and in short, in all cases 
where cranes are used. — Ibid. 
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1836 (Jan. 29).— Died, at the advanced age of 91, William Scott, 
baron S to well of Stowell park, in the county of Gloucester, D. C. L., 
F. R. S., and F. S. A., Master of the Faculties, and a member of the 
privy council. 

Lord Stowell was born on the 17th of Oct. 1745, 0.S. at Heworthin 
the county of Durham. His mother was Jane, daughter of Mr. Henry 
Atkinson, hoastman, and his father William Scott, a substantial coal- 
fitter and merchant residing in Love-lane, Newcastle. Owing to the re- 
bellion that broke out in 1745, and the alarm then prevalent in New- 
castle which had been fortified against the Pretender, his mother, when 
in an advanced state of preguancy, was lowered in a basket from the 
town wall, into a boat which lay in waiting to convoy her to Heworth, 
on the southern shore of the Tyne.* Here she was delivered of a boy 
and a girl, twins, William afterwards lord Stowell, and Barbara who died 
young. In consequence of this, Newcastle was deprived of the honour 
of being his birth-place, yet otherwise the circumstance was produc- 
tive of good. It rendered him eligible when at Oxford for a Durham 
scholarship — and that was the stepping stone to his further honours. 
But the waters of Isis only watered the seeds that had already been 
sown in the fertile soil. At the Grammar school of Newcastle he 



The Chancel of the Chapel of 3. Mart V. Newcastle. Uwd u the Gnmmu School. 
Sketched doling iU demolition in 1844. 

* The lees romantic, but perhaps more accurate, version of this story is that Mrs. 
Scott Wing in consequence of the excitement prevailing in Newcastle, removed to 
Heworth ; the medical gentleman, who was summoned from Newcastle to attend her, 
descended the town wall in a basket, rather than lose the time necessary for obtaining the 
permission of the mayor to pass through the gates then closed. — Ttcist'i life of Lord 
FJdon.wL I. p. 37- 1" Ed. 
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received his early education, under the able tuition of the rev. Hugh 
Moises, a gentleman of high classical attainments, as well as possessed 
of the happy art of gaining the affections of his scholars. To the 
advice of this excellent man both lord Stowell and lord Eldon were 
indebted for being sent to Oxford. In 1761, William Scott was 
matriculated at that University, having gained a Durham scholarship 
at Corpus Ohristi College; and in Nov. 1764, he took his Bachelors 
Degree. In the following month he was elected Probationary Fellow 
of Oxford College ; and further, one of the greatest compliments that 
could have been paid to his learning, he was at the age of 20 ap- 
pointed College Tutor. In 1767 he took his Master's degree, and in 
1772, May 30, he became B. C. L., having determined to follow the 
Civil Law as a profession. In the year 1774 he was elected Camden 
reader of Ancient History, vacant by the death of Mr. Warneford, 
and " never " says a writer in the Law Magazine " were the duties of 
the professorship so ably fulfilled since its first institution in 1662. 
His lectures are said to have been attended by the largest concourse of 
academics ever known, who were equally delighted with the classical 
eloquence of his style, the admirable arrangement of his subject and 
the luminous information conveyed by him. In these particulars they 
successfully competed with the course of lectures delivered by the 
Vinerian professor Blackstone, which they equalled (it would have 
been impossible to have done more) in popularity." Of Scott's merits 
in this office, both Dr. Parr and Gibbon have written in the highest 
terms of commendation. 

In 1776, Scott withdrew from the arduous duties of Tutor and 
devoted himself more particularly to those duties which were happily 
blended with the enquiries of the professor. Until 1779 he remained 
at Oxford, but in that year he took the degree of D. C. L., and en- 
rolled himself a member of the College of Doctors at Law practising 
in the Ecclesiastical and Admiralty Courts. Shortly after his first 
settling in the metropolis he became enrolled amongst the wits, in 
an age that could boast of Dr. Johnson, sir Wm. Jones, and sir 
Joshua Reynolds. With Johnson indeed, and sir Joshua Reynolds, 
he was soon on terms of sincere friendship which continued till the 
day of their death. In 1 783 he was appointed registrar of the court of 
Faculties, and in 1788 he was selected by the bishop of London, to 
be judge of the consistory court. In the same year he was advanced 
to the lucrative office of advocate-general, and knighted. By a 
singular coincidence, his brother, sir John Scott, afterwards lord 
Eldon, received the honour of knighthood as solicitor-general, within 
two months of sir William, and in the same year they both took their 
seats at the board as privy councillors. In 1790, on the death of B*. 
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Halifax, bishop of St. Asaph, he was chosen master of the Faculties) 
and in 1798, as a crowning honour, was created judge of the high 
court of admiralty. 

Previous to this, in 1782, he married* his first wife, Anne Maria, 
eldest daughter and co-heiress of John Bagnall of Early court, Berk- 
shire, by which marriage, besides acquiring a connection with the 
Portsmouth family, he became at a later period possessed of the 
family residence, near Beading : but his position at this time rendered 
him independent of the patronage of the great. On the death of sir 
Roger Newdigate, in 1780, he aspired to the representation of Oxford 
university, but here he met with powerful rivals. Sir William, then 
Mr. Jones, also declared himself a candidate, offering to forego the 
prospect of an Indian judgeship of i?6000 a year as a trifle compared 
to the honour of the seat, and sir William Dolben, a country gentle- 
man, also appeared in the field. The last proved the successful candi- 
date, and in doing so verified the prediction of Dr. Johnson on the 
subject— "Did I tell you" (he writes to Mr. Thrale) "that Scott 
and Jones both offer themselves. They are struggling hard for what 
others think neither of them will obtain, the members of the convo- 
cation have always evinced a partiality in the abstract to a country 
gentleman above a lawyer, and for the elder to the younger man." 
Many years after this, however, sir William Scott obtained the 
object of his ambition. In 1784 he was returned to parliament for 
Downton, but was unseated on a scrutiny, and at the general election 
in 1 790, he succeeded in representing that borough. When in par- 
liament he confined his eloquence either to important occasions, or to 
matters in which the interests of the church were threatened with 
invasion ; and in cases of the latter description he ever appeared as 
the church's warmest advocate. The act for amending the 21st of 
Henry VII. intitled " Spiritual persons abridged for having pluralities 
of livings or from taking of farms" was introduced and carried by 
him, as well as a measure for procuring a better legislative provision 
for stipendary curates, the foundation of a more useful act of lord 

* The history of this successful advocate adds another example to the too common 
destiny which debars man from obtaining the object of his first strong affections. In 
earlier life he had entertained a deep passion for Miss Jane Reay, of Newcastle, the 
sister of his brother John's college friend and correspondent, H. U. Reay, esq. t but it 
was unrequited. The lady afterwards became the wife of Thomas Yorke, esq., of 
Halton place in the county of York. Lord Stowell, when an octogenarian, requested 
a common friend to enquire of Mrs. Yorke, if she would permit him to send her an 
engraving of himself which had then been just finished — thus evincing that he had not 
ceased to remember, and perhaps to "rue that they had ever met*" The friend executed 
his commission; and the required permission was gracefully given, and the engraving 
accordingly presented. 
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Harrowby by which they were rescued from a state of degrading 
penury. At the age of 75 he was selected in 1820, on the meeting of 
the new parliament, to move Mr. Manners Sutton into the chair, and 
this task he performed with a dignified grace that proved the pro- 
priety of the selection. But the eloquence of sir Wm. Scott, chaste 
and ornamental as it undoubtedly was in the senate, shone forth with 
a more powerful lustre in his own peculiar sphere on the judgment 
seat. It was then as a judge of the Consistory and Admiralty courts 
he gave those elaborate decisions which have raised his name as the 
greatest of English civilians, far above that of the learned Selden, 
and entitled his memory to the highest admiration, even on the west- 
ern shores of the Atlantic. The nature of this work prevent our 
giving extracts from his judgments, we must refer our reader to the 
Ecclesiastical Reports of Haggard and Phillimore, and the Admiralty 
Reports of Robinson and Dodson. There, " in the former volumes 
especially, are concentrated some of the most beautiful specimens of 
clear reasoning and chastened style that can any where be found. 
Religion might select passages in them for her texts, and Philosophy 
discourse on them for her mottoes. They contain the ipsissima 
verba of the old man, eloquent ; the best words in the best places." 
The judgment of sir Wm. Scott in Dalrymple v. Dalrymple as a 
specimen of composition, is perhaps equal to anything in the English 
language. Whilst the mode in which the grand relationship of mar- 
riage is treated is as beautiful as it is instructive. Of his Admiralty 
judgments, authorities the most distinguished have spoken in the 
highest terms. Grenville, Canning, and lord Mansfield were all unani- 
mous in their opinions and declared that " Sir W. Scott was revered 
in every part of the world where a love of justice and equity pre- 
vailed." But further testimony if any were wanting may be fonnd at 
the hands of foreigners. Lord Stowel printed for private distribution 
some copies of his judgments and sent one to the Admiralty judge of 
the United States. After acknowledging the present, this gentleman 
continued. — " In the excitement caused by the hostilities then raging 
between our countries, I frequently impugned your judgments, and 
considered them as severe and partial, but on a calm review of them, 
after a lapse of years, I am bound to confess my entire conviction 
both in their accuracy and equity. I have taken care that they shall 
form the basis of the Maritime Law of the United States, and I 
have no hesitation in saying they ought to do so in that of every 
civilized country in the world." 

On the coronation of George IV., lord Eldon having been created 
an earl, sir W. Scott was raised to the peerage by the title of baron 
Stowell, a promotion that had for some time been expected ; but in the 
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house of lords he spoke but seldom. His May of life was then in the 
sear and yellow leaf, and the hand of age was upon him ; for some 
time longer however he continued on the bench, till, in 1828, having 
been for some time suffering from infirmity of eyes and other ailments, 
he retired into the calm seclusion of private life ; and in doing so, it is 
almost needless to add, carried the esteem of all men with him. For 
a short period previous to his retirement sir Charles Robinson had 
been in the habit of delivering his decisions, and upon some occasions 
the counsel in different causes had been accustomed to read them for 
him. From this time till the day of his death, he principally resided at 
Early court, his seat in Berkshire, enjoying for a few years the plea- 
sure of society and delighting all around him with his conversation, 
stored as it was with anecdote and information ; but shortly before 
his death he suffered considerably in mind and body from the usual 
attendants on old age, and on Thursday the 26th of January, 1836, 
died without pain or consciousness after a few days' illness. 

In 1813, lord S to well then in his 65th year, had married a 
second wife, lady Louisa Katherine, third daughter and coheir of 
lord Howe, and widow of John Dennis Brown, marquis of Sligo. 
By this marriage he left no family, but Uy his first wife he had issue, 
Marianne (who married first, 1809, Thomas Townsend, esq., and 
secondly, 18*23, Henry Viscount Sidmouth,) and died recently, and 
William, born March, 1794, who died during the life of his father. 

" In his moral deportment " says the article before quoted " Lord 
S to well was exemplarily correct, and a man to be loved in all the dom- 
estic relations. No one cherished more or took more delight in the 
sweet charities of private life— His name has vanished from the Peer- 
age, he has left no son to transmit his honours — He had outlived his 
generation, and the candidates for noisy notoriety had concealed the 
retiring veteran from the stage. He has sunk into the grave, not 
unwept indeed, nor unhonoured, nor unsung, but with a less vivid ex- 
pression of regret than if he had not exceeded the common sphere of 
human life. This is the natural penalty which extreme old age must 
be content to pay, and it would be idle to complain of it. But he has 
left a name which the proudest transmitter of heriditary rank might 
envy. The name of Scott, the title of lord Stowell, can never be 
forgotten. ri — Law Magazine et alibi. 

1836 (Jan. 29). — At Berwick there was one of the most violent wind 
storms of which there was any recollection. About three o'clock the 
chimney of the rev. R. Balmer, in Golden square, fell on his chapel, 
which adjoins, and conveying with it a great portion of the roof, went 
through the ceiling, and broke down part of the gallery, making 
fearful havoc in the chapel. Every house whether old or new, in an 
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exposed situation, presented broken windows or damaged roofs. At 
Holy Island fully one half of the houses were injured ; several were 
unroofed ; the roof of the church was seriously damaged ; and the 
sheet lead covering it, which in weight could be little less than three 
tons, was rolled together. — Local Papers. 



Holy Isunh church <ib»> 

1836 (Feb. 6). — An impostor, named Isaac Edrehi, alias Sadi Am- 
busca, who at this time figured very conspicuously in Newcastle, os- 
tentatiously going about, dressed in the Turkish costume, professing 
to be a Turkish merchant, and at the same time canvassing for sub- 
scribers to a work about to be published by his father, descriptive of 
an extraordinary river in the Holy land, was on this day committed to 
Durham gaol by the magistrates of Snnderland, for trial at the ses- 
sions, charged with snatching out of the hand of William Clough, 
bacon factor, a five pound note, whilst in the bar of the Golden Lion 
inn, at Sunderland, on the previous evening, with which he ran off, 
but was soon after apprehended. When about to be taken to Dur- 
ham, in one of the coaches, hand-cuffod to a sailor, his grotesque 
appearance caused no small merriment to a crowd of spectators, who 
had assembled to witness his exit from the town. He was tried at 
the Durham spring assizes, and acquitted. — Hid. 

February 7. — Sunday, a new chapel belonging to the Methodist 
new connexion was opened at Sheriff hill, near Gateshead, when the 
liberal sum of 18/ 2,s. 6d. was collected. — Ibid. 

Febroary 12. — Died, Mr. Mark Scott, of Fawdon colliery, aged 
49 years, where he had been situated upward of 25 years, and was 
much respected. He was about to resume his occupation as over- 
man that morning about two o'clock, when he was driven into the 

VOL. iv. 2 p 
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pit by the wind, which was blowing very strong at the time, and was 
precipitated to the bottom, a depth of about fifty fathoms. — Lqcal 
Papers. 

1836 (Feb. 16). — A dinner was given to a number of gentlemen by 
Mr. Joseph Armstrong, brewer, in the mash tub of an extensive 
brewery, which he had just completed in Hanover-square, Newcastle. 
The mash tub was covered within and without with green baize, and 
at half-past seven o'clock sixteen gentlemen sat down to an excellent 
dinner. At the conclusion of dinner the party removed to the dining- 
room, where an excellent dessert and wines were set out. The Tyne 
amateur band was in attendance, and played a number of tunes du- 
ring the evening. — Ibid. 

February 17. — On this day, Wednesday, and the previous evening, 
Newcastle and neighbourhood were visited with a tremendous hur- 
ricane from the N. and N.E. accompanied with heavy showers 
of snow and sleet ; there was also a vivid flash of lightning, followed 
by a loud peal of thunder. A house in Percy street was unroofed, 
and a poor woman who was confined to her bed by sickness, severely 
injured by the falling materials. The river Tyne rose to an extraor- 
dinary height, overflowing its banks in several places, and causing 
considerable alarm in Shields harbour, by forcing several vessels from 
their moorings, but no damage of a serious nfture waa sustained. 
A high chimney, attached to the back part of the premises occupied 
by Mr. Richard Barker, jun., King street, North Shields, was blown 
down with a tremendous crash, passing through the roof and a floor 
beneath. A child, four years of age, though carried with the falling 
bricks from the higher to the lower rooms, providentially escaped 
with only a few slight scratches. At Sunderland, the wind being 
from the N.E., produced the highest tide ever remembered in that 
port, by the oldest inhabitants. At high water the tide was Jejrel 
with the quays, which, in many places, and for some time, were im- 
passable. The shipping in the port was but slightly injured, but 
the damage suffered by the harbour was considerable. All the frame 
work at the north Pier end was washed away, with the engine erected 
thereon for driving the piles. An immense quantity of timber and 
other materials were washed away from off the Piers, and from 
the ship-building yards, part of which was ultimately saved, though 
much was carried out to sea. The south east end of the bond 
timber-yard, at Monkwearmouth, was washed down, but, with the 
exception of a few planks, the timber was preserved. The south 
Pier was also much injured ; in one place it shrunk several inches, 
and the greatest part of the breast work at the Pier end was carried 
away. The stones at the east point weighed about five tons each, and 
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were secured with cement and strong iron clamps, yet three of them 
were washed down in one mass, and the whole body of the stone 
clamped together was removed from the place where it stood to a 
distance of nearly fifteen feet. One of the life-boats and three cobles 
which were moored at the launch were broken to pieces by being ran 
foul of by a brig ; and the boat house (an erection about seven or 
eight feet high, near the old watch-house on the south Pier) was washed 
down. At about high water the sloop Bee, Dickinson, with goods 
(which put back on her passage for Leith), in attempting to take the 
harbour was driven behind the south Pier and became a total wreck ; 
crew, and part of the materials, stores, and cargo saved. The brig 
Alfred, Robinson, which sailed on the 16th inst, lost her fore-yard a 
little to the southward of the harbour. The ship brought up in the 
roads and the master came on shore to obtain another yard ; but 
during his absence from the ship the storm increased, the vessel slip- 
ped her cables, was carried out to sea, and became a total wreck near 
Hartlepool ; crew drowned. At Stockton and the neighbourhood, the 
river Tees was higher than was ever known, and very great damage 
done on both sides of the river. A great part of the village of New 
Stranton was washed down, the people being obliged to get out by 
the windows, middle deep in water. Tables, chairs, bed-steads, and 
furniture of all descriptions, were floating about, and boats were 
brought in requisition to save several families. At Seaton Carew the 
water flowed through the town like a river ! The oldest inhabitants 
of Hartlepool and the neighbourhood never knew anything to equal 
it, or come near it by seven feet. Nineteen houses in Stranton and 
its vicinity were completely gutted. A vessel went on shore near 
Seaton and all hands on board perished. The life boat made three 
ineffectual attempts to get at her. The brig Emma, Hall, of Sun* 
derland, at anchor near Hartlepool, cut away her mainmast and 
slipped her cable ; she cleared the Fairway Buoy, and it was expected 
she would bring up in the Tees, but she sailed into some green 
fields, near Middlesbro\ and was left lying in grass instead of 
w&ter ! At Middlesbro* the loss was great : the pottery alone 
sustained i?1000 damage; it was surrounded with a strong high 
waB, and "the gate was barricaded with clay, but such was the violence 
of th6 storm, that the wall was laid flat, and the whole building im- 
mersed four feet deep in water. Part of the railway between Stock- 
ton and Middlesbro' was washed away. The tide flowed so rapidly, 
that it was with great difficulty the cattle were saved on the banks of 
the river. — Local Papers. 

1SS6 (Feb. 17). — About six o'clock in the evening, a most alarming 
fire broke out at Warton farm, near Rothbury, occupied by Mr. 
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Robert Dickinson, by which seventeen corn stacks, the barn, and the 
thrashing machine, were totally consumed. The fire originated by one 
of the cottage chimneys taking fire, the sparks from which, communi- 
cated to the roof of the outer wheel of the machine, and as the wind was 
blowing a perfect hurricane at the time, it almost instantly communi- 
cated to the stack yard, immediately adjoining. The devouring ele- 
ment spread with such awful rapidity, that in less than half an hour 
the whole presented one tremendous blaze. The fire engine from 
Rothbury arrived in time to prevent the flames from extending fur- 
ther. Mr. Dickinson had fortunately insured his property only a few 
weeks before. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Feb. 20). — Saturday, a barbarous murder was committed 
near the village of Lumley, in the county of Durham, on the person of 
Richard Taylor, a shoemaker, in the 79th year of his age. From the 
time the deceased left Gocken, on his way to Lumley, the deed is sup- 
posed to have been perpetrated between seven and eight o'clock. The 
body was found near a footpath between these villages, by two boys 
on Sunday morning. The head had been beaten till almost flat, and 
the brains were scattered about the ground. The unfortunate old 
man, who was of an inoffensive disposition and much respected, was 
robbed, it is believed, of between ten and twenty shillings in silver. 
Two men were apprehended on suspicion of being the murderers, but 
were afterwards discharged. — Ibid. 

February 21. — Died, in his seventieth year, at Auckland castle, 
the right reverend William Van Mildert, the last Count Palatine * 
bishop of Durham. Dr. Van Mildert was the grandson of Abraham 
Van Mildert, of Amsterdam, who settled as a merchant in London, 
and resided in the parish of Great St. Helen's. His son Cornelius, 
who resided at Newington, Surrey, and died in 1799, had by Martha, 
daughter of William Hill, of Vauxhall, esq., (which lady died in 1818, 
at the advanced age of 86), three sons, of whom the second and sole 
survivor was the bishop. 

William Van Mildert was born in London in the year 1765. He 
received his education at Merchant-taylors 1 school, and at Queen's 
college, Oxford, where he graduated B. A. 1787, M.A. 1790, B. 
and D. D. 1813. In Trinity term, 1781, he was ordained deacon on 
the curacy of Sherbourn and Lewknor, in Oxfordshire. He afterwards 
became curate of Witham, in Essex, and during his residence at that 
place he married Jane, daughter of the late general Douglas, who 
survived him without issue. In April, 1812, he was elected by a large 

• This year the palatinate jurisdiction of the bishop of Durham was transferred to the 
crown by an act of parliament intituled 6 and 7. Wo, 4, Cap. 19. 
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majority of the benchers, to the preachership * of Lincoln's Inn. In 
September 1813, he was appointed by lord Liverpool to be Regius 
Professor of Divinity at Oxford. In March, 1819, he was made 
bishop of Llandaff; and dean of St. Paul's in the following year. 
He then resigned his station at Oxford, and divided his time between 
London and Llandaff. In March 1826, on the death of Dr. Shute 
Barrington, he was placed in the episcopal chair of Durham. 

As a theological writer the late bishop of Durham stands in the 
first class. His <c Boyle's lectures " are an excellent performance. 
They contain an historical view of the rise and progress of infidelity, 
with a refutation of its principles and reasonings ; and display a vast 
extent of reading, and a singular judgment in the arrangement and 
application of their materials. 

His " Life of Waterland" is a model for compositions of that kind. 
Dr. Waterland died in 1740, and for eighty years after his death no 
attempt was made to publish a complete edition of his works. At 
length, in the year 1823, bishop Van Mildert supplied this defect. 
He put forth an edition of " Waterland," in ten volumes, from the 
Oxford press, and he rendered his labour complete by prefixing a 
masterly " Review of the Life and Writings of the Author." This 
book fills up a chasm in the history of the Church of England. It 
shows the progress of the Trinitarian controversy from the death of 
bishop Bull, in 1709, to the period of Waterland's death. It is indeed 
the production of a master — solid, luminous, and comprehensive, of 
equal value to the Ecclesiastical historian and to the Theological 
student. 

The two volumes of sermons preached at Lincoln's Inn, and pub- 
lished in 1831, are perhaps more generally known than the rest of 
the bishop's works, and many of them are as fine specimens of sermons 
for a learned audience, as the English language can supply. There 
are also several single sermons of the bishop's in print, not included 
in these volumes, particularly one on the assassination of Mr. Percival, 
and another of very great merit, preached before the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel. He supported the duke of Wellington in 
the removal of the disabilities of the Roman Catholics, and published 
the substance of a speech delivered on that occasion. 

As a speaker in parliament the bishop of Durham always com- 
manded attention. Abstaining entirely from general politics, he was 
always ready for debate when the credit or interest of the church of 
England was at stake. In these efforts he was remarkably successful. 

• It may here be remarked that his successor in the see of Durham, Dr. Maltby, also 
filled the office of preacher at Lincoln's Inn, previously to his appointment to this bishopric. 
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He thoroughly understood the character and feeling of the house of 
lords ; and the unaffected refinement of his mind and manners was 
exactly suited to their taste. The consequence was, that every word 
he uttered was received with deference and attention. Those who 
most strenuously opposed his arguments, revered his integrity and 
talent. All parties treated him with respect. On one occasion, when 
his voice was accidentally more feeble than usual, the leading mem- 
bers of the house crowded round him, while he warned them, solemnly 
and firmly, against disturbing those bulwarks which he deemed essen- 
tial to the preservation of the church. His style, whether in speaking 
or writing, was, like his character, remarkable for its simplicity. 
There was no laboured ornament, no rhetorical display, nothing which 
carried with it the air of affectation or pretence. His taste was 
classical, his conceptions clear ; and all his. propositions were stated in 
language which it was scarcely possible to misapprehend. 

To his unbounded charity, public and private, every corner of his 
diocese can bear its testimony. The university established in Durham 
was chiefly formed by his munificent support. His private charities 
were supplied with promptitude and delicacy. Princely almost as was 
his income, his lordship died, comparatively speaking, a poor man ; 
and provision for his amiable widow arose chiefly from her beneficial 
interest in a life policy, to be realized by his lordship's demise. 

On the whole it is very difficult to speak justly of this eminent 
person, without seeming to incur the charge of flattery. His under- 
standing was vigourous and comprehensive ; his learning accurate and 
deep : his apprehension quick ; his temper highly sensitive, btit gen- 
erous, kind, and forgiving in the last degreee. Perhaps no man ever 
lived who could dismiss an angry emotion more readily from his mind. 
To forgive injuries was the habit of his life ; to resent them, he was 
never known. 

In conversation he was lively and instructive, and not unfrequently 
playful ; but whenever grave matters were introduced his mind rose 
in proportion to the subject, and he poured forth his store of know- 
ledge, and his manly sentiments with dignity and animation. 

The bishop enjoyed at different periods of his life the confidence 
and esteem of some of the most distinguished persons of his time, 
especially in the clerical and legal professions. He had a laud&ble 
ambition to acquire the good opinion of good men, and he succeeded ; 
but of popularity, in the common meaning of the word, he was totally 
regardless. No hope of reward, no fear of censure, could ever induce 
him to deviate from that course which he conceived it to be his duty 
to maintain. • <i > . .» - - .n • . -\ 

But, after all, the grand element of this fine character wis a deep, 
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habitual, and pervading sense of religion. This was the foundation 
stone of the whole fabric ; on no other principle, indeed, could such a 
character have been formed. The labour of his life and the faculties 
of his mind were steadily directed to the maintenance and vindication 
of Christian truth. The remains of this excellent prelate were in- 
terred in a vault prepared in the nave of the cathedral church of 
Durham. Hitherto no Protestant bishop had been buried there. 
The funeral took place on the first of March. — Genfs Mag. 

1836 (Feb. 24). — Berwick-upon-Tweed and the neighbourhood was 
visited with a tremendous gale. The violent north-east wind impelled 
the waves so fearfully upon shore, that they may be stated to have 
only been prevented by the strength of the ancient walls, from inun- 
dating the streets. Various vessels in the harbour sustained serious 
damage. From the twenty-one gun battery onward as far as the 
point of the Pier, the tide had risen so high above its ordinary level, 
that it entirely overflowed the road. The Pier was no obstruction to 
the contention of the waves, which broke over it from side to side. 
At Sansel Point it destroyed property to the extent of J?500. At 
Eyemouth, the whole of the properties situated next to the beach 
were more or less damaged. Upwards of 1,300 valuable trees were 
blown down in the earl of Tankerville's park, at Ghillingham ; and a 
venerable tree, the largest in the country, called the Broom Tree, and 
supposed to have stood 400 years in the church-yard at Alnwick, 
was torn up by the roots, and disturbed a large portion of the 
ground, carried away the wall, and did much damage. All the 
inhabitants of Alnwick regretted the fall of the Broom Tree. — Local 
Papers. 

February 26. — Friday, the first market for the sale of cattle and 
sheep, was held at Belford, Northumberland, when there was a good 
show of stock. — Ibid. 

February 29. — Monday, during this day and nearly the whole of 
Tuesday, the borders of Scotland were visited by a very heavy fall of 
snow, which rendered the roads between Newcastle and Edinburgh, 
impassable. — Ibid. 

February. — A number of houses on the Quayside, Sunderland, were 
pulled down, the site being wanted for the erection of coal staiths for 
the Sunderland and Durham railway. — Ibid. 

March 2. — At about eight o'clock, at night, the extensive spinning 
mill of Messrs. Clarke, Plummer and Co., at the Ouseburn, Newcastle, 
was discovered to be on fire. On the alarm being given, the North 
British, Newcastle, sir M. W. Ridley, bart. and Co's, the Sun, from 
Gateshead, and Messrs. Hawks and Co's. fire engines were promptly 
on the spot. Fortunately there was a good supply of water from the 
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burn, and its application, added to that of the judicious construction 
of the cisterns placed on the roofs of the buildings, from which the 
water is conducted by pipes, tbe firemen and the workmen of the 
company were enabled to direct their exertions most effectually ; and 
being aided by the neighbouring inhabitants, who co-operated in the 
most praiseworthy manner, the flames were completely got under be- 
fore eleven o'clock. The fire originated in a part of the building 
between the mill and the engine house, where the main wheel and 
shafts ore placed, and separated from the wheel as a precaution 
against fire. The flames however soon communicated with the spin- 
ning rooms, and destroyed a great portion of the valuable machinery, 
in the second and fourth floors, and in the attics, where models and 
extra machinery, and a considerable quantity of property of a valuable 
description, were kept, and the roof was considerably damaged. 
The most valuable part of the machinery on the ground floor was 
however saved, but was injured by the water which had fallen from 
above. The damage was estimated at .£4000. — Local Papers. 

1836 (March 12).— The Northumberland Agricultural Society was 
formed. The meeting was held at Alnwick, and was numerously 
attended by the gentry of the county. — Ihid. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



HE Lady Jane of Newcastle, one of the ice-bound 
whalers, arrived at Stromness, Orkney, on the 
12th of March, 1836, after a rough passage of 
twenty-three days, having got clear of the ice on 
the 18th of February, in N. lat. 51 deg. 25 min. 
long. W. 52 deg. She was first beset in lat. 69 
deg. 20 min. having drifted 1,250 miles. Her 
own crew mustered fifty-two, and at one time there were no less than 
fifty-four shipwrecked men on board, but other vessels reduced them 
to thirteen, the number on board all winter. She had provisions 
for twelve months, and although that time expired on the above day, 
they were, on the whole, not very ill off for quantity. The ship was 
several times severely stove during the summer, six feet of the stern 
post carried away, her fortifications round the stem dreadfully 
smashed, some timbers broken, and three planks, six feet below water, 
started three inches. From the time of this disaster, she made a 
good deal of water, although none but the captain and carpenter 
knew the full extent of their danger. When the Granville Bay left 
them on the 13th of December, a ship's length would have set them 
dear, but the wind, when it released the Granville Bay, drove the 
Lady Jane farther in the ice, and in these trying circumstances, broke 
the spirits of the crew. — Until Christmas, they kept up pretty well, 
but after that a woeful change came over them, caused chiefly by the 
want of fire-wood, having burnt all their loose wood and stakes, value 
.£600. After that time their clothes gave way, which obliged many 
to take to their beds. The first man (a native of Stromness) died 
on the 31st of January, and from that time to her arrival at Strom- 
ness, no less than twenty-three had died, and several were in a 
very precarious state. Of the whole sixty-four, only eight were 
able to crawl alone, including the captain and doctor ; and twelve 
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fresh hands were shipped to take the vessel to Newcastle, where she 
arrived about the end of the month. The disease which carried off 
so many men, was scurvy, only one being frost-bit. The actions of 
some deserve well to be recorded : the poor fellow who was frost-bit, 
did duty at the pump as cheerfully as the best of them, although he 
was carried to it. — Had it not been for the exertions of the surgeon, 
it is to be doubted whether they would ever have got home; he 
attended the sick night and day, cooked for those at the pump, 
wrought at the pump, and kept his watch. Of the twenty-three 
who died, thirteen were Orkney men. The appearance of the sur- 
vivors was truly distressing, Captain Leask being the only man able 
to go aloft from the time they left the ice, at which period he man- 
aged to close reef their topsails, and not a reef point was afterwards 
altered. Soon after the arrival of the vessel in the Tyne, a letter 
appeared in the Newcastle Chronicle, charging captain Leask with 
acts of impropriety during the voyage, in consequence of which, and 
agreeably to the men's own desire, a meeting was held on April 26th, 
at Mr. Webb's, Peacock inn, to investigate into the matters complained 
of. There were present the following gentlemen : — George Straker, 
esq., chairman ; George T. Dunn, esq. ; T. R. Batson, esq. ; Robert 
Anderson, esq., South Shields; James Edgecome, esq.; lieutenant 
Pitts, R. N. ; Richard Day, esq., Trinity master ; Rowland Hodge, 
esq. ; R. S. Stanhope, esq. ; Joseph French, esq. ; Thomas Gibson, 
esq, ; captain Palmer, late of the Cove ; Charles Smith, jun., esq. ; Jas. 
Williamson, esq. ; Stephen Lowrey, esq. ; and G. A. Lambert, esq. 
The five men and one in addition, attended, each stating his complaints, 
and after the most strict and impartial investigation, which lasted 
upwards of six hours, the gentlemen present unanimously exonerated 
captain Leask from every charge brought against him. — The chairman 
expressed his conviction that not a single charge had been substantiated 
and that the captain had come out of the investigation unscathed. 
Mr. Dunn, who took great pains to examine the evidence, stated that 
he not only perfectly agreed with the chairman, but would go a step 
further, and propose a vote of approbation on the captain for his 
conduct during a most perilous voyage, which was moved and carried 
by acclamation. The charges were met by exculpatory evidence the 
most satisfactory and conclusive, which left no doubt as to the 
motives of those by whom they were originated. In addition to the 
account of the complete exoneration of captain Leask, of the Lady 
Jane, from the charge brought against him, it must be added that in 
his own defence, captain L. observed that while in the ice and under 
apprehension of danger, for five nights successively he never had his 
clothes off, and never was in bed. — Local Papers. 
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1836 (March 16). — Wednesday morning, the boiler of the engine at 
Cramlington colliery burst, and three persons lost their lives by the 
accident. A young man, named John Dowson, who had charge of 
the engine, was one of the sufferers, and the other two were boys, who 
were passing on their way to school. — Local Papers. 

Same day, a melancholy consequence, resulting from the intemper- 
ate use of ardent spirits, occurred at Newcastle. Whilst the officers 
of customs were employed in gauging a number of casks of whiskey, 
which had been landed on the Quay, a keelman, named Thomas Cunn- 
ingham, residing in Sandgate, watching his opportunity, introduced 
a " sucker " into one of the bung holes, and drank until he became 
quite insensible, and, on being conveyed home, he fell into a succes- 
sion of fits, in which he continued until nearly eleven o'clock at night 
when death released him of his sufferings. He was a young man, in 
his 26th year, and left a widow and two young children to lament his 
dreadful end. — Ibid. 

March 19. — Saturday, a fire was discovered breaking out at South 
Hetton colliery, about seven o'clock on the evening, which was fortu- 
nately got under with no greater damage than what was done to the 
south winding machine, where it originated. An excellent fire engine 
from Hetton and the active exertions of men from that and neighbour- 
ing collieries, combined with the zealous energies of the workmen of 
the colliery, speedily dispelled any apprehension of further damage, 
and secured the business of the colliery from any material interrup- 
tion. — Ibid. 

On the same evening, a fatal affray took place in the Old Custom 
house entry, on the Quayside, Newcastle, between Luke Mc Dormant, 
an old man, a labourer in sir M. W. Ridley's glassworks, Michael Do- 
herty, and Patrick Collins in which the former was killed by a blow on 
the head. Doherty was apprehended on the same evening but the 
latter was still at large. On the 21st, an inquest was held on the body 
before G. W. Cram, esq., in the merchant's court, when the jury re- 
turned a verdict of wilful murder against Patrick Collins, and of gross 
misconduct on the part of Doherty. Meanwhile search was made in all 
parts for the principal ; but without success until April 2, when he 
was apprehended in a public house in the Isle of Man, by Thomas 
Cleator, chief constable of Douglas, and three others. He made a 
most determined and desperate resistance ; Cleator had one of his 
fingers dislocated, and the others received divers bruises. He arrived 
in this town on the Lord Exmouth coach in the custody of William 
Turnbull, constable on the 12th of April, and was instantly placed in 
gaol, and fully identified on Wednesday the 13th. At the succeeding 
assizes he was convicted of manslaughter. — Ibid. 
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1836 (March 29). — Tuesday, the magistrates of the borough of 
Gateshead, met in the new justice room, in Oakwellgate, to transact 
judicial business for the first time, upon which occasion, George 
Hawks, esq., the mayor, and Messrs. W. H. Brookett, W. Hymens, 
and Jas. Pollock, subscribed the declaration required by the act, hav- 
ing previously taken the necessary oaths. The first prisoner placed at 
the bar was a pitman named Win. Robinson, who was charged with 
stealing a sheet from the house where he lodged, kept by Elizabeth 
Broadbelt, and pledging it ; the prisoner pleaded distress. He was 
sentenced to hard labour for fourteen days. — Local Papers. 

March. — Sir John Edward Swinburne, bart., presented two swans 
to the museum of the Durham university, which were to be kept on 
the river Wear, near to the old Abbey mill, which had been con- 
verted to the purposes of the museum. The curators issued a notice 
requesting the public not to annoy the new inhabitants of the sylvan 
scene. — Ibid. 

This month, in clearing away the sand bank east of Morpeth castle, 
the workmen dug up several cannon shot of one and two pounds 
weight, which were supposed to have been fired during the siege of 
that place by Montrose, in the year 1641.— Ibid. 

April 1. — A spacious new chapel was opened for worship in Gates- 
head, for the use of the Methodist New Connexion.— Ibid. 

April 2. — Was presented to Mrs. Hood, the lady of J. L. Hood, 
esq., the last mayor of the old corporation of Newcastle, a splendid 
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tureen, for the purchase of which, ,£100. were voted by the common 
council on her having a daughter during the mayoralty. The tureen 
is as much deserving of praise for its general form, as for the skill 
with which all the minutiae of the work upon it has been finished. 
The projecting edge is beautifully ornamented with a composite border 
of leaves and moulding. On the top of the lid are gracefully carved 
and arranged acanthus leaves and stalks. The general outline of the 
tureen is from the celebrated Warwick vase. On one side are the 
arms of Hood, on the other the following inscription : — " To Mrs. 
Hood, Mayoress of Newcastle, this token of regard and admi- 
ration was presented by the Common Council on the occasion of the 
birth of a daughter, Theodosie Rose, in the Mansion House, A. D. 
1835." — Local Papers. 

1836 (April 8). — Friday, the first show of the Coquetdale Agricul- 
tural Association took place at Rothbury. Notwithstanding the long 
continuance of bad weather, and the threatening state of the atmos- 
phere, on the immediately preceding days, the day throughout was 
remarkably fine, which added much to the animation of the scene. The 
quantity of stock exhibited, exceeded the most sanguine expectation 
of the promoters of the institution. The cattle were very generally 
admired, both for their breeding and condition, and many of them 
were readily disposed of at high prices. The show of stallions, par- 
ticularly for the draught, was excellent. — Ibid. 

April 10. — A new Primitive Methodist chapel was opened at Allen- 
dale town. — Ibid. 

April 16. — Saturday, about eleven in the forenoon, a small public 
house called the Border inn, at Sunnyside, two miles north from 
Berwick, was entered by three young men and plundered of all the 
money that was in the house, amounting to about £3. Information 
was speedily conveyed to Berwick, and upon the Union coach arriving 
about half past twelve to proceed southward, it was suggested that 
the theives might be met with on the road, and Proudfoot the police 
officer, immediately started by it. The coach had not proceeded 
half-way to Belford before three persons answering the description 
were observed ; the guard, David Duncan, and Proudfoot, descended, 
as well as the coachman, Wm. Rapier, who got entangled by his 
coat and thrown down, and was rendered unable for the moment to 
assist. Duncan, however collared two of them, and Proudfoot the 
other, and the coachman by this time coming up, they were tied by 
the arms and locked up in the inside of the coach with the officer 
(the inside passengers, Mr: Wallace, M. P. for Greenock, and Mr. 
Gillon, M. P. for Linlithgow, having kindly gone outside for that 
purpose), and were so brought to Belford, and placed in security till 
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they could be conveyed back to Berwick. At the quarter sessions 
held there, on July 4th, they were convicted and sentenced to six 
months' 1 imprisonment and hard labour. — Local Papers. 

1836 (April 18). — As Robert and Philip Marshall, and Alexander 
Hall, of Hallington, in the parish of St. John Lee, Northumberland, 
were digging for coals, in a small stream, which takes its source from 
the west part of the Kirkheaton estate, they found a human skeleton, 
in a deep hole, which lay under a large flat stone ; the head had been 
put downwards, about five feet deep, and the arms and legs had been 
bent upon the body. From the appearance of the remains, they are 
supposed to have been those of a tall woman ; and there was little 
doubt, from the position in which they were found, and the nature of 
the place, that she had been murdered. — Ibid. 

April 19. Tuesday evening, about six o'clock, much alarm 

was created in the centre of Newcastle, by the discovery of some 
straw being on fire in a cellar attached to the premises of Messrs. 
Liddell and Webster, wine and spirit merchants, Theatre square. 
By prompt assistance, and a speedy attendance of the engines, the 
fire was extingished before any serious damage was effected. — Ibid. 

April 20. — Wednesday morning between three and four o'clock, a 
fire was discovered in the engine house of Mr. George Renoldson, 
miller, South Shields, which, together with some workshops above it 
used for engine building, was completely destroyed. The mill and 
adjoining premises were saved by the timely arrival of the North and 
South Shields fire engines ; — but about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, 
whilst men were engaged in clearing away the rubbish, one of the 
walls fell in and buried three of them in the ruins. They, however, 
were got out with life, but very severely bruised. The property was 
not insured. — Ibid. 

April 22. — A fire broke out at Ohatton mill, Northumberland, 
owing to some of the cottage servants throwing fire into the fold-yard. 
The wind blowing strong from the west, the fire communicated to the 
buildings adjoining the stack-yard, and two stacks were soon in flames, 
but by the prompt assistance of the neighbours from Ghatton, the 
further progress of the flames was happily prevented. One calf was 
burnt, and four valuable horses were got out with great difficulty. At 
ono time the barn which joins the farm house was on fire, and had it 
not been for the exertions of some active young men, who at the risk 
of their lives mounted the roof and cut off the communication, the 
farm house must inevitably have been destroyed. — Ibid. 

April 22. — The Aurora Borealis visited the northern counties with 
great brilliancy on the night of this day, Friday, between the hours of 
ten and twelve o'clock. — Ibid. 
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1836 (April 25). — The bridge across the Tyne, at Wylam, was form- 
ally opened. It is of wood supported by stone pillars, and was built by 
subscription. It affords great accommodation, being passible by both 
foot passengers and carriages, for which a small toll is charged. — 
Local Papers. 

This being St. Mark's day, thirty young men were admitted to 
the freedom of the borough of Alnwick, and afterwards " went through 
the well." This is the greatest number that, at one time, ever under- 
went the ordeal of this singular ceremony ; apprehensions of corpo- 
rate changes haying induced several persons to submit to the ancient 
custom. — Ibid. 

April 27, — On this morning (Wednesday), a coble belonging to 
Whitburn, in the county of Durham, with four hands, put off to sea 
in order to procure some lobster boxes they had placed uear the rock 
ends the previous evening. A heavy sea unfortunately struck the 
coble, which immediately swamped, and the four including a father 
and two sons, met a watery grave. They were all married men, and 
left widows and sixteen children. — Ibid. 

April 29. — On the morning of this day, Friday, some women con- 
fined in the house of correction, within the gaol of Newcastle, and 
employed in picking oakum, incautiously placed a quantity of rope 
near to the fire, in order to soften the tar, and render the process less 
difficult. One of them put a quantity on a shovel, and placed it on 
the fire for a similar purpose, where it at once ignited, and, being sud 
denly withdrawn, was accidentally brought in contact with that lying 
on the hearth, and the whole burst into a state of conflagration. The 
premises being built of stone, with metal joists and doors, confined 
the fire to the apartment in which it originated ; and the screams of 
the women soon attracted the attention of the governor, Mr. Gilbert 
Grey, by whose judicious exertions the greatest order was maintain- 
ed, and not a single loss of life, or even extensive injury, occurred. 
Several fire engines were soon on the spot, but the fire was extinguish 
ed without their aid. — Ibid. 

April 29. — The furniture, consisting of antique chairs and tables, 
belonging to the old corporation of Durham, was brought to the 
hammer in the public market place of that city. The total amount 
of the sale was £2. 3s. 9d. ! ! I— Ibid. 

May 1. — The body of Mr. Wm. Falla, nurseryman in Gateshead, 
who had been missing since the 2nd of April, and of whom nothing 
had been heard from that period, notwithstanding a very diligent 
search, instituted by his relatives, and a reward offered in the news- 
papers for information respecting him, was accidentally discovered 
lying in Bavensworth wood, near Lamesley, where, according to the 
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verdict of a respectable jury, he had " destroyed himself in a fit of 
temporary insanity ." — Local Papers. 

1836 (May 1). — The handsome and conveniently situated chapel be- 
longing to the Methodist new connexion, in Hood street, Newcastle, 
was opened for divine service, when sermons were preached on that and 
following days, during which was collected the sum of «£166. — Ibid. 

May. — In the beginning of this month, at Oargofleet, near Stock- 
ton, whilst a man was employed digging under the bottom of a 
stranded vessel, she heeled over upon him ; and before he could be 
extricated the tide returned and he was drowned. Both legs were 
afterwards found to have been broken by the accident. — Ibid. 

May 2. — Monday, the Newcastle New Police force, under the super- 
intendence of Mr. Stephens, went on duty for the first time ; but they 
did not appear in their uniform dress until the following week. The 
dress is similar to that of the London police, — blue, with white butt- 
ons and white lace. On the button is the shield of the Newcastle 
arms, and the words " Newcastle police." — Ibid. 

May 6. — That striking, and at all times interesting phenomenon, 
the solar eclipse, was witnessed on this day (Sunday), by thousands 
who had the high gratification of having their intellect excited, 
and their respect for human science raised by such a proof of the 
extraordinary powers of the human mind, as shewn in the correct 
calculation of this glorious eclipse, and all their feelings of adora- 
tion and veneration augmented by such a sublime manifestation of 
the wondrous works of their Almighty Father. The day was as fine 
as ever shone from the heavens; not a cloud was visible, and the 
progress of the eclipse might be most minutely traced. The begin- 
ning of the annulus was at 7 minutes past 3, and its appearance lasted 
about 5 minutes. The diminution of light was very considerable, 
producing a subdued yellowish hue, something between sun-shine and 
moon-light. The planets, Jupiter and Venus, were visible to the 
naked eye. Alnwick, so favourably situated for the observance of the 
eclipse, being under the line of central and annular appearance, was 
the scene of the most intense interest. The arrival of sir James 
South on the Monday preceding, and of lord Prudhoe on the Friday, 
contributed to stimulate public curiosity to the highest degree. These 
distinguished personages were amply provided with philosophical ap- 
paratus, and made their observations from a temporary observatory 
erected on the lawn in front of Brislee tower, about two miles N. W. 
of Alnwick. The church was closed in the afternoon, and crowds 
flocked to the moor, the parks, and the fields, provided with all kinds 
of optical instruments. Lord Prudhoe had provided telescopes, &c„ 
for the use of the public, on Sunday, but, through some mistake, the 
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public were not apprised of the circumstance. On Monday evening 
bis lordship ordered the parks to be thrown open, and the public were 
not only permitted to view the stars then above the horizon, by his 
lordship's and sir James South's telescopes, but were also liberally 
provided with refreshments, by his lordship's order. During the 
time of the eclipse, the thermometer in the open air fell 15°, giving 
the air a chilly sharpness, resembling a cold autumnal evening. The 
feeble lurid light, at the greatest obscuration, was scarcely sufficient 
to enable the time-keeper to observe the index of the chronometer. 
The sheep and cattle retired to their evening lairs, and the birds were 
seeking their coverts, and uttering their feeble chirrup as if before night- 
fall. After the termination of the eclipse, the sheep and cattle were 
again observed feeding, and traversing the pastures. — Local Papers. 



1836 (May 7).— About 4 o'clock in the morning, the ship building 
yard of Messrs. Adamson, of Bishop wearmouth pans, was discovered to 
be in flames by the watchman, and at the same time by a boy, who 
quickly gave the alarm. The boy was busy lighting the boiler tire, 
and some shavings having communicated, the fire spread with great 
rapidity to some fir deals and other wood. A ship which was building 
on the stocks took fire, and was severely burnt on the starboard bow ; 
another vessel was slightly burnt, but being on a slip way, was 
launched into the river with comparatively little damage. As soon 
as the alarm was given, the populace ran in thousands to the place, 
and not less than seven engines were ultimately in active play, among 
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which was one from the barracks, with a detachment of the 56th regi- 
ment under major Eden, who most fearlessly rendered the most effect- 
ual assistance. At this time the large malting of Mr. Thomas Taylor, 
of the Horn's lane brewery, was blazing with a frightful rapidity, and 
great fears were entertained for the houses adjoining. The greatest 
credit attached to the workmen, gentlemen, and others who assisted 
at the fire. By 8 o'clock on the morning, the fire was considerably 
abated, but it was not entirely extinguished till late in the day. To 
prevent the flames from spreading to the adjoining property, it was 
found necessary to stop the communication by pulling one house down. 
The lost was estimated from ,£4000. to ,£5000. Mr. Taylor had, 
upwards of 5000 bushels of malt in the malting which was all de- 
stroyed. — Local Papers. 

1836 (May 9). -An alarming fire occurred at Hartlepool on the even- 
ing of this day, Monday, on the premises in the High street, occupied 
by Mr. Paddon, druggist, but by the prompt attendance of a fire engine 
the flames were soon extinguished. The damage was considerable, 
but the property was insured. — Ibid. 

May 10. — Tuesday, a hiring, for agricultural servants was held for 
the first time, at the Hay market, Percy-street, Newcastle. — Ibid. 

May 16. — Was passed " An Act for separating the Palatine Ju- 
risdiction of the County of Durham from the Bishoprick of Durham. 
By this act it was provided that the bishop of Durham elect, or 
bishop of Durham for the time being, should take and hold the said 
bishoprick subject to and under any provisions which might be made 
by parliament with respect to the said bishoprick, within the space 
of three years. — Statutes at Large. 

May 18. — An alarming fire was discovered about 12 o'clock at 
night, by the watchman, in the shop of Miss Share, milliner, Tyne 
street, North Shields, which for a time threatened destruction to the 
adjoining valuable property. By prompt exertion, however, on the 
part of a few gentlemen, it was fortunately subdued, though not until 
a considerable part of the stock was consumed. — Local Papers. 

May 20. — A fire was discovered in the ship yard of Mr. Wilkinson, 
at Deptford, near Sunderland. Some loose wood near the boiler had 
ignited, but it was speedily extinguished without doing much damage. 
— Ibid. 

May 23. — On this afternoon (Monday), the foundation stone of a 
new chapel to be called the Wesleyan Seceders Tabernacle, was laid 
by Andrew White, esq., mayor of Sunderland, in South Durham 
street, Bishopwearmouth. Mr. Spencer of Darlington preached a 
sermon on the site of the intended building previous to the laying of 
the stone, and Mr. T. B. Young afterwards addressed the numerous 
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audience at great length stating the reasons of the secession from the 
Wedeyan society, and pointing out to them the principles which they, 
as a society, intended to pursue. At the close of the service, a col- 
lection was made on the ground in aid of the funds of the tabernacle. 
— Local Papers. 

1836 (May). — A very appropriate medal was struck for distribu- 
tion during the first perambulation of the boundaries of the borough 
of Gateshead. — Ibid. 

May 24.— A fire broke out in a barn belonging to Mr. Bowman, 
at Byhope, near Sunderland, which was in a little time burnt down 
with its contents, consisting of a quantity of wheat which had only 
been put there a short time before. It is supposed to have been 
maliciously done, as an attempt to set his stable on fire was made on 
the morning of the same day. — Ibid. 

May 24.— Died, aged 59, Mr. Henry Munro, professor of music. 
He was organist of St. Andrew's church, Newcastle, for nearly forty 
years, in the performance of which duty, as well as in the various 
departments of his art, he was esteemed a well grounded and excel- 
lent musician. — Ibid. 

May 24. — The ship Georgiana of Sunderland, arrived at that port 
from Sierra Leone, and, although drawing 17i feet of water, entered 
the harbour with perfect safety. This was the first vessel of so large 
a draught that had taken this harbour. — Ibid. 

May 24. — A meeting was held between Mr. Grainger and the pro- 
prietors of the Newcastle Theatre, at the Queen's head inn, at which 
a final arrangement was made, for the removal of the old theatre, to 
be replaced by a magnificent new one, in Grey-street, between Shaks- 
pere-street and .Market-street. — Ibid. 

May. — About this time a subscription library was opened at 
Haydon bridge, in connection with the News room there. — Ibid. 

May 30. — The Brandling Junction railway bill was read a third 
time and passed. — Ibid. 

May 31. — Between four and five o'clock in the afternoon, a very 
beautiful and splendid ship, named the Scotia, was launched from the 
dock yard of Messrs. T. and W. Smith, at St. Peter's, Newcastle. 
The vessel measured according to the new act 770 tons register, and 
by the old mode 660 tons ; she was 145 feet in length, and 32 feet 8 
inches in breadth, was elegantly fitted up between decks for the 
accommodation of passengers, and intended for the East India trade. 
She went very beautifully off the slip- way into the river, amidst the 
firing of guns and other demonstrations of joy ; a vast multitude of 
spectators were assembled on both sides of the river Tyne to witness 
her launch. — Ibid. 
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1836 (May). — About this period a valuable mineral water was 
Drought into notice ; called " The Health Springs," and situate be- 
tween Offerton and Coxgreen, in the county of Durham. The following 
is an analysis by W. R. Clanny, esq., M. D., of Bishopwearmouth : — 

Sulphuretted hydrogen gas 9*34 Cubic Inches. 

Carbonic acid 6'51 

Carburetted hydrogen 3*47 

Nitrogen 1*32 

20-64 

Chloride of sodium 23*82 Grains. 

Chloride of calcium 3*67 

Bicarbonate of soda 1*45 

28*94 

This mineral water was found to be very efficacious in deranged states 
of the digestive organs, with vitiated secretions, and in inactive states 
of the stomach and bowels, as also in cases of hemorrhoidal tumours, 
from whatever cause, in diseases of the stomach and kidneys, and in 
cachexia from free living, or from the imprudent use of drastic 
patent medicines. To the above list we may add, scrofula, scurvy, 
and other cutaneous diseases, secondary syphilis, hypochondriasis, 
and calculous affections, &c. Dr. Clanny's analysis was made June 1, 
1836.— MS. Col 

June 2. — As some workmen were digging in a hole for a tent pole, 
close to the face of the rock near to Mr. Peter Allan's tavern, at 
Marsden, near South Shields, they found the skeleton of a man of 
large size, about three feet below the surface. The body appeared 
to have been interred with care, there being flat smooth stones 
laid beneath the head, though from a flattened leaden bullet being 
found within the ribs, there can be no doubt the individual met with 
a violent death. — Local Papers. 

June 10. — Saturday, that part of the Newcastle and Carlisle 
railway, which lies between Blaydon and the river Darwent, was 
opened. — Ibid. 

June 11. — An advertisement was published, for the purpose of ob- 
taining subscriptions to a proposed magnificent suspension bridge, 
with an approach from near St. Nicholas 1 church, Newcastle, across 
the river to West-street, Gateshead, thereby avoiding the steep and 
dangerous hills, Dean-street, and Bottle bank. — Ibid. 

June 12. — St. John's church, Newcastle, was re-opened after 
having received considerable alterations and repairs. — Ibid. 

June 13. — The foundation stone of an Independent chapel, was 
laid on a site of ground in the Back lane, opposite Ellison-street, 
Gateshead. The rev. A. Jack, after prayer, deposited, in a bottle, 
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a document referring to the ceremony and several coins of William 
IV. The stone was laid by the rev. Dr. Mattheson, of Durham. — 
Local Papers. 

1836 (June 15 and 16). — Wednesday and Thursday, a boat regatta 
was held at Durham. The boats moved in procession from the Pre- 
bend's bridge up to Old Durham, and had an interesting appearance 
from the banks of the Wear, which were crowded by groups of persons 
of all grades. The weather was extremely fine, and the boat racing 
was well contested. The prize for six oared boats was won in two 
heats by the Flying Fish, beating the Dart. On the second day the 
boats were manned at two o'clock, and rowed in procession as on the 
previous day. The prize for the four oared boats was won by the 
Venus, beating the Boutland and others. The skiff race was won 
by Mr. Henry Ebdy. To conclude the day there was a grand dis- 
play of fire-works, balloons, &c, at the Bank mill. — Ibid. 

June 18. — About two o'clock in the morning, the city of Durham 
was visited by a most awful thunder storm. The lightning was ter- 
rific, and the rain fell in torrents. One house in Church street, near 
the new inn, was struck by the electric fluid, and the bed which two 
men had just left to go to work was shivered to pieces. — Ibid. 

June 21. — The Newcastle-upon-Tyne and North Shields Railway 
Act received the royal assent. — Ibid. 

June 24. — This day, the foundation stones of two new chapels in 
the parish of Newburn, designed by Mr. Green, architect, Newcastle, 
were laid : the former in the neighbourhood of Dissington, dedicated 
to the " Holy Trinity," by Edward Collingwood, esq. ; the latter at 
Sugley field, dedicated to the " Holy Saviour," by Charles Bulmer, 
esq., managing director of the iron works in that township. Silver 
coins of the reign of William IV., presented by Robert Boyd, esq., 
were placed in glass vessels, and sunk in the respective foundation 
stones, together with suitable inscriptions. — Ibid. 

June. — The family of Mr. William Bamell, tallow chandler, Dur^ 
ham, were disturbed by the cries of an infant child belonging to Mr. 
B., and on going to the room from which the cries proceeded, they 
found that the child had been severely bitten by a rat, which had 
knawed the flesh to the bone, from one of its fingers, and up to the 
hand as far as the wrist. It had also commenced an attack on the 
neck, but was disturbed by the family. — Ibid. 

On Tuesday, June 28, that portion of the Newcastle and Carlisle 
railway which lies between Hexham and Haydon Bridge, was opened 
with great splendour. It had been previously announced that the trains 
would start from Blaydon at eleven o'clock, and reach Haydon Bridge 
at half-past one, and the committee of directors had with great liber- 
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ality issued to the shareholders and their friends tickets of admission 
to the carriages, and for refreshment at Haydon Bridge. During the 
whole of the morning, Scotswood Road presented a busy scene of 
carriages of all descriptions, horsemen, and pedestrians, all pressing 
forward to the station at Blaydon. At eleven o'clock the usual train 
started, and a few minutes after was followed by the two procession 
trains, under a salute of guns from the company's wharf. The first 
train consisted of five railway coaches and twelve trucks, fitted with 
convenient seats, was drawn by the Hercules engine, manufactured by 
Messrs. Stephenson, and the second, consisting of six railway coaches 
and eleven trucks, similarly fitted up, was drawn by the Samson 
engine, manufactured by Messrs. Hawthorn. Besides the regular 
carriages, several private ones, belonging to parties on the train, were 
attached. — The Allendale band were stationed on the first train, and 
displayed a very handsome flag presented to them on the occasion, 
bearing the arms of Newcastle and Carlisle. The Winlaton band 
were mounted on the second train, and both from time to time 
enlivened the gay scene by playing lively and martial airs. At the 
time of starting the morning was cloudy, and a slight shower of rain 
came on, but it soon passed away, and the day throughout fortunately 
proved bright and mild. At the several stations on the line the trains 
received fresh accessions of passengers. At Wylam, from whence a 
splendid salute was fired, Mr. Thompson and his friends joined ; at 
Prudhoe, Mr. Laws ; and at DUston, Mr. Grey, the receiver to Green- 
wich hospital, and the Boyal hospital flag, was here placed on the 
carriage containing the directors. Additional numbers were received 
at Hexham, and when the trains reached their point of destination, 
the whole was estimated at between 1,500, and 1,600, amongst whom 
were a large assemblage of ladies. At various parts of the line flags 
were hoisted and discharges of guns took place as the trains passed, 
and scarcely a spot on either side of the river, which commanded a 
view of the procession, was without its group of spectators, who by 
their acclamations testified the interest they took in the scene. At 
Haydon bridge a triumphal arch of evergreens and flowers were con- 
structed across the road, and the single bell of the village church 
rang out its welcome to such a company as had never before trod the 
sequestered banks of that part of the Tyne. A little after four the 
company returned to the carnages, and at half-past four the trains 
started on their return to Blaydon, which they reached at half-past 
six o'clock. Throughout the day not the slightest accident occurred, 
except to a carriage proceeding to Blaydon in the morning, which 
was overturned in consequence of the horses turning restive, but no 
person was hurt. — Local Papers. 
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1836 (June 29).— Wednesday, at the king's levee, the duke of 
Cleveland was presented on his appointment to be Custon Rutulorum 
of the county of Durham. — Local Papers. 

Same day, the bishop of Durham was introduced, and did homage 
on his appointment to the see of Durham. — Ibid. 

July 4.— The Great North of England Railway Company was 
incorporated, when an act of parliament was obtained enabling them 
to make a railroad from Croft to Newcastle. — Ibid. 

July 5. — A waggon of coals was conveyed from Haswell colliery, to 
Hendon, near Sunderland, by the Durham and Sunderland railway, 
being the first coal-waggon that had passed along that line. — Ibid. 

July 5. — Newcastle and neighbourhood was visited by an awful 
storm of thunder and lightning accompanied by rain. The storm 
commenced about seven o'clock, and continued until about ten or 
eleven without the least intermission. Although the lightning was 
both forked and very vivid, no damage was done in the town. Dur- 
ham and neighbourhood was also visited in a similar manner, and the 
Wear was much swollen by the rains. At Kirkwhelpington the storm 
was awful for many hours : about three o'clock, the thunder and light- 
ning became for some time incessant. The electric fluid struck a large 
ash tree standing midway between two houses at the east end of the 
village, shivering the tree from top to bottom, and carrying the splin- 
ters, bark, &c, to a great distance : no damage was done to either of 
the two houses. At Alston, about eight o'clock in the morning, the 
distant thunder was heard in the N. W. which continued in quick 
succession till mid-day, when it burst forth in every direction, with 
vivid lightning, accompanied with the loudest peals of thunder ever 
remembered by the oldest inhabitant. A poor woman was struck 
with the lightning at Natrass, near Alston, while sitting in her house, 
which set her clothes on fire, and before she was discovered, they were 
nearly burnt off, a watch which was hanging on a nail, was melted. 
The rain at times fell in torrents, and completely inundated the 
streets. At Whitleys, near Blanchland, eighteen sheep were killed 
by the lightning. They had collected themselves into one corner of 
the fold, and were all killed at one time. The storm also visited 
Alnwick and neighbourhood, and Mr. Elliott of Shank hall, near that 
place, had a valuable horse killed by the lightning. — Ibid. 

July 8. — Sir John Walsham, the assistant poor law commissioner 
for the district, formed the Newcastle upon Tyne Poor Law Union. — 
Ibid. 

July 11. — As George Wilkinson, esq., of Durham, was driving his 
lady, and Mrs. Wilkinson, sen., in the direction of Seaham, in a 
phaeton, he attempted to cross the Seaham railway, when a train of 
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empty coal waggons was descending the inclined plane. His horse, 
which had abundance of time to pass before the waggons reached 
that part of the line, became as it were stupified, and would not pro- 
ceed, in consequence of which circumstance the foremost waggon 
struck the phaeton, which together with the inmates and horse, were 
hurried along at a fearful rate down the incline. A man who was 
in this waggon snatched Mrs. George Wilkinson from her perilous 
situation and placed her in safety beside himself, Mr. W. soon after- 
wards fell from his seat, and the horse became disengaged from the 
vehicle, which was rapidly falling in pieces from the violence of the 
collision, Mrs. Wilkinson sen., however, kept her seat and gently 
rolled off at the bottom of the hill, when the waggons had almost 
ceased to move ; after having been impetuously carried along some- 
where about 180 yards. The carriage was broken into at least 50 
pieces, and wonderful to relate, none of the party received any serious 
injury ; the horse also escaped unhurt. — Local Papers. 

1836 (July 15).— Died, at Richmond, 
Surrey, in his 58th year, sir Matthew 
; White Ridley, of Blagdon, and of Heaton 
I hall, in the county of Northumberland, 
bart., M.P. for Newcastle. He was born 
August 18, 1778, the eldest son of sir 
Matthew the second baronet, by Sarah, 
daughter and sole-heiress of Benjamin 
Golburne, of Bath, esq. He was matri- 
culated of Christ's church, Oxford, April 
24, 1 795, and took his degree of B. A. 
March 9, 1798. He was first elected member for Newcastle on his 
father's retirement, at the general election of 1812. He sat daring 
eight parliaments, and for the space of twenty four years. At the 
two last elections he had to encounter a poll ; but the result proved 
the high esteem in which he was held by his fellow townsmen. His 
principles were those of the old whigs, and in his address on the last 
election he declared himself a sincere and practical reformer ; but 
in the extreme measures which characterised the latter periods of 
his political career, they inclined to conservatism. Sir Matthew 
married, August 13, 1803, Laura, youngest daughter of George 
Hawkins, esq., by whom he had six sons and six daughters. A 
portrait of sir M. W. Ridley, painted by James Ramsey, esq., has 
been published, drawn on stone by Weld Taylor. — Gmt's. Mag. 

July 19. — The installation of the right rev. Dr. Maltby, who had 
been translated from the see of Chichester to that of Durham, took 
place in the cathedral of Durham ; the hon. and rev. Dr. Wellesley 
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acting as proxy for the bishop. His lordship arrived at Bishop Auck- 
land on the 8th of August, and took possession of his episcopal resi- 
dence at that place. On the 23rd he entered the city of Durham, 
and after receiving an address from the corporation, he repaired to 
the cathedral, where he was received, at the entrance from the Palace 
green, by Dr. Sumner, bishop of Chester, archdeacon Thorp, Drs. 
Ogle and Wellesley, and some of the neighbouring clergy. After the 
usual salutations, the bishop of Chester, in the absence of the dean, 
on behalf of himself and the rest of the chapter, addressed his lord- 
ship, congratulating him on his being raised to the see of Durham, 
and trusting that they would find in him as warm an advocate of the 
Christian religion as marked the conduct of his predecessors ; and 
that he would lend his aid to the complete establishment of the Dur- 
ham university. His lordship, in reply, shortly observed, that being 
sensible of the important responsibility that had recently devolved 
upon so humble an individual as himself, and aware of the multifarious 
duties attached to the see of Durham, they should have hid unremitt- 
ing attention ; and with the co-operation of the enlightened body of 
the chapter, he felt confident the burthen would be greatly lessened. 
In conclusion, his lordship observed, that (having reference to the Dur- 
ham university) in him they would find one disposed to promote every 
establishment that had for its object the advancement of true religion 
and piety, the arts and sciences, and the welfare of mankind. His 
lordship then proceeded to his closet, where he was robed, and thence 
conducted to the altar, where the bishop of Chester read the prayer 
usual on such occasions ; his lordship was next conducted to his 
throne and remained there during the evening service. After which 
he dined with the bishop of Chester and a select party, and subse- 
quently proceeded to Auckland castle. The cathedral was crowded. 
~-Local Papers. 

1836 (July 19).— An explosion took place in Hebburn colliery 
on the Tyne, by which a man and two boys lost their lives. — Ibid. 

July 25. — A vacancy in the representation of Newcastle in parlia- 
ment having been occasioned by the death of sir M. W. Ridley, bart., 
the above day was appointed for the nomination of candidates, when 
John Hodgson, esq., of Elswick, was proposed and seconded by 
Archibald Reed and Dixon Dixon, esqrs., and captain Blackett, of 
Wylam, by T. E. Headlam and John Spedding, esqrs. At the close 
of the poll on the 27th, the numbers were, for Mr. Hodgson 1576, — 
for captain Blackett 1528. — Ibid. 

July 29. — On the afternoon of this day, Friday, Newcastle and 
neighbourhood were visited by a tremendous storm of thunder, light- 
ning and rain. The rain during the afternoon, and, indeed, through- 

vol. iv. 2 s 



314 LOCAL HISTORIAN^ [a. D. 1836. 

out the ensuing night, was so violent and so long continued as to 
flood the Tyne and its tributary streams to such a height as had 
not been equalled for several years. Many sheep and other farm- 
ing stock was carried away, a great quantity of hay was lost 
from the low lands, and several fields of potatoes and turnips com- 
pletely destroyed. Mr. Hall, a farmer at Newburn, had a thirty acre 
field of hay entirely destroyed by a deposit of sand brought down by 
the flood. — Local Papers. 

1836 (July). — By a new arrangement of the pews in the area of 
St. Ann's chapel, Newcastle, effected this month, about one hundred 
new sittings were obtained. A hot air apparatus for warming the 
chapel was at the same time introduced ; towards these alterations 
the Corporation of Newcastle gave one hundred guineas. — Ibid. 

August 8. — The Brandling Junction railway was commenced this 
day (Tuesday), at the Felling, Durham, the first turf was cut in the 
presence of R. W. Brandling, esq., and a party of gentlemen, who 
had assembled to witness the first effort to forward this desirable un- 
dertaking. — Ibid. 

August 9. — This day being the fortieth anniversary of the opening 
of the Sunderland bridge, it was determined that it should be cele- 
brated by a similar event in the local history of that borough, viz., 
the partial opening of the eastern division of the Durham and Sun- 
derland railway. Eight waggons of small coals were accordingly 
transmitted from Haswell colliery, drawn by horses, as the machinery 
of the steam engines on the line were not yet completed. About one 
o'clock the first waggon was lowered down from the staiths at the 
eastern extremity of the railway, by a cast metal drop, and discharged 
on board a keel alongside the quay, on the river Wear, amidst the 
firing of guns and huzzas of an immense number of spectators ; the 
remaining waggons were discharged in like manner immediately after- 
wards. The machinery of the drop worked exceedingly well and gave 
the highest satisfaction. — Ibid. 

August 10. — Thursday, the foundation stone of the bridge, built 
by T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. P., across the Tyne at Bywell, was 
laid by that gentleman, but the hilarity of the day was damped by an 
unfortunate accident. Orders had been given to blow up one of the 
piers of the old bridge, and while two men were in the act of charging 
a bore with gunpowder, it was supposed a spark had caught the 
powder, which blew up, and so dreadfully mangled one of the men that 
he died in a few minutes after ; the other was also dreadfully torn. — 
Ibid. 

August 11. — The king granted his royal license to John Hodgson, 
of Elswick house, esq., M. P. for Newcastle, in compliance with the 
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last will of Eliz. Archer Hinde, of Ovingham lodge, in the county of 
Northumberland, to assume the surname of Hinde, in addition to that 
of Hodgson. — Gents Mag. 

1836 (Aug. 17). — Wednesday, a commodious Methodist chapel was 
opened at Wokingham, by the rev. G. B. M 4 Donald, from Sheffield. 
A numerous audience attended on the occasion. — Local Papers. 

August 18. — A boat regatta was held on the river Wear, above 
Pallion, on which occasion the banks of the river were thronged with 
spectators of all classes, and presented a gay and animated appear- 
ance. On the river also, were a number of steam-boats, cobles, gigs, 
&c, crowded with people, all of whom, both "ashore and afloat," 
appeared to take a lively interest in the amusements of the day. The 
first race, for the purse of sovereigns, by six-oared boats, did not take 
place. The second, for a silver medal, in skiffs, by gentlemen, dis- 
tance, mile and half, was won by the Swift. The third, for a purse of 
sovereigns, by cobles, three miles, was won by the William. The 
fourth, for a set of silver medals, in four-oared boats, by gentlemen, 
three miles, was won by the Gazelle. The fifth, for a purse of sover- 
eigns, by four-oared boats, three miles, was won by the St. Agnes. 
The sixth, for a set of silver medals, in two-oared boats, by gentle- 
men, two miles, was won by the Gazelle. The seventh, a purse, for 
keel boats, one mile was won by the Monacre. The races were gen- 
erally well contested, and gave every satisfaction. Towards the close 
the weather became showery, which induced some of the company to 
separate before the termination of the sports. With this exception, 
however, nothing occurred to cast a gloom upon the pleasures of the 
day. — Ibid. 

August 19. — Friday, a new Wesleyan chapel, capable of holding 
1500 persons, was opened in Fawcett street, Bishop wearmouth, by 
the rev. R. Newton. The chapel contains a powerful organ. — Ibid. 

August 22. — A boy named George Young, about 7 years of age, 
while sitting behind his trap-door down one of the Gowpen pits, a 
large stone several tons weight fell upon him from the roof, and 
before he was got out, life was extinct. — Ibid. 

August 28. — Sunday, Howick church, Northumberland, was re- 
opened after having a very elegant organ, and a new gallery erected, 
at the expense of earl Grey. Mr. Hixon was appointed organist. — 
Ibid. - 

August 30. — About eight miles of the eastern division of the Sun- 
derland and Durham railway was opened, by several trains of waggons 
laden with coal, being brought along a new branch from Haswell 
colliery to the main line, and conveyed thereon to Sunderland, where 
the coals were shipped amidst the loud huzzas of the spectators, the 
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firing of guns and a numerous display of flags hoisted on many con- 
spicuous places. — Local Papers. 

1836 (August 31).— Wednesday, the Catholic chapel at Stella, 
erected a few years previously, was reopened after having a spacious 
new gallery, and a splendid altar erected. — Ibid. 

September 8. — 'Thursday, the Roman Catholic chapel, lately rebuilt 
at Alnwick, from designs of Mr. John Green, jun., architect, of New- 
castle, was opened. — Ibid. 

September 9. — Friday, a species of shark, which the fishermen called 
" A White sharp nosed Shark," got entangled in the nets at Culler- 
coats, and was eventually taken alive. This voracious terror of the 
deep, measured six feet eight inches long, and his girth at the broadest 
part, four feet six inches. The fishermen asserted that only one similar 
specimen of the shark species was ever before captured on this part of 
the eastern coast. It was exhibited in Newcastle, and a trifling sum 
charged, on the next day, for the purpose of defraying the expences 
of mending their broken nets. — Hid. 



September 13. — Tuesday, a lady who resides in Monkwearmouth, 
had, when a child about four years of age, two small pebbles put into 
her ears by an elder sister in play, which being pressed too far, pene- 
trated the cavity of the ear, and could not be extracted. The cir- 
cumstance was attended with slight pain and swelling of the glands, 
and one of the stones about seven years afterwards was voided 
through the same aperture. Lately the lady experienced a slight 
pain in the ear accompanied by a swelling of the glands and difficulty 
in swallowing, and to her astonishment on this day the other stone 
appeared within the cavity of the ear, and was with ease extracted ; 
after having remained in the head for upwards of 44 years. — Ibid . 

September 17. — Saturday, the market at West Auckland was 
opened.— Ibid. 

September 25. — A bare, without being pursued, deliberately ran 
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through the village of Burnopfield, and by breaking a square of glass, 
entered the house of the constable, who exercised his authority in 
detaining poor puss, as well on account of her indiscretion as for the 
damage. — Local Papers. 

1836 (September 28).— Wednesday, a handsome Methodist New 
Connexion chapel was opened in Linskill-street, North Shields. — Ibid. 

September. — The first cargo of coal from Belmont, a colliery lately 
won, belonging to William Bell and Co., was shipped by the Durham 
and Sunderland railway on board the Sunderland packet. — Ibid. 

September. — Arrived in Newcastle, a statue to the memory of 
James Losh, esq., executed by Mr. Lough, in Italy. It is a splendid 
figure, sculptured in the finest Italian marble, and is placed in the 
library of the Literary and Philosophical society. The meeting for 
the purpose of considering plans, &c. was held in 1833. — Ibid. 

This month, the countess of Newburgh, one of the descendants 
of the Derwentwater family, changed horses at Hexham on her 
road to Dilston, where she inspected the ruins of the castle, and re- 
mained some time in the chapel, which contains the remains of James 
earl of Derwentwater (who was beheaded in 1716) and other members 
of the Badclyffe family. Lady Newburgh is widow of James Rad- 
clyffe, earl of Newburgh, last heir-male of the Derwentwater family, 
who was grandson of Charles Radclyffe, beheaded on Tower hill in 
1746, by the countess of Newburgh in her own right. This was the 
first time any member of that unfortunate family had visited Dilston 
since lord Derwentwater quitted it to join the rebellion in 1715, when 
in consequence of his attainder, the immense possessions of his family 
became vested in Greenwich hospital. — Ibid. 

September 30.— One of the most cold-blooded and attrocious 
murders, which, perhaps, has ever been recorded, was perpetrated 
upon a defenceless man named Lee, in the glass house, belonging to 
Mr. Price and situate in Pipewellgate, Gateshead. Lee lived in 
Gallowgate, Newcastle, and was a member of the Northumberland 
and Newcastle yeomanry cavalry, and the occurrence took place 
during the performance of their usual eight days' duty. He had, on 
the evening of September 30, taken a considerable quantity of liquor 
at a public house in Pipewellgate, and about half past one, on the 
morning of October 1, left, at her own house door, a female, an 
acquaintance of his, when he said he was going home. It was with 
difficulty he could walk ; and he proceeded in the direction of the 
glass houses, where he often went to see the prisoners,* with whom 

* Their names were Thomas Errington, aged 19, Henry Brown, aged 18, and 
Thomas Wardman, aged 19. 
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he was on intimate terms: indeed he had. been in company with 
Brown, one of the three, in the public house the evening before, 
and no ill will subsisted between any one of them and the deceased. 
Lee it seems went into the glass house, and feeling weary from the 
effects of the drink he had taken, bud down upon a large box and fell 
into a sound sleep. Not long after, Errington commenced the dia- 
bolical scheme by bringing a straw rope from the door, and loosing 
out the ends. He stuffed one extremity into the breast of the pros- 
trate man, and allowed the other to lay upon the ground. The three 
then brought a quantity of straw, laying near, aqd deposited it at 
the foot of the rope, so as to ignite easily. Errington then took a 
shovel to the furnace, to procure hot cinders, while the others con- 
tinued to shake up the straw. He thrust the shovel into the burning 
furnace, and brought forth a quantity of fire, which he bud down 
on the straw. It immediately burnt up, but without reaching Lee. 
He awoke, however, and starting up, muttered some unintelligible 
words and then lay down again and slept. Two boys were in the 
place at the time, and one of them named Dykes, attempted to wake 
him again to warn him of the doings of the prisoners; but was 
thrust back by Errington, who again went and brought more fire, 
which was placed on the straw. In this intance it again burnt up 
without touching Lee. Errington again brought fire, and was again 
disappointed. Finding that his plan did not succeed, he proceeded to 
more certain means of destruction. He stooped and gathering 
together about two handfuls of fire and straw, threw them on the 
breast of the deceased. They then all three ran out, followed by the 
boy Dykes, who (as before stated) had witnessed the transaction, and 
who had been threatened with a worse death than that inflicted on 
Lee. The same impulse which had tempted them to run out, also 
drove them back to witness either the failure or consummation of 
their design. Before entering the place, however, they were met by 
Lee himself, who came running out, enveloped in flames, and crying 
out " fire." He ran along the street, and his cries alarmed a female 
named Mary Thompson, who came down to him. He then ran down 
a narrow alley, and in his desperation and agony, and total uncer- 
tainty of purpose rushed back again. At this outlet he was met by 
this Mary Thompson, and John Brown, the brother of one of the 
prisoners, who together got the fire out, about half-past two A. M. 
They got him into an entry, where a Mrs* Linley came down from 
the house above and anointed his wounds, after which he was taken 
into the house of one Grant. Here he was got ready to be taken to the 
Infirmary, and Errington who was in his mother's house at the time, 
witnessed the preparation*, and signifying a wish to assist in carrying 
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the body, came down without his jacket. He shouted to his mother 
to throw his jacket from the window, which she did. He put it 
on, and in company with four or five others, among whom was the 
prisoner Brown, carried Lee to the infirmary. He was dangerously 
burnt about the thighs, arms, and belly, so much so that his recovery 
was impossible, and he appeared in a state of great depression : stimu- 
lants were continually applied, but without producing any re-action. 
Errington and Brown were taken into custody on Sunday night, and 
Wardman was taken not long after. Lee still remained in a doubt- 
ful state, every attention was paid to him ; but he expired at ten 
o'clock on Monday night. A post mortem examination was held on 
the body ; but no other cause could be assigned for his death than 
the injuries received by the action of the fire. An inquest was held 
on the body, and a verdict of wilful murder was returned against the 
three prisoners. Lee was buried with military honours in St. Andrew's 
church yard. The day was dull, but immense crowds of spectators 
assembled in the streets to witness the melancholy ceremony. At the 
assizes in February 1837> the three prisoners were found guilty of 
manslaughter, Errington was sentenced to ten years' transportation, 
and Brown and Wardman to two years imprisonment and hard labour. 
— Local Papers. 

1836 (October 6). — Thursday, early this morning the foundry of 
Messrs. Glynn, of Ouseburn, was discovered to be on fire, but from the 
prompt assistance of the fire engines belonging to Messrs. Crowther 
and Smith, and the Broad and Grown Glass company, and the aid of the 
work-people and the neighbours, the fire was got under, but not with- 
out considerable damage being done. The fire broke out in a part of 
the premises near the office, caused by a beam taking fire, being 
placed near a stove ; the roof of the office, part of the roof of the 
foundry, and the joiner's shop were totally burnt, and a large number 
of models, &c, destroyed. The North British, Newcastle, and North 
of England and Newcastle fire engines were in attendance, but the 
conflagration had nearly subsided before the arrival of the two latter 
engines. The premises were insured in the Leeds and Yorkshire 
office. The Ouseburn Flint Mill company kindly opened their sluices 
to let the water come down, as it was low water, at the time, which 
was of essential service. — Ibid. 

October. — Some time during this month, Mr. William Mather, 
a respectable builder of Newcastle, came into the possession of an 
immense fortune, amounting to between i?200,000. and «£300,000. 
sterling. About twenty years previous Alexander Adams, esq., who 
resided in Northumberland street, Newcastle, bequeathed an immense 
fortune, amassed in commerce, to his natural son, resident in India. 
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The fortunate devisee did not live long to enjoy his wealth ; but died 
at Calcutta, a bachelor, leaving all he possessed to hie cousin by his 
mother's side, Mr. Thomas Naters, who was settled near New York, 
in the United States of America. This last named gentleman died 
sometime this month, in Switzerland, leaving, under his will, these 
immense riches to Mr. Mather. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Oct. 28).— Friday, in the evening, Newcastle and neighbour- 
hood were visited by a heavy fall of snow, which continued with little 
intermission until the following day. Snow also fell during Sunday, 
and the weather did not change until Tuesday evening, when the 
wind veered to the W. and the snow disappeared. It. was considered 
a very rare occurrence to see snow in October. — Ibid. 



Note. — The Obituary of Dr. Van Mildert, given at p. 300, was copied 
from the Gentlemen's Magazine for April 1836. In the minor correspon- 
dence of that Magazine for the succeeding month appears the follow- 
ing : — " With respect to Bishop Van Mildert' s parliamentary conduct on 
the Catholic Question, we inconsiderately followed a newspaper statement. 
He resisted to the last what has been commonly called Catholic Emanci- 
pation, and a speech of his against the Bill of 1829 may be found in the 
Mirror of Parliament." "It was also a mis-statement, that DO previous 
Protestant Bishop had been buried in Durham Cathedral." 
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N the month of October 18S6, the great west 
window of St, Nicholas 1 church, in Newcastle, 
which had been for a considerable time in course 
of restoration, was completed. The stone-work 
was partially renewed, and the window newly 
glazed with stained glass ; the arms of the cor- 
poration, beautifully executed, occupying the 
centre, in compliment to that body for the very 
liberal manner in which they contributed to- 
ward its repairs. — Local Papers. 
October 29. — A flock of wild geese, thirty-nine in number, passed 
close over the tops of the houses in Newcastle. — Hid. 

October 31. — As Thomas Knox, aged 51, a pitman employed at 
Little Houghton colliery, Northumberland, was hewing, he accident- 
ally broke into an old working, and the water immediately rushed 
upon him, so as to prevent his escape. Knox's son and others who 
were near the shaft saved themselves, but were unable to render any 
assistance to Knox, whose body was not got out of the working until 
Sunday, November 30th. He left a widow and five children. — Hid. 

This month, a fossil mushroom, measuring four inches in diameter, 
was found by Win. Bird, in Gowpen pit, Northumberland, the first 
ever found in that colliery ; also a cockle and a muscle, in a petrified 
state. Several of the latter had been found there before, and a few 
years previously a petrified fish was found imbedded in the coal. — 
Ibid. 

October. — There was found in a field in the neighbourhood of 
Berwick, a shilling coined in the reign of the "good Queen Bess." 
It was in a state of good preservation, but without date. — Hid. 
November 5. — The body of John Hutchinson, serjeant in the 
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Durham militia, was found in the river Tees, about four miles from 
Barnardcastle. He had been missing two days, and is supposed 
to have fallen into the river. On the day of Hutchinson's interment, 
an awfully sudden death occurred in Barnardcastle. A young 
man, named Garnell, sent a boy to meet the funeral procession, and 
requested him to run forward and tell him when it reached the 
town. Before the boy returned, however, Garnell himself was a 
corpse. He took ill directly after sending the boy away, and died in 
a few minutes. He was a very fine young man, about 25 years of 
age, and much respected. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Nov. 6). — The chapel at Horton, near South Shields, was 
opened for divine service, by the rev. Wm. Coward, incumbent of 
Westoe chapel. The building was erected entirely by subscription ; 
and stands in a central situation, between the parishes of Jarrow and 
Whitburn. — Ibid. 

November 9. — The following gentlemen were elected mayors and 
sheriffs for the year 1836-7 : — 

Newcastle. — Joseph Lamb, esq. mayor; Anthony Nichol, esq. 
sheriff. 

Gateshead. — Michael Hall, esq. mayor. 

Sunderland. — Andrew White, esq. mayor. 

Durham. — T. Greenwell, esq. mayor. 

Stockton. — Christopher Lodge, esq. mayor. 

Morpeth. — Robert Blakey, esq. mayor. 

Berwick. — John Miller Dickson, esq. mayor; William Biddell, 
esq. sheriff. — Ibid. 

November 10. — Died, in East street, South Shields, aged 71, Mr. 
John Winter. He was supposed to have been the last survivor of 
the crew who sailed with Governor Phillips to Botany bay in 1787, 
when he was second officer in the boat which discovered Port Jack- 
son, and was the first European who landed at Sydney Cove. — Ibid. 

November 10. — The lord bishop of Durham visited Newcastle for 
the purpose of presiding at a meeting of the Natural History Society. 
On his arrival in the great room of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society, an address from the corporation was presented to his lordship 
by the mayor (J. Lamb, esq.), congratulating him on his elevation to 
the see of Durham. After receiving the address of the council, the 
bishop examined the museum, and afterwards proceeded to the lecture- 
room where the meeting of the Society was held. In the evening, the 
members of the Society and their friends to the number of 90, dined 
together in their own rooms, C. W. Bigge, esq., in the chair, where 
the bishop, and several other gentlemen honoured them with their 
presence. — Ibid. 
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1836 (Nov. 11). — Friday, the western division of the Newcastle 
general Cemetery, at Jesmond, was consecrated by the bishop of Dur- 
ham in the usual manner. His lordship, after attending divine ser- 
vice at St. Andrew's church, went to the cemetery at 12 o'clock, 
accompanied by the mayor and several members of the corporation, 
as well as by the vicar and other clergymen. The morning was cold 
and damp, which rendered the ceremony of walking about the grounds 
rather uncomfortable, notwithstanding which a great number of per- 
sons attended to witness the proceedings. — Local Papers. 

Same day, the bishop (grand visitor of the Infirmary,) visited the 
institution. His lordship was received in the governors' hall by all 
the medical officers, and the rev. the vicar, the rev. J. Collinson, the 
rev, William Turner, Mr. Potter, Mr. Brumell, and Mr. P. G. Elli- 
son, members of the house committee. His lordship minutely inspec- 
ted the wards and other apartments, and was pleased to make the 
following entry in the house visitors' book : — Ibid. 

" Nov. 11. — Visited the wards and other apartments ; gratified to 
see them so spacious and well aired ; tasted the bread and beer, which 
are excellent ; every thing in the hospital bespeaks the attention paid 
to the health and comfort of the inmates, while many decisive proofs 
were afforded of the success with which the skill of the medical officers 
has, under divine providence, been attended. 

' "E. Dunelm, Grand Visitor." 

On the following Sunday, the annual sermon for the benefit of the 
Infirmary was preached at St. Nicholas church, by the bishop, to 
one of the most numerous congregations ever seen at that church, 
when his lordship delivered a most impressive and highly talented 
discourse, from the 29th chapter of Job, the 15th and 16th verses — 
"I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. I was a father 
to the poor." The collection amounted to i?79. 7s., being a much 
larger sum than was ever collected on any similar occasion. — Ibid. 

November 12th — Saturday, an explosion took place in Jarrowpit, 
near South Shields, by which four young men were injured : two of 
them so severely that little hope was entertained of their recovery. — 
Ibid. 

November 14. — Monday, the bishop of Durham paid a visit to the 
Royal Grammar School, Newcastle, on which occasion he begged a 
holiday for the boys. His lordship made several inquiries respecting 
Dawes, who many years ago belonged to this school, and obtained 
a high proficiency in classical literature. On the following day he 
visited the Clergy Jubilee-Schoote and was pleased to express his 
entire approbation of the appearance, order, and good behaviour of 
the boys and girls in both schools, and with the proficiency which 
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they displayed in reading, and in answering the various questions pro- 
posed to them. His lordship also expressed his approbation of the 
proficiency of the boys in writing, arithmetic, mensuration, &o. His 
lordship having noticed one of the boys barefooted very humanely re- 
quested the rev. the vicar to procure him stockings and shoes at his 
lordship's expense, there being no other boy, of nearly 400 present, 
barefooted. — Local Papers. 

1 836 (Nov. 16).— On the evening of this day the rev. T. Frognall 
Dibdin, D. D., was entertained on his return from Scotland, by several 
bibliographical friends, at a dinner in the room of the Antiquarian 
Society of Newcastle, John Clayton, esq., town olerk, in the chair, 
supported by John Adamson, esq., in the vice-chair. The appropri- 
ateness of the place afforded high satisfaction to their distinguished 
guest, who enlivened the company with his anecdotes and humourous 
sallies. It is seldom that a more happy and joyous party ever met, 
and all departed much pleased with their guest and their entertain- 
ment. — Hid. 

November 16. — It was announced by advertisement, that the New- 
castle-upon-Tyne general Cemetery, was ready for interments ; and 
that a considerable number of catacombs under the chapel, and of 
vaults in both the consecrated and unoonsecrated portions of the 
Cemetery, were prepared for sale. The ground for the cemetery, both 
with regard to situation and extent, has been judiciously selected. A 
company was formed in January 1834, to raise the sum of .£6,900 
by 345 shares of £20 each, 90 of which shares were taken by the 
corporation as the price of the land, which consists of 15 acres — ten 
within the enclosure and five without — situate at a short distance 
beyond Carlton-terrace, between the New-road and Benton-lane. 
From the road there is a massive archway entrance betwixt the 
towers of two convenient chapels, built of beautifully veined freestone, 
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after a chaste and appropriate design by John Dobson, esq., forming 
a very ornamental structure at this approach to the town. There 
is also an entrance from Benton-lane, within which stands the keeper's 
lodge a neatly designed building; the architecture of this gate, 
though, less elaborate and imposing than the one just described, is, 
nevertheless, very handsome. The cemetery is laid out and planted 
with great taste, and enclosed with a lofty wall. The freehold of 
the property in each of the portions into which this place of inter- 
ment may be considered as divided, is conveyed by seperate deeds to 
seven trustees elected by the shareholders, but in the financial con- 
cerns of the company there is no division, the purchase money for 
all vaults, graves, headstones, &c, in every part of the ground, 
being paid to the treasurer as part of the funds of the company. 
Thus the purchaser holds his vault by a freehold title durable as the 
civil institutions of his country. The first interment in the new Ceme- 
tery was that of Margaret Bedford, second daughter of Mr. George 
Hoy, formerly a grocer in Newcastle. She died at Jesmond on the 
6th Dec. aged 14 years. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Nov. 19). — A number of fishermen of Hartlepool were placed 
in imminent danger in consequence of a boisterous wind having sud- 
denly arisen while they were engaged in their perilous employment 
at a distance from the coast. Twenty-six boats were at sea, each 
containing three men, and there seemed at one time little chance of 
any of them escaping destruction ; the life-boat was launched, and, 
manned by a gallant crew, proceeded to their assistance. One 
boat was swamped, and her crew, consisting of three brothers named 
Davidson, were observed from the shore struggling in the sea, and 
clinging to their vessel. They were happily picked up by some of 
the other fishermen, and landed in safety. The remainder of the fish- 
ing cobles also reached the shore under convoy of the life-boat without 
having lost a man. During this affecting scene, the shrieks of the 
women, the cries of the children, and the mental agony of old David- 
son, the father of the above-named young men, and who had before 
lost one or two sons at sea, were most appalling. — Ibid. 

November 21. — On the morning of this day, Monday a body of 
water, supposed to be from the sea, broke into a pit at Whitley col- 
liery near North Shields. With great presence of mind, every person 
employed in the mine at the time hastened to the shaft on the first 
indication of danger, and were speedily all brought safe to bank. A 
number of horses, however, suffered under ground. — The shaft of the 
mine is situated about a mile from, but the workings extend near to 
the sea. — Ibid. 

November 23 — A meeting was convened on the evening of this day 
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in the Town-chamber, Gateshead, to adopt measures for securing the 
establishment of a Literary, Scientific, and Mechanical Institution in 
that town. Gateshead had hitherto been without an institution of 
this kind, its proximity to Newcastle having enabled the inhabitants 
to avail themselves of the Literary Institution on that side of the 
water. The meeting which was numerous and respectable, was 
addressed by Messrs Rowntree, Brockett, W. L. Harle, and others, 
and a series of resolutions passed. Several valuable donations were 
presented in the shape of books, &c, and cash to a considerable 
amount. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Nov. 26). — The " Newcastle Standard," a newspaper edited 
by Mr. C. Larkin, was begun, but after a few weeks' papers had been 
published, it was discontinued. — Ibid. 

Nov. 27. — Died, at Alnwick, in the workhouse, aged 70. John 
Wallace, a gardener, formerly sexton and bellman at Alnwick. He 
was reputed to be " weather-wise, " or gifted with the faculty of fore- 
telling atmospheric changes, and was occasionally consulted by those 
who valued his opinion, and had faith in his predictions; though 
it would appear that his supposed predictive powers were not used for 
his own guidance, for in his vocation of common crier he always con- 
cluded his announcement of the time of vessels sailing, &c, with the 
doubting and contingent clause—" if wind and weather permit.'" — 
Ibid. 

November 28.— A public meeting of the inhabitants of Bedlington 
and vicinity was held in the National School Room, on the evening of 
this day, Monday, for the purpose of establishing a Public Library and 
Beading Boom, which was most respectably attended. The rev. G. 
Thompson, minister of Horton (in the absence of the rev. E. G. Ogle, 
vicar of Bedlington,) was called to the chair, when several resolutions 
were passed, and some most powerful appeals made in aid of the in- 
stitution and a provisional committee was formed for carrying the 
object of the meeting into effect. — Ibid. 

November 29. — Tuesday ; the gable wall of a new house building 
in South-street, Bishopwearmouth, fell down, by which three of the 
workmen were severly bruised. — Ibid. 

This month, a singular discovery of a seam of coal was made in 
Berwick. While some alterations were being made in the pavement 
in the yard behind Mr Balph Smith's house in Bridge-street, the work- 
men dug up a quantity of coal. Curiosity dictated a further search, 
and the consequence was that at the depth of about 6 inches from the 
surface, they came upon a seam of coal, which measured 3 feet 1 inch 
in thickness. The quality was put to the test, and pronounced ex- 
cellent. The treasure, however, was not improved, but was again 
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covered in with the earth. Several years previously a similar dis- 
covery was made in Eastern Lane, the present, therefore appears to 
be a continuation of that seam. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Dec.) — This month, as a family were removing from a village 
near Darlington, they observed a redbreast following them, which 
took their attention very much. On more closely noticing it, it was 
recognized as a bird which they had fed before they left the village. 
It continued its flight until it arrived at the place of their destination, 
a distance of about eighteen miles, and finally found its way into the 
very house which the family were about to occupy. — Ibid. 

December 1. — A meeting of the inhabitants of Sunderland, was 
held this day, at the Exchange buildings in that town, the hon. and 
rev. G. V. Wellesley, in the chair, for the purpose of promoting the 
erection of a memorial in honour of Rowland Burdon, esq., as the 
founder of the celebrated iron bridge over the river Wear, at Sun- 
derland, commonly called Wearmouth bridge. Resolutions were 
passed, and a special committee appointed for the purpose of carrying 
them into effect. — Ibid. 

December 2. — Friday, about 12 o'clock, at night the inhabitants of 
Darlington were alarmed by a special messenger from Sadberge, about 
five miles distant from the town, announcing that the house belonging 
to Mr. Christopher Richmond, of Sadberge, tanner, was on fire. Im- 
mediately the engine belonging to the Norwich Union, and that be- 
longing to the parish, were in readiness, and all necessary assistance 
was on the spot in little more than half an hour. When the firemen 
arrived, an awful spectacle presented itself, the fire having made devas- 
tating progress. The flames continued to rage with great fury till 
about three o'clock in the morning, when they were subdued. By the 
exertions of the firemen the whole house was not destroyed; but all 
the furniture, save what was in a single room, and some very valuable 
papers and documents were consumed. The house, which belonged to 
Mr. Richmond, with its contents, were not insured; but deeply afflictive 
as the circumstance was, it was greatly mitigated by the considera- 
tion that a numerous family were providentially delivered from the 
devouring flames.— Ibid. 

December 5. — The neighbourhood of Newcastle was visited by a 
fierce gale. A woman residing in Saltwellside, near Gateshead, was 
unfortunately killed by the fall of a chimney. The Joint Stock Bank- 
ing Company's premises, in the Arcade Newcastle, suffered in the 
glass domes, by chimneys falling in. Part of a high wall in Percy- 
street was blown over, and the river for several hours was completely 
impassable. The steam-ferry or steam-boat could not cross the river 
at Shields, with passengers, and many were detained all night on 
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both the North and South sides; one boat with a man in it was 
driven out to sea. — Local Papers. 
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1836 (Dec.) — Early in this month, a mural monument was erected in 
St. Nicholas 1 church, Newcastle, by order of lord Eldon, in memory of 
the late William Scott, esquire, his lordship's father. The monument 
was designed and executed by Mr. Elger, sculptor, Park-lane, Lon- 
don. It is studiously plain, but very neat, being surmounted with a 
beautifully executed vase, partially covered with drapery, and on the 
tablet is the following inscription :- — " In Memory of MR. WILLIAM 
SCOTT, Freeman and Hostman of this town, who was buried in 
All Saints' Church, November 1776. He left to his family a rich 
inheritance in the example of a life of industry unremitting, of pro- 
bity unsullied, and of piety most pure and sincere. This tablet is 
placed here by one of his affectionate sons." 

December 14. — A coroner's inquest was held at West Rainton, co. 
Durham, before T. C. Maynard, esq., coroner, on view of the body of 
Catherine, daughter of Mr. John Reed, farmer, of that plaee, a 
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little girl about ten years of age who, died from the effects of a 
wound received by the bursting of a gun on the 9th of the same 
month. There had been a wedding in the village, and according to a 
custom prevalent in the colliery districts, the happy company were 
followed by parties firing guns over their heads. When opposite to 
Mr. Reed's passage, a gun burst, and part of the barrel carried away 
the right temple of the deceased, and lodged behind the eye of Mr. 
R.'s servant, both of whom were standing at the door. The servant 
was severely wounded, and lost an eye. The unfortunate deceased, 
whose brains protruded the wound, lingered till the following Satur- 
day, when she expired. In was proved on the inquest that John 
Hanson, the person who fired the gun, had been warned to desist 
by the parish clerk, and he was committed to Durham jail charged 
with manslaughter, on the coroner's warrant, but was acquitted of 
the charge at the Durham Spring assizes, 1837. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Dec. 14). — The Gateshead Poor Law Union was formed. 
The union comprises the parishes and townships of Gateshead, 
Heworth, Winlaton, Whickham, Eyton, Eyton Woodside, Craw- 
crook, Stella, and Chopwell. — Ibid. 

December 16. — A letter from America, was received at Houghton- 
le-Spring, directed "Easington Lane, Hetton, Durham, England," 
but without any name, and it happened that when the letter carrier 
was going his round, a woman came to him and asked him if he had 
any letters from America, and it oddly enough proved to be from her 
son. — Ibid. 

December 17. — Died, at Haltwhistle, Northumberland, at the 
advanced age of 82 years, Elizabeth Guthbertson, a maiden lady. 
The deceased sprung from a very ancient family in Northumberland, 
was lady of an extensive manor about Haltwhistle, and possessed 
property which had been estimated to be worth i?2,000 per annum. 
She was well educated, and brought up in every respect as a lady of 
good fortune ought to be. She had a brother and a sister; the 
former, who was very fond of fox hunting and the habits generally 
congenial with that sport, died many years previously, leaving the 
deceased, heir to the whole of this valuable property. Shortly after 
the demise of her sister, Miss Cuthbertson became exceedingly strange 
in her manners and eccentric in her conduct. She chose for her 
abode the second story of a miserable abode in Haltwhistle, the door 
of which was nearly constantly locked, and many of the windows 
bricked up to shut out the gaze of inquisitive people. Here she 
lived alone, and the wealth with which she was blessed, and which 
might have been a source of blessing to all around her, was allowed 
to accumulate, as she invariably refused all applications to improve 

vol. iv. 2 u 



330 local historian's [a. d. 1836. 

the estate, or render those around her more comfortable. For the 
latter part of her life her exclusiveness became more strict and her 
solitude more remarkable ; she kept no steward, or servant, or any 
one to look after her affairs, or manage her property, and consequently 
much inconvenience was sustained by all the neighbourhood. Towards 
her tenants she behaved in a very peculiar manner ; it is said that 
there were some who had not paid any rent for a great number of 
years ; there were others who paid a portion of the rent due only, 
and both these descriptions of tenants she allowed to live upon the 
respective tenures they occupied, because they owed her money, but 
those who paid the whole of their rents she immediately discharged. 
It is said by those who had occasional access to her that she had a 
fine intelligent countenance, but it was clouded with austerity, and 
a little more cleanliness would have made it more agreeable. During 
the last few years of her life she declined transacting any business in 
the most positive manner, and no inducements or persuasions could 
prevail upon her to abandon her system of non-intercourse with the 
world. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Dec. 21). — The first general meeting of the members of the 
Mechanics' Institute, or Literary and Scientific Society, of the 
borough of Gateshead, was held in the town-hall, Oakwellgate, James 
Pollock, esq., in the chair, when communications from several noble- 
men and gentlemen, who had been solicited to patronize and support 
this society, were read by Mr. Kell, one of the secretaries pro. tem., 
and, generally, met the cordial approbation of the meeting. The 
secretaries were requested to communicate the thanks of the meeting 
to those noblemen and gentlemen who had so very liberally given 
their patronage and support to the society. Reports of the com- 
mittees to form rules for the Institute, and to superintend the fitting 
up of apartments for their use, were received and approved. The dona- 
tion list was next submitted to the meeting, amounting to nearly £ 105. 
in money, as also upwards of 190 volumes of very valuable books, 
a pair of globes, and electric and other scientific apparatus. — Ibid. 

December 23. — About four o'clock on the morning of this day, 
Friday, a fire broke out in a sail loft in Messrs. Smith's dock yard at 
St. Peter s quay. The shipwrights who lived near the spot hastened 
to render every assistance, on an alarm being given, and it being high 
tide the docks were filled, so that an abundant supply of water was 
speedily obtained. The engine from sir M. W. Ridley and Co.'s 
glass-house was promptly on the ground, and was of very great 
service. The engines from the different fire offices in Newcastle 
attended, but the fire was so nearly extinguished when they arrived, 
that it was not thought necessary that they should play. The accident 
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originated in a stove, a plate of iron at the bottom of which had 
become too much heated, and fired to the floor. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Dec. 23). — On the morning of this day, Friday, a sharp frost 
set in, with a heavy fall of snow, which continued throughout that 
and the two following days with increasing severity, and being accom- 
panied by a high wind from the north east, the snow drifted very 
much, and, consequently, the roads to the north and south of New- 
castle soon became impassable. The mails from the south were, on 
some occasions, twenty-five hours behind their time, and Monday's 
mail from the north was thirty-four hours behind. The greatest 
obstructions in the north, were between Felton and Alnwick, and 
from Buckton Burn to Berwick, but particularly on the latter portion 
of the road, in consequence of little exertion having been used to 
clear a passage. Two mails were abandoned at this place, and one 
near Shilbottle lane-end, about two miles south from Alnwick, and 
the bags forwarded on horseback, and in chaises. North of Berwick, 
there was comparatively little snow, and it will afford some idea of 
the obstruction south of that place to state, that though the mail 
arrived there at three o'clock on Wednesday afternoon, it did not 
reach Belford, a distance of only sixteen miles, before three on 
Thursday morning. All communication to the north by coach was 
completely stopped for several days, no conveyance having reached 
Newcastle from that quarter, from Saturday night until Thursday 
afternoon, when Monday's Union arrived. The coaches which set 
out for the north on Monday morning were all stopped before they 
had proceeded far ; the High-flyer at Weldon bridge, and the Chevy 
Chase near Ponteland ; the Union and Royal William reached 
Belford on Wedneaday night, and the Wonder was stopped at New- 
ton. A passenger (the only one) in the Chevy Chase coach from 
Newcastle furnished particulars of the journey, which' reflect much 
credit on the activity and perseverance of the guard, John Barron, 
and the coachman, Jonathan Bowron. The coach left Newcastle at 
eight o'clock on Monday morning, and reached Edinburgh at ten 
o'clock on Thursday night. The snow in some parts of their route 
was twelve feet in depth, and it required three days to perform 
three stages. Notwithstanding these obstructions, however, the 
guard and coachman persevered, and sometimes with four, sometimes 
with six horses, by diverging occasionally into fields, and carrying the 
coach frequently over hedges and ditches, they contrived to reach 
their goal in the time mentioned. It is remarkable that the trains 
on the railway between Newcastle and Carlisle were scarcely impeded 
at all ; thay ran regularly all the time, and would not have been at 
all behind, if it had not been for the delay caused by the coaches on 
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the intermediate part of the line. From the storm on land, only one 
loss of life has been recorded — that of a poor man who was found 
dead in the neighbourhood of Stokesley. The list of causalties on 
the coasts of Northumberland and Durham, however, included the 
loss of many valuable lives and much property. — Local Papers. 

1836 (Dec. 25). — At night, an explosion of foul air took place in the 
five-quarter seam of High Heworth colliery, near Gateshead, by 
which one man was severely burnt. The accident arose from what is 
called by the pitmen, a sudden " waft," and was very limited in its 
extent, as three other men, working near the sufferer, escaped unhurt. 
On the morning of Tuesday the 27th, another accident occurred at 
the same colliery, but in a different part of the mine, called the 
Hutton seam. On this latter occasion, two men lost their lives, and 
a third was severely injured. The explosion took place at a part 
where there was a communication with the five-quarter seam. The 
bodies of the unfortunate men were recovered almost immediately, 
and an inquest was held on them on the 28th, and from the evidence 
adduced, there could be no doubt that the cause of the accident, like 
most of those which occur in coal mines, was to be attributed to the 
circumstance of one of the sufferers, a heedless young man, having* 
neglected those precautions on entering the mine, which, from the 
previous acoident in the five-quarter seam, rendered prudence abso- 
lutely necessary. No blame was attributable to the managers of 
the mine, and the jury returned a verdict of " accidental death.' 11 — 
Ibid. 

December. — Operations commenced on the Newcastle and North 
Shields railway. — Ibid. 

This year, lady Ravensworth caused to be erected, at her own 
expence, at Lamesley, a neat, substantial, and commodious Alms- 
house, containing eight apartments, for the reception of poor and 
aged females. Her ladyship also munificently endowed the erection 
with the sum of £50 per annum. — Ibid. 

The quantity of coals shipped from the river Tyne, in the year 
1836, London and coastwise alone, amounted to 754,961 Newcastle 
chaldrons. Of the land and water sale of coals on the Tyne no 
public entry is made ; but it has been ascertained that it approxi- 
mates to 200,000 Newcastle chaldrons annually. The over-sea sale 
is not here taken into account : so that the Tyne vend of coals for 
the year may be safely put down at 770,000 Newcastle chaldrons of 
53 cwt. each ; or two millions, forty thousand, five hundred tons. 
Reduced to tons, the vend of the river Wear for the same period is 
one million, fifty-five thousand four hundred and thirteen; being 
rather more than half the enormous vend of the Tyne. — Ibid. 
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1837 (Jan. 1). — A handsome and commodious chapel of ease, 
in the parish of Shotley, was opened for divine service, when an elo- 
quent and appropriate sermon was preached on the occasion by the 
rev. W. N. Darnell, rector of Stanhope. Lord Crewe's trustees, the 
patrons, endowed the chapel and very liberally subscribed towards 
its erection. — Local Papers. 

January 2. — Monday, a human skeleton was found about one and 
a half feet below the surface of the north-east side of Sunderland 
moor. It was full grown, and is considered to have been a female. 
From appearances, it must have lain in the ground many years.-— 
Hid. 

January 3. — A swan was shot upon the river at Blyth, weighing 
21pas. by Mr. John Hutton, and Mr. James Tate, who fired to- 
gether. — Ibid. 

January 3. — The sale of the Mansion house furniture, books, 
pictures and plate, commenced on this day, pursuant to the decision 
of the corporate body on the seventh of December, IS36. The pro- 
ceeding met the approbation of some, but was highly disapproved of 
by the mass, who very justly regarded the disposal of property left in 
trust for the use of the corporation for ever, as an act, indefensible, 
and the more so, when it is remembered that the ultimate decision 
was arrived at, by the trifling majority of four. A hasty reference to 
the pages of Brand will satisfy us of the species and terms of the 
tenure on which the various gifts to the corporate body were held, and 
which had been faithfully observed by our progenitors for more than 
two hundred years recorded, and perhaps still more. The piece of 
plate to whieh we particularly and at present allude, was sold to a 
silversmith of the town for the price of old metal. The bowl was of 
solid silver, and nearly five feet in circumference. The sale was but 
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poorly attended. The following is a copy of the auctioneer s adver- 
tisement. 

" MANSION HOUSE, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

THE WHOLE OF THE ELEGANT HOUSEHOLD FUR- 
NITURE ; together with the PLATE, LINEN, GLASS, 
CHINA, PAINTINGS, PRINTS, BOOKS, and other 

VALUABLE EFFECTS, 
IN THE MANSION HOUSE, 
Will be SOLD by AUCTION, on the Premises, by direction of 
the Comcil of the Borough, on Tuesday, the 3rd day of Janu- 
ary, 1837, and following days, (Saturdays excepted,) at 11 
o'clock in the forenoon of each day, 

By J. $ G. EWABT, 
Included in the complete suite of Drawing Room, Dining 
Room, Parlour, and Bed Room Furniture, to be offered to 
UNRESERVED COMPETITION, will be found a rich toned 
Piano-forte, by Broadwood ; a brilliant Chimney Glass of un- 
usually large dimensions, in a rich gilded frame ; 
A THREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE DAY CLOCK, 
in a beautiful japanned case, presenting a curious and almost unique 
specimen of Horology ; the sumptuous furnishings of the 

STATE BED-CHAMBER ; 

AN ANTIQUE OAK SETTLE, 

Embellished with elaborate carvings, representing the evangelists 

and scriptural subjects, in the finest preservation ; 

NEARLY THREE THOUSAND OUNCES OF SILVER 

PLATE ; 

The Bed and Table Linen, and Blankets, 

Are of the very best description, and a considerable part nearly new ; 

THE PICTURES 
Are the works of eminent local artists ; 
THE ENGRAVINGS 
Are by the first masters of the day, and comprise the best portraits 
of their present Majesties, of George the Fourth, and numerous 
other illustrious personages of the age ; the whole are early impressions, 
and many of them proofs before letters ; glazed, and in the most 
elegant and appropriate frames. 

THE LIBRARY 
Contains a choice selection of miscellaneous works, many of them in 
rich bindings, comprising amongst others D'Oyly and Mant's Bible 
3 vols., 4to ; Johnston's Dictionary, 3 vols., 4to. ; Ho&ley's Britannia 
Bomana ; the Declaration and Treaties between Charles the First and 
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his Parliament, folio calf 1662; Gray's Chorographia ; Lingartfs 
History of England; Sydney HalVs General Atlas; the whole of 
Grreenwop<Ts County Maps, in numbers ; besides numerous law books, 
acts of parliament, parliamentary reports, &c. &c. Also 

THE COPPERS, VESSELS, COOLER, and OTHER BREW- 
ING UTENSILS, capable of brewing fourteen half barrels at a time. 

N. B. The sale of the plate, linen, paintings, prints, and booh, will 
occupy the first four days. 

The Furniture, &c, may be viewed by catalogue only, on Thurs- 
day, Friday, and Saturday previous to the commencement of the 
sale; and Catalogues, price one shilling each, will be ready on 
Saturday, the 24th December, and may be had of all the booksellers; 
and at the principal inns in Newcastle ; at the principal inns in the 
neighbouring towns ; and of John & George Ewart, land-surveyors, 
auctioneers, &c. No. 4, Butcher Bank, Newcastle. 

Newcastle upon Tyne, 15th December, 1836." — Local Papers. 

1837 (Jan. 4). — An inquest was held on the body of Robert Rippon, 
a boy seven years of age, residing at Stepney square. It appeared 
that the deceased and another boy were playing near the Pottery at 
Stepney, when a young man of the name of John Harris (aged 15) 
coming past, snatched a stick from the deceased, with which he struck 
him on the back and neck. After the blow the deceased ran for 
about fifteen yards, towards home, and fell. He was immediately 
taken up, but died in a few minutes. From a post-mortem examina- 
tion, it appeared that the internal jugular vein was ruptured from 
the blow on the neck. The jury returned a verdict of manslaughter 
against Harris, who was tried at the Newcastle spring assizes, found 
guilty, and sentenced to be imprisoned till the rising of the court. — 
Ibid. 

January 4. — At a meeting of the town council of the borough of 
Gateshead, held on this day, Mr. Price stated that a large number of 
lodging houses in certain streets of the borough, were filled by dis- 
reputable characters, driven from Newcastle by the vigilance of the 
police of that town. Mr. Rowntree suggested that it would be better 
to say nothing about the matter, as it would serve as an invitation to 
such persons to seek lodgings there in greater numbers ; to which 
Mr. Brockett replied that having heard of as many as seventeen being 
found in one bed, it seemed as if the lodgings were already full. — Ibid. 

January 7. — This day, Saturday, the winning of the new colliery 
at Woodhouse close, near Bishop- Auckland, the property of Messrs. 
Flintoff, was successfully accomplished; the main coal seam having 
been found in great perfection at a depth of seventy-four fathoms. — 
Ibid. 
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1837 (Jan. 8). — Sunday, in the evening, between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, a fire broke out at High Heworth colliery, which very fortu- 
nately was got under before any material damage was sustained. The 
fire, which was entirely confined to the upper works, is supposed to 
have been occasioned by some sparks having been blown from a short 
rope or torch, left by some men who had commenced working, as a 
light for others who had to follow. Engines were speedily dispatched 
from Newcastle, but before they reached the spot the conflagration 
was so far subdued as to render their services unnecessary. — Local 
Papers. 

January 9, — This day, Monday, the sheriff of Berwick upon Tweed 
presented the recorder with a pair of white kid gloves, a usual com- 
pliment on the occasion of a maiden sessions. On presenting the gift, 
the sheriff intimated the high satisfaction he experienced in having 
such a pleading duty to perform.— Ibid. 

January 10. — In consequence of a very rapid thaw, accompanied 
with rain, which commenced on the previous day, the river Tyne be- 
came alarmingly swollen, overflowing its banks in various places and 
doing considerable injury. At Scotswood it burst into two rows of 
houses, fourteen in number, between four and five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and speedily rose in them to the height of five feet. In the 
course of the same night, a cistern of water, at the paint-manufac- 
tory at Paradise, burst and overflowed some houses and gardens in 
its vicinity. A keel was sunk below the chain bridge, but it was 
weighed the same day. At Dunston the water entered a number of 
the cottage houses and very rapidly rose to breast height in some of 
them. The haughs and shores were all overflown, but at neither side 
was there any particular loss sustained. The inconvenience of wet 
bedding and furniture, however, was severely felt by the poor inhabit- 
ants of the cottages by the water side. Early in the morning the 
water rose considerably on the quay at Newcastle and overflowed 
some of the cellars, but the damage was not extensive. One of the 
old cannons on the quay for mooring vessels to, was torn up, having 
four vessels attached to it at the time ; but the whole were righted 
again without serious injury. At Hexham and Corbridge, and most 
places on the banks of the Tyne, the flood was severely felt, and many 
persons were of opinion that it had not been so high since 1815. 
The railway wall, near Farnley, was slightly injured, but caused no 
interruption to travelling. The Wear and other rivers in the neigh- 
bourhood were similarly flooded, but without any serious damage. — 
Ibid. 

January 12. — Thursday, an alarming fire broke out in the patent 
rope manufactory of R. Webster, esq., at Deptford, near Sunderland, 
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on the side of the Wear. It was discovered a short time after the 
work had commenced, about half-past seven in the morning, and 
appeared to have been caused by a spark produced from the friction of 
two wheels, and emitted on a quantity of dry oakum which ignited, 
and blazed with great fury. The alarm was given by a young woman 
who first saw the danger, a messenger was dispatched to Sunderland 
for assistance, and the military were called out. Five engines were 
soon brought to the spot ; but, in consequence of the dense smoke 
and the excessive heat, it was some time before they could be put in 
operation. In the adjoining buildings, a quantity of tar in barrels 
and other materials were deposited ; to prevent the fire from commu- 
nicating to which, part of the warehouse wall was broken down, and 
the barrels, &c, thrown out into the river. Several ships were moored 
in front of the ropery, which were in great danger, the chains of four 
were cut and the vessels moved. As soon as it was practicable, the 
engines were put to work, and every exertion was used to preserve as 
maoh of the property as possible ; but, notwithstanding every effort, 
the whole of the extensive manufactory, with its machinery, &c, was 
burned to the ground. A quantity of manufactured rope, hemp, fee, 
was also totally destroyed. Great credit attached to Major F. O. 
Leigh ton, of the 56th regiment, and the officers and soldiers under 
his command, whose exertions were beyond all praise, and to the 
police officers of Sunderland, and many other persons who rendered 
great assistance. The loss amounted to nearly of 60,000., about two- 
thirds of which amount was insured. — Local Papers. 

1 837 (Jan. 13). — This being the day appointed for laying the founda- 
tions of the two great bridges over the Ouseburn and Willington 
dean, on the line of the Newcastle and North Shields railway, John 
Hodgson Hinde, esq., M. P., vice-chairman, proceeded to Willington 
dean, where he was met at twelve o'clock by a number of the directors 
and shareholders, the engineer, architect, &c, and notwithstanding 
the inclemency of the weather, also by a considerable assemblage of 
spectators. The preliminary arrangements having been made, Mr. 
Hodgson Hinde shortly addressed those present, informing them that 
he attended there that day as the deputy of Matthew Bell, esq., 
M. P., the chairman of the company, by whom it had been arranged, 
that the foundation of that stupendous structure should have been 
laid, but who, he was sorry to say, was prevented by severe indisposi- 
tion from attending. He trusted that the line of railway, with 
which the bridges were connected, would greatly promote the interests 
and be highly conducive to the convenience of the neighbourhood, 
and, that in the course of two years, they should again have the 
pleasure of meeting to assist in the opening of the railroad. He then 
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read the inscription on the brass plate to be deposited in the foundar 
tion ; the inscription stated that the foundation-stone of that bridge 
was laid on the 13th of January, 1837, by M. Bell, esq., M. P., for 
South Northumberland, and enumerated the names of the chairman, 
vice-chairman, and directors ; of the solicitors ; of Mr. Green, the 
architect of the bridge ; Mr. Nicholson, the engineer to the railroad ; 
Mr. John Straker, consulting-engineer; and Mr. W. Swan, clerk. 
The plate, together with several coins of the present reign, was then 
placed between glass plates, and plaster being poured upon them, Mr. 
H. Hinde spread it around with a silver trowel. The stone was then 
placed on its bed, and the usual ceremonies being gone through, nine 
hearty cheers were given by all present, and the proceeding termin- 
ated. Mr. Hinde, the Directors, &c, after partaking of a glass of 
wine at the Willington colliery office, proceeded to the house of John 
Grace, esq., at Point Pleasant, and partook of a sumptyous luncheon 
prepared for them. After leaving Mr. Grace's, the party again 
assembled at the Ouseburn, near the Lead works, where the founda- 
tion of the bridge over that burn was laid in a similar manner to that 
at Willington, the plate, however, stated that it was laid by John 
Hodgson Hinde, esq., M. P. for Newcastle. In the evening the 
directors and several friends dined together at the George Inn, in 
Newcastle, Mr. Hodgson Hinde presided, and the Vice-chair was 
filled by Richard Spoor, esq., of Whitburn. Various toasts appro- 
priate to the occasion were given, and in attending to the proceedings 
of the day, the chairman paid a well merited compliment to Mr. 
Green for the ingenuity and talent displayed in the designs of the 
bridges. The evening was spent with great hilarity. The bridges 
alluded to are of great extent, and of peculiar construction. That 
over Willington Dean is 1,050 feet long, and 76 feet high in the 
centre, and consists of seven segmental timber arches each 120 feet 
span, supporting a wooden platform, with stone piers and abutments. 
The Ouseburn bridge is 800 feet long and 138 feet high, and has five 
similar arches of 116 feet span, with stone piers and abutments, with 
an oblique arch through the western one. They are both calculated 
for a double line of railway, and that over Ouseburn for a foot-path, 
five feet wide on one side. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Jan. 14 and 15). — Saturday and Sunday, fourteen persons 
were buried at Monkwearmouth, whose united ages amounted to 1004 
years, being nearly 72 years each. — Ibid. 

January 15. — Died, in Newcastle, aged 73, Mr. Michael Fother- 
gill ; and on the 17th inst. aged 73, Hannah, his wife. They were 
buried in one grave, and were followed to the place of interment by 
the whole of the work people in the Flax-mill, where he wrought, as 
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well as by a number of friends and neighbours, by all of whom they 
were highly respected. He had been upwards of fourteen years a 
faithful servant under Mr. W. B. Proctor. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Jan. 18.)- Wednesday, an oratorio was performed on the open- 
ing of the new organ in Ovingham church, Northumberland, presented 
to the parish, by the vicar, the rev. James Birkett. The music, on 
the occasion, was selected with taste and judgment, and the perform- 
ance (by the choir of St. Nicholas's, Newcastle,) highly gratifying. 
The munificent gift was acknowledged by a numerous and highly re- 
spectable audience. — Ibid. 

January 21. — Died, in Old Elvet, Durham, aged 86, Mr. George 
Ashton. He entered the cathedral at seven years of age as a singing 
boy, and a few years afterwards was appointed one of the choristers, 
in which situation he remained until the day of his decease, having 
been altogether in the cathedral during the period of nearly eighty 
years. He was a kind-hearted and charitable man, ever ready to re- 
lieve distress ; and the objects of his bounty during life have not been 
forgotten in the disposition of the property of which he died possessed. 
He bequeathed £100 to the Durham Infirmary, £100 to the United 
Blue Coat and Sunday Schools, £100 to the Society of the Sons of 
the Clergy, and £100 per annum to be divided amongst eight poor 
women. He also left £400 to his aged housekeeper. The bulk 
of his property, which was considerable, he bequeathed to very distant 
relatives. — Ibid. 

January 21. — Died, at the Leazes-crescent, Newcastle, aged 56, 
Mr. John Sykes, editor of the " Local Becords," and several interest- 
ing tracts on subjects connected with the history of the district, or 
illustrative of local events and character. For some time previous to 
his death, Mr. Sykes was engaged in the compilation of a third vol- 
ume of the Local Eecords ; and he had also prepared for the press 
a history of the printing business in Newcastle, interspersed with 
curious notices of the early printers, and copies of the title-pages of 
several scarce local works. — Ibid. 

January 23. — Died, at Denwick, near Alnwick, aged 98, Mr. John 
Thew, farmer, the oldest freeman of the borough of Alnwick, and the 
last male descendant of a very ancient Northumbrian family, which, it 
is supposed, have held leases, under the noble house of Percy, for up- 
wards of four hundred years ; he retained the use of his faculties until 
within a short period of his decease. Few men have descended to 
the tomb, who have held a higher character than this respected 
individual. — Ibid. 

January 26. — Wednesday, in the evening, a fire broke out in the 
attic of the canvass manufactory of Messrs. Cornforth and Co., near 
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the Custom house, Sunderland, which, for a short time, assumed a 
threatening aspect. The fire engines however were soon in atten- 
dance, and by prompt exertions the fire was extinguished without 
much damage being effected. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Jan. 30). — Died, in New Bridge-street, Newcastle, much res- 
pected Mr* John Daglish, druggist and apothecary, Sandhill. As ex- 
emplifying Mr. Daglish's benevolent disposition, it may be stated that 
besides his exertions in promoting Infant and Sunday schools, he 
gratuitously vaccinated 17,000 children. — Ibid. 

January 31. — Monday, two pitman belonging to Thornley colliery, 
Durham, of the names of Storey and Surtees, engaged to hew coals 
against each other for five guineas a-side. The tubs in which the 
coals were brought to bank contained 20 coal pecks, and the weight 
of coal put in each is 6 cwt. The wager was won by Storey hewing 
33£ tubs, and Surtees 30 tubs, the former being 10 tons 1 cwt. and 
the latter 9 tons. The amount of Storey's earnings, according to the 
prices paid for hewing, would be lis. and 2d., and that of Surtees, 
10s. The hours of working were eight, and from the extreme hard- 
ness of the coal in the five quarter seam, the performance of each may 
be considered unprecedented. — Ibid. 

At this period there were residing at Shincliffe, near Durham, under 
one roof, five generations, viz. : — Margaret Wilson, 98 years old ; 
Ann Emmerson, 74, her daughter; Margaret Douglas, 43, grand- 
daughter ; Ann Leroy, 20, great grand-daughter ; Sarah Jane Leroy, 
great great grand-daughter, 4 months' old. The oldest of the above 
in full possession of her mental faculties, and generally employed 
every day in the household affairs. — Ibid. 

February 3. — Died, at Morpeth, the rev. Edward Otter, brother 
of the bishop of Chichester, rector of Bothal, and prebendary of 
York ; of whom it may be justly said that the neighbourhood in which 
he resided has lost a most valuable friend and adviser. His clear, 
active and comprehensive mind, which could grapple successfully with 
the most difficult subjects, was available at all times, even to the 
humblest individual. His delight was to do good, of which the Dis- 
pensary, Saving's bank, and Friendly society at Morpeth, bear ample 
testimony. His unremitted attention, also, both to the spiritual and 
temporal interests of his parishioners, and his benevolent interference 
with the duke of Portland in behalf of his grace's tenantry, will be 
long and gratefully remembered. He was indeed highly and deser- 
vedly respected when living, and when dead is deeply and sincerely 
regretted. — Ibid. 

February 3. — Friday, the foundation stone of a new meeting house, 
for the use of the Wesleyan Seoeders in Houghton-le-Spring, was 
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laid by Andrew White, esq., mayor of Sunderland, who at the same 
time presented a beautiful pulpit bible : the farmers in the neighbour- 
hood led the stones gratuitously. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Feb. 4).— Saturday, the Vesta steamer, belonging to " the 
Newcastle Steam Navigation Company," was launched from Messrs. 
Hopper's Ship-building yard, North shore, Newcastle, amid an im- 
mense multitude of spectators. It presented a beautiful spectacle. 
The vessel went into the river with such ease, so slowly and majestic- 
ally, that the people on board were scarcely conscious of her motion. 
The Vesta is about 300 tons register, old admeasurement, and is 150 
feet long over all, her poop being 45 feet, and the deck between the 
first and second cabins, presenting an inviting promenade to passen- 
gers, is 80 feet long. There are sleeping berths for twelve seamen, 
and the deck-houses, cabins for the master, mate, stewards, &c, 
afford every comfort and convenience. The cooking apparatus is of 
the most approved construction. The fore-cabin for passengers is 
fitted up with boxes in the style of a coffee-house, and will accommo- 
date fifty people, the height between decks being six feet seven inches. 
There are two large holds for goods, in which about one hundred tons 
can be stowed away, and the best cabin, or saloon, is a lofty and very 
elegant apartment, twenty-two feet long. It is splendidly lighted 
with plate glass, there being four stern windows, besides others, and 
there are inserted in the panel work several large mirrors. The 
machinery is not less deserving of commendation. There are two 
engines, each estimated at seventy-horse power, but can be worked 
with safety at a much higher pressure.— Ibid. 

February 6. — Monday, as John Harris, esq., the engineer to the 
Stockton and Darlington railway, was passing over the bridge which 
crosses the river Tees, at Stockton, a furious beast driving to a 
daughter-house, came suddenly on to the bridge, and made an attack 
at him. There seemed for the moment no way of escape for the un- 
fortunate gentleman, but happily he had the presence of mind to 
throw himself over the parapet of the bridge, sustaining himself in 
this painful position by his hands and feet until the beast, defeated in 
his attack, passed on. — Ibid. 

February. — The manufacture of the largest rope on record, in one 
unspKced piece, was finished at the patent rope works of Mr. J. 
Grimshaw, in Sunderland. It was upwards of 4,000 yards long, seven 
inches in circumference, and 12 tons weight, and cost about £ 400. 
It was for the use of the London and Birmingham railway. — Ibid. 

February 8. — Wednesday, in the evening, two old men were sent 
from St. Nicholas' workhouse, Newcastle, to Mr. Clark's, upholsterer, 
in the Arcade, to fetch some curled hair to teaze, a work in which 
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they were employed. After receiving four stones 1 weight in a bag, 
one of them, named M'Intosh, got it upon his back, leaving the other, 
who walked lame, behind. M'Intosh, however, never reached the 
workhouse, but his body was found in the river near the glass houses, 
in the Close, the following morning. How he had got into the river, 
or what had become of the hair, was not ascertained. — Local Papers. 
1837 (Feb. 20). — The new Theatre in Newcastle was opened for 
the first time by Mr. Montague Penley with the ** Merchant of 
Venice " and "the Young Widow," and was attended by a very 
crowded audience. The foundation of the building was laid in July 
1836, and with such celerity were all parts of the great design put in 
operation and carried into execution, that in the short space of seven 
months, it was wholly completed, and the interior generally was almost 
perfectly dry. The front of the Theatre is a sumptuous and imposing 
piece of architecture, and the spot chosen for this classic place of 
amusement is not only very eligible on account of its being central, 
but it possesses the recommendation of being in Grey street, which, 
as regards spaciousness and beauty, may challenge the world. The 
rich and spacious portico under which carriage parties are set down 
is forty-six feet in length, and projects entirely over the broad flagged 
pavement, the gorgeous overhanging pediment of which affords perfect 
shelter. It is supported by six finely proportioned Corinthian col- 
umns, with pilasters in the elevation to correspond, in height forty- 
one feet. In the tympanum of the pediment are the royal arms 
sculptured by Tate, with extraordinary boldness and spirit. On 
each side of this magnificent portico a house is erected, in the archi- 
tecture of which the same style has been adopted, so as to form alto- 
gether a frontage of 120 feet, presenting a uniform and symmetrical 
facade of surpassing grandeur. The windows also, throughout, are 
arched and pedimented and kept in character. The parapets are 
handsomely balustraded, the angles of which are ornamented with 
rich vases carved in stone. Indeed, it has been allowed by connoi- 
seurs, that, among the higher efforts of the art which modern ages 
have so copiously produced, it would be difficult to find many speci- 
mens, taking this in all respects, fit to be set in competition with it. 
The west front — of which a feeble and very inadequate description 
has been just given — is the only part of the structure exposed to 
view ; the other three sides are inclosed by splendid ranges of build- 
ings — the south side of Market street, and the north side of Shak- 
speare street, and a part of the west side of Pilgrim street completely 
hide from the eye the disagreeable gloom of unsightly walls such as 
the exterior of huge structures of this nature often present. It will 
also be considered a further merit in the design, that the entrances to 
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the pit and gallery are both quite away from that to the boxes, and 
from one-another. Upon entering from the front in Grey street, 
parties come into the magnificent rotunda which is 33ft. 6in. diame- 
ter, and lofty in proportion. It consists of two stories separated by 
a circular stone gallery supported by richly ornamented stone canta- 
tivers. Fronting the entrance, on the top of the steps leading to the 
dress circle are four stone columns, and on each side of these are 
finely executed figures, in sculpture, of Tragedy and Comedy. To the 
right on entering is a spacious saloon, from the richly ornamented 
ceiling of which are suspended two superb bronze lamps. Ladies for 
the dress boxes dispose of their cloaks and other articles to be left till 
their departure, in this appartment. To the left of this room is a 
stone staircase leading to the upper tier of boxes, the landing being 
supported by two Ionic columns and two pilasters on each side. On 
ascending this staircase visitors arrive at the gallery of the rotunda, 
which consists of eight columns of the Corinthian order by which an 
entablature richly embellished and crowned with a tasteful dome 
is supported, the wffite of the dome being ornamented with deeply 
sunk panelling; and from the centre of which is suspended a very 
large and rich ormolu chandelier. On the opposite side of the gallery 
is another saloon very neatly finished. Round each tier of boxes are 
spacious corridors, and the rotunda, the principal staircase, and 
saloons have been admirably designed, and will be found to form a 
very beautiful portion of this noble building. The pit is entered 
through a spacious passage by an archway from Market street, and 
is completely surrounded by a corridor. The seats are covered with 
crimson cloth, and are so arranged that the best possible view of the 
stage is afforded from any part thereof. The gallery entrance is under 
an archway in Shakspeare street, the stairs up to which are very wide 
and are eased by several landings. Behind the gallery seats is a floor 
averaging fifteen feet wide extending across the theatre, and the seats 
rise sufficiently above one another as to afford a view of the stage 
from every part. The ornaments which are in the French style are 
from entirely new designs by Mr. Benjamin Oreen, and the tone of 
the decorations are generally gold and white. The ceiling which is of 
a circular form, rises from the gallery, and is supported by five square 
pillars on each side from the caps of which branch groined vaultings 
that ascend to a large circle divided by panels into sixteen fan-shaped 
compartments, the stiles forming the panels being filled with richly 
gilt ornaments, eight of these compartments contain appropriate devi- 
ces, and in the other eight alternate compartments are painted fanci- 
ful sylph-like figures. These compartments terminate in a circle in 
which is lattice-work surrounded by laurel leaves gilt, and boldly 
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painted festoons of flowers. The system of ventilation is, indeed, 
most perfect, the roof being supplied in all parts with ample air-ducts. 
From the centre of the ceiling is suspended a bowl-shaped chandelier 
of immense magnitude and extraordinary brilliancy. Over the ellip- 
tical arch of the proscenium are placed the royal arms splendidly deco- 
rated with other national devices. The Corinthian columns at each 
side of the proscenium are formed of burnished rods, and have a very 
elegant and light appearance. The fronts of the boxes are also beau- 
tifully ornamented with allegorical figures and appropriate embellish- 
ments, and round the dress circle are suspended seven brilliant cut 
glass chandeliers. The act drop-scene is a superior composition re- 
presenting the temple of Jupiter, in the Island of jEgina, which pos- 
sesses, as a work of art, great merit ; and the whole of the scenery 
has been executed in a very masterly stile. The stage has, also, been 
constructed on the best principles for the employ of machinery in 
effecting scenic illusions ; and the orchestra, with all its conveniences 
for the retiring and approach of the musicians have been excellently 
contrived ; nor does any thing seem to have been omitted by which 
the effect of the performances might appear to be promoted. — MS. Col. 



CHAPTER XV. 



NOTHEB portion of the Newcastle and 
Carlisle railway, about 3J miles in length, 
extending from Blaydon to Bedheugh, 
was opened by a procession, on Wed- 
nesday, March 1st, 1837. At half-past 
ten, the procession started from the 
Bedheugh, accompanied by the Carlisle 

I train ; the bells of St. Nicholas 1 and St. 
Mary's, Gateshead, were rung, which, 
together with the welcome shouts of 
hundreds of spectators who were crowding the banks, and numerous 
flags floating in the air, added much to enliven the scene. Two of the 
new carriages, were occupied by the directors and their friends, and 
others were set apart for visitors. The engines did not go beyond 
their usual speed until they arrived at Blaydon, when the Carlisle train 
was detached, and the procession started at a rapid pace, performing 
the distanoo between that station and Hexham (1 7 miles) in the short 
time of 39£ minutes, including a stoppage of about four minutes. 
After remaining a short time, the procession again returned to the 
Bedheugh, and in its progress the directors stopped to examine the 
new quay at the west end of the tunnel, and at Stocksfield station 
they again stopped, and examined the site of the new bridge then 
being erected at Bywell, by T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. P. The 
bridge is built of stone, with five arches, and its cost exceeded ,£7000. 
The liberality of Mr. Beaumont, in making this a free bridge, was 
suitably met by the directors of the railway, who agreed to make 
the approach from the railway to the bridge, which is a considerable 
distance. On arriving at Blaydon, the procession was welcomed by a 
discharge of cannon, and returned to the Bedheugh about two o'clock. 
The directors and their friends then went in the steam boat to the 
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company's establishment in the Close, where a most splendid cold 
collation was served up with hot soups. M. Plummer, esq., the chair- 
man of the board, presided, and on proposing " Success to the New- 
castle and Carlisle Railway," said, that it gave him very great 
pleasure to state that by March next year, there was almost a 
moral certainty that the whole of the line would be finished, which 
would give a finish to their labours, and, he trusted, satisfaction to 
the proprietary and the public. — Local Papers. 

1837 (March 1).— Wednesday, the foundation stone of the new 
school, adjoining the Trinity chapel, Gateshead, was laid by Mrs. 
Collinson, wife of the rev. John Collinson, rector of Gateshead. A 
large company of ladies and gentlemen attended on the occasion. — 
Ibid. 

Same day, the foundation stone of the new custom house at Sun- 
derland, was laid. — Ibid. 

The judges were this month entertained for the last time at the 
castle of Durham, out of the revenues of the see ; the expence has 
since been sustained by the county. — Ibid. 

March 4. — Saturday, was laid the foundation stone of the Mansion 
house, at Beaufront, near Hexham, Northumberland, the property of 
William Cuthbert, esq., in the presence of an assemblage of more than 
four hundred persons, two hundred of whom were workmen engaged 
in building the servants' offices, and other appurtenances, which were 
then in progress. Underneath the stone, which was upwards of two 
tons weight, were deposited two bottles, one containing a medal, 
a crown, and a half crown piece, and various other coins of George 
IV. and William IV., amounting to twelve in number, in the other a 
newspaper of the day, and a scroll of parchment on which was the 
inscription, " This stone was laid by Wm. Cuthbert, esq., the pro- 
prietor of this estate, on the 4th day of March, 1837." On its other 
side a sketch of the intended building, and the names of John Dobson, 
esq., architect, Mr. Muse, clerk of the works, Mr. Waterson, mason, 
Mr. Burnup, joiner, Mr. Dodds, plasterer, Mr. Richardson, painter. 
The style of the building is of the domestic castellated, or House 
Gothic of the 15th century, and is peculiarly adapted to the sylvan 
scenery that encompasses it. — Ibid. 

March 6. — This day, Monday, commenced the business at the 
Police office, in the Manors, Newcastle, and the use of the Mayor's 
chamber was thenceforth discontinued. It is a building possessing 
every convenience for the purpose for which it was erected — Ibid. 

Same day, about three o'clock in the afternoon, a fire broke out 
on the premises of Mr. Charlton, timber merchant, at the Stock 
bridge, Newcastle. The police immediately repaired to the spot, and 
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through their exertions, the fire was speedily extinguished. The 
Newcastle, North British, and the North of England engines were 
speedily on the spot, but there was no necessity for their services. 
The fire was supposed to have been originated by some of the labour- 
ers knocking the contents of their pipes amongst the wood, which 
was extremely dry. — Local Papers. 

1837 (March 7). — In consequence of C. Richmond, esq., having 
obtained coal upon his estate of Burnopside, near Lanchester, in the 
county of Durham, he entertained a party of gentlemen to dinner 
on the above day at his seat there. The Lanchester band attended 
on the occasion and played several appropriate airs. The village bells 
rung merrily ; and, in the evening, the tower of the church, and the 
King's Head inn, were brilliantly illuminated. At the latter place the 
inhabitants of Lanchester and vicinity met together and spent the 
evening in the greatest harmony. — Ibid. 

March 13. — Monday the foundation stone of a new chapel, in Gib- 
son street, Newcastle, for the use of the Wesleyan association was 
laid by G. T Gibson, esq. This chapel was opened for divine service 
on the 10th of December following. The interior of the building is 
in the form of an amphitheatre, and will seat 1000 persons, including 
300 free sittings. — Ibid. 

March 15.— Melbourne street chapel, Gateshead, was opened for 
divine service. — Ibid. 

March 24. — Thursday, as a hackney-coach belonging to Thomas 
Spires, was proceeding down Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, towards the 
Quayside, with a gentleman inside, on arriving at the corner of Mosley- 
street, opposite the Newcastle bank, the horses slipped and fell. Assist- 
ance being at hand, they were soon released from the harness, and 
got up. The driver, however, not deeming it safe, on account of the 
slippery state of the streets, to put his horses to the carriage again, 
sent them forward to the bottom of Dean-street, purposing, with the 
assistance of another person, to draw the carriage to them. The 
gentleman having remained in the coach all the time, and assenting to 
the coachman's proposal, away the carriage proceeded down Mosley- 
street, the driver leading by the pole of the coach, and the assistant 
holding on behind, for the purpose of regulating the speed of the 
vehicle. — Unfortunately on reaching the middle of Dean-street, the 
cpachman fell, and luckily the carriage passed over him within the 
wheels, and the assistant having also at the same time let go his hold, 
the carriage thus proceeded at a rapid rate, to the dismay and aston- 
ishment of all, until it arrived at nearly the foot of the street, when 
it came in contact with the shop of Mr. Alder, cheesemonger, with a 
tremendous crash, breaking the window frame work and sixteen 
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squares of glass. Mr. Alder, who was sitting in his office at the 
time, and who was slightly wounded in the face by the broken 
glass, had a narrow escape, the coach-pole coming through the window 
within half a foot of his head. The gentleman inside received no 
injury. — Local Papers. 

1837 (March 29). — Wednesday, a boy about three years of age, 
son of Mr. G. Taylor, Hartley Mill, was sent on an errand, and having 
to pass along the draw-bridge over the cut at Seaton Sluice harbour, in 
consequence of the darkness of the night he did not observe the bridge 
to be off, and walked over, and fell not less than 45 feet. In his fall 
he came in contact with some part of a ship, by which he severely in- 
jured his right arm, and afterwards rebounded and fell into the water, 
in which he continued not less than twenty minutes before he could be 
extricated. — Ibid. 

This month, the pitmen on the Tyne and Wear, after rather an 
obstinate stick, resumed their industrious avocations upon the terms, 
and at the same prices, which were paid the previous year. — Ibid. 

April 3. — Died, at Byker Bar, Newcastle, " Jaokey" Johnson, well 
known in the neighbourhood as a professor of the occult sciences, aged 
71 . He was struck dumb a few days before he died, with the cards in 
his hand, while in the act of divination, and never spoke afterwards. 
Not being allowed by the authorities of the borough to exercise his 
mysterious calling within its precincts, he sought and found an asylum 
in the outskirts of the town, where, located in a community that 
knew how to appreciate his merits, he exercised his art without 
molestation, and in the full receipt of all the emoluments, veneration, 
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and respect thereunto belonging, as in the olden times of happy igno- 
rance, when the prince and the peasant were alike its patrons. In 
some instances, where property had been stolen, the thieves have 
been so alarmed on hearing that the owners had gone to enquire of 
Johnson, that, for fear of being discovered, they have secretly re- 
stored it; such was the influence he acquired among the credulous 
and superstitious by their belief in his supernatural knowledge. His 
death was a severe loss to the votaries of Hymen, who were the 
most frequent consulters of his book of fate, whose oracular responses 
always promised matrimonial happiness, and were often their only 
source of hope to cheer the prospect of their future destinies. — Local 
Papers. 

1837 (April 3). — Died, at Uppertown, near Nunwick, Northumber- 
land, after a few days illness, aged 81, Elizabeth Heads, and in ten 
hours afterwards her husband, aged 76, whilst conversing in a neigh- 
bour's house about his wife's funeral, where he had only been a few 
minutes and apparently in good health. — Ibid, 

April 3. — About 8 p.m. while the servants of Mr. F. Hogg, of 
Blyth Link house, were engaged foddering the horses, the stable 
accidentally caught fire. The building was soon in flames, the light 
of which, and the alarm being given immediately, brought a number 
of people to the spot, who sucLded in preventing the fire doing 
further mischief than consuming the stable and byer. Unfortunately 
there was no fire engine at Blyth, or the fire might have even done 
less damage. — Ibid. 

April. — In the first week of this month, died, at Bishopwearmouth, 
aged nineteen, a young man who had a remarkable predilection for 
birds. He had thirty pigeons, a cockatoo, sixty-five small birds of 
various kinds, fifteen bantam cocks and hens, and nine other winged 
animals ; total one hundred and twenty. — Ibid. 

April 9. — Sunday, between 12 and 1 o'clock, a fire broke out in 
the Morpeth steam mill, occupied by Mr. William Scott. Although 
it was in the middle of the day, the fire engines quickly on the spot, 
a plentiful supply of water, and every assistance at hand, yet such 
was the rapidity of the flames, with a strong east wind blowing at the 
time, that nearly the whole of the building was destroyed before it 
could be got under. The mill was insured, but Mr. Scott's stock 
was not, and he lost a large quantity of wheat, flour, and other 
property — Ibid. 

April 14, — A poor widow, residing at Holywell colliery, North- 
umberland, bought a small fish of a travelling fish-hawker, for a penny, 
and, on opening it, found half-a-sovereign in its stomach. — Ibid. 

April 16.— Sunday was such a day of continued snow as had 
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seldom, if ever, been witnessed at that season of the year ; in the 
early part of the day, the snow melted as it fell in Newcastle, but 
towards night it began to lay, and before morning was several inches 
in depth. In the country, however, it fell dry and accumulated to 
the depth of some feet ; the roads from Whitfield to Alston, and, 
indeed, in all the district, were completely blocked up, and near 
Middleton in Teesdale, the snow was drifted fifteen feet deep. — Local 
Papers. 

1837 (April 18). — Tuesday, five boys employed in Monkwearmouth 
colliery, got into a corf from which three men had just alighted after 
descending. On the rope being put in motion for drawing up, it 
broke near the top, when the corf fell, about three fathoms, to the 
bottom, and the rope which was the full length of the shaft 264 
fathoms, fell down upon the boys in the corf. The youngest two 
boys were preserved by the shelter which the corf afforded, and es- 
caped with but little injury, but the other three who were higher 
than the sides of the corf, were killed upon the spot. The names of 
the sufferers were Robert Gray, aged 15, Francis Burrell, 12, George 
Gilroy, 10 years. — Ibid. 

April 21. — Died, at the vicarage-house, New-Brentford, aged 66, 
the rev. sir Robert Peat, D. D. vicar of that parish. This event 
happened rather suddenly, and was altogether unexpected by his 
friends. Sir Robert was in London in his usual good health on 
the Monday, and on his return home in the evening he complained of 
being unwell. Next day he continued to be indisposed, when Mr. 
Farrell, his medical friend, was called in, who found him suffering 
from inflamation of the chest, and Wed him. But the disease baffled 
all medical skill, and at a quarter past nine on Friday morning sir 
Robert expired without a struggle. Sir Robert Peat was a native of 
the county of Durham, and a knight of the order of St. Stanislaus, 
having had this distinction conferred upon him by the last king of 
Poland, for eminent services rendered to that monarch by a near 
relative, who died in that country many years ago. The deceased 
knight was also prior of the sovereign order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
and chaplain to the Orange Lodge of England. In early life he 
became curate of Brentford ; when residing at that place he was 
introduced to the late king, George the 4th, and was afterwards one 
of his most intimate friends. The living of Brentford becoming 
vacant, it was conferred upon him at the solicitation of his late 
majesty. Sir Robert married the well known Miss Smith, of Her- 
rington, but from a remarkable dissimilarity of dispositions they had 
not resided together for a long time, though sir Robert had frequently 
visited her ladyship, and always shewn to her the respect due to their 
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connection. Sir Robert was remarkably distinguished for his accom- 
plished manners and gentlemanly bearing, and was an excellent 
scholar, and a warm and devoted friend. — Local Papers. 

1837 (April 22). — Saturday, the five-quarter seam was sunk through 
at Crowtrees colliery, laying open about 1600 acres of the West Hetton 
coal field, belonging to Messrs. Wm. Hedley, and Sons. The seam 
was in great perfection. Suitable celebrations of the winning were 
made. — Ibid, 

April 25. — A melancholy accident, by which five workmen, were 
instantly crushed to death, occurred during the forenoon of this 
day, Tuesday, in a quarry belonging to Joseph Price, esq., situate at 
the high end of Gateshead. The names of the unfortunate sufferers 
were — Joseph Irvine, foreman of the quarrymen ; George Oroyle, 
and George Oroyle, jun., father and son; Matthew Welch, and 
Thomas Baker. The quarry, which was situated close to the turnpike 
road, having been worked to a considerable depth, it was considered 
necessary, from its peculiar formation, and the want of space for 
the ingress and egress of carts in the removal of the stone, to erect a 
scaffolding at the top, and, with a crane and " sheer-legs," draw up 
the stone to bank. The scaffolding had been erected under the direc- 
tion of the foreman of the quarry, (one of the unfortunate sufferers,) 
and had been in use little more than five weeks. At the time of the 
accident upwards of twenty tons of stone were lying on it, and the 
men had just drawn up a tub full, of about half a ton weight, when, 
suddenly, the scaffolding, with a tremendous crash, gave way, with 
the unfortunate sufferers, burying them amidst the stones and timber. 
It appeared that when the construction of the scaffold was deemed 
necessary, Mr. Price sent his carpenter, and other servants, with a 
quantity of timber, but Irvine, the deceased foreman, undertook the 
direction of the work, and rejected a portion of the timber thus sent 
as unnecessary. — Ibid. 

April. — The "Educational Society of Newcastle, Durham, and 
Northumberland," was established. — Ibid. 

May 4. — Ascension day, the regatta on the Tyne, in honour of 
Joseph Lamb, esq., chief magistrate of Newcastle, was more splendid 
than any ever before remembered by the oldest inhabitant. The 
aquatic procession was ranged in the order for starting at about half 
past six o^clock ; the mayor, accompanied by a considerable body of 
the borough magistrates and town councillors, with many gentlemen 
of high respectability, occupying his splendid barge. Next in order 
was the barge of the Trinity house, containing several officers of that 
excellent and charitable corporation, with several members of the 
river committee. Then was ranged the steam-vessel Ocean, tastefully 
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decorated for the occasion, and in which were seated the stewards of 
the incorporated companies. In another steamer, most splendidly 
fitted up, were the officers of the 60th Rifles, who had resolved upon 
paying this mark of respect to the worthy mayor, accompanied by 
their fine band of music. There were also two or three other deoor- 
ated steamers, occupied by respectable inhabitants, (all of which in 
addition to those previously mentioned had bands of music on board) ; 
to say nothing of a number of small craft, containing gay pleasure 
parties, and numerous racing gigs, with their crews dressed in tasteful 
costume. All the ships in the Tyne had their colours flying, and 
many fired oarronades from their decks. Gannons were also fired 
from several manufactories on the banks of the river, whilst above oil, 
were heard the loud thunders of a salute from the guns of the ancient 
castle ; the ear being, at intervals, relieved with the more musical 
sounds which proceeded from the bells of St. Nicholas, Gateshead, 
and other churches. The concourse of spectators was very great, 
and the unclouded sun smiled upon a happy and joyous scene. At a 
little after seven o'clock the procession started, amidst the playing 
of lively airs, to the Spar Hawk, the eastern boundary of the river ; 
having made which, the party partook of refreshments at the Low 
Lights. About half-past one they returned to Newcastle, where the 
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firing of the castle guns, the ringing of bells, &c, was repeated. A 
vast crowd had assembled on the bridge, and along the quay, to see 
the regatta, which was now swelled by many additional pleasure 
parties, in racing gigs, &c, and had a very imposing appearance. 
Contrary, however, to usual custom (the deviation having been ren- 
dered necessary by the closing of the mansion-house), the mayor's 
and the Trinity-house barges remained for an hour at the foot of the 
Quay, that refreshments might be taken on board, which had the 
effect of preventing the procession from being viewed to advantage 
^rom the bridge. Soon after two o'clock the survey of the river 
westward of the bridge was commenced in the same order. On 
reaching Lemington the usual festive sports were indulged in, and 
unconstrained hilarity was the order of the day. On their return 
the party made the accustomed halts at the King's Meadows, and a 
renewal of the rustic sports took place there ; about half-past eight 
the survey was completed, and the party reached home amid similar 
demonstrations to those which marked their departure.-ZocaZ Papers. 
1837 (May 6). — An accident of an unusual description occurred at 
Newcastle quay, on the morning of this day, Saturday. The ship Pro- 
bity, E. Brinkley, master, from Ipswich, laden with wheat, whose cargo 
was in the course of delivery, fell over outwards, and bilged her side. 
The vessel was standing, it appeared, on the edge of a bank, opposite 
the Grey Horse public house. She was speedily filled with water, 
and as upwards of 400 quarters of wheat were in her when she went 
over, the damage sustained was considerable. On Monday the vessel 
was raised and the cargo landed. — Ibid. 

^•'•••'•'••"^ May 7. — Died, on the evening of this day, 

^^^•IIIBiBl at his seat at Graster, Northumberland, in 

^ ': HHHmllHilNI HIllBi *^ e ^ rc * y ear °^ ^ s a S e > ^hafto Craster, esq. 
'jVWfHfl He served the office of high sheriff of North- 

'^^iBj^t/HMn umberland in the year 1803, and was the last 
nifflnj|jjj^^HB| --r^r-.-r-r--j-i:-jr--r-r-r- -/^J ma ^ e descendant of one of the most ancient 
II Wi lli Wf&£&<\ And opulent families in the county, the pater- 
Hill *&&%&&\ na l domain of Craster having been held by 
J^BB^^^II William de Craster in the year 1292. But 
^^^^^B^^^^^ kk revered character is more highly elevated 
^l|j>i^^ by his transcendent deeds of benevolence 

than any ancestral dignity could bestow. His widely extended 
charity manifested itself principally in seeking out and privately sup- 
porting and assisting families who had known better days, and who 
amidst privation and poverty, straggled to hold up their heads in the 
world. To individuals thus situated he gave large sums from time 
to time as their occasions required. He was a liberal subscriber to 
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s charitable institutions. In some instances he invested large 
sums, the interest of which he directed to be applied permanently to 
such objects. In his own neighbourhood his bounties were endless. 
Day after day the friendless poor betook themselves to Crastor, and 
no one who was truly such, ever solicited his assistance in vain. In 
various places he appointed persons to whom he gave money, for the 
same purpose. He paid medical men for their attentions to the sick 
poor. His charity was unostentatious, and flowed from principle, not 
merely from the appearance of woe. He was a liberal landlord, and 
though his tenantry always held on easy terms, his returns and kind- 
nesses to them were beyond precedent. In short, it may be truly 
said of this great and good man, that his whole life was one continued 
exercise of benevolence. His remains were deposited in the family 
vault in the northern aisle of Embleton church, on the evening of 
Friday the 30th of May. The funeral procession consisted of the 
hearse drawn by six horses ; two mourning coaches ; two family 
carriages, each drawn by four horses, followed by thirteen carriages, 
the property of personal friends of the deceased. These were suc- 
ceeded by a retinue of the tenantry in full mourning, and a numerous 
train of attendants. The long line of the funeral procession, extend- 
ing nearly a mile, produced an impressive effect as it approached the 
village of Embleton, where apparently the entire population of the 
neighbourhood had assembled to join in the last hallowed rites 
dedicated to the venerable and venerated friend and benefactor of 
humanity. — Local Papers. 

1837 (May 9).— Died, at Alnwick, in his 
73rd year, sir David William Smith, bart. 
He was born September 4th, 1764, the only 
child of John Smith, of Salisbury, lieutenant 
colonel of the 5th regiment of foot, and of 
Anne, daughter of William Wnylen, esq., 
of Bowde hill and Devizes, Wilts. Lieu- 
tenant colonel Smith, died in the command 
of fort Niagara, North America, in 1795. 
Sir David married, on the 3rd November, 
1788, Anne, daughter of John O'Reilly, esq., 
of Balleykilchrist, now Anne's ville, county of Longford, who died 
November 5th, 1 798, leaving issue an only son, David William, R.N., 
born June 6th, 1794, unfortunately killed, May 11th, 1811, by a shot 
from a French battery in the bay of Quiberon, and several daughters, 
three of whom survive. He married, secondly, April 11th, 1803, 
Mary, youngest daughter of the late John Tylee, esq., of Devizes, 
by whom he had issue a daughter. Sir David entered the army 



A. D. 1837.] TABLE BOOK. 355 

early in life, and accompanied his regiment to North America, where 
his extraordinary aptitude for business in the civil department mani- 
festing itself, he was induced to leave the army, and to settle in 
Upper Canada. He was there called to the bar, with precedence 
as deputy judge advocate ; he held the important situation of sur- 
veyor general of lands ; was also a trustee of the six nations ; one 
of the executive council, and a member of the committee for admin- 
istering the government in the governors absence. He was elect- 
ed & member of the three first Canadian parliaments, and in two 
of them held the distinguished office of speaker of the house of 
Assembly. Sir David administered these offices so honourably and 
efficiently that the highest honours awaited him; all of which, 
however, he was obliged to relinquish on account of impaired health. 
For his services he was created a baronet on August 30th, 1821, 
and is described in the patent of creation as of Pickering in Upper 
Canada, and of Preston in the county of Northumberland. Sir 
David was, from a boy, known to, and honoured by the notice of 
the late duke of Northumberland, who, on his being unable to return 
to Canada, secured his valuable services as principal commissioner 
of his grace's princely estates in Northumberland. He was, also, 
an active magistrate in the county, and a deputy lieutenant. The 
many excellences, that combined to form sir D. W. Smith's charac- 
acter, were extensively known and appreciated. His high intelligence 
and talents for business earned for him in Canada the well merited 
notice and recompense of government ; and, more recently, during a 
thirty years' honourable and judicious administration of the affairs of 
the Northumberland estates, under the late and present dukes, he 
had the singular felicity of possessing at once the confidence of his 
employers, and the good- will of their extensive tenantry. His funeral 
took place at Alnwick, on Friday, May 19th. The bells were tolled 
at intervals during the day, and the shops in the town were closed 
during the afternoon. The rank and character of the deceased drew 
together a great concourse of persons to honour the closing rites, 
and witness the funeral procession, which vastly surpassed in solemn 
grandeur any ever witnessed at Alnwick. — Local Papers. 

1837 (May 11). — Thursday, shortly before midnight, the attention of 
a person passing down the Royal Arcade, Newcastle, was directed to an 
unusual light, a crackling noise, and a sulphureous smell, issuing from 
the shop for fancy goods of Mr. S. Gans, known as " The Fancy Fair.'" 
Information was immediately given at the police station in the 
Manors, and messengers were despatched for the fire engines. Mr. 
Stephens, superintendent of police, was almost immediately on the 
spot with a body of men, and under his directions the avenues to the 
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Arcade were prevented from being choked up, the alarm having 
spread with great rapidity, and numerous persons having property in 
the Arcade, notwithstanding the midnight hour, when many had 
retired to rest, arrived in rapid succession. The engines belonging to 
the Newcastle, North British, and North of England fire-offices, were 
also promptly on the spot, and got to work with an abundant supply 
of water, obtained by opening the water company's plugs in Pilgrim- 
street. Wh^le these preparations were making, some person, proba- 
bly with the best of motives, but most injudiciously, pulled down a 
shutter from the window in Mr. Guns 9 shop. — The inevitable result 
was, that the dense mass of smoke which filled the interior of the 
shop, was instantly fanned into a vivid body of flame, which burst 
forth, threatening destruction to every thing around. The engines 
above named however, now played vigourously on the destructive ele- 
ment, but a fourth, stationed in property attached to the Friends 1 Meet- 
ing house, at the back of the Arcade, from some cause or other, was 
of no avail. Mr. Grainger, by whom the Arcade was erected, whilst 
the flames were raging, was called from his bed, and hurried to the 
scene of conflagration. That gentleman having confidence in the 
principle on which the erection is constructed, endeavoured to allay 
the excessive alarm which pervaded the assembled multitude that 
the entire pile of buildings would be destroyed, and with Mr. Ste- 
phens, the superintendant of police, directed that the populace should 
be prevented from breaking into the adjoining shops, with the view 
of removing the property, and thus, as was proved in the sequel, 
much injudicious, but well meant, interference was prevented. At 
half -past one o'clock all fears of the fire spreading beyond the fancy 
fair had ceased ; the flames having nearly spent their rage in con- 
suming almost all that was combustible of stock and fixtures in the 
shop and in the warerooms above. The engines, however, continued 
to play for some time longer upon the smouldering embers, and at 
three o'clock in the morning all was over. On the following day 
great crowds visited the Arcade to ascertain the extent of injury, 
and it became matter of astonishment that the building itself had sus- 
tained comparitively very little damage — probably not to the extent 
of more than i?200. In the Arcade were situated three banks, the 
post office, many splendid shops, besides numerous attorneys and 
other offices, in all which were valuable property and records. The 
best proof, however of the excellent arrangements adopted in the 
election of this noble pile, is to be found in the fact that, at all 
these places, with the exception of Mr. Wailes' suite of offices, 
business was going on as usual on Friday morning. Mr. Wailes 1 
offices, we ought to state, were immediately over Mr. Gans' ware- 
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rooms, and although the fire raged underneath, as we have said, 
for three hours, Mr. Wailes 1 law library only sustained partial injury. 
Several papers were also damaged, but not materially, and the fur- 
niture was uninjured; whilst no loss whatever was suffered by Mr. 

Thomas Burnnp, whose offices were on the same floor. Local 

Papers. 

1837 (May 15).— Died, at Elomore hall, 
Durham, in his 84th year, George Baker, esq. 
Mr. Baker was the only son and heir of Geo. 
Baker, esq., of Elemore (descended from an 
old Durham family,) by Judith, daughter 
and coheiress of Outhbert South, of Dins- 
dale, county of Durham, by Judith, daughter 
of sir Ralph Milbank, of Halnaby, county of 
York, bart. He succeeded his rather in his 
estates in 1774. In his earlier years he was 
well known in the sporting circles, and was 
supposed to be one of the best gentleman riders in England. He was 
a candidate for the representation of the city of Durham, in the year 
1813, when a severe and expensive contest of nine days' duration, the 
longest in the annals of that city, took place between himself and the 
late George Allan, of Blaokwell Grange, esq. The latter was elected 
by a majority of 80 ; the numbers being — for Mr. Allan, 440 ; for 
Mr. Baker, 360. Mr, Baker was high-sheriff for Northumberland in 
1815. He had been for some time in a declining state of health, but 
was sufficiently well to receive his rents from his tenantry on the very 
day he breathed his last. Having deposited his money in a place of 
safety, he signified his wish to retire to rest, and when his servant was 
in the act of undressing him, he fell back in his chair and expired 
without a groan. Mr. Baker devised the bulk of his large property 
to his grandson, (the eldest son of colonel Tower, who married his 
only daughter,) who is directed to assume the name of Baker upon 
bis attaining the age of twenty-one. Directions were given in his 
will that be should be buried, not in the family vault of Pittington 
church, but in the church-yard, and that the following inscription 
should be placed upon his tombstone : — " Here lies the last of the 
George Bakers of Elemore hall, in the county of Durham." He may 
not be the last George Baker ; but he will be succeeded by no one of 
more gentlemanly spirit, or live longer in the hearts of the poor and 
unfortunate, to whom he was a constant benefactor, and the kindest 
friend. — Genfs .Mag. 

About the middle of this month, as two gentlemen were exercising 
some spaniels, near Prestwick Garr, Northumberland, the dogs made 
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a dead stand at a spot from which they would not attend to their 
master's call. On examination they found them engaged with two 
fox cubs amongst a tuft of furze, which had been isolated during the 
long continuance of wet weather, where they had reposed secure 
during the hunting season. The following is a list of viands pro- 
vided by their dam : — Thirty goslings, three leverets, three rabbits, 
two bald coots, one large eel, and the remains of a hen pheasant. — 
Local Papers. 

1837 (May 19). — As the keel belonging to Messrs Cookson's bottle- 
works was going down the river Tyne, a large fish was discovered be- 
low Hebburn quay, struggling on the shore. As soon as the keel 
reached Hebburn staith, Mr. Straohan, the skipper, sent two young 
men to the place where they had seen the fish, and they succeeded in 
capturing the monster, and, after a good deal of trouble, in killing it. 
The fish proved to be a conger eel, which weighed 3 at. 2 lb., and 
measured 6 feet 8 inches in length, and in girth 18£ inches. It was 
afterwards sold for Is. 4d. per share, and was considered a fine 
specimen. — Ibid. 

May 24. — Never was there a more unanimous expression of loyal 
and affectionate feeling than that which pervaded the inhabitants of 
Northumberland and Durham, on the above day, when the princess 
Victoria attained her regal majority, viz. — the eighteenth year of her 
age. In Newcastle the bankers first announced their intention of 
closing, on this auspicious day, their respective establishments ; and 
the right worshipful the mayor issued a notice, expressive of his desire 
that the shopkeepers should suspend the usual operations of business 
on the occasion, a desire which was acquiesced in most cheerfully. 
The day was spent in a manner highly befitting the occasion. Early 
in the morning the bells of the several churches rang merry peals, 
and continued at intervals. The civic artillery sent forth its thunder 
on the occasion — several royal salutes being fired from the cannon at 
the old castle. Flags and streamers floated from the ships in the 
river, and from several manufactories along its banks, on both sides. 
Messrs. B. and W. Hawthorn not only gave their numerous work- 
people a holiday but presented them with a barrel of strong ale, which 
they poured forth in copious libations " to the health of the princess ! " 
Several other employers, acted in a similar manner. Discharges of 
carronades were heard in all directions ; and at the Newcastle and 
Carlisle railway stations flags were exhibited, and guns fired off on the 
departure and arrival of each train. What we have said of Newcastle 
will apply to Sunderland, (where many loyal parties assembled,) 
Shields, (both North and South,) Durham, Darlington, Stockton, 
Barnard-castle, Staindrop, Hexham, Morpeth, and Alnwick, (where a 
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royal salute wad fired from the guns of the castle,) Berwick, and, in 
short, every other town, hamlet, and village within the two counties- 
"Victoria Dinners, 11 rustic games, sports, and pastimes, prevailed 
everywhere — it was, in short, a national holiday, in which all ranks, 
from the peer to the peasant, vied with each other in doing honour to 
the occasion. At Darlington, and many other towns, subscriptions 
were entered into, and the poor regaled, according to Old English 
custom, with roast beef and plum-pudding. It was particularly 
gratifying that party politics were restrained under loyal feelings, 
and the day, (which was fine) passed off as one of almost unpre- 
cedented enjoyment. — Local Papers. 

1837 (May 29).— Monday, the king's birth-day (the 72nd) was cele- 
brated in Newcastle by the usual demonstrations of loyalty and respect. 
In addition to the ringing of merry peals by the various church bells, 
and a royal salute from the castle, there was a grand display from the 
military. A little after twelve o'clock, the dismounted troops of the 
Newcastle and Northumberland volunteer cavalry marched to the race 
course, where they were met by the Royal Horse artillery ; the 7th 
Dragoons, and the dep6t of the 60th Rifles. A royal salute from the 
artillery announced the hour of one, the remainder of the troops 
responding with a feu de joie, after which three hearty cheers were 
given for his majesty's health. The troops then formed open column, 
marched past the commandant in slow and quick time, the cavalry 
going past in a gallop. They then formed line, advanced, and pre- 
sented arms, the bands playing God Save the Song. The day was 
exceedingly fine, and a large number of spectators were on the 
ground. In the evening, the right worshipful the mayor, Joseph 
Lamb, esq., gave a grand dinner at the Assenbly rooms, to the mem- 
bers of the corporation, the military officers of the district, the heads 
of his majesty's customs and excise, and several private friends. — Ibid. 

May 30. — Tuesday, the ladies and gentlemen of the Lumley Castle 
Archery Club held their first meeting at that place, when the ladies 
proved the victors. The gold medal was won by Miss Wilkinson, of 
Harperley park. There was a ball in the evening at which upwards 
of a hundred were present. — Ibid. 

June 8. — Thursday, at a convocation holden this day, the royal 
charter granted to the university of Durham was formally received. 
This charter, which received the Great Seal on the 1st of June, fully 
recognizes and confirms the constitution of the university as estab- 
lished by the dean and chapter in pursuance of the act of parliament 
of the year 1832, incorporates the university by the title of " The 
Warden, Masters, and Scholars of the University of Durham, 11 and 
authorises it to enjoy all the property, rights, and privileges which are 
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assured by the said act, or are incident to a university established by 
royal charter. After the charter had been read and received, and a 
grace passed for the adoption of a University seal, several graces 
were offered for conferring the degree of Bachelor of Arts on students 
who had completed the full number of terms, and passed the requisite 
number of examinations. The following gentlemen were then admit- 
ted to the degree of Bachelor of Arts : — John Cundill, Robert Fors- 
ter Pratt, John Mayne St. Clere Raymond, James Skinner, Ralph 
Errington, George Hills, William Thomas Watson, Thomas Garnett, 
John Gibson, Charles Sawkins Harrison, John Bennett, Ralph Robin- 
son, and Francis Thompson. — Gentt. Mag, 

1837 (June 15). — On the evening of this day, Thursday, a fire broke 
oat in the varnish manufactory, situated in a yard behind the bond 
warehouses at Robinson's wharf, Sunderland. It was first discovered 
about half-past eight o'clock, and had been caused by the boiling over 
of a vessel containing inflamable ingredients. By prompt and efficient 
assistance it was speedily extinguished without much damage. — Local 
Papers. 

June 19. — The foundation stone of the new chapel of ease at South 
Hetton, in the parish of Easington, in the county of Durham, was 
laid by the worthy curate, the rev. John Burdon. — Ibid. 

June 21. — Wednesday, the intelligence of the death of his late 
majesty William the Fourth, was received in Newcastle a little before 
seven A. M. The bells of the several churches commenced tolling at 
seven o'clock, and continued to do so at intervals during Thursday. 
The nag on the castle, and those of the ships in the river, were 
hoisted half-staff high, and the shops were partially closed. At Sun- 
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derland on Thursday, similar signs of grief were manifested for the 
demise of his majesty. — Local Papers. 

1837 (June 23). — Friday, about eight o'clock in the morning, vo- 
lumes of smoke were seen to issue from the brewery of Mr. Bell, of the 
Black House inn, in Pilgrim-street. The North British fire-engine 
was on the spot and at work in a few minutes. The flames were 
speedily got under, when it was discovered that a beam of timber, in 
the wall, had ignited, owing to its proximity to the copper boiler, 
which had been in use on the previous day. The damage was not 
very serious. — Ibid. 

June 23. — Queen Alexandrina Victoria the First was proclaimed 
in Newcastle. Pursuant to a summons from the mayor, the coun- 
cil met in the council chamber at 12 o'clock, from whence they 
adjourned to the Merchants' court for the purpose of drinking her 
Majesty's health. The clergy of the town and the officers of the 
garrison and Northumberland yeomanry, having here joined the com- 
pany, the mayor requested the party to fill a bumper of champaigne 
and drink the health of Queen Victoria, and a long, happy, and pros- 
perous reign to her majesty, which was drunk with three times three 
hearty cheers. The company then proceeded to the Sandhill, where 
the military were formed in a hollow square to receive them, and the 
town marshal read the proclamation of her majesty as queen of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; immediately after, three times three cheers were 
given by the assemblage, the bands at the same time playing the 
National air, the guns on the castle firing a royal salute, and the bells 
of the churches ringing, which together had a very imposing effect. 
The procession then moved forward towards St. Nicholas' square in 
the following order : — 

Royal Artillery Waggon Train. 

7th Dragoon Guards in double file. 

Royal Rifle Corps. 

Sergeants at Mace, 

Trumpeters. 

The Mayor and 

Commanding Officer of the Garrison. 

The Sheriff of the Town and Under Sheriff. 

The Magistrates and Aldermen. 

The Clergy. 

Councillors. 

Police. 
Yeomanry. 
Dragoons. 
Having arrived in St. Nicholas' square, the proclamation was again 
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read, and received with similar demonstrations, which were also re- 
peated at the White-cross, from whence the procession returned in 
the same order, by Blackett-street, Pilgrim-street, and Dean-street, 
to the Sandhill. Upon the invitation of the mayor, the company then 
repaired to the Merchants'* court, where the health of the queen, the 
duchess of Kent, and other national toasts were again drunk and 
greeted with cheers. Before separating, Mr. alderman Headlam sug- 
gested to the mayor the propriety of calling an early meeting of the 
council to vote an address to her majesty, when the mayor said he 
should call the council together on Tuesday for the purpose. — Local 
Papers. 

1837 (June 24). — The council of the borough of Gateshead, at a 
special meeting convened by the mayor for that purpose, unanimously 
voted an address to her majesty on her accession to the throne. — Ibid. 

Same day, Queen Victoria was proclaimed at Alnwick, by the 
under sheriff, accompanied by Chas. W. Bigge, esq., chairman of the 
county, Robert Thorp, esq., clerk of the peace, J. Olutterbuok, esq., 
Edward Dale, esq., W. Laws, esq., the rev. L. S. Orde, and other 
gentlemen. The Alnwick amateur band preceded the procession 
from the White Swan Inn, to the Market place, and performed 
several national airs, after the proclamation was made. — Ibid. 

At Sunderland, on the same day, the queen was proclaimed in the 
parishes of Sunderland, Bishopwearmouth, and Monkwearmouth, by 
Andrew White, esq., mayor of Sunderland. A procession was formed 
consisting of the mayor, borough magistrates, aldermen, councillors, 
police officers, dep6t of the 56th regt., and the coast guard. A great 
number of the inhabitants attended the procession, who evinced every 
feeling of loyalty befitting the occasion. — Ibid. 

June 24. — Died, at Monkwearmouth, in the 90th year of her age, 
universally respected, Mrs. Barbara Wilson, relict of Mr. George 
Wilson. She was a lineal descendant of the ancient barons of 
Hylton, formerly of Hylton castle, in the county of Durham. — Ibid. 

This day, being the fourth centenary anniversary of the invention 
of printing, was celebrated in Newcastle. The operative members of 
the profession, some gentlemen connected with the press in the dis- 
trict, and a number of friends, dined together in the afternoon, and 
after an adjournment met again in the evening, which was spent in a 
manner worthy of the important occasion they met to celebrate. The 
bells of some of the churches rang at intervals during the day, and 
flags were displayed from the windows of several of the printing offices 
in the town. — Ibid. 

Same fright, an inquest was held before William Stoker, esq., 
coroner, at the Old Duke of Cumberland public house, Castle-garth, 
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Newcastle, upon the body of Hector O'Hara, tailor. It appeared 
that the deceased had been in the Three Bulls' Heads public house 
drinking, and about half-past eleven at night was coming from the 
public house, and had got down the passage into the street, in com- 
pany with a man named Oxley, opposite his (deceased's) shop, when 
his wife came to him and said, " Gome home, you drunken villain," 
took him by the collar, gave him a shove, and knocked him down. 
Deceased was taken up in a state of insensibility, and conveyed to 
bed, where he spoke but twice afterwards. Next morning, he was 
found lying on the floor, from which he was again removed to bed, 
but he never spoke again, and died on the Sunday evening. The jury 
returned a verdict to the effect that the deceased had died from a 
wound in his head, but how it had been occasioned no distinct evi- 
dence appeared. — Local Papers. 

1837 (June 25). — On Sunday, the churches and other places of 
worship, in this town, were hung with black, and funeral sermons 
were preached in several of them on the lamented death of his late 
majesty. — Ibid. 

June 27. — Tuesday, the queen was proclaimed at Hexham by W. 
J. Charlton, esq., sheriff, Jasper Gibson, esq., under sheriff, &c, &c. 
— Ibid. 

June 27. — A special meeting of the town council of the borough of 
Newcastle upon Tyne, was held in the council chamber when an 
address of condolence to her majesty, on the death of the late king, 
and of congratulation on her accession to the throne was adopted, 
and it was resolved that the address should be presented to her 
majesty by the mayor, Joseph Lamb, esq., in person. — Ibid. 

June 28. — Wednesday, the proclamation of her majesty took place 
at North Shields, accompanied by an unparalleled demonstration of 
the most enthusiastic loyalty, alike creditable to the constituted 
authorities and to the inhabitants generally. The resident magistrates, 
John Fenwick and Henry Mitcalf, esqrs. having received a communica- 
tion from the high sheriff of Northumberland on the subject, promptly 
appointed that day, at noon, for the celebration of the ceremony, and 
invited the clergy, gentry, and inhabitants to meet them at the Nor- 
thumberland Arms, in the Market-place, at half-past eleven o'clock. 
On the arrival, at the Northumberland Arms, of Jasper Gibson, esq., 
the under-sheriff, the order of the ceremony and intended procession 
was arranged, and precisely at twelve o'clock, the under-sheriff 
accompanied by the magistrates, Alexander Crighton, esq., the re- 
turning officer ; Thomas Dobinson, esq., the high constable ; G. U. 
Laws, esq., bailiff of the manor ; sir John Walsham, bart., one of 
his majesty's poor law commissioners, and other gentlemen made 
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their appearance at the front of the hotel. When silence being 
enjoined by the sheriffs bailiff in the usual manner, and after a 
flourish of trumpets, the proclamation was read by the under-sheriff, 
after which, the gentlemen in the long room, and the assembled 
multitude on the quay, gave three times three such hearty and deaf- 
ening cheers, as made the welkin ring ; after which the band immedi- 
ately struck up God save the Queen. The procession then began to 
move in the following order, viz. : — A large posse of constables, with 
staves of office — band — bailiff of the manor and his officers— capt. 
Gilhespy, R. A., and his brother officers, in regimentals — the resident 
magistrates — the rev. William Mark, lecturer of Tynemouth — the 
ministers of other denominations — under-sheriff — returning officer for 
the borough — the high constable — a most numerous body of gentry 
and tradesmen, walking two and two abreast, accompanied by a very 
great body of the inhabitants, walking in a similar manner, and fol- 
lowed by an immense multitude of all classes. The procession para- 
ded through most of the principal streets, and halted to proclaim the 
queen again at the Low-lights bridge, Dockwray-square, and at the 
library in Howard-street, and was on each occasion greeted by the 
most enthusiastic cheers, the band playing God save the Queen. The 
procession returned to the Northumberland Arms, where refreshments 
had been provided by order of the under-sheriff, who took the chair, 
and in the most appropriate terms proposed the health of the queen, 
and long life and happiness to her, with three times three cheers. 
The queen dowager. His late most gracious and illustrious majesty's 
revered memory was drunk in solemn silence. Then followed the 
healths of the lord lieutenant of the county, the high-sheriff, &o. &c, 
after which the company separated. At the time of proclamation 
the vessels in the river hoisted their flags at the mast-head, the 
church bells pealed merrily, and the tradesmen closed all their shops. 
On the following morning it was announced to the inhabitants of 
South Shields, that the magistrates, clergy, principal gentlemen of 
the town and neighbourhood, intended to proclaim her majesty 
queen Victoria, at the Town-hall, at noon, at which hour the Market- 
place was filled with the most respectable inhabitants, the shops 
throughout the town closed, the bells ringing, and music parading the 
streets. Bryan Abbs, esq., the senior magistrate, accompanied by 
J. T. Wawn, esq., the revs. J. Carr, R. Gillan, W. Graham, and 
other gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood, came to the front 
of Town-hall, and after requesting silence, the senior magistrate de- 
sired Mr. Fell to read the proclamation, which was done, and repeat- 
ed at the four sides of Market-square, after each reading the popu- 
lace joined in nine hearty cheers, and at the conclusion a party of 
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gentlemen song the patriotic anthem of " God save the Queen. — Local 
Papers. 

1837 (June). — This month, the sinkers employed at Whit-well 
colliery, belonging to Aodw. White, esq., of Sunderland, and part- 
ners, penetrated a seam of coal equal to the best Wear Wallsend. 
This event was the more satisfactory, as some doubts were enter- 
tained that the ooal would be of inferior quality, and an almost ex- 
haustless coal field was thus opened up. — Ibid, 



Baptistery of the Church of S. John, Newcastle upon Tvne (1844). 

June 30. — The number of christenings solemnized in St. John's 
church, Newcastle, on the above day, amounted to the extraordinary 
number of forty two. — Ibid. 

June. — Tho master and brethren of the Trinity house, Newcastle, 
at their monthly board, moat promptly acceded to a petition from the 
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Sailors' Home Society, recently formed in that town, to allow their 
elegant chapel, which is capable of accommodating three-hundred 
persons, to be used on Sunday forenoons as a place of worship, agree- 
ably to the forms of the Church of England, for the sailors and water- 
men and their families resorting to this port. — Local Papers, 

1837 (June). — This month, tho model of a machine, entitled the 
" Royal Railway Mail," invented by Mr. William Martin, was exhibi- 
ted in Newcastle. The model is on the scale of half an inch to a 
foot, and the machine, with its railway, has a very elegant appear- 
ance. The axles are not fixed under the carriage, but across the 
middle of it, at the front and back — thus obtaining the wheels of a 
very large diameter without raising the carriage to an inconvenient 
height. The mechanical arrangement for propelling the vehicle is 
very simple. In the middle of the carriage is a large toothed wheel, 
which the guard is to work by an ordinary winch. The large wheel 
gears into a smaller one, which latter wheel again gears into a pinion, 
attached to the axle of the hind wheels. By the evolution of this 
pinion the wheels are, of course, made to revolve, and thus motion 
is given to the carriage along the rails. The carriage is fitted up 
with receptacles for the mail bags, with a moveable top, in the centre 
of which is a dome-light. — Ibid. 

July 3. — Her majesty, queen Victoria, was proclaimed at Bar- 
nard-castle, by the steward, jury, and officers of the Manor court, 
assisted by several of the respectable inhabitants of the town. The 
proclamation was first made in front of the King's Head inn, and 
afterwards at the usual places, amidst the hearty cheers of the assem- 
bled people. The Amateur band attended, and enlivened the scene 
by playing several popular tunes; the flags were hoisted on the 
steeple and Baby battery, and the bells rung many a merry peal on 
the occasion. — Ibid. 

July 5. — The passing of the Warkworth harbour bill was celebra- 
ted at Warkworth on the evening of the above day, Wednesday, by 
illuminations and rejoicings. The town presented an animated ap- 
pearance, being thronged to excess with people from the adjacent 
parts, all of whom seemed to participate in one joyous feeling. The 
inhabitants of Amble and the neighbourhood were not behind those 
of Warkworth in testifying their joy at the passing of the bill, and the 
working of the Radcliffe colliery. The village was also beautifully illu- 
minated on the occasion. The Warkworth band was in attendance. 
" The Queen," " Success to the Harbour and Colliery," and other 
appropriate toasts were drunk amidst the firing of guns and cheering 
of the populace, and the night passed over in one uninterrupted scene 
of mirth and festivity. The bill was passed on the 30th of June, and 
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provides for raising i?100,000 for improving the navigation of the 
river Coquet, for the shipment of coals and other merchandize. 
Twenty commissioners are named in the bill, for carrying its pro- 
visions into effect who have the power of rendering the river Coquet 
navigable as far as Acklington. — Local Papers. 

1837 (July 8). — The occasion of the interment of the remains of 
his late majesty was observed in Newcastle, and all the neighbouring 
towns, with all the respect and attachment, which were due to the exalt- 
ed qualities of the deceased monarch. At an early hour the bells of the 
several churches in Newcastle commenced tolling, which, at intervals, 
they continued during the day, alternating the toll with muffled peals. 
The flag on the castle, and those of the vessels in the river were 
hoisted half-mart high, and minute guns were fired from the castle 
from one to two o'clock, and also in the evening, a toll of the large 
bell of St. Nicholas" accompanying every shot. Almost every shop, 
although it was the principal market-day, was partially closed, and, in 
the after part of the day, many of them were closed altogether. The 
Literary and Philosophical Society was closed at one o'clock, and the 
Custom house and other public offices were likewise closed to mark 
the mournful event. The military force at the barracks also paid 
suitable respect to the day, and, for an hour in the evening, the 
artillery fired minute guns on the Cow-hill. The day was observed 
in a similar way in all the neighbouring towns. On the following 
day, Sunday, the mayor and corporation went in procession to St. 
Nicholas' church, where the vicar preached an appropriate sermon ; 
and the choir sung with great effect, the anthem from Dr. Clark's 
funeral service, " I am the resurrection and the life." The body of 
Freemasons also walked in procession from their hall, to attend divine 
service at St. Nicholas. Sermons were preached in all the other 
churches and chapels of the town in reference to the mournful 
event. — Ibid. 

Early in this month, after the short lapse of ten weeks, Jos. Smith, 
esq., and Co., owners of South Tanfield colliery, reached the main 
coal-seam, five feet eight inches in thickness, and equal to, if not 
surpassing in quality, any of the secondary coals in either the Tyne 
or Wear. The sinking work was under the superintendence of 
Joseph Smith and Joseph Joicey, esqrs., whose talents in the mining 
world are too well known to need any commendation from us ; these 
are the gentlemen, by whose power South Hetton pit was sunk to the 
astonishing depth of 180 fathoms, notwithstanding the difficulties and 
obstructions they had to encounter, in a time and at an expense unri- 
valled in this or in any other mining district. — Ibid. 

July 10. — A meeting called by the vicar of Newcastle and the rev. 
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Robert Green, was held in the vestry of All Saints' church, there 
to form a committee for the purpose of taking measures for building 
a chapel of ease at Byker, the eastern extremity of the parish of 
All Saints'. The vicar read letters from the bishop of Durham and 
sir M. W, Ridley, bart. ; that from the former approving of the pro- 
posal, and promising his support ; that from the latter also approving 
of the proposal, and offering a site of ground for that object. The 
populous district of Byker and the surrounding locality had long felt 
the want of a place of worship attached to the Anglican church, and 
a highly desirable site was now presented, upon which a chapel was 
proposed to be built, comprising an acre of ground, near to, and 
enclosing a part of the Folly, immediately to the north of which it 
was to be placed. The chapel was to have 1200 sittings in all ; the 
style of architecture was to be neat, plain, ecclesiastical, and substan- 
tial ; and for the purpose of carrying out these views, a considerable 
sum of money was subscribed, but the site and adjacent ground having 
crept, it was considered unsafe to commence building ; the opinion of 
a viewer was subsequently obtained, when it was determined that the 
church should not be proceeded with until such time had elapsed as 
would warrant its future safety. Such time, however, has not yet 
arrived, even so late as October 1814, continued ahrinlting is taking 
place. — MS. Col. Local Papers. 



The Old MANOR HOUSE it Bjkeb, u it ippeued in the Eighteenth Century. 



CHAPTER XVI. 





BEAT interest was manifested by a numerous 
class of merchants in Newcastle and the neigh- 
bouring towns, on the occasion of the first public 
sale of teas at that port, imported ex the Mid- 
Lothian, from Canton, which took place on Wed- 
nesday the 12th of July 1837, in the dining-room 
of the late Mansion house. So far back as the 
year 1834, in compliance with an application 
made through the Chamber of Commerce, of Newcastle, there was an 
order of council, gazetted September the 19th in the same year, by 
which that port was declared a fit and proper port for the importation 
of goods from places within the limits of the charter of the East 
India Company. The concession, was not, however, made available 
by any of the merchants of the Tyne for direct trade, until Mr. Alex. 
Geo. Gray, imported a cargo of from three to four thousand chests of 
the finest teas, which were offered to public competition, as above 
stated. There was a good attendance of the trade at the sale, and 
the first break of Congous went off readily at from 9d. to 13d. per lb. 
A few lots, in some of the succeeding breaks, found buyers at a small 
advance on taxed prices, at from Is. 0£d. to 2s. 3£d. All the Orange 
Pekoes were sold at from Is. 4£d. to Is. 7£d. Twankeys brought 
from Is. 6£d. to Is. lOd. — Local Papers. 

July 12.— The counties of Northumberland and Durham were 
visited, with dreadful thunder-storms, at intervals for five days in 
succession, commencing on Wednesday the 12 th, and terminating 
on Sunday, the 16th. These visitations were exceedingly capricious, 
in violence and duration, as regards particular districts; but the 
most awful storms appear to have occurred in the districts remote 
from Newcastle on the 14th, and in that town two days later. On 
Friday the 14th, at the village of Glanton, near Whittingham, North- 
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umberland, and its neighbourhood, about ten o'clock in the morning, 
the face of the sky became shrouded in clouds of sable, and all was dark 
and dismal as if some terrible convulsion of nature was about to take 
place : the animals of the field, as well as the fowls of heaven, seemed 
to possess an instinctive consciousness of an approaching thunder- 
storm by hastening to places of refuge. The awful grandeur which 
at this moment pervaded the face of nature was speedily increased by 
vivid flashes of forked lightning, accompanied with loud and length- 
ened peals of thunder, which followed each other in rapid succession, 
increasing in magnitude and awful splendour, and filling every bosom 
with dread and consternation until the evening— one clap of thunder 
in particular, resembled in its effects a heavy discharge of shot falling 
upon the roofs of the houses, which caused some of the inhabitants 
to run to the door for safety. At this interval a servant of Mr. 
Carnaby's, of Shawdon Wood House, came galloping at full speed 
for Doctor Orea, bringing the painful intelligence that Miss Donkin 
(Mr. Carnaby's niece) was struck by the electric fluid, and this dread- 
ful catastrophe spread additional terror throughout the village. Mr. 
Orea hastened to Mr. Carnaby's residence with all possible speed, but 
the vital spark had fled, and there remained on his arrival nothing of 
that once truly amiable young lady but a blighted and withered form, 
deprived of its existence by an unexpected and awfully sudden calam- 
ity. It appears that Miss Donkin had gone into the kitchen for her 
maid to fasten some part of her dress, and there unfortunately sat 
down below a bell that was hung in the kitchen ; just at that moment 
the electric fluid struck the west chimney, and, entering the house, 
ran along the bell-wire to the kitchen, and, descending from thence 
upon the head of Miss Donkin, struck her down with violence. Her 
maid, who had escaped, ran to her and covered her head (which was 
all in a blaze) with her apron, and extinguished the flame, but the 
young lady never rose more. There were two dogs lying near Miss 
Donkin, one was killed on the spot, and the other was so much injured 
as to render necessary its destruction. In addition to the injuries 
recorded above, much damage was done to the glass in the frame work 
coverings of various hot-houses, and also to the windows in gentle- 
men's mansions. During the storm, of the 14th, 470 panes of glass 
were broken in the residence of Charles John Glavering, esq., of 
Axwell-park, and 500 squares of glass were also demolished in the 
hot-houses. At Ryton, a cow was killed, and at Stella six sheep 
experienced a similar fate. At Winlaton, the storm was very severe, 
and the vinery, melon-frames, &c. of G. H. Ramsay, esq., were greatly 
damaged. The lightning, on the 14th also struck a chimney of the 
Albion hotel, in Norfolk-street, North Shields, and a chimney of Mr. 
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Fenwick's house, at South Preston, near that town. At Sunderland 
on the same day, the electric fluid struck the toll-house at the end of 
the iron bridge, which it entered by a window, and was conducted by 
bell-wires into various apartments, and escaped through another win- 
dow. The window by which it entered was entirely destroyed, and 
several others were much injured. It also struck the house occupied 
by Mr. G. Airey, clock and watch maker, High street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, which it entered by the shop window, and followed the course 
of the bell-wires through the house, communicating by the chimney to 
the adjoining house, occupied by Mr. Tyzack, grocer. Both chim- 
nies were set on fire, but were speedily extinguished. Mr. Jas. Sum- 
mers, at his farm on Brasside Moor, within about three miles of the 
city of Durham, had a stack of oats burnt to ashes, on the 16th, 
from the effects of lightning. At Newcastle in the afternoon of Sun- 
day the storm was truly terrific. The electric explosions which took 
place directly over the town, were the loudest ever remembered, and 
had the vibratory effect of shaking every dwelling. Vivid flashes of 
forked lightning pursued their capricious course through the air, 
careering amidst the storm of hail and rain, and lighting up the other- 
wise gloomy scene with a sublime but awful grandeur. Considering 
the unprecedented violence and long-continuance of the storm, and 
the successive discharges of what may be termed " heaven's artillery,' 1 
the injury done to property was comparatively small. The houses of 
Mr. Wm. Beaumont, Mr. Mackreth, and the Misses Wright, situate 
contiguous to each other at High Swinburn-place, were severally enter- 
ed, the electric fluid running along the course of the bell-wires, which, 
in all the houses, where not melted, had been evidently heated red hot 
through a great part of their course, and at most of the angles and 
joints a portion of the metal had been fused, and impressed upon 
the walls. Several of the bells were torn from their fastenings, the 
plaster rent from the walls, and where the lightning escaped from 
Mr. Beaumont's cellar a number of bricks were struck out of the 
arched nook of the cellar, and driven to a considerable distance. 
The Misses Wright were from home at the time; Mr. Mackreth's 
servant was thrown down in the kitchen but was not hurt ; neither 
Mr. nor Mrs. Mackreth sustained any injury, nor did any of the 
family of Mr. Beaumont. At Alnwick several buildings received 
partial damage. The lightning passed down the chimney of one 
house, and set fire to a piece of paper in a boy's hand, while he was 
sitting in the lower room, and another child was thrown down, but 
they sustained no serious injury. — Local Papers. 

1837 (July 15). — There were at this period seventy-four vessels on 
the stocks on the banks of the river Wear, in different stages of for- 
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wardness — twenty-one below, and fifty-three above Sunderland bridge. 
The greater proportion were on the north aide of the river. — Local 
Papers. 

1837 (July 21). — The James, of Perth, John M'Laren, master, was 
lying at the Clarence staiths, near Stockton ; her cargo of coals was 
completely finished taking in at half-past ten o'clock that evening, and 
at eleven the crew went to rest. The master and mate to the cabin, 
and three men and a boy to the forecastle. About two o'clock the 
following morning, as a keel or sloop was passing down the river, 
the men on board observed smoke issuing from the James, when they 
hailed the vessel, and the master and mate came on deck and found 
the vessel on fire. They immediately proceeded to the forecastle, and, 
melancholy to relate, found the three men and the boy all dead, from 
suffocation. A coroner's inquest was held the same day (Saturday) 
on the bodies, and a verdict returned of accidental death from fire, 
caused by the negligence of the coal trimmers in placing their candles 
against the ceiling of the vessel. — Hid. 

July 24. — Monday, Died, at his palace 
of Hereford, the hon. and right rev. Dr. 
Edward Grey, lord bishop of Hereford, 
and fourth brother of earl Grey, of Howick, 
in the county of Northumberland. His 
lordship's demise was very unexpected ; 
he had only just returned from attending 
his parliamentary duties, and, although 
indisposed, his illness was not considered 
of any importance, and he had appointed 
the times and places for holding his visit- 
ations and confirmations for the current year. On Sunday morning, 
however, he was seized with inflammation, and, notwithstanding the 
best medical advice, died at seven o'clock the following morning. His 
lordship, who was in his fifty-sixth year, left a family of fourteen 
children, the youngest of whom was only about a year and a half 
old. The bishop was elevated to the episcopal chair, on the death of 
Dr. Isaac Huntingford, in 1832, under the administration of his 
brother, Earl Grey ; and the appointment was made in the most 
flattering manner by the late king. In politics his lordship usually 
supported the Whigs, though latterly he was much and strenously 
opposed to those measures which threatened to affect the stability 
of the established church, and the revered institutions of the country. 
— Ibid. 

July 26. — Wednesday, about eleven or twelve o'clock on the fore- 
noon, a fire was discovered in Mr. James Edgar's work-shop, George 
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stairs, Newcastle. The North British, Newcastle, and North of 
England fire engines were shortly on the spot, but the flames were 
not extinguished until considerable damage had been done to the 
premises. The whole of the workmen's tools used in that part of the 
shop were burnt, together with the work-benches, lathes, &c, besides 
a large quantity of new furniture nearly finished. It was with great 
difficulty that the other part of the shop was saved. The adjoining 
tenements suffered more or less. — Local Papers. 

1837 (July). — This month there was a general election. The fol- 
lowing are the results of the various contests in the counties of North- 
umberland and Durham. — Ibid. 

NEWCASTLE-UPO»-TYNE. 

Plumpers. Splits. 

William Ord, (Whig) . 60 1792. 

John Hodgson Hinde, (Con.) 116 1701. 

Charles J. Bigge, (Whig) 2 1187. 

J. B. Coulson, (Con.) 2 1127. 

A. H. Beaumont, (Bad.) 69 290. 

Total number who voted 3173. 

TTNEMOUTM. 

Gteo. F. Young, (Whig) 269. 

Sir. Chas. E. Grey, (Whig) 253. 

Total number who voted 522. 

BERWICK-UPON-TWEED. 

Plumpers. Splits. 

Bichard Hodgson, (Con.) 2 357. 

Wm. Holmes, (Con.) 3 354. 

Sir Bufane Donkin, (Whig) 206 328. 

, Split Votes. 

Hodgson and Holmes 292. 

Hodgson and Donkin 63. 

Holmes and Donkin 59. 

Total number who voted 625. 

NORTH DURHAM. 

Plumpers. Splits. 

Hedworth Lambton, (Whig) 85 2358. 

Hon. H. T. Liddell, (Con.) 1727 2323. 

Sir Wm. Chaytor, (Whig) 9 2062. 

Split Votes. 

Lambton and Liddell 408. 

Lambton and Chaytor 1865. 

Liddell and Chaytor 188. 

Total number who polled 6282. 
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before she struck, the man with the lead called out "two and twenty 
fathoms." On the tide going down the passengers quitted the vessel, 
and came over land to Morpeth, and thence to Newcastle. She sus- 
tained very little damage. As she struck during a spring tide great 
difficulty was encountered to get her off. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Aug. 20) .-At six o'clock on the morning of this day, Sunday, 
the Splendid, one of the Tyne steam vessels, sailed on a pleasure trip 
from Newcastle to Sunderland, having on board from eighty to one 
hundred passengers. The day being exceedingly fine, a very pleasant 
voyage was anticipated, but on the vessel reaching Sunderland bar, at 
the time of low water, she unfortunately struck, soon after filled with 
water, and subsequently became a total wreck. Fortunately, how- 
ever, there was no loss of life, and the machinery and part of the 
materials were saved. — Ibid. 

August 22. — The foundation stone of a Wesleyon chapel was laid 
at Wallbottle, Northumberland, by Mr. William Hunter, of that 
place. — Ibid. 

August 29. — About two o'clock on the morning, a fire was dis- 
covered in the shop of Mr. Fawcett, grocer and tallow chandler, in 
the Side, Newcastle, which threatened destruction to the premises ; 
but by the prompt assistance of the neighbours, and a good supply of 
water, the flames were nearly got under before the arrival of the 
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engines, which prevented the fire extending further than the interior 
of the shop, which, however, was completely destroyed, together with 
nearly the whole of the stock. The fire was supposed to have origin- 
ated in consequence of sparks from some of the flues in the tenements 
above, having fallen upon some shavings and old sugar bags, which 
were put in the fire place in the shop to prevent the smoke from 
descending. The premises and stock were insured. — Local Papers. 

1837 (August 29). — The consideration of the desirableness and of 
the advantages to be derived from the establishment of public baths 
in Newcastle, having occupied much of the public attention, after a 
number of meetings for the purpose of deciding upon the best plans 
and arrangements, it was finally determined, at a meeting of the 
shareholders and others, held on the above day, immediately to pro- 
ceed to erect such baths, according to designs submitted by John 
Dobson, esq., architect, who had visited most establishments of the 
kind in England, for the purpose, if possible, of improving upon their 
construction. The building occupies an area of 176 feet by 134, and 
stands eastward of Ridley-place ; the principal approach being 
from Northumberland street. The ground is leasehold from the 
trustees of the hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, for a period of 99 
years, renewable within the term. The entrance into the baths is by 
a handsome front on the east ; on the left of the entrance there is a 
suite of baths appropriated to the use of the ladies, and on the right 
is the gentlemen's bath. There are two open plunge baths — one for 
gentlemen 100 feet by 50 ; the other for the working classes 96 feet 
by 30, increasing in depth from 3 feet to 5 feet 6 inches. The former 
of these plunge baths is surrounded by warm, tepid, medicated, 
shower, vapour, and hot air baths, with suitable and commodious 
dressing rooms for ladies, gentlemen, and boys. It is much to be 
regretted however, that owing to a want of adequate support on the 
part of the public, the shareholders have been obliged to let off the 
east end of the building to the members of the Northumberland 
Cricket Club. — Ibid. 

August 30. — The gentlemen archers of Darlington held their annual 
meeting. The day not being very favourable prevented many from 
witnessing that manly and elegant diversion. After several hours 
shooting, the prizes were awarded as follows : — The silver medal or 
captain's prize to Mr. Richard Wilson, solicitor, who placed the first 
arrow in the gold. The silver gorget, or lieutenant's prize to Mr. 
William Crowe, who first hit the red. The silver cup and silk banner, 
or ensign's prize to Mr. J. Coffey, who first hit the blue. The silver 
bugle and captaincy in numbers to Joseph Forster, esq. ; and, the 
horn spoon to Mr. Frost. The party dined afterwards at Mr. Hird's, 
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the Fleece inn, and spent the remainder of the day with the greatest 
hilarity. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Aug. 30). — A chapel of ease to Shotley, St. John's, situated 
at Snod's Edge, in a central part of that parish, was consecrated by 
the bishop of Durham. After the ceremony of consecration, his lord- 
ship preached an excellent and appropriate sermon from St. Luke, 
chap. 7, ver. 22, to a congregation crowded to excess. After the 
duties of the day, the bishop and his friends partook of a luncheon 
with Mr. Burnett, of Black Hedley, and proceeded from thence to 
Minsteracres, the seat of George Silvertop, esq., to dinner. — Ibid. 

Same day, a noble instance of self-devotion in saving the life of a 
fellow-creature, was witnessed on the Quayside of Newcastle. Some 
boys were at play, and by some means, one of them, named Walker, 
living in Silver-street, fell into the river and immediately disappeared. 
A keelman instantly plunged in after him, and for a few seconds of 
intense interest neither of them were seen. At length the keelman 
rose to the surface bearing with him the boy in a state of insensibility. 
He was taken home, however, and speedily recovered. The name of 
the humane and courageous man was Wm. Sword. — Ibid. 

August 31. — On the evening of this day, at half past nine o'clock, 
a tremendous report was heard in the neighbourhood of Northumber- 
land square, North Shields, which greatly alarmed the inhabitants. 
It was supposed to have been some concussion in the air, but there 
were no thunder clouds seen at the time. — Ibid. 

August. — A superiorly constructed life boat was shipped by Mr. 
Wake, boat builder, port of Sunderland, for Beade, North coast of 
Cornwall. She was remarkable for her lightness and buoyancy being 
fitted up with copper air tubes, and so contrived, that she will empty 
herself in thirty seconds, if filled with water whilst floating. — Ibid. 

August. — The herring fishery at Gullercoats, was most productive 
this season ; it was supposed there had not been such a take of her- 
ring for at least twenty years. — Ibid. 

A gold coin of the emperor Nero, of great beauty and in excellent 
preservation, was found about this time, by a woman while hoeing tur- 
nips in a field near Durham. The head of the emperor is as fresh and 
prominent as when it was struck. Obverse, AVGVSTVS NERO 
CiESAR. Reverse, Jupiter sitting on a throne, IVPITER 
OVSTOS. The coin was purchased by the rev. James Raine, of 
Crook hall. — Gents. Mag. 

Early in this month, while some workmen were quarrying stone for 
the directors of the Newcastle and Carlisle railway, on the top of 
Borcum, a high hill in the township of Thorngrafton, and parish of 
Haltwhistle in Northumberland, one of them found a copper vessel, 
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containing 63 coins, 3 of gold and 60 of silver. The gold coins 
were, one of Claudius Csesar, reverse Nero Claudius Drusus Germani- 
cus ; one of Nero, and one of Vespasian. Of the silver coins 3 were 
of Galba, 1 of Otho, 1 of Nero, 15 of Vespasian, 8 of Domitian, 1 of 
Nerva, 17 of Trajan, 4 of Hadrian, and 10 of Empresses, Consular, 
or uncertain. Those of Trajan and Hadrian, are as fresh as if new 
from the die. The rest, especially the 10 last, more or less worn. 
Each of the gold coins was wrapped up in a separate piece of greenish 
leather or vellum, which was still quite tough and strong. The vessel 
in which they were Contained was in the form of a basket, about 6 
inches long, boat-shaped, narrow at both ends, covered with a copper 
lid, and having a slender bow or handle, also of copper. The lid at 
one end, had a hinge ; and at the other, fastened with a spring slot. 
The hill on which this interesting discovery was made, overlooks the 
beautiful grsen site of the Roman station of Vindolana : and to the 
north, the venerable ruins of the Roman wall skirt the horizon, and the 
gates of the celebrated stations of Borcovicus and JEsica are seen, 
and the track of the old Roman military way nearly to the walls of 
Magna, a station about the time of Hadrian, garrisoned by a cohort 
of Hamian archery, a people from the antient town of Hamah on the 
Orontes, about 62 miles from Aleppo. All these four stations are 
within the precints of the parish of Haltwhistle. Mr. Hodgson, 
the historian of Northumberland, from whose minute book these 
notices were taken, is of opinion that this batch of coins was deposited 
in, or soon after, the year 120, in which Hadrian made his memor- 
able expedition toBritain, as one of them bears cos. n, and the three 
other cos. hi. — Genfs. Mag. 

1837 (Sep. 1). — As two apprentices, blacksmiths to the late Mr. 
Elliott, Millburn place, North Shields, were busy assorting some old 
iron in the shop, they fell in with several old bomb shells, one of 
which, about six inches in diameter, had a tube of brass, which they 
thought of more value than the iron, and therefore laid it on the 
anvil and struck it a blow with a hammer, it immediately exploded, 
wounding both of them very seriously, part of it going through the 
roof. One of them was immediately taken to the infirmary where his 
arm was amputated. It appeared that about four years previously 
two foreign gentlemen were trying experiments with these shells on 
Cullercoats sands, and which the late Mr. Elliott had fitted up for 
them. On leaving the town, they had probably left the one in ques- 
tion, which was charged with fulminating powder. Two other boys 
were in the shop at the time, but escaped unhurt. — Local Papers. 

September 4. — The foundation stone of the Wesleyan methodist 
chapel, in Blenheim street, Newcastle, was laid on the above day, 
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Monday, by William Nesham, esq., surgeon, amidst a large con- 
course of spectators. The chapel having been completed, was 
opened for worship on Friday the 26th October, 1838, on which 
occasion, sermons were preached in the morning and evening by 
the rev. Robert Newton, and in the afternoon, by the rev. Theo- 
philus Lessey. The building will accommodate 1000 persons with 
sittings, including 300 for the poor. There are also extensive 
school-rooms underneath. A fine toned organ has since been 
erected in this chapel, and was opened in April 1843. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Sep. 5). — Died, at his residence, the Bank's cottage, near 
Durham, in the 99th year of his age, Count Joseph Boruwlaski, the 
celebrated Polish dwarf, a native of the province of Pokucia, in 
Polish Russia. The extraordinary small stature, great age, and 
lively genius of this amiable person, entitled him to be ranked as one 
of the most singular productions of nature ; while his long residence 
in the city of Durham and cheerful demeanour, greatly endeared him 
to a numerous circle of friends and acquaintances. He was in early 
life patronized by the countess Humiecka, a Polish lady, and after 
having visited with her (in consequence of the distracted state of his 
native country, in the time of Stanislaus, the last king of Poland,) 
various countries of Europe, he remained some years in Paris, which 
place he quitted, prior to the French revolution, and came over to 
this country in 1782, when, having been seen by some of the pre- 
bendaries of Durham, he was prevailed upon by that body to take up 
his abode in the above cottage for life, they engaging to allow him a 
handsome income, which he enjoyed up to his death. The Count's 
person, though of diminutive formation, was of the completest 
symmetry, his height being short of thirty-six inches. It is rather 
remarkable that he had brothers and sisters, some of them above 
six feet. His remains were placed near to those of the late Stephen 
Kemble, in the nine altars in the cathedral. — Genfs. Mag. 

September 6. — The Lumley Castle Archery Club held one of their 
meetings at that place. The medal was won by Miss Greenwell, 
of Durham, and there was a ball in the evening. — Local Papers. 

September 6. — The foundation stone of the splendid Grey column 
in Grey street, Newcastle, was laid by Messrs. John and Benjamin 
Green the architects. A glass bottle hermetrically sealed, containing 
a drawing of the building, surmounted with a statue of the noble 
earl, a list of subscribers to the undertaking, a collection of silver 
and copper coins of the Brunswick dynasty, with several local medals 
and tradesmen's tokens contributed by Mr. John Fenwick, and a 
parchment scroll, was deposited in a chamber cut in the stone, and 
encased in plaster of Paris. The scroll contained the following: — 
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"THE FOUNDATION STONE 
THIS COLUMN, 

ERECTED BY PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION IN COMMEMORATION OF THE TRANS- 
CENDENT SERVICES RENDERED TO 
BIS COUNTRY, BY 

THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES EARL GREY, 

VISCOUNT HOWICK, KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE 
ORDER OF TBE GARTER, AND BARONET, 

Was laid on the sixth day of September, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven, 
by john green and benjamin green, esqrs., 
architects. 
Building Committer. 
The Rev. John Saville Ogle, of Kirkley, in the County of Northum- 
berland, Clerk, A. M., Prebendary of Durham. Edward Swinburne, 
of Capheaton, Esq. Thomas Emerson Headlam, of Newcastle 
upon Tyne, Esq., M. D. John Grey, of Dilston, Esq. Thomas 
Richard Batson, of Newcastle upon Tyne, Esq., and Alderman. 
Armorer Donkin, of Newcastle upon Tyne, Esq., and Alderman, 
Ralph Park Philipson, of Newcastle upon Tyne, Esq., and Town 
Councillor. John Fenwick, of Newcastle upon Tyne, Esq. James 



382 local historian's La. d. 1837. 

Hodgson, of Newcastle upon Tyne, Esq., and Alderman. Emerson 
Charnley, of Newcastle upon Tyne, Esq., and Town Councillor." — 
On the 11th of August 1838, the column had reached its elevation, 
and on the 24th of the same month, the statue of earl Grey was 
placed upon its summit. The bells of the churches immediately 
afterwards commenced a merry peal, and continued at intervals 
during the remaining portion of the day. In the first week of 
November the scaffolding was removed, and the column exposed to 
the full gaze of the public. As a work of art, the figure is a noble 
effort of genius, and reflects the highest credit on its accomplished 
author, Mr. Bailey, whilst the resemblance it bears to the venerable 
nobleman to whom it is intended to do honour, is all that his most 
ardent admirers could wish. The height of the column to the top 
of the figure is 133 feet, and the diameter of the shaft, at the base, 
is 9 feet 11 inches. The architecture is Roman doric, and there 
is a staircase consisting of 164 steps to the summit of the capital, 
from which there is a fine panoramic view of the town and the sur- 
rounding country. — Local Papers. 

September 8. — This day, a public meeting was held in the Guild- 
hall, Newcastle, inviting the British Association to hold their next 
annual meeting in that town. The chair was occupied by the right 
worshipful the mayor, and the resolutions were moved and seconded 
by Dr. Headlam, T. M. Greenhow, esq., Professor Johnston, of the 
Durham university, and George Townshend Fox, esq., of Durham. 
The meeting was more numerously and respectably attended than any 
that had been held in the Guildhall for a long time — there being 
present about one hundred and fifty gentlemen, whose station, ac- 
quirements, and character constituted them the representatives of 
the literary and scientific talent of the town and district. The 
meeting originated with the committees of the scientific institutions 
of the town, in the object of which the mayor and corporation 
promptly joined. No public notice was given of the intention of 
these bodies to invite the British Association to hold its next meeting 
in Newcastle, but the subject once agitated, the public feeling could 
not be restrained, and a requisition to the mayor, requesting his 
worship to give the inhabitants generally an opportunity of concurring 
in the invitation of the municipal and scientific bodies, was promptly 
and numerously signed. Such was the origin of the meeting, the 
proceedings at which were perfectly enthusiastic. — Ibid. 

September 8. — A Masonic Provincial Grand Lodge was held at 
Chester-le-Street, which was presided over by the earl of Durham, in 
his capacity of grand master for the county, and attended by a nu- 
merous assemblage of the craft. The good feeling which had always 
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existed between his lordship and the brethren was never more pleas- 
ingly illustrated than it was throughout the whole of the proceedings 
on this occasion. It was incidentally stated, that masonry was never 
in a more prosperous condition in the county, and that under the 
auspicies of the noble lord it had lately increased and was still in- 
creasing in numbers, respectability and efficiency. After the proceed- 
ings of the Lodge had been concluded, 120 brethren sat down to an 
excellent dinner at brother Lowson's, the Lambton Arms, lord Dur- 
ham in the chair. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Sep. 10). — Sunday, the coal brig Sprightly from Shields to 
Whitstable, with six hands, was totally wrecked off Flamborough 
head, and all hands perished, with the exception of one man, named 
Major, belonging to Folkstone, who, after divesting himself of his 
clothes, succeeded in swimming through a very rough sea to the 
shore, which was distant from the vessel about a mile. Although 
much exhausted, he, with a strength supplied by desperation, climbed 
a huge rock, and was thus saved from the death which had over- 
whelmed his ill-fated shipmates. — Ibid. 

September 11. — While Mr. Ralph Wardle and Peter Smith, of 
Colliery Row, were at work in the Aimwell pit, Rainton colliery, on 
this day, Monday, the roof of the mine fell upon them, and they 
were both killed on the spot. — Ibid. 

Same day, coal was obtained in Mr. G. H. Ramsay's new colliery, 
called Blaydon main, which lies between Winlaton and Blaydon, and 
a very short distance from the Newcastle and Carlisle railway. The 
sample appeared to be of the first-rate quality; the seam was 
three feet eight inches thick, and was intended for sea-sale. Rejoic- 
ings took place on the occasion in the village among the work people 
employed there. — Ibid. 

September 11. — The Free and Accepted Masons of Northum- 
berland held a Grand Provincial Lodge, at the Turk's Head inn, 
Grey street, Newcastle, for the purpose of installing the Provincial 
Grand Master, and other officers. The earl of Durham, Provincial 
Grand Master for Northumberland, accompanied by the hon. J. G. 
Ponsonby, hon. Arthur Kinnaird, G. P. Parke, esq., and Dr. Doorat, 
arrived in two carriages and four between twelve and one o'clock. 
His lordship having proceeded to the lodge, he was installed as 
Provincial Grand Master, and the other officers of the lodge were 
duly elected. After the election and the usual ceremonies had been 
gone through, upwards of 110 of the brethren sat down to a sump- 
tuous dinner at which his lordship presided. — Ibid. 

September 12. — Considerable interest was excited in Sunderland, 
by the capture of an escaped convict of the name of James Hevey, 
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who was transported for life at the Durham assizes in 1833. Mr. 
Hall, superintendent of police was aware that the convict was in 
town, with dyed hair, &c, and meeting him on the above day, he 
took him into custody. The convict, however, after a short interval 
knocked him down and made his escape. It was afterwards ascer- 
tained that he had gone to sea in the brig Blenheim, and a number of 
the police went off in a steam-boat, and speedily overtook the ship, 
the master of which denied the convict, but upon search being made 
he was found in the forecastle, brought away, and, after an examina- 
tion of considerable length before the magistrates, he was committed 
to Durham gaol. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Sep. 12). — Tuesday, the right reverend the lord bishop of 
Durham, held his primary visitation in the church of St. Nicholas, 
Newcastle, which was rather numerously attended both by clergy and 
laity. At this visitation the clergy of the deaneries of Newcastle and 
Corbridge were summoned to attend. At the usual hour of morning 
service, the lord bishop entered the church, accompanied by a number 
of clergymen, and soon afterwards proceeded to the seat set apart for 
his reception. The rev. the vicar of Newcastle read prayers, after 
which an excellent sermon was preached by the rev. Dr. Besly, vicar 
of Long Benton, from the first epistle of St. Paul to Timothy, chap. 
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Bi. verse 15, " The Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth." In the course of the service, a voluntary, composed by 
Mr. Ions, was finely played by him, and the choir sung the anthem, 
" Judge me, O Lord," adapted from the 12th mass of Mozart, by 
professor Pratt, of Cambridge, with much sweetness and preci- 
sion. At the conclusion of the sermon, his lordship took his 
place beside the altar, and the names of the clergy were called over, 
and their papers received. In the course of the list it seemed that 
there were some reverend gentlemen who did not answer, and who 
had not, it appeared upon enquiry, sent any reason for their absence. 
Upon this his lordship remarked that the opportunities which a 
bishop had of meeting with his clergy were so few, that it was ex- 
tremely desirable that they should omit no opportunity of meeting 
him, and especially at a primary visitation. The attendance on that 
occasion was numerous and very satisfactory ; but it did appear that 
there were some gentlemen who had staid away without a sufficient 
reason being assigned. At the conclusion of the list, some more 
absentees having been called, his lordship observed that the number 
of reverend gentlemen absent in this district, exceeded the number 
absent throughout the whole of the county of Durham. His lord- 
ship then desired Mr. Davison, the deputy-registrar, to write to those 
gentlemen, requiring that the reasons for their absence might be sent 
to him. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Sep. 13). — The bishop of Durham visited Morpeth, and 
examined the Girl's Borough school recently established in that 
town ; and in the welfare of which he had previously manifested a 
peculiar interest. — Ibid. 

September 13. — The foundation stone of the bridge over the river 
Font at Netherwitton, was laid on the above day, Wednesday, by R. 
Trevelyan, esq., in the presence of a large assemblage of spectators. 
A number of silver and copper coins were laid in the foundation. 
This bridge is a handsome structure of two segmental arches, of 
twenty-three feet span each, and has proved a great benefit to the 
public, as the river in heavy rains rises very rapidly, so much so, that 
a person a few years previously (who was not aware of the impetu- 
osity of the stream) lost his life in attempting to cross it. The 
bridge was built by subscription. — Ibid, 

Same day, the Vivid, steamer, of Newcastle, left the river Tyne 
with a party of gentlemen to attend Sunderland races. On her 
return in the evening, she hove in sight of Shields' bar about five 
o'clock, with a flag of distress hoisted, and remained in that precari- 
ous situation for upwards of an hour. Her machinery had broken 
down, and the sea at the bar being very high, the South Shields life- 
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boat waa sent off to her, and succeeded in rescuing the passengers 
from their imminent danger. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Septem.) — The entire village of Ford, near Wooler, was at 
this period in course of being rebuilt in admirable taste, under the 
judicious directions of J. C. Blackden, esq. the agent of the marquess 
of Waterford, to whom the splendid castle and domain of Ford 
belong.— Ibid. 



N the 18th September this year, as Mr. 
John Vietch was digging a drain about 
one hundred yards from the north east 

(corner of the Roman station of Alionb 
(Whitley castle), in the county of North- 
umberland, he found the beautiful altar 
here figured. It is about five feet in 
height, tapers to the base, but is slightly 
mutilated. It is hewn and moulded on 
each side, and, on its front, has borne an 
inscription, of about eight lines, very illegible, but there still remains 
on each face of its capital, rude, time eaten, but distinct figures in 
relief: on the front, or inscribed side, (which when found faced the 
west) is a single figure, apparently naked, with a scroll or baton 
in the right hand, and the left placed on an altar ; on the right 
hand face, a habited figure, with a pitcher in the left hand, and 
with the right presenting a cup to a figure standing on a pedestal : 
on the back, two persons standing and pointing to a figure of a 
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dog sitting between, but above them : and on the left hand aide 
of the face of the capital, a squat, ill-drawn figure, with a radiated 
head, the right hand outstretched, and the left holding over its 
head something like a palm branch. When found, it stood upon 
a large square stone into which it had formerly been sunk about 
four inches; this rested upon four rude stone pillars, a foot each 
in height, and four feet below the present surface. On the top 
of each pillar and under the slab was found a coin : two of these 
were of copper, about the size of an halfpenny, and another seem- 
ingly of gold, was somewhat larger. The obverse bears a head ; 
the legend, diva favstina ; and the reverse represents the figure 
of a female, with the legend, augusta., in the exergue, sc. Under 
and about the pillars, the ground was paved, and water had appar- 
ently run between them and the slab. Probably the water of the 
adjoining spring was made to run as fountains, over which these altars 
■and other religious signa were placed as guardians. Fragments of 
bones, wood and earthenware, were found on the spot. The figures 
on the capital seem to relate to the time when the sun enters Leo, 
(July 23,) and the dog star rises with it, and the water of wells is 
refreshing to the traveller. 

Numerous Roman remains have (here and hereabout) been dis- 
interred at various periods. The other illustrations represent sev- 
eral, now at Castle Nook, a farm house just without the station. 
The second is a head as large as life ; the third, a fibula ; the fourth, 
a fragment of a spring ring; the fifth, a fragment of red tile, and 
the sixth, an altar built into the wall over the stable door, bearing 
a pitcher and a patera. The engravings are made from sketches by 
T. Sopwith, esq. — Ed. MS., Sopwith MS., Hodgson, Local Papers, etc. 
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1837 (Sep. 19). — The lord bishop of Chester preached in St. John's 
church, Newcastle, on behalf of the National Schools then about to be 
established in that parish. — Local Papers. 

September 20. — Died, in Newcastle, after a few day's illness, in the 
78th year of his age, much and deservedly esteemed and respected, 
Mr. John Bawling Wilson, for many years one of the landing sur- 
veyors of the customs at Newcastle ; the duties of which office he 
efficiently and honourably discharged. Mr. Wilson was a gentleman 
of considerable literary and antiquarian research ; and from his long 
residence and extensive knowledge of the town and neighbourhood, 
he was generally referred to in matters connected with its history 
and inhabitants. Mr. W. was a member of the Literary and Philoso- 
phical Society, nearly from its commencement. — Ibid. 

September 21. — Thursday, the right reverend the lord bishop of 
Durham delivered his charge, to the clergy of the deanery of Bam- 
borough, in the parish church of Berwick. The reverend the vicar 
performed the usual morning service; after which the rev. Dr. 
Gilly, vicar of Norham, and one of the prebendaries of Durham, 
preached an eloquent and appropriate sermon, from the 18th chapter 
of Exodus, the 25th verse: — "And Moses chose able men out of 
all Israel, and made them heads over all the people, rulers of thou- 
sands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens" The 
discourse, which was listened to throughout with the deepest atten- 
tion by a most numerous and attentive congregation, entered into 
an able defence of the established church— showing in a most con- 
clusive manner that the progress of secession from the church of 
England was mainly to be attributed to the population of the coun- 
try having so far outstripped the means of the establishment — and 
insisted upon the great importance of extending those means, both 
as respects religious instruction, and pastoral superintendence. After 
the business of the day, the clergy and the mayor and magistrates 
of the borough, dined with the bishop at the Hen and Chickens inn, 
Upon the health of the bishop being proposed, the rev. Dr. Gilly 
addressed his lordship to the following effect : — " In the name of 
the clergy who are present on this occasion, I beg to thank your 
lordship for the kind and affectionate manner in which you have 
addressed us this morning. Differences of opinion prevail amongst 
us, on some of the subjects to which your lordship alluded ; but we 
are all agreed on this — that the mild tone of your exhortations, 
the paternal interest you have expressed in the welfare of the 
diocese, and, I have to repeat, the kind and affectionate manner 
in which you have addressed us personally, demand this declaration 
of our thankfulness and respect. The bishop's reply was delivered 
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with considerable feeling. He assured the company that nothing 
could give him greater satisfaction than such a frank and manly 
avowal of sentiment as that which he had just heard. It was not 
a mere vague and complimentary form of words, but an expression of 
respect, rendered more valuable by the assurance that a difference 
of opinion might exist, without any diminution of that good under- 
standing which ought always to prevail between a bishop and his 
clergy. He himself was perfectly open to conviction ; and he had 
no doubt that his reverend brethren would, when the charge was 
printed, and they had thus an opportunity of exercising a more 
deliberate judgement, find their objections, in a great measure, if not 
entirely, removed." — Local Papers. 

1837 (Sep.) — Thomas Holburn, 91 years of age, an inmate of Bed- 
lington work-house, and who had been completely blind for 12 years, 
had his sight suddenly restored whilst at dinner. He at once 
resumed his rounds in the village, recognizing his old acquaintances 
and haunts. — Ibid. 

September 22 — The Bishop of Durham, confirmed upwards of sixty 
children in the church of Norham. The interesting ceremony was 
witnessed by the following ministers of the Church of Scotland, viz ; — 
rev. Mr. Robertson, of Goldingham, rev. Mr. Edgar, of Hutton, rev. 
Mr. Logan, of Swinton, rev. Mr. Robertson, of Ladykirk, rev. Mr. 
Christison, of Foulden, and the rev. Mr. Goldie, of Coldstream, all of 
whom were introduced to the bishop by Dr. Gilly. There were also 
present many Presbyterian families north of the Tweed, in the church 
to witness the confirmation, and their deeply fixed attention, and the 
tear that glistened in the eye of some of them, were tributes which 
they were not unwilling to pay to the impressiveness of the solemnity. 
After the ceremony, those who had been confirmed, with the whole of 
the congregation present upon the occasion, were invited by the vicar, 
(the rev. Dr. Gilly,) to partake of a collation prepared for them 
on the lawn of the vicarage. Tables were laid out under two hand- 
some and wide-spreading walnut trees. The scene was highly 
interesting. On Monday the 25th, his lordship proceeded to con- 
firm at Ford and Wooler. Whilst at Ford, his lordship inspected 
Ford castle, called on Mr. and Mrs. Blackden, and took luncheon 
with the rev. Mr. Knight, the vicar, where he signified the great 
satisfaction which he had received, not only from the noble speci- 
mens of Northumbrian scenery and border antiquity, in his progress 
through this part of the country, but from the moral beauty exhi- 
bited in the orderly habits and happy condition of the inhabitants. 
Casting his eye from the window of Ford vicarage over Flodden 
field, and the ground where the last great battle between England 
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and Scotland was fought, the amiable prelate expressed his delight 
that this interesting locality was now become the scene of so many 
peaceful triumphs and beneficial improvements. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Sep. 27). — Died, at Pembroke, on board her Majesty's yacht, 
Royal Sovereign, captain W. P. Cumby, R. N., 0. B. aged 66, late 
of Heighington, and a magistrate of the county of Durham. He was 
senior captain of her Majesty's navy, and had been recently appointed 
superintendent of the Pembroke yard. This brave and distinguished 
officer was first lieutenant of the Bellerophon, in the ever memorable 
battle of Trafalgar, and, his captain being killed in the action, 
the command pro tern, devolved on him ; and, in 1806, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of post captain for his gallant conduct on that 
eventful day. From that period to the conclusion of the war, he 
was actively employed in the command of the Polyphemus and 
Hyperian frigates. Since then until March 1837, captain Cumby 
chiefly resided at Heighington, where he was universally esteemed 
and respected as a kind neighbour and a generous friend to the poor. — 
Ibid. 

September 27. — The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of 
the Union Poor-house at South Shields, took place this day. The 
house is calculated to contain upwards of 150 paupers; it is divided 
into four classes, with every requisite convenience, including a large 
board-room for the guardians. The site is at the east end of the 
town, in an open and airy situation. The building is from a design 
of Messrs. J. and B. Green, architects, of Newcastle. — Ibid. 

Sept. 28. — A fine specimen of the Death's Head Moth (AcJierontia 
Atropos), was captured on the evening of this day, Thursday, at 
Close House, the residence of Mrs. Bewicke, near Newcastle, and 
presented by that lady, in a state of the finest preservation to 
the Natural History Society of that town, to be deposited in the 
Museum. The moth, about eight o'clock in the evening, probably 
attracted by the light of the fire, flew into the house of Mr. Clarke, 
the gardener. When on the wing it resembled, in size, a bat, its 
body being of considerable circumference, and upwards of two inches 
long ; whilst its wings, when extended, are upwards of five inches 
across. Mrs. Clarke and her family were much alarmed, but Mr. 
Clarke shut the door, and set to work to capture the intruder. 
When pursued, its scream resembled that of a mouse, but it was 
eventually taken without having received the slightest injury. The 
body and wings of the insect are beautifully marked, and such per- 
fect specimens of " The Death's Head Moth," as the one under 
notice are very rare. — Ibid. 

October 3. — Tuesday, the bishop of Durham held a confirmation 
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at Hexham, when upwards of 600 young persons were confirmed ; 
and on Wednesday, the venerable prelate held a visitation of the 
clergy, being the first visitation since Hexham was annexed to the 
see of Durham. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Oct. 4). — Wednesday, the gentlemen of the long bow assem- 
bled at Dinsdale Spa hotel archery ground to contend for a silver cup, 
given by Mr, T. Forsyth for the most central gold during the day, 
which, at the end of the shooting, was awarded to Mr. T. Frost, 
he having had the three best golds ; and Mr. G. J. Wilson obtained 
the sweepstakes for the captaincy of numbers. The targets were 
placed at 102 yards distance, and shooting commenced at half-past 
ten and continued till half-past three. This new entertainment at 
Dinsdale attracted a numerous and fashionable assemblage of ladies 
to witness the sport. After the shooting, the archers and their 
friends sat down to a most elegant dinner prepared for them by the 
proprietors of the Dinsdale Spa hotel, and spent the evening with 
that harmony and conviviality which has ever distinguished the 
merry men of the Greenwood tree. — Ibid. 

October 10. — The bishop of Durham consecrated the new chapel 
at Bell's Close ; and on the following day, that at Newburn, both 
in the parish of Newburn, Northumberland, and erected from designs 
by Messrs. Green, of Newcastle. — Ibid. 

October 12. — Thursday, the elegant new church at Earsdon, near 
North Shields, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, who 
preached an excellent and appropriate sermon on the occasion. The 
day being fine, a large concourse of all ranks were present. The 
length of the church is about 79 feet by 30 feet broad ; is dedicated to 
St. Alban ; is of the early English character ; from plans by Messrs. 
John and Benjamin Green, of Newcastle ; has a gallery across the 
west end, and contains 600 sittings, 200 of which are free. The 
church being erected on an eminence, its tower has an imposing 
appearance from the north for a considerable distance both by sea 
and land. The cost was estimated to exceed i?2,200. The building 
committee were, the rev. Henry Warkman, Thomas Taylor, esq., 
and Thomas H. Pyle, esq. The foundation stone of this very ele- 
gant structure was laid on the 12th July 1836, and in it were depos- 
ited a vase of glass, a roll of parchment, and some coins. On the 
parchment is the following inscription : — " This church was built 
by voluntary subscription in the year mdcccxxxvi. — Henry Wark- 
man, perpetual curate, Geo. Scaife, Geo. Swan, Thomas Fenwick, 
churchwardens." The coins were of various value, all of the reign 
of William IV.— Ibid. 

October 15. — Sunday, Trinity chapel, Gateshead, was opened for 
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divine service, according to the rites of the Church of England. The 
lord bishop of Durham delivered a moat impressive and eloquent dis- 
course to a very full congregation, after which a collection was made 
to the amount of £i3. 5s. Id. in aid of the funds for repairing and 
fitting up the chapel. This beautiful specimen of early English 
architecture, upon a scale of small dimensions, was erected about the 
year 1245, and endowed by Nicholas Fnrnham, bishop of Durham. 
In the year 1448, this institution was appropriated by bishop Neville 
to the prioress and convent of nuns of St. Bartholomew, in Newcastle, 
and it was surrendered to king Henry VIII. 1540, by Agnes Lawson, 
the prioress, and her chapter of nine nuns, of that house ; since that 
time there is no proof that divine service has been performed in the 
chapel, and it gradually fell to decay, and was injured in 1 746 in the 
popular tumult, which destroyed the house of Mr. Riddel], a Roman 
Catholic, adjoining the chapel. Cuthbert Ellison, esq. of Hebburn 
Hall, made a free donation of the site and remains of the chapel, and 
also of a plot of ground for building school rooms, capable of holding 
300 hundred children, to the rector and churchwardens of Gateshead, 
and a liberal subscription of about one thousand pounds, including a 
donation of <£'100. from Mr. Ellison was raised by the parishioners of 
Gateshead, and other contributors towards repairing this edifice ; 
the rector of Gateshead giving .£'40. per annum towards the en- 
dowment. The restoration was completed under the direction of 
Mr. Dobson, architect, and windows of stained glass, designed and 
executed by Mr. Wailes, of Newcastle, have been placed in the east 
end. — Local Papers. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



■ BOUT this period, the Redesdale Iron 
| Company was formed, and operations 
commenced under the directions of Mr. 
, Thomas Hedley of Newcastle, the 
1 managing partner. There are few things 
I in the present age of improvement which 
> more distinctly displays the facility with 
I. which undertakings of great magnitude 
are now performed than those of the 
above company in the erection of their 
works for the manufacture of pig iron. The foundation stone of the 
blast furnace was laid by Mr. Hedley in the month of April 1838, 
and the expedition with which the work was executed (not more than 
five months having been devoted to it,) in a mountainous district 
where so much of what was necessary for its construction most have 
been to bring from a great distance, is truly astonishing, and at once 
bespeaks the liberality of the company, and the ability of the mechan- 
ics employed by them. Mr. Hedley has the credit of having pro- 
posed this work, and of laying down the general arrangement for the 
building, &c, having, during a survey in the previous year, discovered 
not only the rich vein which now supplies the furnaces, but found that 
iron ore had formerly been procured at numerous places on and near 
the river Rede and its tributaries, and that iron had been made near 
Woodburn as long as the forests of the district supplied sufficient 
charcoal. The Redesdale Iron Works are situated on the Watling- 
street, fourteen miles north of Hexham, on the extensive commons of 
Ghesterhope and Skiddlc Hill, in the manor of Redesdale, computed 
to contain upwards of four thousand acres, abounding in iron-stone of 
very superior quality, coal well adapted for smelting purposes, lime- 
stone, fire clay, fire stone, freestone, loam, and a variety of other 
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minerals, belonging to his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, under 
whom the Bedesdale Iron Company are lessees. — Local Papers, §c. 

1837 (Oct. 16).— Died, in the Bigg market, Newcastle, aged 50, 
universally respected, Thomas John Turnbull, deputy clerk of the 
peace for the county of Northumberland, and clerk to the magis- 
trates for the west division of Castle Ward, Morpeth Ward, and 
the west and south divisions of Coquetdale ward, in the same 
county ; he had been twenty four years in the office of the clerk of 
the peace, and his able discharge of the various duties with which 
he was entrusted, gained him the respect and confidence of the 
magistracy and authorities of the county. — Ibid. 

October 17. — On the evening of this day, Tuesday, the hemp-loft 
of Messrs. Cameron and Co's. patent rope manufactory, in Keelman's 
lane, Bishopwearmouth, was discovered to be on fire. The fire- 
engines were brought to the spot with all speed, but fortunately they 
were not required, the fire having been extinguished before their 
arrival. The ceiling of the loft was much scorched, and, a quantity 
of hemp, &c., destroyed. The loss was estimated at nearly ^500. — 
Ibid. 

October 18. — A very rare and extraordinary surgical operation 
was performed by Mr. Ward, surgeon, Church-street, Sunderland. 
A poor woman of the name of Hall, residing in Spring Garden-lane, 
was brought to the period of her accouchment, when, from physical 
causes, it was quite apparent the child could not be born in a 
natural way. To save the life of the poor woman was an object of 
intense anxiety, and as this could only be done by the performance of 
the Cesarian operation, which is attended with frightful danger, the 
circumstances attending the case of the poor patient were candidly 
made known to herself and friends, and a suggestion offered as to the 
propriety of having recource to this very dangerous attempt. As the 
only chance of life being saved depended upon the operation, it was 
agreed to be done. Mr. Ward, accompanied by some professional 
friends, undertook the painful responsibility, and after a quick and 
dextrous operation produced a female child, which, it is presumed, 
had been dead two or three days. The patient underwent her suffer- 
ings with great calmness and fortitude, and the case excited a great 
deal of interest in Sunderland. — Ibid. 

October 18. — The foundation stone of the Master Mariners 9 Asy- 
lum, in the borough of Tynemouth, was laid, under the auspices of his 
Grace the Duke of Northumberland, by Matthew Popplewell, esq., 
chairman of the Association, and appointed by his grace to perform 
the ceremony on the occasion. A very numerous body of the most 
respectable and influential gentlemen of the neighbourhood, the 
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magistrates, &c. &c, assembled at the Northumberland Arms' inn 
at three o'clock, and walked in procession to the site of the building, 
preceded by banners and a very efficient band. A platform was 
erected for the accommodation of the ladies, which was completely 
filled, and the whole scene presented a very enlivening appearance, 
the day being fine and a great concourse of people having assembled 
to witness the ceremony. On arriving at the site, Mr, Popplewell, 
after very appropriately addressing the people, deposited a bottle in 
the foundation stone containing the present coins of the realm, and 
afterwards a handsome inscription plate which was first read and 
then handed to him by John B. Tinley, esq. The mortar was then 
spread with a splendid silver trowel, ornamented with the duke of 
Northumberland's crest, the borough arms, and an appropriate 
inscription was read and handed by Mr. Benjamin Green, the archi- 
tect. The stone was then lowered to its place amidst the loud 
acclamations of the assembly ; after which, the mallet, the plumb, the 
level, and the square, were severally applied in adjusting it. The 
whole ceremony being over, three times three tremendous cheers 
were given, and the band played God save the Queen ; after which 
the procession moved in the same order by a different route to the 
Northumberland Arms, where an elegant refreshment of fruit and 
wine was provided, and upwards of one hundred gentlemen partook 
of it. This very charitable institution reflects the greatest credit on 
the founders and subscribers, in affording relief and comfort to aged 
and decayed mariners. The plan of the building is in the form of 
a quadrangle, and the style of the architecture is Elizabethan. It is 
an important feature and highly ornamental to the borough of Tyne- 
mouth ; there are sixteen houses in the whole, capable of accommo- 
dating two pensioners, each with two rooms, making a total number 
of thirty-two. The site is on the north side of the old barracks, and 
contains an acre of ground which was presented by the duke of 
Northumberland. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Oct. 18). — On the evening of this day, the Aurora Borealis 
was particularly vivid in the neighbourhood of Newcastle, and 
spread across the heavens with a rich crimson hue, which rendered 
it unusually beautiful. — Ibid. 

October 19. — Between four and five o'clock on the morning of 
this day, Thursday, an alarming fire was discovered in the work- 
shop of Mr. Henry Ellis, plumber, &c, in Erick street, Newcastle, 
which destroyed the whole of the upper and a considerable part 
of the lower story ; but in consequence of the early arrival of the 
fire engines, and speedily getting a good supply of water close at 
hand, the conflagration was got under without doing any damage to 
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the adjoining premises. Notwithstanding the great exertions made 
by the firemen and others that assisted, however, the drawing frames, 
lathes, benches, and the whole of the patterns, &c. were consumed. 
A portion of the stock and materials were insured, and Mr. Ellis, 
from the active assistance of the firemen, secured all his books and 
papers that were in his office, although partly damaged. Mr. 
Stephens, the superintendent, and a strong body of police, were in 
attendance, and kept a clear space for the operations of the firemen, 
and also by posting police at the necessary points prevented the 
possibility of plunder. The fire, it was supposed, originated by a 
beam near the stove taking fire. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Oct. 19).— At Manor Wallsend Colliery, situate at South 
Shields, a melancholy catastrophe occurred. A young man named 
Thompson, and an old man of the name of Conway, had some words 
about their work, during which altercation the old man pushed once or 
twice at Thompson. The latter, in a moment of ungovernable irritation, 
took up a " pick," and struck it into Conway's body with such fatal 
force and effect, that he died upon the spot. An inquest was held on 
the following day, when, without quitting the room, the jury returned a 
verdict of manslaughter against Robert Thompson. He was tried at 
Durham Spring assizes, 1838, found guilty, and sentenced to six 
months' 1 imprisonment with hard labour. — Ibid. 

October 20. — Friday, a stag hunt took place near Alnwick. The 
stag was brought in a van from Chillingham castle, and set at large 
on Alnwick moor, near the western toll-bar, where a numerous 
assemblage attended to witness the sport. A great number of 
carriages filled with ladies, were on the ground, and among the spec- 
tators were the hon. Charles Grey, Mr. Poulett Thompson, and other 
distinguished visitors from Howick. The place of starting gave the 
spectators a commanding view in all directions, and the stag was 
followed by lord Ossulston's stag hounds in full pursuit round a con- 
siderable part of Alnwick moor, taking a north easterly direction 
towards the town, where it was headed, and pursued westward over 
Alnwick, Lemmington, and Edlingham moors, where it was turned 
toward the south, and, at last took refuge in an out-house among 
some young cattle, at Shieldikes, where it was captured, and replaced 
in the van. The chase occupied upwards of two hours, and was con- 
fined within a circuit of six or seven miles from the place of starting. 
— Ibid. 

October 21. — Saturday, a fire broke out in a smith's shop, in the 
ship building yard of Messrs. Mills, at Deptford, near Sunderland. 
The smith's shop, offices, and storehouse, together with a great part 
of the materials, &c, contained therein, were totally destroyed ; bu 
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by timely exertions being used, the flames were extinguished without 
doing further damage. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Oct. 21).— This day, Saturday, was published, at No. 89, 
Side, Newcastle, the first number of a new weekly journal entitled 
" The Northern Liberator." — Ibid. 



Head of the Side, inthebepnniDeof the Nineteenth Century. 

October 26. — The son of Thomas Lee, dogger, Alston, who was 
only three years of age, fell into the Mill-burn, which runs through 
the town. The burn is conveyed through a conduit, and furnishes 
water power in its course to three mills. The poor little fellow, who 
was playing with another little child, fell into the water which was 
swollen by the rain, close to the mouth of the conduit. A young man 
named Hownam, with great presence of mind, instantly ran down the 
street to the end of the conduit, where he arrived just in time to catch 
the boy when he was washed out. Life appeared to be extinct ; but 
proper remedies being instantly resorted to, animation was restored. 
The boy was much cut and bruised in his face, head, and body. The 
conduit through which he was carried by the force of the stream has 
a rapid descent, and is about three hundred yards long. The preser- 
vation of the little fellow's life was, under the circumstances, mira- 
culous. — Ibid. 

Same day, the first general meeting of the North of England 
Society for the Promotion of the Fine Arts, was held in the Lecture 
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room of the Literary and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, the lord 
bishop of Durham presided with great urbanity; and, in opening 
the business, delivered an excellent address in favour of the objects 
of the infant society. Lord Ravensworth honoured the meeting 
with his presence, and the company included the principal gentle- 
men of the town and neighourhood. The society was constituted, 
a code of rules adopted, and a series of resolutions passed. The 
following is an outline of the plan which the committee proposed 
the society should pursue in furthering its objects : — That a school 
be instituted for the instruction of students both in the higher depart- 
ments of art, and in its application to designing for manufactures ; 
that a library of works of art, a collection of anatomical casts for 
the use of the students, a collection of casts from both ancient and 
modern sculpture, and, gradually, a permanent gallery of art, should 
be formed ; that the soeiety should hold, periodically, exhibitions of 
works of art, to which artists in all parts of the kingdom should be 
invited to contribute; and that the periodical exhibition include 
models of new or improved machinery, designs for ornamental work 
of every description, specimens of china, glass, &c, manufactured 
within this district or elsewhere. On the conclusion of the business, 
thanks were voted to the right rev. chairman, by acclamation, who 
returned thanks. An interesting speech was delivered during the 
proceedings by Mr. J. Lowes, who had been connected for thirty 
years with the porcelain manufacture in Worcestershire and Staf- 
fordshire, and who had more recently been engaged at the Rocking- 
ham porcelain works, near Sheffield. Mr. Lowes declared that of the 
1,400 painters, gilders. &c, of porcelain in this country, not more 
than fourteen were acquainted with the art of design. — Local Papers. 
1837 (Oct. 29). — The sacrament of confirmation was administered 
at the Roman catholic chapel, Newcastle, by the right rev. Dr. 
Briggs, vicar apostolic of the northern district, to 309 young persons 
and adults. The service commenced with a grand high mass, 
ehaunted by the rev. William Riddel], the choir performing the 
sublime and beautiful masa, No. 1, by Hadyn, in a manner highly 
creditable to the organist, Mr. Sigmont, and all concerned. After 
which the bishop, attired in his pontificals, wearing his mitre, and 
holding the crosier in his hand, having taken his seat in front of the 
altar, delivered an impressive address to those about to be confirmed, 
on the nature of the sacrament, and its effects upon those who 
receive it with the requisite dispositions. During the administration 
of the sacrament, his lordship was assisted by the rev. James Wors- 
wick and the rev. William Biddell ; and at the conclusion of the 
ceremony, those who had been confirmed were again addressed by 
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his lordship from the altar, seated as before, in a most solemn and 
dignified manner, on the duties and obligations of a christian life. — 
Local Papers. 

1837 (Oct. 29). — A new Tabernacle for the Wesleyan Association 
was opened at Philadelphia, in the Sunderland circuit, by Mr. Edwin 
Watmough, of Newcastle, and Mr. Robinson of Sunderland, Associa- 
tion minister, and Mr. T. B. Young. — Ibid. 

October 31. — One of those exhibitions which occasionally disgrace 
this kingdom, a prize fight, took place at Middleton Bridge, near Cam- 
bo, Northumberland, about 20 miles from Newcastle. The combatants 
were a black, who called himself young Molyneux, and a man of the 
name of Benwick, who resided at Winlaton, near Newcastle. The 
black who had acquired an unenviable celebrity in the ring, from the 
" game, 1 ' as it is called, and the science displayed in his numerous 
successful contests, though not a heavy man (being only about eleven 
stones) is described as presenting a figure which a sculptor might 
desire to model. The Winlaton man is a powerful blackguard 
(weighing upwards of thirteen stones), and was a notorious breaker 
of the laws. The black, who was visiting Newoastle on a " spar- 
ring tour," and to teach the art of u self-defence," was challenged 
by his opponent to fight for £25 a-side. Owing to the very 
spirited and proper interference of Thomas Anderson, esq., of 
Kirkharle, a magistrate of the county, the fight did not commence 
until five o'clock. The contest lasted an hour and a half, and an 
idea may be formed of its severity from the fact that 87 rounds 
were fought, with half a minute rest between each round. With 
the exception of the first five rounds, it does not appear to have 
been a scientific battle. The black, (darkness having come on) in 
the latter part of the fight, butted his antagonist with his head ; he 
won the battle, and the Winlaton man was left on the field nearly 
dead. He was dreadfully punished. — Ibid. 

November 1. — The new Monkwearmouth wet dock, on the north 
side of the Wear, was opened in due form, on the above day Wednes- 
day, amid the firing of guns, ringing of bells, fireworks, and other 
demonstrations of rejoicing, which were kept up during the day. 
About four in the afternoon, the brig Iona, splendidly decorated, and 
having on board a number of ladies and gentlemen, with a band of 
music playing, sailed down the river, and entered the dock in gallant 
style, amid the loud huzzas of thousands of spectators. Two other 
new vessels also entered the dock, one of which was built by Mr. 
Johnston, of Hylton, and is upwards of 300 tons burthen ; the other 
was built by Mr. Laing, of Deptford, and is upwards of 600 tons 
burthen. The works consist of an inner and an outer dock or basin ; 
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the one 6 and the other 1£ acres in extent ; bnt it can be consider- 
ably extended at a comparatively trifling expence, and will accommo- 
date about one hundred sail of large ships. The event was also 
celebrated by a ball in the evening, at the New Inn, Monkwearmouth, 
which was numerously attended. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Nov. 2). — About one o'clock on the morning, a fire was dis- 
covered in the shop, straw hat warehouse, &c, belonging to Mr. 
John Armstrong, in the High street, Sunderland. Alarm was in- 
stantly given, and the fire engines brought to the spot without delay, 
but in consequence of no water being in the pipes, a delay of upwards 
of an hour was occasioned before the engines could be brought into 
play, during which the flames made rapid progress. In this dilemma 
Mr. John Sanson opened the gates of the Mark Quay Brewery, of 
which he was superintendent, and also those of his own brewery in 
Robinson's lane, from which a supply of water was obtained that had 
the effect of preserving the adjoining property. Mr. Armstrong's 
premises however, with the furniture, &c, were almost totally des- 
troyed. The military, and the engines from the barracks were soon 
upon the spot and rendered much service, though it was not till 
nearly daylight that the flames were effectually subdued. — Ibid. 

November 5. — A fire broke out in Mr. Hair's Saw-mills, at St. 
Peter's Quay. By the combined exertions of the police (who made 
the discovery) and the captain and crew of a vessel lying alongside, 
the fire was extinguished in about forty minutes. The North British, 
the Newcastle, and the Newcastle and North of England fire engines 
were quickly on the spot, but their services were not required. It is 
not known how the fire originated. The damage done was very in- 
considerable.— Ibid. 

In the afternoon of the same day, a man named John Atkinson, 
who had been in the employment of Mr. Sorsbie, corn merchant, as a 
warehouseman, in a fit of insanity, threw himself out of a window, at 
the foot of the Butcher Bank, Newcastle, from the height of more 
than fifty feet. The unhappy man, who was about sixty years of age, 
died within six hours afterwards. A coroner's inquest was held on 
view of the body of the unfortunate man, on Monday, when the jury 
returned a verdict of " Insanity." — Ibid. 

Same day, died, at Heworth shore lane, near Gateshead, aged 
100 years, Mrs. Margaret Purvis ; she retained her usual faculties 
to the last. — Ibid. 

November 6. — As the steam vessel Freedom, of Stockton, was 
towing two vessels out of the river Tees, the boiler burst, and the 
vessel was blown up, and sunk immediately. There were three men 
on board, two of whom were much injured, though they were likely to 
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recover ; but the master, John White, lost his life, having been 
blown up with the vessel. — Local Papers. 

1837. — In the autumn of this year, were found, 
(buried among the loose earth and rubbish on the 
ground floor of the northern extremity of the western 
side of the quadrangle of the Hospital of the Blessed 
Virgin, Westgate, Newcastle,) several fragments 
of two antient sepulchral slabs, bearing the devices 
usually found on monuments of the same date- 
The first, which is the most perfect, is that of a 
priest, and bears on the left of the cross, the chalice 
and host ; the marks on the right are very obscure, 
but may originally have depicted the hand in the 
act of benediction. The chalice, the cross and its 
base, are almost unprecedented, despite of the mul- 
titude of forms in which the emblem of our faith has 
been delineated. The fragments measure in length 
5ft. 7in., and in width, at the broadest part, 1ft. 
9£in. The other (3ft. 3in. by 1ft. 11 £in.) is the 
lower half of another similar monument, but the 
head has not been discovered. The stones were 
afterwards presented to the Society of Antiquaries, 
Newcastle, by the Master of the Hospital. — MS. 
Col. 

November 7. — A new Roman Catholic chapel at 
Houghton-le-Spring, was opened for worship, on 
which occasion Dr. Briggs, vicar apostolic of the 
northern district, celebrated a pontificial high mass, 
assisted by the rev. Wm. Biddell, as deacon, and 
the rev. James Dugdale, as sub-deacon. The 
building is from designs by Mr. Bonomi of Durham, and is calculated 
to accommodate 400 persons. — Local Papers. 

November 8. — Between six and seven o'clock on the evening of this 
day, Wednesday, a fire broke out in the lower workshop of Mr. B. 
Small, turner, Groat-market, Newcastle, by which Mr. Small, and an 
apprentice named John Amory, were severely burnt. It appeared 
that the cause of the fire originated with the master and the boy, who 
were down stairs employed in pouring spirits of wine from one bottle 
to another, when the spirits igniting from the light of the candle, 
suddenly enveloped them and the shop in flames. Assistance having 
arrived, Mr. Small and the boy were both rescued, and a plentiful 
supply of water being at hand, the fire was soon got under. — Ibid. 
November 9. — The Wesleyan chapel, at Houghton-le-Spring, in 
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the county of Durham, was opened for worship, where sermons were 
preached in the morning and evening by the rev. Theophilus Lessey, 
of Liverpool, and in the afternoon by the rev. Isaac Keeling, of 
Sunderland. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Nov. 9). — The following gentlemen were elected mayors and 
sheriffs :— 
Newcastle. — Thomas Emerson Headlam, esq., M.D., mayor ; John 

Carr, esq., sheriff. 
GiTESHEAD. — James Pollock, esq. 
Sunderland. — Richard Spoor, esq. 
Durham. — John Burrell, esq. 
Stockton. — Robert Lamb, esq. 
Morpeth. — E. A. Hedley, esq., M. D. 

Berwick. — George Johnston, esq., mayor ; John Clay, esq., sheriff. — 
Ibid. 

November 12. — Sunday evening, those interesting atmospheric phe- 
nomena, the Northern Lights, were observed in Newcastle and neigh- 
bourhood, in great brilliancy. The coruscations, of a deep rose 
colour, ascended from the horizon towards the zenith, in an extensive 
range from the north-east to the south-west. About six o'clock in 
the evening, a luminous red arch was observed to extend over the 
western portion of the heavens, and after passing through various 
gradations in respect of colour and size, disappeared. It soon after 
re-appeared, and was immediately recognized as a beautiful specimen 
of the Aurora Borealis. The colour, that of a bright crimson, presented 
a striking but not unpleasing contrast to the softer light of the moon, 
which was at that time shining in its highest refulgence. About 
eight, the attention of those who were observing the Aurora, waa 
diverted to the singular phenomenon of a bright star, apparently 
proceeding from the north, which, after making a rapid descent in the 
form of a rocket, suddenly burst, and, scattering its luminous particles 
into the most beautiful forms, vanished in the atmosphere, from which 
it seemed to arise. This was succeeded by others, all similar to the first 
in shape and the manner of their disappearance. The whole display 
terminated about ten, when dark clouds overspread the earth, and 
prevented any farther observation. — Ibid. 

November 13. — Monday, considerable alarm was excited at Chir- 
ton, near North Shields, by the effect of a creep in the workings of 
the colliery beneath that place, which caused the ground to sink 
across the turnpike road, under the cottages, and along the gravel 
walk in the adjoining grounds of Mr. Collingwood's house. Several 
panes of glass were broken in the cottages, and the doors were 
completely fixed by the consequent pressure upon them. — Ibid. 
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1837 (Nov. 14). — The Sunderland new police first entered on duty- 
—Local Papers. 

November 19. — Died, at her residence at Harrogate, Mrs. Van 
Mildert, widow of the late lord bishop of Durham. Her remains 
were placed beside those of her husband in Durham cathedral, on 
Thursday morning, December 28. The funeral was fetrictly private. 
— Ibid. 

November 20. — A very melancholy accident occurred at the works 
of Mr. George Rennoldson, engineer, South Shields. A number of 
gentlemen and ladies had assembled to witness the trial of a new 
locomotive engine, amongst whom was Mr. Rennoldson's youngest 
daughter, about fifteen years of age. The steam being raised, the 
engine was set to work, but after being in operation for a quarter of 
an hour, the motion was suspended, that some parts of the machinery 
might be oiled. The safety valve had hitherto been free, and per- 
formed its functions without interruption. A cottrel, without the 
circumstance being known, had in the interval broken, and a portion 
of it fallen down so as to choke the valve. The consequence was 
that, although no rent took place in the tube, the steam collected 
in the boiler, so as to force the water through the doors of the fire- 
box, and scald four of the spectators. Two made their escape 
without serious injury, but the young lady we have named was so 
dreadfully scalded that she expired in fourteen hours, and a fine 
youth, apprentice to Mr. Rennoldson, died from the injuries he 
received in about thirty hours. This melancholy accident made a 
strong impression on all present. The valve was loaded at not more 
than 43 pounds per square inch, although it had been previously 
tested with a load of 50 pounds. — Ibid. 

November 21. — The foundation stone of a new chapel for the 
Primitive Methodists, in Nelson-street, adjoining the new markets, 
Newcastle, was laid by the rev. William Clowes, from Hull, who 
first preached Primitive Methodist doctrines, and established societies 
in the north. He gave a brief history of the rise and progress of 
Primitive Methodism ; and was assisted in the religious part of the 
service by the revs. Henry Hebron, from Sunderland, and William 
Towler, from Berwick. Upwards of 800 members and friends after- 
wards took tea together in the Music hall; after which suitable 
addresses were delivered by the chairman, Mr. McAllum, and revs. 
H. Hebron and W. Towler. The chapel is calculated for the accom- 
modation of above 1.000 persons, one third of which are free seats 
for the poor ; also a large school room beneath the chapel, adapted 
for the tuition of five hundred children. The proceeds of the meet- 
ing in the Music hall amounted to £4*6. 16s. — Ibid. 
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1837 (Nov. 22). — An almost miraculous escape from being dashed to 
pieces was experienced, by a man employed at the colliery at Diana's 
grove, near Newcastle. A plank having been drawn up by a rope 
fastened round its middle, when at the top of the shaft, the man at 
the bank laid hold of one end of it, and being slippery in consequence 
of the mud which was upon it, the rope slid and the timber fell. An 
old nail which was in the plank, caught the man's sleeve, and jerked 
him over the shaft, when providentially his arm was thrown over a 
piece of wood on the opposite side, and he hung across the pit's 
mouth, supported by the toe of his shoe on one side, and the wood 
over which his arm was placed, on the other. While in this perilous 
situation he called for help, and being heai-d by the engineman, assist- 
ance was procured, and by attaching a rope to his body he was safely 
rescued. — Local Papers. 

November 24. — Died, at Scone-palace, Perthshire, after a few 
hours illness, Louisa, viscountess Stormont, third daughter of Cuth- 
bert Ellison, esq., of Hebburn hall, near Newcastle. Her ladyship 
was married on the 8th of April, 1829, to lord Stormont, eldest son 
of the earl of Mansfield, and member for the county of Perth. She 
left two children, the hon. Louisa Nina, born on the 18th of July 
1830, and a son born on the 22nd of July, 1832. The interment 
took place on Monday, in the family mausoleum in the ancient 
palace at Scone. Lord Stormont, who was in London, attending to 
his parliamentary duties, when her ladyship expired, was chief- 
mourner. His noble father the earl of Mansfield, the hon. captain 
Gathcart, and Mr. Ellison attended. — Ibid. 

Same day, a fire was discovered in the stack yard belonging to the 
rev. E. S. Thurlow, at Houghton-le-Spring, Durham, by which one 
stack of wheat was destroyed before the flames were subdued. For- 
tunately the evening was calm, otherwise the whole range of stacks 
would in all probability have been burnt ; but the prompt assistance 
of the inhabitants, aided by a fire engine from lord Londonderry's 
colliery, confined the fire to the stack where it first originated. It 
wq& thought that the conflagration was caused by the sparks which 
Ml from a lighted tar rope, which a person was bearing with him on 
the road. — Ibid. 

November. — As dome workmen were employed in making a vault 
at Tynemouth, they dug up a stone coffin, in which were two skulls 
and a number of other human bones ; a quantity of glass was like- 
wise found, which had the appearance of being stained , it was very 
thick ; and the lead was in an excellent state of preservation. — 

November 25. — Saturday, a dreadful accident happened to a 
little fellow named Forster Turnbull ; who, whilst looking through 
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an opening in the wall of a blacksmith's shop in the Bottle bank, 
Gateshead, one of his play fellows ran a piece of red hot iron into 
his face, by which he instantly lost the sight of one eye and there 
was little hope of saving the other. — Local Papers. 



Old Houses, Bottla Bank, Giteahetd (184J). 

About this period a saline chalybeate well was discovered on the 
property of Jonathan Richardson, esq., near Shotley-bridge The 
water has been analysed by an eminent chemist, and has been found 
to contain the following ingredients. In order to facilitate a compari- 
son between it and the Harrogate water, the result of the analysis of 
both is placed in juxta-position : 

CONTENTS OP ONE WINK PINT. 

SAotley Bridge Holt/well Harrogate. 

Sulphate of Soda 21 Grains — Grain* 

Magnesia . 3J lj 

Lime 4 l-5th 0j 

Muriate of Soda 9 l-6th 37J 

Lime — 2i 

Carbonate of Lime . . — 0} 

Oxide of Iron 1 5-16ths.. 

Carbonic Acid.... I l-5th" — — 

The neigbourhood of Shotley bridge is exceedingly healthy and 
picturesque. The spa is situated about a mile below the village and 

* . If not analysed at the place it would lose. 
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not far from the Darwent. It is approached by a gravel walk which 
leads from the new public road between Shotley bridge and Scots- 
wood bridge, in a winding direction through a small plantation to 
the margin of the Darwent, and then proceeds, overshadowed by 
trees along the side of the river. It is nearly in the centre of a 
piece of finely cultivated ground, which on one side is washed by the 
river before mentioned, and the other is environed by forest trees. 
The place is remarkably beautiful, and in summer presents a scene 
of peculiar richness and sweetness. There are numerous delightful 
walks in the neighbourhood of the village and spa. The views on 
the Darwent above Shotley bridge will afford to those disposed to 
walk three or four miles a rich and varied treat. The beauty of the 
rock and woodland scenery in this part is confessedly great, and to be 
appreciated properly, requires only to be viewed. To those who will 
take a ramble, the windings of the Darwent, as well of two small 
rivulets, which, soon after their confluence, flow into it, the towering 
rocks crowned with wood that overhang the waters, and the lofty 
swell of the banks covered with majestic forest trees, will present a 
grand and magnificent scene. In this district are extensive lead 
mines which also deserve a visit from those who are curious about 
subterranean productions. And the old tower which lifts its hoary 
head a little to the west of this place will afford to the antiquarian 
perhaps a new and productive object of research. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Dec. 6.) — A melancholy catastrophe from an explosion of foul 
air occurred at Springwell colliery, near Wrekington, four miles from 
Newcastle. The pit is the property of the right hon. lord Ravens- 
worth and partners, and we may here observe that in 1832 a similar 
accident occurred there, by which upwards of thirty human beings 
were hurried into eternity. The catastrophe we have now to describe 
occurred between nine and ten o'clock on the morning of the above 
day, Wednesday, when, of twenty-nine men and boys at work in that 
part of the Hutton seam of coal where the blast took place, twenty- 
seven unfortunately perished, viz. — fifteen men and twelve boys. 
What added to the calamity was, that many of the men left wives 
and large families, who were thus deprived of their natural protection, 
and of their chief dependence for support. On Thursday, an inquest 
was held before Michael Hall, esq. (coroner for Chester ward,) and a 
respectable jury, at the house of Mr. Thomas Maughan, the Spring- 
well inn, on the bodies of James Henderson and Thomas Mason. 
The witnesses examined were — Nicholas Wood, esq., colliery-viewer, 
and general manager to lord Ravensworth and partners for their 
several works. Mr. Geo. Southern, resident viewer to the Springwell 
colliery, Mr. C. Steel, overman to the colliery, and several pitmen 
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who had worked in the mine, both recently and formerly. From the 
testimony adduced, we learn that the depth of the pit to the Hutton- 
seam is 128 fathoms, and that the dip of the seam of coal is to the 
east, at a decline of one foot in sixteen. After the accident in 1832, 
every available means were adopted to improve the ventilation of the 
mine, the most expensive of which was the formation of a communi- 
cation from the Springwell pit to another shaft on the Black Fell — 
the former being the downcast, the latter the upcast, so as to secure, 
as nearly as the nature of such works will admit, a free current of 
air. The pit, with these improvements, was not considered by the 
pitmen to be at all "fiery,'" to use their own expressive language, 
but, on the contrary, they deemed it to be quite safe. It appeared, 
also, that the state of the working parts had been vigilantly attended 
to ; indeed, owing to their strict attention to duty, the resident 
viewer and the overman narrowly escaped destruction, as they had 
just left the part where the explosion occurred, and were blown down 
by the after-current. In similar calamities the immediate cause of 
the accident remains shrouded in mystery, but in the present case a 
discovery was made which led to the strongest inference that the 
accident was so purely accidental, that it could not have been pre- 
vented by any foresight or prudence. The workings of the pit were 
in two different parts, called " districts." One of these districts, 
about a mile from the shaft, and where sixty-one men and boys were 
at work, was not affected by the blast. In the district where the 
accident happened, about half a mile from the shaft, the operations of 
working both what is called "the whole coal," and "the broken," 
were going on. To our distant readers we may explain, that " whole 
coal," in mining phrase, means the seam in its imbedded, unbroken 
state. In operating upon this, the pitmen work out stated portions, 
leaving " pillars " of coal to support the roof of their subterranean 
workshop. Eventually these pillars are removed, the roof being 
temporarily sustained in the mean time by props of wood, and this 
is called " working the broken." This " broken " part of the work- 
ings of coal mines is always considered the most dangerous, from 
its greater liability to the generation of foul air, and in removing the 
pillars, safty lamps are exclusively used in Springwell pit. The cus- 
tom is, however, when working the unbroken seam, to blast it 
with gunpowder, and in this operation the men used candles. It is 
in the pillar workings, however, where, notwithstanding the employ- 
ment of the safety lamp — and the still further precaution adopted 
of supplying the men with locked lamps as they went down to their 
work — that the fatal accident is supposed to have occurred. There 
remained traces of the fire in the "broken" workings, particularly 
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the scorching of the pit props. Near there, also, was found the safe- 
ty-lamp of Edward Price, in such a position as to lead to an infer- 
ence that it had fallen across the rolley way, and been accidentally 
run over and broken. — Thomas M c Nay, waggon way wright, John 
Todd and William Potts, pitmen, spoke to finding the broken lamp, 
and tracing the explosion from the northern extremity where the 
lamp was found to the south end, and from thence westward to the 
whole coal working north to the shaft. The gauze wire and glass 
of the lamp were broken and otherwise much bulged in, and the body 
of Edward Price was found not far from it. The lamp was identi- 
fied from the number on it as being the one the unfortunate man 
had used, and the breaking of it, in the opinion of the witnesses 
above named, was the cause of the fire. — The jury after a few mi- 
nutes consultation, returned a verdict of Accidental Death. — Three 
horses, as well as the unfortunate men, were killed by the explosion. 
The workings of the pit were less injured than might have been 
expected, — Local Papers* 

1837 (Dec. 6). — A deputation from the Law Society of Newcastle, 
headed by John Fenwick, esq., waited upon the town council of that 
borough, for the purpose of recommending to that body an extension 
of the jurisdiction of the Mayor's and Sheriff's courts. Mr. Fen- 
wick said " he might state for the information of those who were not 
versed in the forensic history of the town, that these courts were 
courts of prescription, confirmed by a charter of Elizabeth, for the 
purpose of affording substantial justice to all who should resort to 
to them. The gentlemen who practised in those courts were dis- 
tinguished for their knowledge and their liberality in the practice 
of their profession. For thirty five years he had attended those 
courts and he never knew a false judgement given, and no verdict 
was ever attempted to be set aside. It appeared, therefore, desir- 
able to have those courts extended in their jurisdiction, and an act, 
which was passed in the last session of parliament, enabled the 
council, together with magistrates of the district sought to be in- 
cluded, to petition her majesty in council for a grant for their exten- 
sion. Great good would be done by an enlargement of the juris- 
diction, especially if it were extended to Gateshead, for divided only 
by our noble river, their interests were the same, there was nothing 
which affected the inhabitants of Newcastle, which did not affect 
the inhabitats of Gateshead, and nothing which affected the inhabi- 
tants of the latter place which did not in like manner affect the for- 
mer, and being thus, as it were, one people, they wished to have the 
benefit of this enactment." The mayor said the subject should have 
the council's best consideration, and the deputation having with- 
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drawn, the draft of a petition was presented to the council by Mr. 
Philipson, which he moved should be engrossed, have the corporate 
seal affixed to it, and be presented to her majesty. The proposition 
having been seconded by Mr. Alderman Bigge, was finally adopted 
by the council. In the month of March, 1838, the mayor of New- 
castle, received her majesty's order in council, extending the juris- 
diction of the mayor's court, the sheriff's court and the court of 
conscience of the borough of Newcastle upon Tyne, to the borough 
of Gateshead. — Local Papers. 

1837. — This year, while workmen were engaged 
in some repairs and levelling in the church-yard 
of Saint Mary, Gateshead, just 'within the gate 
opposite to the rectory, they found a sepulchral 
slab of small size, bearing a cross of unusual form, 
and the shears, supposed to be the sign of a female. 
It measures in length 1ft. 11 £in., and in breadth 
lft. l£in. It was afterwards presented to the 
Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle. — MS. Col. 

December 9. — A fire was discovered in some bed 
flocking in a room situated in the new wing of 
the Newcastle Infirmary. An alarm was in con- 
sequence given, and the engines of the Newcastle, 
North British, and Newcastle and North of England insurance 
companies arrived about six o'clock, in the morning. The fire hap- 
pily had been extinguished, but the damage done was considerable. 
The fire seems to have originated from the heat of an adjoining 
flue. — Ibid. 

December 9. — A boy about five years of age, named Eirkup, 
slipped, unperceived, into Mr. Gallon's paper manufactory, at the 
Felling shore, near Gateshead, and climbed upon one of the wheels 
there. The weight of the boy, it is supposed, set the machinery in 
motion, and he unfortunately had both his legs wrenched off. — Ibid. 

December 14. — A little after 5 o'clock on the evening of this day, 
Thursday, considerable alarm was occasioned on the Quayside, New- 
castle, in consequence of a sudden and loud report being heard and 
flames seen issuing from the office windows of Mr. Robert Proctor, 
broker. It appeared that a young man in the service of Mr. Proctor 
had been imprudently handling a flask containing gunpowder, when 
by some means it exploded, blowing out the two front windows, 
and severely scorching the young man over the face and head. The 
flames were promptly extinguished. — Ibid. 

December 18. — The first marriage in a dissenting place of worship, 
in Newcastle, was celebrated in New court chapel, Westgate street, 
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by the rev. George Sample. The parties were Mr. William Detehon 
and Miss Barbara Hurst. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Dec. 20). — A serious accident occurred by the falling of some 
scaffolding which was in course of being removed from some new 
houses opposite Grainger street. The men had incautiously piled a 
quantity of planks upon one of the lower tiers, upon which the 
masons were working, which caused one of the ledgers to break, and 
precipitate the men to the bottom, a height of fourteen or fifteen 
feet, part of the planks falling with them. Five men were injured : 
two seriously, and were taken to the Infirmary. — Ibid. 

December 20. — The weather which for some days had been remark- 
ably stormy, with heavy rains, was more particularly so on this day, 
Wednesday, which was one of the most gloomy ever remembered, 
the rain falling incessantly the whole of the day, and in the evening 
the wind blew very strong from the north east, from which the 
shipping on the coast suffered seriously. The rivers in consequence 
were greatly flooded, particularly the Wear and the Brownie, which 
were much swollen. At Sunderland bridge, three miles south of 
Durham, the road was completely overflown, and all passage 
stopped for a considerable time; the mail on Thursday morning, 
the 21st, got through with great difficulty, the horses being nearly 
carried away, and the Wellington and Hero coaches were detained 
several hours, and the inside passengers were obliged to mount the 
outside for safety, the water reaching high in the inside. In Sun- 
derland harbour considerable damage was sustained ; several keels 
and boats and a quantity of timber and other materials broke from 
their moorings and drifted out to sea, the loss arising from which 
was estimated at upwards of «£3,000. — Ibid. 

December 20. — Wednesday, about a quarter past nine o'clock in 
the morning, a boy named Edward Mennim, aged six and a half 
years, and whose father was an honest and industrious shepherd, 
residing at Biddlestone Edge, in the parish of Alwinton, Northum- 
berland, was by his mother sent on an errand to Biddlestone, which 
is hardly half a mile from where he lived. Soon after his departure 
a heavy dense fog came on, and the boy not returning at the 
time his mother expected, his father and others went in search of 
him, and on going to Biddlestone learned he had not been there. 
They then became alarmed about him, thinking he had lost his way 
from the heavy fog, and continued their search until night, but with- 
out discovering the child. The distracted state of the parents, and 
the probably disastrous fate of the boy, called forth the sympathy of 
the inhabitants of the district, who were unremitting in their exer- 
tions in exploring every place of danger or concealment. The shep- 
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herds in the upland districts, in the most praiseworthy manner, tra- 
versed the country in all directions, and kept up a continued search 
during nearly twenty days, when, on Monday 8th of January, 1838, 
they found the body of the poor little fellow r among the moorland 
hills, at a place called Hockley Dean Law, in the parish of Alnham, 
the child having traversed a wild and mountainous country (the 
southern range of the Cheviot hills,) and at a distance of about six 
miles, in a north-easterly direction from his home. The body was 
brought home to Biddlestone Edge by the shepherds. He was found 
lying upon his back, with his arms firmly thrust into the pockets of 
his trousers, his eyes were partially open, and his face retained the 
freshness and bloom of life and health, indicating that he had, from 
the effect of cold and exhaustion, slept into death. His feet and 
legs were bare, his clogs and stockings having probably been torn off 
while traversing the marshes in the dells; the other parts of the 
dress were the same as when he left home. Many rumours had 
got spread about the country, that the boy had been " kid-napped," 
and taken into Scotland, which roused all that part of the country, 
and the shepherds came from far and near, some coming a distance 
of eight and ten miles to aid in recovering the lost child. Thomas 
Clennell, esq., of Harbottle castle, whose feelings are at all times 
alive to distress, took an active part in the case of the lost child ; 
as also the rev. A. Proctor, vicar of Alwinton, the hon. Mr. Stour- 
ton of Biddlestone hall, and the Messrs. Grey. An inquest was 
held on the following day, before Thomas Adams Russell, esq., on 
view of the body. Verdict of the jury, " That the deceased lost his 
way, and died through exhaustion and the inclemency of the 
weather."" — Local Papers. 

1837 (Dec. 22). — A serious disturbance took place at Byker, among 
a party of excavators employed on the Newcastle and North Shields' 
railway, in which some policemen who interfered were most inhuman- 
ly treated. The men had been drinking at a public house, where they 
had run up a score, to be discharged when they received their wages ; 
but, from some misunderstanding, the hostess, it appears, after they 
had had a certain quantity, refused to fill them any more, when they 
began to quarrel and fight among themselves, upon which she sent 
for the police, who took one or two of the men into custody. Whilst 
conveying them to the station house, however, a body of excavators 
attacked the policemen, whom they soon overpowered, and rescued 
the prisoners. The policemen defended themselves for some time 
with their backs against a wall, but they were at length thrown 
down and trampled upon most ferociously-— one man, named, Wil- 
liam Sterling, being seriously injured. They at last obtained refuge 
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in the houses, and one of them, named, William Thompson, haying 
escaped from the crowd, rode off express to Newcastle for assistance. 
Mr. Stephens, with his usual activity, accompanied by a large 
detachment of the police force, repaired immediately to the. spot, 
where he succeeded in apprehending a number of the ringleaders, 
who were conveyed to Newcastle and lodged in safe custody. Two 
of the ringleaders, named Peter M'Annaly and William Duncan, 
were committed for trial at the Sessions. Ten others were convicted 
in various degrees and lined £5 each, or imprisonment, in default 
of payment, and the remainder were discharged. — Local Papers. 

1837 (Dec. 23.)— William LoBh, esq. of Benton hall, near New- 
castle, received a patent for " improvements in decomposing muriate 
of soda (common salt), part of which improvements are also applica- 
ble to the condensing vapours of other processes." — Ibid. 

This year, Hamilton street chapel, Presbyterian, Monkwearmouth, 
founded. The register of births and baptisms extend from 1827 
to 1837.— Sep. of Pari Com. 



O OF VOLUMK FOUR. 



INDEX TO VOLUME IV. 



A. 

Accidents. See each place. 

Acts of Parliament See each place. 

Adamson, name of, 319. 

Adelaide, queen, 363. 

Agriculture, 147, 296, 301. 

Alione, 386. 

Allendale, 301. 

Alnwick, 7, 54, 64, 88, 115, 126, 137, 142, 
153, 169, 208, 233, 237, 246, 257, 295, 
296, 303, 305, 316, 326, 354, 396. 

Alston, 141, 173, 210, 267, 397. 

Altars. See Antiquities. 

Amboglanna, 183. 

Anderson, name of, 94, 174, 

Angerton, 37* 

Angler fish, 255. 

Angling, 245. 

Antiquities— Altars, &c^ 65, 66, 69, 100, 
108. Buildings, 61, 66, 68, 87. 108, 
156, 183. Cannon balls, 300. Coffins 
and Coffin lids, 45, 83, 138, 200, 236, 
302, 401, 404, 409. Coins, 3, 28, 139, 
143, 147, 321, 37a Sculptures, 28, 61, 
66, 66, 82, 83, 157, 386. Skeletons, 
38, 63, 138, 308, 333. Weapons, 143. 

Archery, 355, 380, 391. 

Ardincaple, 162, 173. 

Armstrong, name of, 151. 

Armstrong, Ralph, 125. 

Ashton, name of, 339. 

Atkinson, name of, 8. 
Auckland, Bishop, 187, £92, 313. 
Auckland, West, 316. 

Axwell, 250. 

Aycliffe, 27. 

Ayton, co. Northd., 190. 

B. 

Baird, name of, 253. 

Baker, name of, 357* 

Balloons, 97, 98, 200, 207, 220. 

Bambrough, 247, 38a 

Barrington, bishop, 168. 

Barnard Castle, 30, 35, 97, 133, 155, 

236, 246, 322, 366, 
Beamish, 114. 
Beaumont, name of, 19, 45. 
Beaufront, 346. 
Bedale, Dr., 159. 
Bedingfield, name of, 53. 
Bedlington, 81, 192, 326, 398. 

VOL. IV. « 



Bees, 155. 
Belford, 31, 295. 
Bell, name of, 34, 198. 
Bells, 174, 
Bell's close, 391. 
Bellingham, 205, 251. 
Belmont, 317. 
Belsay, 220. 
Bennett, name of, 263. 
Benwell, 89, 109, 137. 
Benton, Long, 147, 265, 273. 
Benton, Little, 16a 

Berwick — Antiquities, 321. Chapels, 27, 
45. Coal, 326. Dispensary, 148. Lon- 
gevity, 112. Municipal, 275, 322,336. 
Miscellaneous, 233, 326. Members of 
Parliament, 226, 372, 402. Newspapers, 
256, 263. Natives, 233, 256. Procla- 
mation, 362. Recorders, 119. Rejoic- 
ings, 132. Storms, 190, 288, 295. 
Sharks, 214. Visitors, 388. Visitations, 
388. Whales, 3a Whalers, 279. 
Bewick, name of, 11. 
Bewsher, name of, 1 76. 
Biddlestone, 410. 
Bird, name of, 121. 
Birkett, name of, 251. 
Birtley, 254, 256. 

Bishop Auckland. See Auckland, bishop. 
Bishop Wearmouth. See Wearmouth, 

bishop. 
Black Fell, *65, «67, 83, 116, 170. 
Blake, name of, 137. 
Blackwell, 123, 147, 175. 
Blaydon, 345, 38a 
Blenkinsopp, 148. 
BIyth, 251, 263, 333, 349. 
Boldon, 91, 92. 
Bonomi, name of, 134, 401. 
Borcovicus, 61, 87, 178, 183. 
Borcum, 378. 
Boruwlaski, count, 380. 
Bothal, 340. 
Bowes, name of, 124. 
Bowlby, name of. 136. 
Braddyl, name of, 136, 142, 144. 
Bran ce path, 6. 
Brandling, name of, 136, 160, 166, 176, 

268, 314. 
Brandling Junction Railway, 250, 307, 

314. 
Breamish, riyer, 206. 

H 



4U 



INDEX. 



Brink burn, 148. 

British Association, 153, 382. 

Brockett, name of, 22. 

Broomley, 238. 

Brown, Capt., 69. 

Browning, name of, 111. 

Bruce, name of, 40, 216. 

Buddie, name of, 90, 137, 145. 

Buller's Green, 201. 

Bulmer, name of, 61. 

Bur don, name of, 326. 

Bunion Main, 264. 

Bumopfield, 280, 317* 

Burnopside, 347. 

Bus ton, 191. 

Byker, 173, 238, 348, 366, 368, 411. 

Bywell, 68, 314. 

a 

Caervorran, 66, 108. 

Cargofleet, 304. 

Carr, name of, 20, 22, 153, 170. 

Cattle, Chillingham, 171. 

Charlton, name of, 205, 251. 

Chatton, 302. 

Chester le Street, 52, 97, 147, 174, 212. 
382. 

Chesterholme, 65, 100, 143, 228. 

Chesterhope, 393. 

Chilton, name of, 59. 

Chillingham, 69, 163, 171, 295, 396. 

Chirton, 402. 

Chollerton, 19a 

Cholera Morbus, 101 et seq. 115, 159. 

Clarke, name of, 175. 

Clark, Thomas, *66. 

Clapham, name of, 156. 

Claxheugh, 140. 

Cleghorn, name of, 54. 

Clennell, name of, 46, 411. 

Cleveland, duke of, 143, 311. 

Close House, 390. 

Coal trade, 32, *65, «67, # 68, 81, 83, 89, 
93, 105, 113, 116, 117, 121, 126, 145, 
166, 283, 332, 348. 

Coaches, 204. 

Coffins. See Antiquities. 

Coins. See Antiquities. 

Colliery Raw, 102. 

Collieries. — Beamish, 114. Belmont, 
317. Black Fell, 170. Blaydon, 383. 
Burdon Main, 264. Burnopside, 347. 
Chirton, 402. Cowpen, 315, 321. 

Cramlington, 299. Crow Trees, 179, 
351. Durham, 94. Eppleton, 154. 
Felling, 102, 140. Friar's Goose, 118. 
Gordon, 216. Gosforth, 11, 141, 268. 
Hartley, 222. Harrington, 143. Has- 
well, 236, 247, 311, 315. Hebburn, 
313. Hetton, 42, 117, 157, 212, 279, 
283. Hetton le Hole, 144. Howden, 
268. Jarrow, 59, 125,323. Kepier, 
140. Killingworth, 21. Kingswood, 
148. Lambton, 154. Little Hulton, 



Collieries. 

205. Little Houghton, 321. Low 
Felling, 66. Moorsley, 173 Monk- 
Wearmouth, 188, 242, 267, 350. New- 
bottle, 27, 126. Newcastle, 404. Percy 
Main, 128. Rainton, 383. Saint Law- 
rance, ICO, 222. Sheriff Hill, 142. 
South Hetton, 144, 267, 292. South 
Shields, 83, 160,396. South Tanfield, 
3f>7. Springwell, 149, 215, 406. 
Thornley, 341. Waldridge, 91, 106. 
Wallscnd, 243. West Moor, 21. 

Whitwell, 365. Whitley, 237, 325. 
Whorlton, 89. Willington, 40, 98. 
Wideopen, 173. Woodburn Close, 
335. Wreckington, 89. 

Collinson, name of, 72, 159, 346. 

Collingwood, name of, 2, 279, 309. 

Coniscliffe, 2t8. 

Conger eels, 357* 

Cookson, name of, 34, 117, 119, 141. 

Coquetdale Agricultural Association, 301. 

Coquet, river, 136. 

Corbridge, 35, 69. 

Corporation bill, 254. 

Corporation inquiry, 169. 

Corstopitum, 69. 

Cowpen, 315, 321. 

Cox Green, 308. 

Cramlington, 278. 

Craster, 164, 

Craster, name of, 164, 353. 

Crow Trees, 179, 351. 

Cull Billy, 91. 

Cullercoats, 255, 316, 378. 

Cuthbert, name of, 346. 

Cuthbertson, name of, 329. 

D. 

Daglibh, name of, 341. 

Darlington, 39, 54, 6S 9 94, 96, 124, 200, 

215, 233, 375, 377. 
Darwent, river, 27, 35, 250. 
Darwenthaugh, 220. 
Davison, name of, 1 9. 
Death's Head Moth, 390. 
Deer, 262, 396. 
D'Jeck, Mile., 60. 
Dennett, name of, 195, 251. 
Denwick, 339. 
Deptford, 306, 336, 396. 
Derwentwater, :or1, 116,317* 
Dibdin, Dr., 324. 
Dilston, 317- 
Dinnington, 198, 262, 
Dinsdale, 391. 

Dixon, name of, 59, 224, 257. 
Dobsou, name of, 2, 111, 114, 392. 
Dodd, name of, 221, 
Dogs, 198, '224. 
Donkin, name of, 369. 
Drummond, name of, 54, 87. 
Ducks, 44, 232, 247, 399. 
Duddo, 116, 134,234. 



INDEX. 



415 



Dunbar, name of, 187. 

Dunstanborough, 173. 

Dunston, 140, 155, 220. 

Durham, bishops of, — Barrington, 168. 
Maltby, 311, 312, 384. Van Mildert, 
136, 230, 292, 320, 322, 403 

Durham, city of. — Accidents, 154. An- 
tiquities, 3, 78. Assizes, 346. Balls, 5. 
Cathedral, 27, 45, 85, 122, 129, 140, 153, 
178, 295, 313, 320, 339. Cholera, 115. 
Collieries, 94. Corporation enquiry, 
171. Execution, *66. Longevity, 19, 
55. Meetings,- 102, 192. Members, 
123, 136, 142, 373, 402. Miscellaneous, 
198, 209, 224, 309. Municipal, 275, 
303, 322. Natives, 54, 59, 134, 154, 
170, 178, 209, 311, 339, 380, 401. 
Petitions, 102. Proclamations, 57. 
Railways, 311, 314, 315. Regatta, 196, 
243, 309. Schools, 170. Societies, 192. 
Storms, 309, 369. Suicides, 147. Uni- 
versity, 127, 169, 800, 359. 

Durham, county of, — Custos Rotulorum, 
311. Earl of. See Lambton, name of. 
Members, 123, 372. Petitions, 136. 
Population, 108. Temporal Chancel- 
lors, 254. 

Durham, see of, 306, 346. 

Dwarris, name of, 170. 

E. 
Eagles, 221, 233, 263. 
Earsdon, 127, 391. 
Ebchester, 220. 
Eccentrics. See each place. 
Edmondbyers, 27, 251. 
Easington, 27, 88, 122, 329. 
Edmonson, name of, 107, 1 13. 
Eldon, lord. See Scott, name of. 
Elf-hills, 147. 
Elemore, 357. 
Ellis, name of, 52. 
Ellison, name of, 19, 404. 
Elsdon, 90. 
Elswick, 314. 
Eltringham, 252. 
Engines, 145. 
Eppleton, 154,208. 
Enhot, 20. 
Etal, 102 
Executions, 13, ♦66. 

F. 

Fairles, name of, 83, 125, 130. 

Farn Islands, 163. 

Farneylaw, 147. 

Fawdon, 289. 

FaJla, name of, 303. 

Felling, 62, 66 69, 102, 140, 314. 

Felton, 116, 141. 

Fenwick, name of, 127, 147* 

Ferry-hill, 122. 

Fife, name of, 168. 

Fifefield, name of, 179. 



Fincha'e, 240. 

Fishburns, 59, 378. 

Flies, 160. 

Floods, 35, 173, 175, 178, 181, 220, 252. 

266, 336, 397, 410. 
Ford, 386. 

Forsyth, name of, 118. 
Fossils, 34, 321. 
Foxes, 2, 3, 357. 
Framlington, 107. 
Freemasonry, 180, 382, 383. 
Friars* goose, 118, 156. 

G. 

Gainford, 205. 

Gascoigne, name of, *72. 

Gateshead — Accidents, 155, 256, 851, 
404s 409, Chapels, 224, 239, 300, 308, 
347, 391. Cholera, 106. 159. Chur- 
ches, 16, 54, 159,170,409. Coaches, 

204. Fell, 170. Fires, 28, 58, 147, 263. 
Municipal, 300, 307, 322, 275. Meet- 
ings, 325. Members, 123, 402. Mis- 
cellaneous, 23, *67, 90, 204; 230, 335. 
Murders, 216, 317. Natives, *72, 159, 
237, 363. Patents 237. Penance, 
54. Perambulations, 307. Poor law, 
329. Population, 108. Post office, 
187. Oldhouses, 300, 400, 405. Rail- 
ways, 250, 307, 314. Rejoicings, 4, 7, 
96, 135. Societies, 325, 330. Storms, 
240. Suicides, 303. 

George, name of, 1 78. 

George IV., 55. 

Gilly, name of, 116. 

Glanton, 206. 

Gordon, 216. 

Gosforth, 1 1, 145, 145, 176, 268, 269. 

Gracie, name of, 72. 

Grainger, name of, 12,88, 175, 198, 200, 

236, 257, 307. 
Great north of England railway, 31 1. 
Green, name of, 12, *71, *72, 86, 89, 123. 

205, 252,309, 380, 390, 391. 
Greenfield, 61. 

Greenhead, 27* 

Grey, name of, 133, 315, 372. 

Griffith, name of, 187. 

H. 
Haggerston, name of, 2. 
Hallgarth, *6d 
Haltwhistle, 329. 
Halton, 144. 
Hamsterley, 236. 
Harbottle, 46, 48, 411. 
Hareup Hill, 193. 
Hares, 175, 268, 316. 
Hartley, 222, 348. 
Hartlepool, 122, 145, 161, 168, 224, 247, 

267, 306, 325. 
Haswell, 236, 247, 311, 315. 
Hauxley, 136. 
Hawks, 170. 
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Hawthorn, name of, 142. 

Haydon Bridge, 11, 29, 172, 307. 

Hazlewood, name of, 168. 

Headlam, name of, 27. 

Health Springs, 308. 

Heaton, 121. 

Hebhurn, 192, 313. 

Heddon on the wall, 142, 

Hedley, name of, 65, 143, 183, 228, 393. 

Hendon, 191, 197. 

Herrington, 136, 143, 184, 350. 

Herrings, 208, 378. 

Hesleyside, 205. 

Hetton le hole, 144. 

Hetton, South, 144, 160, 267, 360. 

Hetton, 42, 117, 141, 143, 157, 212, 279, 
283, 299. 

Heworth, 234, 263, 400. 

Heworth, High, 332, 336. 

Hexham, 53, 62, 63, 67, 72, 111, 139, 
145, 158. Abbey, 171, 391. Accident, 
178. Chapels, 154. Confirmations, 391. 
Floods, 178. Longevity, 21, 25, 174. 
Gas, 228. Natives, 21, 154. Proclama- 
tions, 363. Reform Bill, 135. Storms, 
29. 

High Ford, 31. 

High Felling. See Felling. 

Hilton, name of, 362. 

Hinde, name of, 315. 

Hodgson, name of, 82, 137, 242, 314. 

Hood, name of, 256, 257, 270, 274. 

Holy Island, 289. 

Holywell, 349. 

Hopetown, 282. 

Horncliff, 132. 

Horsley, long, 226. 

Horton, (co. Northumberland), 2, 322. 

Houghton le Spring, 183, 230, 340, 401, 
404. 

Little, 321. 

Housesteads, 61, 87, 158, 183. 

Howard, name of, 172. 

Howden pans, 233, 268. 

Howick, 133, 315, 372. 

Hullock, name of 30. 246. 

Hulton, little, 205. 

Hurworth, 87. 



Incendiari8M, 179, 181, 237. 
Ingledew, name of, 230, 231. 
Ions, name of, 251. 
Iron, 393. 

J. 

Jamieson, Jane, 12. 

Jarrow, 43, 59, 85, 125, 130, 323. 

Jesmond, 164. 

Jobling, William, 125, 130. 



Kepier, 140. 
Kibblesworth, 208. 



K. 



Killingworth, 21, *72, 199. 
Kingswood, 146. 
Kirby, name of, 219. 
Kirkheaton, 302. 
Knaresdale, 176. 

L. 

Lani'ley, 29. 

Lambton, 262, 382. 

Lamb ton, name of, 180, 205. 

Lamesley, 332. 

Lanton, 19. 

Lartington, 238. 

Launches, 42, *65, 190. 

Lawson, name of, 20. 

Lead mines, 210. 

Leadbitter, name of, 154. 

Lee's murder, 317. 

Letter, anonymous, 120. 

Lithotomy, case of, 253. 

Little Benton. See Benton, little. 

Little Houghton. See Houghton, little. 

Liddell, name of, 332. 

Life boats, 378. 

Lilburn, 2, 15a 

Lockhart, name of, 147. 

Locusts, 204. 

Londonderry, marquis of, 32, 39, 90, 252. 

Long Benton. See Benton, Long. 

Longevity, instances of. Bolam, 90. 
Brockett, 147. Charlton, 174. Clark, 
56. Coulthard, 40. Dawson, 25. 
Dobson, 145. Donkin, 54. Elliott, 
198. Erskine, 59. Fen wick. 85. 
Fothergill, 337. Gardener, 208. Gas- 
coigne, *72. Guize, 176. Gordon, 
186. Hall, 161. Hays, 69. Heads, 
349. Henderson, 61. Hill, 178. 
Holburn, 389. Johnson, 252. Lee, 
112. Miles, 19a Morallee, 122. 
Purvis, 130, 400. Robson, 102. Rus- 
sell, 272. Smith, 93, 237. Stobart, 6a 
Thew, 339. Thompson, 28. 168. Todd, 
155. Wallace, 149,173,32a Wat- 
son, 52. Wilson, 340, 362, Wingrave, 
32. Winter, 322. 

Losh, name of, 105, 164, 412. 

Lough, name of, 3, 317* 

Lumley, 292, 359, 380. 

M. 

Mackarel, 200. 
Mackenzie, name of, 1 12. 
Machines, 279, 366. 
Mainsforth, 183, 193. 
Maltby, bishop, 311. 312, 384. 
Manby's apparatus, 196. 
Manisty, name of, 197. 
Marriage act, 373, 409. 
Martin, name of, 19, 279, 366. 
Martin, Jonathan, 8. 
Marsden, 191, 247, 308. 
Marshall, name of, 247. 
Mather, name of, 319. 
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Maude, name of, 105. 

M' Donald, name of, 59. 

Medals, 239. 

Meldon, 116. 

Middleton, co. Northumberland, 399. 

Middlesborough, 69. 

Minster Acres, 197. 

Mitford, 31, 145. 

Mitford, name of, 31, 107* 

Moorsley, 173. 

Monk Wearraouth. See Wearmouth 

Monk. 
Monkton, 164. 
Monkend, 279. 
Morrison, name of, 201. 
Morpeth, 12, 25, 45, 62, 66,68, 111, 169, 

172, 201, 239, 275, 282, 300, 340, 349, 

385, 402. 
Moulton, name of, 131, 230, 231. 
Munro, name of, 194, 307. 
Murders. See each place. 
Murton, co. Durham, 139. 

N. 
Natives, Eminent. — Anderson, 94, 174. 
Armstrong, 151. Ash ton, 339 As- 
kew, 168. Atkinson, 8. Baker, 357. 
Bedingfield, 53. Bell, 198. Bewick, 
11. Bewsher, 176. Birkett, 251. 
Bird, 121. Bonomi, 134, 401. Bor- 
uwlaski, 380. Brandling, 136, 160, 166, 
176, 268, 314. Brockett, 221. Brow- 
ning, 111. Bruce, 40, 216. Buddie, 
90. Bulmer, 61. Burdon, 327. 
Carr, 153, 170. Clennell, 46. Col- 
lingwood, 279. Collinson, '72, 159. 
Cookson, 34, 117, J 19, 166. Craster, 
164, 353. Dobson, 2, 9, 114, 362. 
Dodd, 221. Drummond, 54, 87. 
Dunbar, 187. Edmonson, 107, 113. 
Ellis, 52. Fenwick, 127. Fife, 168. 
Forsyth, 118. George, 178. Gilly, 
116. Grainger, 12, 88,175, 198, 200, 
236, 257, 307. Green, «71, *72. 86, 
89, 123, 205, 309, 380, 390, 391. 
Griffith, 187. Hawks, 170. Hodgson, 
242, 314. Hedley, 65, 107, 143, 184. 
228, 393. Hood, 256, 257, 270, 264, 
Hu Hock 30, 246. Ingledew, 230, 231. 
Ions, 251. Lockhart, 147. Losh, 105, 
131, 164, 412. Lough 3, 317. Mac- 
kenzie, 112. Manisty, 197. Martin, 
8, 272, 366. Mitford, 107. Morrison, 
201. Moulton, 131, 230, 231. Mun- 
ro, 194, 307. Pattinson, 169. Peat, 
350. Potter, 170. Reed, 21, 82, 110, 
113, 115, 119, 136, 140, 28a Rich- 
ardson, 3. Ridley, 312. Rotheram, 
67. Russell, 6. Scott, 284. Sher 
wood, 49. Shield, 4. Sopwith, 34, 
148. Stephenson, 70. Stevenson, 18. 
Surtees, 109, 183, 192. Swinburne, 
300. Sykes, 339. Taylor, 226. Thomp- 
son, 16, 72, 215. Thorp, 221. 



Natives. 

Trotter. 134. Tumbull, 394, Turner, 
55, 105, 15a Wailes, 392. Walker, 
88. Wasney, 52, 64. Welsh, 89. 
Williamson, 34, 226. Wilkie, 204. 
Wilson, 256, 388. Wingate, 11. 
Wright 136. 

Naters, name of, 320. 

Nettlesworth, 271. 

Netherwitton, 385, 

Nevill, name of, 129. 

Newbiggin, 375. 

Newbottle, 27, 126. 

Newburgh, earl of, 317. 

Newburn, 107, 113, 138, 309. 

Newton Sea House, 155. 

Newton by the Sea, 157,164, 220. 

Nogley, 216. 

Norham, 157, 389. 

Northumberland. Agricultural society, 
296. Duke of, see Percy, name of. 
Fisheries, 208, 378. Members, 45, 123, 
Poachers, 160. Population of, 108. 

North Sunderland. See Sunderland, North. 

North Shields. See Shields, North. 

Northern Political Union. See Political. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Accidents, 28, 
42, 47, 70, 111, 114, 115, 121, 175, 177, 
191, 197, 207,222, 236,241,249, 262, 
263, 299, 335, 341, 347. 353, 385, 404, 
409, 410. Acts, 195. Addresses, 363. 
Alms houses, *69, Anniversaries., 362. 
Antiquities, 82, 138, 200, 401. Assizes, 
32, 112. Balloons, 57, 98, 220. Balls, 
115, 231. Banks, 135. Barges, 19a Baths, 
377. Bazaars, 63. Bills, 174, 230. Bridges, 
19, *70, 271, 308, 337. British Associa- 
tion, 153, 382. Burn's club, 109. Cas- 
tle, 209, 351, 360. Chapels, 3, 24, 38, 
55, 62, 105, 111, 121, 137, 143, 147, 148, 
168, 202, 231, 238, 245, 256, 282, 304, 
347, 365, 367, 379, 398, 403, 409. Ciiari- 
ties, *69, 131, 231. Churches. All 
Saints', 215. St. Andrews', 94., 187, 
194, 221, 307. St. Anns', 104, 314. 
St. Johns', 94, 108, 186, 215, 226, 282, 
308, 365, 388. St. James', Benwell, 89. 
St. Nicholas', 42, 58, 72, '65, *69, 94, 
104, 112, 114, 131, 138, 161, 166, 174, 
187, 193, 197, 215, 221, 251, 321, 328, 
384. St. Thomas', 37, 52, 64, 94, 143, 
161, 178, 248. St. Thomas', old, 52, 54. 
Cemetries, 38, 40, 104, 177, 323, 324. 
Cholera morbus, 101, et seq. 115, 134. 
Club house, 40. Coaches, &c 149, 262, 
268. Coal trade, 32, 65, 81, 83, 91, 105, 
113, 116, 117, 121, 126, 268,283, 322, 
Collieries, 160, 222, 404. College, 82. 
Coronations, 94. Corporation enquiry 169, 
et seq. Coroners, 47* Courts, 408. 
Custom house, 45, 171, 388. Dispen- 
sary, 204, 23a Dinners, 290, 362. Dis- 
cussions, 147. Docks, 42. Eccentrics, 
91, 177, 179, 348. Eclipse, 304. Emi- 
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grations, 205. Escapes, 198. Executions, 
12. Explosions, 215, 249. Fairs, 375. 
Fasts, 115. Fires, 22, 46, 90, 181, 142, 
143, 144, 148, 151, 154, 158, 189, 229, 
237, 248, 271, 282, 295, 302, 303, 319, 
330, 341, 346, 355, 361, 372, 375, 376, 
395, 400, 401, 409. Floods, 35, 180, 
220, 336. Foundations, 160 Freema- 
sonry, 38a Frosts, 70. Gaol, 9, 12, 
198, 267, 303. Grammar school, 119, 

136, 166, 272, .284, 323, 401. Green- 
land trade, 271, 278, 297. Grey column, 
380. Grocers and spicers, 98. Heaton, 
121. Hiring*, 306. Hospitals, 12. Illi- 
cit stills, 197* Improvements, 159, 175, 
198, 200,* 236, 241, 257, 271, 410. In- 
firmary, 253. Insurance companies, 268. 
Inquisitions, 131, 169, King's meadows, 
55. Launches, 42, 190, 199, 307. Letter, 
anonymous, 120. Libraries, 193. Lon- 
gevity, 40,56, 91, 93, 173, 186, 237, 337. 
Mansion house, 256, 280, 301, 333. 
Manufactures, 156, 249. Marriage act, 
373, 409. Markets, 58, 123, 257, 272, 
306. Meetings, 15, 101, 271, 382. Mea- 
surement, 279. Members, 82, 123, 225, 
242, 313, 314, 372, 402. Military tran- 
sactions, 8 1, 83, 1 79, 2 1 6. Miscellaneous, 
37,89, 159, 173, 175,198, 222, 255, 289, 
290, 319, 378. Monastic, 38, 56, 82, 
143, 200, 272, 401. Moulton, name of, 
See. Mourning, 55, 58, 360, 363, 367. 
Mnnicipal, 28. »70, 110, 115, 117, 118, 
119, 133, 136, 140, 160, 164, 166, 168, 
170, 193, 256, 270, 273, 280, 300, 317, 
322, 333, 346, 361, 363, 394, 408. Mur- 
der?, 12, 89, 207, 216, 299, 317, 335, 
362. Natives, 2, 3, 4, 8, 1 1, 12, 19, 21, 
28, 38, 40, 52, 55, 61, 64, 67, 70, 72, *69, 
•71, «72,86,88, 90,94, 105, 109, 111, 
112, 114, 115, 117. 123, 131, 134, 136, 

137, 140, 148, 100, 164, 169, 170, 174, 

175, 176, 177, 187, 194, 197, 198, 200, 
201, 215, 216, 221, 226, 231, 236, 241, 
251,253, 255, 256, 257, 270, 274, 279, 
284,307, 317, 319, 328, 340, 366, 380, 
388, 390, 393, 394, 412, 415. Newspa- 
pers, 88, 120, 127. Newsrooms, 268,32a 
Nun's field, 236, 241, 257, 410. Old 
houses, 93, 198, 201, 34a Organs, 143, 
194. Pandon dtan, 42. Patents, 169, 

176, 237, 412. Penitentiary, 93. Per- 
ambulations, 270. Petitions, 16, 96, 
101,120. Poor houses, 91. Poor laws, 
311. Police, 304, 346. Political, 94, 
120, 133, 254. Population, 108. Pre- 
sentations, 105, 140. Printing, 362. 
Proclamations, 56, 361. Public build- 
ings, 160. Quay, 12. Races, 116, 138, 
154. Railways, 22, 123, 263, 308, 309, 
322, 337, 345, 411. Recorders, 119, 
164, 226, 317. Reform bill, 94, 99, 135, 
etseq. Regattas, 210, 351. Registration 
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act, 373. Rejoicings, 4, 7, 19, 94s 135, 
143, 154, 160, 194,209,239, 357,359, 
Riots, 197, 198, 411. Roads, 159, 272. 
Robberies, 145, 189, 193, 198, 223, 229, 
289. Roman catholics, 13, 16. Salmon, 
155. Schools, 63, 136, 161, 215, 323, 
388. Societies, 3, 8, 31, 37, 39, 51, 69, 
•70, 112, 134, 144, 156, 160, 182, 190, 
195, 223, 231, 246, 251, 253, 263, 317, 
322, 324, 351, 390, 408. Shipwrecks, 
251. Sporting, 136. < Steam packets, 
168, 173, 222, 341, 375, 376, 385. 
Storms, 29, 70, 151, 180, 190, 232, 240, 
262, 281, 290, 311, 313, 320, 327, 831, 
350, 369. Strikes, 116, 121, 126. 
Streets, 12, 22, 38, 88, 175, 241, 279. 
Suicides, 141, 148, 400. Theatre, 60. 
Town marshal, 118. Trade, 39,89, 215, 
271, 278, 297, 369. Trinity house, 52, 
187,195,365. Typography, 362. Visi- 
tations, 384. Visitors, 30, 60, 133, 254, 
322, 324, 384, 38a Water works, 195. 
Whale trade, 271, 278, 297. 

O. 

O'Connell, name of, 254. 

Offerton, 179, 181,308. 

Ord, name of, 154. 

Organs, 143, 151, 194, 215, 251, 315, 339. 

Ossulston, lord, 69. 

Otterburne, 63, 220. 

Otter, name of, 340. 

Ovingham, 251, 314. 

P. 

Painsher, 54, 87. 

Patents, 169, 176, 412. 

Pattinson, name of, 169. 

Peat, name of, 350. 

Penance, 54. 

Percy, name of" 7, 8, 11, 64, 354. 

Percy main, 128, 132, 168, 208, 237. 

Perth, duke of, 54, 87. 

Petitions 16, 96, 100. 

Philadephia, 399. 

Pickering, name of, 53. 

Poachers, 160, 161. 

Political, 15, 95, 99, 101, 102. 

Poor law union, 31 1, 329. 

Putter, name of, 170. 

Presson, 99. 

Prestwick, 357. 

Price, name of, 237. 

Printing, centenary of, 362. 

Prize fight, 399. 

Proclamations, 361. 

Purvis, Billy, 130. 

R. 
Races. 21. 
Railways, 22, 25,39,54,69, 123, 144, 193, 

210,234,311,315.345. 
Raine, name of, 193* 
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Rainton, 383. 

Rainton, west, 328, 383. 

Ratcliffe, name of, 317- 

Ravensworth, 151, 178, 207- 

Ravensworth, lord. See Liddell, name of, 

Rebellion of 1715, 147. 

Redcar, 239. 

Redlees, 267. 

Redheugh, 345. 

Redesdale, 393. 

Reed, name of, 21, 82, 110, 113, 115, 119, 

136, 140, 283. 
Reform bill, 95. 99, 101, 123, et seq. 
Registers, dissenting, 108, 412. 
Registry bill, 192. 
Richardson, name of, 3. 
Richmond shilling *65, 82. 
Riddell, name of, 116. 
Ridley, name of, 82, 312. 
Rivers. See each. 
Roads. 34, 159, 220, 250. 
Robinson, name of, 184, 239. 
Roman Catholics, 13, 16. 
Rothbury, 245, 301. 
Rotheram, name of, 67. 
Rudd, name of, 139. 
Rumball, name of, 170. 
Russell, name of, 5. 
Ryhope, 307. 
Ryton, 18a 

S. 

Sadberge, 327* 

Salmon, 155. 

Salter house, 146. 

Saunderson, name of, 220. 

Scaffold hill, 265. 

Scotswood, 19. *70, 243. 

Scott, name of, 28, 91, 284, 286, 328. 

Scremerston, 22. 

Seaham, 2, 39, 90, 97, 145, 311. 

Seaton Sluice, 348. 

Seaton Carew, *68. 

Sedgefield, 127. 

Selaby, 105. 

Shaden's hill, *68. 

Shaftoe, name of, 147* 

Shafto crags, 83. 

Sharks, 214, 316. 

Shaw, name of, 148. 

Shawdon, 3, 369. 

Sheriff hill, 142, 289. 

Sherwood, name of, 49. 

Shield, name of, 4. 

Shield row, 174. 

Shipwreck society, 156, 195, 251. 

Shildon, 197- 

Shincliffe, 340. 

Shotley, 250, 333, 378, 405. 

Shields, North. — Accidents, 27, 373, 
379. Chapels, 60, 266, 27a 317. Chol- 
era, 104, 115. Churches, 112. Cus- 
tom honse, 171. Ferries, 25. Fires, 139, 
306. Floods, 37. Fogs, 192. Light- 



Shields. 
houses, 373. Longevity, 39, 178. Mas- 
ter mariner's asylum, 395. Miscellan- 
eous, 160, 255, 268, 378. Newspapers, 
91. Poachers, 178. Proclamations, 
363. Rejoicings, 97, 278, 363. Socie- 
ties, 1. 40. 155, 266. Storms, 290, 
373. Trade, 278, 327, 383. 

Shields, South. — Collieries, 83. Chapels, 
109, 373. Chimnies, remarkable, 141. 
Cholera, 109, 115. Churches, 309, 153, 
112. Fires, 30, 110, 302, Gasworks, 
21. Launches, 32. Lifeboats, 385. 
Longevity, 12, 32, 272, 322. Magis- 
trates, 83. Manufactures, 141. Mar- 
riage act, 373. Meetings, 250. Mem- 
bers, 72, 124, 225. Miscellaneous, 157. 
Murders, 125, 398. Newspapers, 91. 
Petitions, 72. Poor house, 390. Re- 
joicings, 87, 278. Riots, 83. Ship- 
wrecks, 250. Societies, 40. Storms, 
151, 385. Suicides, 403. Trade, 278. 

Shute, name of, 13. 

Slaley, 121. 

Slipways, 44. 

Snipper's gate, 188. 

Snow hill, 49. 

Societies. See under each place. 

Sopwith, name of, 34, 148. 

South end, 163. 

South Shields. See Shields, South. 

South Hetton. See Hetton, South. 

Smith, name of, 350, 354. 

Spas, 308, 405. 

Springwell, 149, 215, 406. 

Stain drop, 51. 

Stamfordham, 198. 

Stanhope and Tyne railway, 193, 210. 

Stella, 198, 316. 

Stephenson, name of, 70. 

Stevenson, name of, 18. 

Stockton, 39, 54, 69, 72, 96, 133, 221, 239, 
254, 271, 275, 322, 341, 372, 400, 402. 

Stockton and Darlington railway, 54, 69. 

Storms, 20, 70, 141, 151, 153, 190, 230, 

231, 232, 236, 240, 262, 281, 288, 290, 
295, 309, 313, 320, 327, 331, 350, 369, 
373. 

Stowell, lord. See Scott, name of. 

Strikes, *65, *67, *68, 83, 89, 91, 93, 105, 
113, 116, 117, 121, 126, 144, 348. 

Sugley, 309. 

Sunderland North, 91, 154. 

Sunderland. Accidents, 84, 169, 199, 
205, 256. Archery, 197. Balloon, 207. 
Bridge, 19, 314. Chapels, 255. Cholera 
101, 102, 103, 115. Churches, 43. 
Clocks, 278. Coaches, 149. Coal, 
trade, 295. Custom house, 346. Dock6, 

232. Exchange, 278. Fires, 120, 189, 
210, 339, 360, 400. Floods, 35. Im- 
ports, 295, Life-boat, 378. Longevity, 
28, 59. Markets, 18. 59. Meetings, 102. 
Members, 123, 225, 373, 402. Miscel- 
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Sunderland. 
laneous, 193, 200, 205, 239, 341, 383, 
394. Monuments, 327. Municipal, 
270, 275, 322. Murders, 191. News- 
papers, 72, 86. Penitentiary, 110. 
Petitions, 102. Police, 403. Political, 
133. Proclamations, 57* Races, 385. 
Railways, 314. Regatta, 199, 315. 
Rejoicings, 97, 237. Riots, 142, Rob- 
beries, 289. Shipping, 307, 369. Skel- 
etons, 120, 333. Societies, 40, 216. 
Storms, 20, 27, 290, 369. Trade, 40. 
Wrecks, 239. 

Sunnyside, 2, 301. 

Surtees, name of, 109, 183, 192, 340. 

Surtees society, 192. 

Suspension bridges, 19, 35, *70, 308. 

SwalwelL, 68. 

Swans, 11,42,300,333. 

Swinburn, name of, 300. 

Sykes, name of, 339. 

T. . 

Tanfield, south, 367. 
Taylor, nam* of, 22a 
Tees, river, 35, 175. 
Thew, name of, 339. 
Thirlwall, 86. 

Thompfon, name of, 16, 72, 147, 215. 
Thornley,341. 
Thorngill, 210. 
Thorp, name of, *71, 221. 
Th run ton, moor, 163. 
Tinkler row, 207. 
Tinley, name of, 20. 
Todstead, 155. 
Trevelyan, name of, 42. 
Trouts, 206. 
Turnbull, name of, 394. 
Turner, name of, 55, 105, 153. 
Tweedmouth, 52. 

Tyne, river, 35, 180, 220, 252, 266, 357. 
Tynemonth, 17, 28, 30, 63, 123, 155, 195, 
230, 238, 257, 266, 278, 372, 394, 404. 

U. 
Uppertown, 349. 
Usworth, 86. 

V. 

Van Mildert, bishop, 136, 230, 292. 320, 

322,403. 
Vindolana, 65, 100, 183. J 
Vesta steamer, 341, 375. 
Victoria, 357, 361. 



W. 

Waile8, name of, 392. 

Waldridge, 91, 106. 

Wallbottle, 376. 

Walker, name of, 88. 

Walsham, Sir John, 311. 

Walker 199. 

Wallsend, 72^ 151, 179, 243, 279. 

Warkworth, 69, 268, 366. 

Warden, 22. 

Warton, 291. 

Washington, 93, 149. 

Wasney, name of, 52, 64. 

Waterford, Marquis of, 386. 

Wearmouth, Monk, 22, 39, 102, 126, 170, 

178, 188, 190, 232, 242,267, 268, 290, 

316, 337, 350, 362, 399, 412. 
Wearmouth, Bishop, 37, 54, 55, 62, *65, 

106, 110, 151, 224, 241, 255, 278, 305, 

306,315,326,349,394. 
Wear, river, 256. 
Weldon, 238. 

Wellesley, name of, 43, 154, 312. 
Welsh, name of, 89. 
West moor, 21. 
Wetherell, Sir Charles, 254. 
Whales, 33, 136. 
Whickham, 4, 248. 
Whitburn, 303. 
Whitehill, 119. 
Whitelee, 161. 
Whitley, 237, 325, 386. 
Whitwell, 365. 
Whittingham, 253. 
Whorlton, 27, 89. 
Wideopen, 34. 
William IV., 56, 94, 367. 
Williamson, name of, 34, 142, 226. 
Williamson Fell, 221. 
Wilkin, name of, 214. 
Willington, 40, 98. 
Wilson, name of, 256, 388. 
Windgates, 201. 
Wingate, name of, 11. 
Winlaton, 55, 108, 142. 
Woodhouse close, 335. 
Woodman, name of, 68, 300. 
Wooler, 121, 191. 
Wolsingham, 204, 246, 315. 
Wreckington, 89. 
Wright, name of, 136. 
Wynyard, 32, 146. 
Wylara, 303. 



ERRATA. 

By an error of the transcriber the account of the murder of Lee, in Pipewellgate, Gates- 
head, was placed under September 30, 1836, instead of September 30, 1837: 

The reader is requested to cancel the account of the openiug of the organ at Ovingham, 
incorrectly given at p. 339. 
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